The text in this document has been restructured to appear in six ebooks, published
freely in iTunes in instalments, which can be viewed and downloaded here. Thank
you to author Mary Turner Thomson for all her endeavours in bringing the iPad
eBooks to publication.
Thank you to all our former pupils and staff who added their memories using our
online form during our 120th Anniversary celebrations in 2012.
Grateful thanks to our sponsor: The Big Lottery Fund through its City of Edinburgh
Council “Growing Confidence” project.

“A Dozen Decades at Sciennes”
Initial Intro to ebook:
The publication of this electronic book on the Internet, in an ‘ebook’ format made freely available in iTunes,
seeks to celebrate and commemorate the 120th Anniversary of Sciennes Primary by looking at its past, its
present and its future. We have worked with current pupils and staff, parents and former pupils and staff to
illustrate aspects of our school’s history and attempt to place some of the many memoirs in the context of the
day. We hope you will find the recollections of interest.
We are grateful to Anne Aithie, Tessa Allen, Diana Brand, Harry Hawthorne, Ali Crichton, Lesley Lock, Kate
O'Brian, Joan Forbes, Matthew Baptie and Bill Price. As members of the school's Parent Teacher
Association, they worked with Headteacher Mrs Maureen Pollock to publish a booklet in 1992 to celebrate
the school's centenary, with contributions from former pupils, parents and teachers. The content of that
booklet has been digitised (using Optical Character Recognition Software OCR) and is in large part

published here. We acknowledge the efforts of the Centenary Group, formed at that time, in researching and
collating information from the school’s logbooks and interviewing former pupils and staff.

It was wonderful to welcome back former Sciennes Headteacher Mrs Maureen Pollock when she came to
visit to help us celebrate our anniversary and recall the Centenary celebrations she led so successfully in
1992.

Mary Turner Thomson, Sciennes’ parent and published author, has worked with
us to create this electronic publication and has digitised the Centenary booklet on our behalf. Mary is very

experienced in guiding people in their recollections, having designed and delivered workshops for people
seeking to write their memoirs. Her innovative ‘Pencilling Creative Ideas’ projects at Sciennes have enabled
two successive P7 year groups to become published fictional authors. (Both books, “On the Line” and
“Mother Nature’s Children”, are available on Amazon and Kindle.)
We are indebted to the many former pupils and staff who have contributed through our school website
Guestbook and Google Docs Memories Form and have given up their time to be interviewed. Recognition is
also given to the parents and friends of the school who have helped us look anew at the school’s logbooks
and artefacts. Our own pupils have provided much of the electronic content needed to create the
commemorative ebook in digital form. We have seen 1892, as the Year of the Slate, truly turn into 2012 the
Year of the Tablet, as our pupils have used iPads and technology to help produce “A Dozen Decades at
Sciennes”.

Anecdotes and recollections are reproduced herein from former pupils and staff and amongst these are
memories from some of the many Headteachers who in recent years have either led Sciennes themselves
or gone on from Sciennes to lead their own schools and departments:
Alice Brown, Senior Depute at Sciennes Primary and now Headteacher Tollcross Primary
Anthea Grierson (nee Butler), Acting Headteacher at Sciennes Primary and now Headteacher at James
Gillespie’s Primary School
Garry Forgie, Headteacher at Mosstowie Primary School, Elgin
Margot MacAlister, Headteacher at St Francis RC Primary School
Greg Dimeck, Headteacher at Hillwood Primary School
Lindsey Watt (nee Gosling), Headteacher of Abbeyhill Primary, Sciennes Primary and now Castleview
Primary School
David Porteous Acting Headteacher at Sciennes Primary and now Depute Headteacher George Heriot’s
School
Liz Gordon, Acting Headteacher at Sciennes Primary and now Headteacher at Gylemuir Primary School;
Maureen Pollock, Headteacher at Sciennes Primary and retired Headteacher Oakbank Primary School,
Perth
Una Gillespie, Headteacher in West Lothian and now retired Headteacher at Cramond Primary School
Maureen Tremmel, Senior Teacher at Sciennes and now Headteacher at Gullane Primary School in East
Lothian
Margaret Stephen, retired Headteacher at Ladywood Primary School, Penicuik
Moira Heatly, Headteacher at Fort Primary and now Canalview Primary School
Jennifer Allison (nee Johnson) Headteacher at Roslin Primary School

Lynne Sinclair, Executive Manager to Gillian Tee (Director of Education, City of Edinburgh)
Gordon Robertson, Headteacher at Bonaly Primary School
Sadie Miller, Headteacher at Niddrie Mill Primary School
Carol Cameron, former pupil and now Headteacher at Craigour Park Primary School
In 2012 Alison Noble, Headteacher, initiated and oversaw a whole school celebration to commemorate 120
years at Sciennes. Many staff, parents and pupils played an active role in various festivities and these are
recorded in the 'Present Day' instalment of the ebook. Lucy Gallagher, Acting Depute Headteacher, took
responsibility for celebrating the history of the school and encouraging former pupils and staff to share their
memoirs via an online form and an editable draft, available to the whole community. Interesting historical
footnotes and memoirs were added to the spine of the book, created using the original text of the Centenary
Booklet, developed from logbook diaries compiled by each successive Headteacher since 1892. Mary Turner
Thomson's idea to digitise the text using Optical Character Recognition gave the project a huge boost. P7
House Captains and Prefects provided tours and many former pupils gave talks to current pupils about their
experiences in bygone days, including Robyn and Ellie Douglas' grandmother, whose own grandfather (Mr
Henderson) had been Headteacher here. Mary and Junior Journalists from Miss Gaffney's Sciennes
Spotlight school newspaper assisted with interviews - in person, by email and telephone - and it was
wonderful to welcome back so many former pupils from all over the world, such as Sheila Moncrieff and her
husband Bill from Canada. Each class was assigned an era to focus upon by Depute Headteacher Carolyn
Anstruther and classwork from each stage P1-P7 has been used to illustrate the ebook. Class Teacher
Shona Pearmain and Business Manager Angela Christie ensured that all ran smoothly on Friday 1st June
2012 when we sang a new Sciennes song (written by Claire Ford, P1 Class Teacher, and Ruth McVicker, P4
Class Teacher) unveiled a plaque with Azfar Shafi’s winning school motto: ‘Believe•Achieve’ and came
together with families to celebrate a Dozen Decades at Sciennes. All the elements of the celebrations have
been restructured by Mary and aesthetically combined to produce this magnificent iPad record of what can
be achieved when you believe.

Our Headteacher is Mrs Alison Noble, who was also Headteacher at Preston Street School.

Foreword from Alison Noble, Headteacher
It is an immense privilege to be Headteacher at Sciennes Primary School and to work in partnership with
staff, parents and community to serve the best interests of our children. Our celebrations have captured the
enthusiasm of many and demonstrated the tremendous creativity within the Sciennes Family. I am most
grateful to Lucy Gallagher, Acting DHT and Mary Turner Thomson for the wonderful learning experiences
they have provided.
Alison Noble, Headteacher

Thank you to all who have contributed their time and effort in helping
compile this history of our school for posterity and to mark our 120th Anniversary.

Lucy Gallagher, Depute Headteacher

1892 Context
When Sciennes Primary School opened in 1892 there was an estimated global population of one and a half
billion. It now stands at seven billion. The world has changed so much in 120 years to the present day and
we hope to reflect that within this ebook (not least in the technology we have used to create it) and to look
towards what the next 120 years could possibly bring.
Within a global context, In 1892 the women’s suffrage movement continued in its campaigns, Ellis Island
began accommodating immigrants to the United States and the Liverpool Football Club was founded. In San
Francisco, John Muir set up the Sierra Club, one of the oldest, largest and most influential grassroots,
environmental organisations. The world's first fingerprinting bureau was formally opened in Buenos Aires and
Thomas Edison received a patent for a two-way telegraph. Edinburgh born (and with family links to the
Sciennes area) Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, published “The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes”. Premiering in
Russia was “The Nutcracker” ballet, with music by Tchaikovsky. January saw the birth of J. R. R. Tolkien,
author of The Lord of the Rings (d. 1973) and Oliver Hardy, American actor (d. 1957). Sir Robert Alexander
Watson-Watt, Scottish inventor of radar (d. 1973) was born in April along with Mary Pickford, Canadian
actress (d. 1979) and Margaret Rutherford, English actress (d. 1972). Francisco Franco, Spanish dictator (d.
1975) was born in December and two poets died that year - Walt Whitman, American poet (b. 1819) in March
and Alfred, Lord Tennyson, British poet (b. 1809) in October. According to Jules Verne, Phileas Fogg
completed his round the world trip in December. That year the elevator and the portable typewriter were
patented, the German engineer Rudolf Diesel invented the diesel engine and children were getting ready to
enrol at a brand new school...

Sections highlighted in yellow need attention
https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/XPORwKjeZXAsT8vpuygQhp0C3TPzrLW2K9Lnta1Jw2BUtz9vxac7xk35AOXxacX7893mji8wXFd1KFeifA7z4nROGjekd5zosjGukNZ6-CEuKloKE

Permission granted to use postcard above
Adding the links as you mention is fine. I wish you all the best for the school's celebrations of its
120th Anniversary. If there is anything that you would like me to mention on the EdinPhoto web site
about the Anniversary of the school or the activities surrounding it, please let me know what you'd
like me to say, and I'll see if I can find a place to include it. I'm happy for you to use that photo of
Sciennes school. If you display the page on the EdinPhoto web site, then right click on the photo,
you should be able to copy it to your desktop or elsewhere.
I think the only other photos of Sciennes that I have are the four photos of school classes. I don't
know whether they are of any interest to you or not.
Unfortunately , they all come from other people's collections so I don't have authority to pass on to
you permission to reproduce them.
Nevertheless, I thought you might like to see them.
Best wishes:
- Peter
______________________________________________
Peter Stubbs, Edinburgh: web site www.edinphoto.org.uk<http://www.edinphoto.org.uk>

Add to history of Sciennes area? - intro by Mary, Cameron Mackenzie?
History of Sciennes
Sciennes School (pronounced Sheens) opened on 1st March 1892 with 500 pupils and 16 members of staff.

By May 6th there were 1000 pupils on the roll. Today we are the largest primary school in Edinburgh with a
roll of 640 in twenty one classes (three classes at each stage P1-P7) and 60 members of staff (including
visiting specialists). The school was formally opened on June 3rd by Lord Reay, with an opening ceremony
which included a programme of music, swimming and gymnastics. The school takes its name from the
surrounding area.
As part of the ancient Burgh Muir, Sciennes was an area where vagrants and outlaws hid away from the city.
It was due to concern for their spiritual welfare that in 1513 Sir John Crawford, a canon of St Giles, built a
small chapel dedicated to John the Baptist. It was sited south of a small hamlet called Muresburgh around
what is now Sciennes House Place but the chapel lasted only 4 years. A convent, The Convent of the Order
of Friars Preachers (the only Dominican and last pre-Reformation Nunnery in Scotland) dedicated to Saint
Catherine of Sienna was established in 1517 by women whose husbands were killed in the Battle of Flodden.
The battle of 1513 was one of the greatest disasters in Scottish history where an English army inflicted heavy
losses on the Scots, killing King James IV and most of his nobles. The convent lay to the south of the Burgh
Loch (now the Meadows). Like many of the area's manor houses, it was burned down during a sacking of
Edinburgh; an invasion ordered by Henry VIII in 1544. It was destroyed again in 1559 during the Reformation
when Blackfriars and Greyfriars were also attacked. The nuns, who had been forewarned, escaped. Some
nuns returned and remained in the ruins to tend the plague victims who were placed there. Much of the stone
was re-used in the building of the new Greyfriars Kirk on the town side of the loch. The remaining ruins were
cleared in 1871 and all that is left are some stones in the garden of No. 16 St Catherine's Place and a plaque
on the wall marking the site of the convent. The plaque quotes some lines from Walter Scott's epic poem
“Marmion: A Tale of Flodden Field”, written in 1808 about the Battle of Flodden.
“ And thus the Lindesay spoke:
'Thus clamour still the war-notes when
The King to mass his way has ta'en,
Or to Saint Catherine's of Sienne,
Or Chapel of Saint Rocque.”
Sciennes, Sheens, Sheans, Senis, Sienna and Scienne are all names that can be found on old maps of the
area. The French rendition, Scienne, gives this part of Edinburgh its name.
[Thanks to Morris at edinburghpastandpresent.com for permission to use some text from his website]

Hi Lucy
I'd be very happy for you to use some of my text and would appreciate mention of the website.
Your project sounds very interesting and I'm glad I can be of help.
Best Regards
Morris
http://edinburghpastandpresent.com/#/sciennes/4557932830
Former pupil Netta Laurie who sent us these photographs remembers a St Catherine’s Pageant in May 1929
to celebrate the 600th anniversary of the granting of a Charter to the burgh of Edinburgh by King Robert the
Bruce. Their Royal Highnesses, The Duke and Duchess of York attended this event. Sciennes’ contribution
was a pageant of Saint Catherine of Sienna and her attendants. Netta played Martha and remembers
walking very sedately along Princes Street. Statutes of 'Bruce’ and ‘Wallace’ were unveiled at this event in
Edinburgh Castle.

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3ASt._Catherine's_Convent_plaque%2C_Sciennes.jpg

The area also contains one of the few Jewish cemeteries in Scotland.

Nearby is the remaining part of Sciennes Hill House, once the home of Adam Ferguson, who hosted a dinner
there where Robert Burns and the young Walter Scott met for the one and only time in the winter of 1786-87.
Conan Doyle's family lived in this part of Sciennes while he was a boy.

HISTORY OF THE BUILDING
Sciennes school was designed by prolific architects Robert Wilson and John Alexander Carfrae in 1889 and
took three years to build. Wilson & Carfrae designed many of the city’s schools.
Excerpts from Dictionary of Scottish Architects: Permission granted
“John Alexander Carfrae (1868-1947) was educated at James Gillespie's School. In December 1881 he was
articled to Robert Wilson, architect to the Edinburgh School Board. He remained with him as assistant until
February 1889, concurrently attending classes at Edinburgh School of Art and Heriot-Watt College. His
travels up to that point had taken him to Belgium, Holland and France, and around the cathedral cities of
Britain.
Carfrae was one of the most brilliant architects of his generation although much of his work was constrained
by standard board school formats. Whether Wilson allowed him to design anything as a senior assistant prior
to his departure in 1889 is uncertain but it is tempting to see his hand in the fine tall Queen Anne style school
at Sciennes, begun in that year.”
Carfrae worked on Bruntsfield School, Broughton Road School, North Canongate School, Flora Stevenson
School, Comely Bank, Boroughmuir School, Drummond Street, Preston Street, Tollcross, King's Park at St
Leonards, Bellevue and Tynecastle. He was also involved in conservation exercises at Cannonball House

and Duncan Street.
“Carfrae lost his practice as a result of the local government changes in 1918-20 although the City Architect,
Ebenezer James MacRae, entrusted him with the building of Balgreen and Stenhouse Schools in 1929. He
retired completely in 1939 and died on 11 July 1947, leaving estate of £36,547 12s 6d. MacRae wrote of
Carfrae that 'while his planning was the result of a wide knowledge of educational requirements, he was
never satisfied with the routine treatment of earlier days and his schools have an individuality and freshness
of design, some like James Gillespie's Girls [the first Boroughmuir] and King's Park, on splendid sites, being
completely outstanding in treatment…In spite of never robust health, his output of work was amazing…[he]
was a fine draughtsman and a good watercolourist. He was quiet and retiring and of a singularly gracious
nature'.”

Excerpts from Dictionary of Scottish Architects: Permission granted
Robert Wilson (1834-1901) secured the appointment of architect to Edinburgh School Board and was living
in Blacket Avenue at the time of the school’s construction. From 1893 onwards most of the design work of
the office was undertaken by his pupil John Alexander Carfrae. Robert Wilson died as a result of a chill
sustained while driving in an open cab, followed by pneumonia and was buried at Grange Cemetery. Carfrae
succeeded to his practice and his appointment to Edinburgh School Board.

Image courtesy of Edinburgh Architectural Association

http://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/building_full.php?id=224467
We are very pleased that you have found the Dictionary of Architects useful and are happy that
you use the information as you describe and acknowledge the source. I am afraid that the image is
not very clear but the original from which it was taken was postage stamp size – but it is the best
we could find. If possible please could you indicate that the image is courtesy of the Edinburgh
Architectural Association? permission granted

Best wishes and good luck with your project.
Yvonne Hillyard
Yvonne Hillyard | Dictionary of Scottish Architects Manager

Hi Lucy:
I've just come across a photo that I thought might interest you.
The photo is copyright but you may be able to get permission to use it if it is of any interest to you.
It is a photo of one of the pupils at Sciennes Primary School 'preparing for the Easter Parade'. He
has a hat on his head in the shape of a chicken and part of the school can be seen in the
background. The photo was taken by Ian MacKenzie who died a couple of years ago. It is the
photo for April in a 2012 calendar published by Edinburgh University School of Scottish Studies
Archives, as a memorial to Ian.
The School of Scottish Studies is in the SE corner of George Square. I know one person who
works there whom you could email if you have any questions. permission requested
Best wishes:
- Peter
______________________________________________
Peter Stubbs, Edinburgh: web site www.edinphoto.org.uk
______________________________________________

Olympic Markers
1892- none
1896 - Athens, Greece
1900 - Paris, France
1904 - St. Louis, United States
1908 - London, United Kingdom
1912 - Stockholm, Sweden
1916 - Scheduled for Berlin, Germany*
1920 - Antwerp, Belgium
1924 - Paris, France
1928 - Amsterdam, Netherlands
1932 - Los Angeles, United States
1936 - Berlin, Germany
1940 - Scheduled for Tokyo, Japan*
1944 - Scheduled for London, United Kingdom* 1948 - London, United Kingdom
1952 - Helsinki, Finland
1956 - Melbourne, Australia
1960 - Rome, Italy
1964 - Tokyo, Japan

1968 - Mexico City, Mexico
1972 - Munich, West Germany (now Germany)
1976 - Montreal, Canada
1980 - Moscow, U.S.S.R. (now Russia)
1984 - Los Angeles, United States
1988 - Seoul, South Korea
1992 - Barcelona, Spain
1996 - Atlanta, United States
2000 - Sydney, Australia
2004 - Athens, Greece
2008 - Beijing, China
2012 - London, United Kingdom
2016 - Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
* Due to World War I and II, Summer Olympic Games were not held in 1916, 1940, and 1944. Due to World
War II, Winter Olympic Games were not held in 1940 and 1944.
2020 Vision: Istanbul, Tokyo, Baku, Doha or Madrid

A Dozen Decades Begins: 1892
Victorian Era
Sciennes School opened on 1st March 1892 with 500 pupils and 16 members of staff, and although ‘not
quite finished’ was described as ‘this large and important school’. New pupils enrolled fast with an
‘unexpectedly large attendance in the Infant department’ until by May 6th there were over 1000 pupils on
the roll. That month there was a two-day holiday for the Queen’s birthday, which was to become an annual
event. The school was formally opened on June 3rd by Lord Reay, with an opening ceremony which included
a ‘programme of music, swimming and gymnastics’.
Even in the first few months we find evidence in the school’s logbooks of how prevalent illness was among
the children. In June there was a Measles epidemic, much Scarlet Fever (4 deaths), and on 27th June the
school had to be fumigated by the Public Health Department. Due to the Measles epidemic the summer
holidays began four days early. The staff was ‘inadequate’ (this means there were not enough!) all through
the year, and the logbook contains entries of frequent pleas to the School Board. Among the pupils, there
must have been fair amount of truanting as ‘want of attendance officer is felt particularly in the Junior
Classes’. In December 1892 holidays began on the 29th — no mention of Christmas! Another point which
seems strange now is that the school year ran from February to February in those days.
Our Janitor, Mr Neil Scott, conducts a tour of the building each year with our Primary Two classes as part of
their Victorian project. CLICK TO LINK TO VIDEO

Jennie Waters with her P2 class during their Victoria project

P2 Victorian project

P2 Victorian project Alison Mackintosh, Jennie Waters and Emma Kelly

P2 Victorian project

1892 STAFF
Mr Murray
“Large man with big hands strode into classroom and struck his son Sam a stinging blow across the face and
left without a word.”
“An ogre, but would sing ‘It’s the twenty fourth of May
It’s the Queen’s Birthday
An’ f ye dinnae gie’s a holiday
We’ll a’run away.”’ Jennifer Meiklyith

1892 - Staff of Sciennes School
Headmaster - Samuel MacCulloch Murray, from Leven Public School, Fife
1st Assistant - Thomas James Robertson, from Leith Walk Public School
Assistants - James Hart, from Dean School
Charles Watson Calder, from North Canongate School
Margaret Isabella Stewart, from Castlehill School
Jane Maxwell, from New Street School
Jane Collie, from Ruthven Public School, Banffshire
Elizabeth Graham, from Church of Scotland Normal Schools

Infant Mistress - Anne Branden, from Bristo School
Assistants - Euphemia Monastier, from St Leonard's School
Helen Forbes, from Bristo School
Sewing Mistress - Janet Muir
Sewing Assistant - Christina Waugh
Singing Master - Wm Geoghegan
Pupil Teachers - John Murray Mackay and
Annie Davidson

In February 1893 the school had its first taste of international fame when ‘a copy of the timetable with
photos of the swimming bath and manual training department’ were sent to the Chicago exhibition. By
April 1893 the roll was 1354 and the school had its first inspection, followed by a one day ‘Inspection
holiday’. The next month there was ‘lessened attendance on account of Removal Term’ — this shows us
something of the social conditions of the time when it was common for working people to move house when
their tenancies were up for renewal. In June of 1893 the school was granted a half-day as the football team
had won the first competition for the Inspectors’ Cup; a great achievement. So even then life was not all the
3R’s! On July 6th a day’s holiday was given for the marriage of the Duke of York to Princess May. The
December holidays that year did include Christmas (it seems to have been variable for some years) and on
December 22nd the Infants were treated to a ‘lantern entertainment’.

The Sciennes’ School Football Team June 16th 1893 “In honour of the football team of this school
having been successful in the first competition for the H.M. Inspectors’ Cup the school was granted
a half- day holiday.” The cup is in the Headteacher’s room. This photograph shows the stone staircases
that originally led to the Boys’ and Girls’ entrance doors. You can still see the outline of the doorways if you
look above the roofs of the extensions added to create our current Reception and Care Zone.
In March 1894 the school was closed for one day to be used as a polling station for the School Board
elections, which was to become a regular event. In April woodwork and cookery lessons began; a new
innovation — strictly segregated of course! Summer holidays began later then than now, usually in the later
part of July; a pattern which continued until the Second World War.
1895 sees the first mention of Christmas holidays in the logbook: “24th December 1895 School closed
today for the annual Christmas and New Year Holiday. The annual Lime Lantern treat to the school
kept up attendance very well to the end. As the result of a collection for a Christmas treat to the
children in the Royal Hospital for Sick Children, now our nearest neighbour, the sum of £5 8/- was
gathered, and with it there were bought a Rocking Horse and a Musical Box.” This year also saw the
introduction of electricity to Edinburgh. Röntgen discovered X-rays and HG Wells wrote “The Time Machine.”
The 1890s progressed with frequent references to extra work being needed, not just by the pupils but also by
pupil teachers. In September 1895 the Board decided that pupil teachers were to have one half day each
week of special instruction, but the Headmaster found ‘considerable difficulty in arranging this’.
Outbreaks of illness occurred every winter, often reaching epidemic proportions, the same illnesses
constantly recurring — Measles, Whooping Cough, Scarlet Fever, and Diphtheria which are first mentioned

in the logbook in 1899. There were special holidays in these years too: for the laying of the foundation stone
of the new North Bridge, the Queen’s Silver Jubilee and the visit of the Prince of Wales in 1897.
There is an interesting entry in the logbook for November 1896: ‘complaint of undue and frequent
punishment occasionally inflicted by the hand . . . all staff warned to exercise the utmost discretion in
the matter of punishment and to confirm to the spirit as well as to the letter of the Board’s
regulations’. This year saw the first modern Olympic Games in Athens, Greece.
In September of 1897 Preston Street School was opened and some of Sciennes’ crowding was eased.
Guglielmo Marconi was awarded a patent for radio communication and Bram Stoker published “Dracula”.
The first tram car in Edinburgh was built in 1897 at Shrubhill by the Tramway Company, who had before this
built many horse cars in their coachbuilding workshop at the back of Shrubhill.

First Tram Car in Edinburgh
Acknowledgement to Alex James, grandson of T P Lugton and Peter Stubbs www.edinphoto.com
Horse drawn trams operated in Edinburgh between 1871 and 1907.

It was in 1898 that the School Board decided that ‘due to changes in working timetables. . . the school
year is now to run from September to July’. In November the first of the new ‘term examinations’ was
introduced. Senior pupils of course were presented for Leaving Certificates and Merit Certificates (the
Leaving Certificate had been introduced in 1898 and many elementary schools like Sciennes had higher
grade departments).

1899 Aspirin and the paperclip were patented while HP Sauce and OXO cubes were introduced. Duke
Ellington, Noel Coward, Humphrey Bogart, Alfred Hitchcock and Al Capone were born this year and the
foundation was laid for the Victoria and Albert Museum in London. The Second Boer War began and Winston
Churchill was captured with his wife in Natal. Sciennes Primary and our cluster high school James Gillespie’s
High Schools have strong, established bonds with our friends in South Africa and Sciennes is twinned with
Hillwood Primary School in KwaZulu-Natal (Durban).

1900 The new century opened with continued outbreaks of illness, including Influenza, and not just in winter.
In June 1900 we read ‘Measles, Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever, Whooping Cough more prevalent than in any
former occasion in the history of the school’. At this time in the outside world the Second Boer War
continued to be fought and on March 1st 1900 pupils were given a half day for the relief of Ladysmith.
Drawing had now been added to the timetable and girls were now joining the lessons. There are two
noteworthy entries in the logbook which seem to show Mr. Murray as a very caring headmaster:
‘November 12th 1900 teacher formally censured for injudiciously and -without cause. . . charging a
pupil with coming to school untidy and unsuitably dressed’.
‘November 13th 1900 singing master warned by Headmaster after undue severity, without sufficient
cause, punishing a pupil’. Elsewhere in the world Australia was founded and the Zeppelin had its inaugural
flight. The opera “Tosca” by Puccini premiered in Rome and the Olympic Games were held in Paris.

1901-1910
Edwardian Era
In January 1901 Queen Victoria died and school was closed for a day — ‘Headmaster and Infant Mistress
tried to let the children understand the great loss the country has suffered’. The May holiday for the
Queen’s birthday would continue to be celebrated, now being renamed ‘Victoria Day’, and continues to this
day.

Queen Victoria died January 22nd 1901
On 1st May the headmaster was invited to accompany the Chairman of the Board to London ‘to give
evidence before the Royal Commission on Physical Training (Scotland)’. Britain’s first submarine was
launched.
1902 was Coronation year and on June 20th schools were granted a whole week’s holiday ‘in honour of the
King’s Coronation’. King Edward VII was crowned in Westminster Abbey with Queen Alexandra. Sciennes’
building was ‘decorated with bunting ‘, as it was for our 120th Anniversary birthday party on June 1st 2012,
when the street was closed from early morning and families were invited to bring a celebratory picnic.
(Photographs of the 120th Anniversary will be published in the final instalment of the eBook.) Former staff
were invited to an informal get together in the Hall the previous evening, Thursday 31st May. For our
Centenary celebrations, a reunion for former pupils and staff was organised at the Queen’s Hall. This year
some of our former pupils have been invited back to school for a tour and to collect some of the memories
held within this ebook. One of our former pupils, an old lady of 93 living in New Zealand at the time of the
school’s Centenary, remembered the Coronation of Edward VII as one of her earliest memories. She was
lifted out of bed and taken out into the street to see the bonfire which had been lit on top of Arthur’s Seat as
part of a nationwide chain.

Coronation arch for King Edward VII (Queen Victoria’s eldest son) in Princes’ Street, 1902.
Reproduced with acknowledgement to Graeme Walker, Kilwinning, Ayrshire, Scotland.

In October 1902 Sciennes was visited by the famous actor Sir Henry Craik of the Scottish Education
Department. He was also Commissioner for Physical Training and was ‘impressed by a fire drill which
cleared the classrooms (1100 children) in four and a quarter minutes’. Waverley Station was completed

covering 70,000 square metres and the North British Hotel was also built.
November 1902 saw the interesting addition of ‘observational lessons in Nature Knowledge’ to the
curriculum. Today Ms Fiona Sellar and Mr Barry Hewitt lead our Outdoor Learning developments and Mr
Hewitt has been seconded to City of Edinburgh Council as a part time Outdoor Learning Development
Officer.

Barry Hewitt, Class Teacher and City of Edinburgh Outdoor Learning Development Officer

Fiona Sellar, Class Teacher, Outdoor Learning Co-ordinator and Expressive Arts Co-ordinator
We have a strong ECO Team and Miss Kelly and Miss Phillips have helped the school achieve two ECO
Green School Flags.

ECO Green School Flag

Claire Phillips, Class Teacher and ECO Team Leader
Waverley Station was completed in 1902, as was the North British Hotel. The first old age pension was
introduced and Marie Curie discovered radioactivity.
During the winter and early spring of 1903 infectious diseases were so prevalent that Sanitary Department
officers had to disinfect the school twice in a month! In the warmer weather of May there was a holiday to
celebrate the King and Queen’s visit to the city.

Royal Visit In May 1903, King Edward VII and Queen Alexandra rode through the decorated streets of
Edinburgh to mark Edward's coronation in London the previous year.
Acknowledgement to Peter Stubbs http://www.edinphoto.org.uk
A number of changes took place in the school in 1903. In September room 18 was divided into two small
classrooms, ‘the last classroom of the Juvenile Department to be Subdivided’ — this would seem to
indicate that the classes were being made smaller by then. Today class sizes cannot exceed 33. In the same
month the first of the Board’s Interschool Athletics competitions took place. Our pupils still compete in this
event and have won on several occasions.

Current P6 pupils Iqbal Hussein, Alistair Curtis- Walcott, Danny Hendry and Alex Hamilton (clockwise
from bottom left) competing in the P6 Boys’ Relay Interscholastics Edinburgh Primary Schools Sports
Association (EPSSA) Competition at Meadowbank Stadium May 2012.

Current P6 pupils Eilidh Cline, Daisy Phillip, Miriam Thomson and Amaya Santoyo-Brown (kneeling)
competing in the P6 Girls’ Relay Interscholastics Edinburgh Primary Schools Sports Association (EPSSA)
Competition at Meadowbank Stadium May 2012.

Current P6 pupil Elena Santoyo-Brown who won a Silver medal for the 80m sprint in the Interscholastics
Edinburgh Primary Schools Sports Association (EPSSA) Competition at Meadowbank Stadium May 2012.
Elena is pictured with our P.E. Specialist Mrs Beth Walker who co-ordinates the event, and many others, for
City of Edinburgh.
On 25th September ‘four classrooms on the second floor were set apart for pupils in the
Supplementary Course’. This new course was intended to allow less academic children to remain at
elementary school with a wider range of subjects. In October 1903 Mr Murray resigned as Headmaster to
take up a post with EIS as Secretary and Treasurer and editor of the Educational News. A presentation from
the pupils was made to him on 21st November. 1903 marked the first flight of the Wright Brothers and the
creation of the Floral Clock in Princes’ Street Gardens.

A creative dance performance in the early 1900s. The glass partitions between the classrooms were
regularly pushed back to create space and aid co-operation between teachers - still a fundamental feature of
our school today, where staff collaborate from P1-P7 with three classes at each stage, currently totalling
twenty one classes and a roll of 640 pupils. The infant audience had a good view from the tiered seating,
which many of our former pupils can recall. The glass partitions have now been covered with hardboard and
are permanently fixed in place.
In 1904 St Louis hosted the Olympic Games in the United States. Mr. William Crockett became
Headteacher, promoted from Lothian Road School.
Boroughmuir High School was founded in 1904 in Warrender Park Crescent and Sciennes was a feeder
school until changes to the catchment map were implemented in 2006. Now Buckstone, South Morningside
and Bruntsfield primaries feed into Boroughmuir, while Sciennes, Tollcross, Preston Street and Royal Mile
feed into James Gillespie's High School. The vast majority of our pupils transfer to James Gillespie’s, though
a few Sciennes pupils still elect to attend Boroughmuir.

Boroughmuir High School was founded in 1904 in Warrender Park Crescent beside Bruntsfield Links.
When it relocated to Viewforth, Gillespie’s High School moved into this building in 1914.

Boroughmuir High School, founded in 1904, moved to its current site in Viewforth, Bruntsfield in 1913.

There are plans to build a new Boroughmuir High School at a different location though still on Viewforth.

Boroughmuir HIgh School Crest

Today Boroughmuir High School is led by Headteacher David Dempster who, along with seconded
Headteacher Jack Hamilton, worked closely with Sciennes when it was a feeder school, ahead of changes
to the catchment in 2006.

Jack Hamilton, seconded Headteacher Boroughmuir High School

Since 2006, Sciennes feeds into James Gillespie’s HIgh School which was founded in 1803 a result of a
legacy left by James Gillespie, a wealthy Edinburgh manufacturer of snuff and tobacco. The school moved to
Gillespie Crescent in 1913 and that (formerly Boroughmuir) building can be seen in the right of this
photograph of the original Gillespie’s Hospital site.

James Gillespie

16th Century Bruntsfield House is part of James Gillespie’s campus today, alongside buildings from the
1960s, and will be incorporated into a new building on the existing site being constructed today; due for
completion in 2015.

James Gillespie’s High School 1960s buildings
1803-70 First James Gillespie’s school + Hospital (Gillespie Crescent)

1870-1914 School only (Gillespie Crescent.)
1914-36 New site/old Boroughmuir school (Warrender Park Crescent)
1936 New build school proposed
1939 Bruntsfield House grounds bought
1939-45 War
1958 Plans for new school accepted
1966 New school opened by Queen Mother
1987- £ multi-million refurbishment and re-build programme started
1991 Re-furbished school (no annexes) re-opened
2015 New campus built on existing site

Plans for the new James Gillespie’s High School, due for completion in 2015

Current James Gillespie’s Head Teacher Donald MacDonald took up position in 2011 and has been keen
to cement relationships with feeder primary schools. Mr MacDonald’s own children attend Tollcross
Primary.

Former James Gillespie’s Headteacher, and former Sciennes parent, Alex Wallace worked closely with
Sciennes prior to his retiral in 2011, particularly in forming cluster links with schools in KwaZulu-Natal
(Durban), South Africa.

James Gillespie’s Crest
Motto: Fidelis Et Fortis
(Latin: Fidelity and Strength)

Cluster Primary Colleagues
Sciennes works closely with our feeder primary school cluster colleagues at Tollcross Primary, James
Gillespie’s Primary, Preston Street Primary and Royal Mile Primary. Headteacher Alice Brown, Tollcross, is
former Depute Headteacher at Sciennes and Headteacher Anthea Grierson, James Gillespie’s is a former
Acting Headteacher at Sciennes. Our Headteacher at Sciennes, Alison Noble, was previously Headteacher
at Preston Street.

Tollcross Primary School opened at its current site in 1912 and celebrated its centenary in 2012. A Gaelic
Medium Unit was established in 1982.

Tollcross Primary Headteacher Alice Brown

Tollcross Primary Crest

James Gillespie’s was founded in 1803 and the current primary school was completed in 1991.

James Gillespie’s Primary Headteacher Anthea Grierson

James Gillespie’s Primary School Crest

Preston Street School which opened in 1897.

Preston Street Primary School Headteacher Ann Moore

Preston Street Primary School Logo

Royal Mile Primary School opened in 1874 and was formerly known as Milton Public Schoolhouse. The
Headteacher is Nicola Johnstone.
April saw the first of many visits by guests from abroad (a feature which continues to this day); in this case
Herr Salomon, Director of the Lloyd Seminarium in Nass, Sweden, with his wife. The first school outing is
mentioned in July l904 when the ‘six highest classes and teachers visited the Fountainbridge Historical
Exhibition’. Today we take full advantage of our central location to enhance learning and teaching through
many and varied school outings. Photographs and examples will be published in later instalments of the
eBook.

In September the first school sports took place, and, on a sad note, the first death of a member of staff, a
Miss Low, after only two days’ illness.
The Supplementary Class continued to expand, Sciennes being the central school in the area, and pupils
from Causewayside and Bristo St. schools were enrolled in January 1905. In May the school was closed ‘in
honour of the presentation of the Freedom of the City to Miss Flora Stevenson, Chairman of the

School Board’ - surely an early triumph for equal opportunities! Sadly, Miss Stevenson died only four
months later and over 70 pupils and 15 teachers attended the funeral. On the 11th September schools were
closed for the Edinburgh Autumn holiday, which has continued ever since, and there was another holiday
that month for the Royal Review. Another school outing is noted in October when the Infants and their
teacher spent the afternoon on the Blackford Hill, and the following day had a visit to the Royal Scottish
Museum ‘to observe animals of the cat tribe’. Museum visits soon became a regular feature of life at
Sciennes and still are today.

Egyptian Artefact Handling Sessions at Chambers Street National Museum with Primary Four pupils.

P4 pupils handle ancient Egyptian artefacts at the National Museum, Chambers Street.

The Perfect Pupil: seven years without a single day off! Jeannie Hopkirk was a pupil at Sciennes with perfect
attendance for seven years, during the period 1905 — 1912. She was rewarded with a silver medal,
presented to her by the School Board. Her sister Mary recalled to the Centenary Group ‘What an amazing
feat this was, considering the living and health conditions of those days’.

Ms Carolyn Anstruther, Depute Headteacher, recently re-introduced the practice of awarding medals for full
attendance in the Infant Department and it was wonderful to see so many pupils wearing them with pride.

Carolyn Anstruther, Depute Headteacher
The King’s Theatre in Edinburgh was built in 1905.
In 1906 the Pupil Teacher training system was abolished and was replaced with Junior Studentships.
Sciennes became one of the centres for Junior Student training and on November 1st ‘under the scheme of
the Edinburgh Provincial Committee for the practical training of students, 13 students have been
allocated to this school (3 male, 10 female)’. This was the year of the San Francisco earthquake.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR The First Decade at Sciennes: The Williamson Family
Jennifer Meiklyjohn
“My grandparents William and Isabella Williamson who live in Chapel Street had seven children born
between the years 1893 and 1895. Six of the children were pupils at Sciennes school during the early years
of its history.
The older children started their education at Davie Street school near the Pleasance area prior to the
opening of Sciennes. The school Admission Register shows that Alexander, the second child of the family
transferred from Davie Street on 14th April 1896 and was admitted to Sciennes with the admission number
3044. His brothers William, David and sister Christina transferred from Davie Street shortly afterwards while

the youngest two, my mother Isabella and their brother Peter, attended Sciennes for all their primary
education later going on to the newly opened Boroughmuir which was at that time the building on Bruntsfield
Links. Like so many of their generation my grandparents believed that a good education would provide their
children with the best possible start in life and that the fine facilities provided by the new Sciennes school
would ensure this. It is to their parents’ credit and no doubt to that of their teachers that the family all did well
in life.
If my mother told me much about her early education I am afraid I have forgotten the details but I do have
some impressions from what she described. Classes were very large. The class photographs of which we
have one for each member of the family, were taken in two groups; girls and boys separately. Added
together there were about sixty pupils in each class. Much of the learning was by rote and my mother was
always sorry for those children who could not remember their lessons and especially sorry for anyone who
had to be kept back to repeat a year. Worst of all was the disgrace of the Dunce’s cap. I am not sure if it was
ever actually worn but the threat of it was very real so it must have been there in the classroom. For the more
able pupils much of this repetitive learning was very boring. My mother often recalled the boredom of the
class reading lesson when each child in turn was called upon to stand up and read aloud the set pages for
the day from the class reading book. As a keen reader, she had rushed home the day the book was given
out and had read it from cover to cover, but no new book was produced until every child had stumbled
through the text page by page. I must add that not a lot had changed when I went to school some forty years
later and I too had to endure the boredom of the class reading lesson!
The Headmaster was a Mr Murray whom my mother described as a large man with big hands. His own
children attended Sciennes and his son Sam was in my mother’s class. She remembered one occasion
when Mr Murray strode into the classroom, struck his son a stinging blow across the face and left without a
word. My mother was very shocked and sorry for her classmate. No doubt it was this incident which left her
with the impression that Mr Murray’s hands were extra large.
Like all children of earlier generation, my mother’s chief dread was that of being late for school. No excuses
were accepted nor even expected and punishment with the strap was immediate. It was a long walk from
Chapel Street near George Square to Sciennes and my mother often recalled how they had to take to their
heels and run the last lap up Livingstone Place as the school bell started to ring, hoping to reach the
playground before it stopped. Mercy was shown to at least one child however; a little lame girl beside whom
my mother sat on her very first day at school and who became a lifelong friend.
The children were evidently not in total -awe of the ogre Mr Murray, because on Victoria Day they would
gather in the playground and chant:
“It’s the twenty fourth o’ May.
It’s the Queen’s birthday.
An’ if ye dinnae gi ‘s a holiday
We’ll a’ run away.”
Another recollection of my mother’s seems only credible in view of the very large classes. She said that
occasionally a pupil would return to school after the dinner interval (the children all went home in the middle
of the day) accompanied by a small brother or sister under school age, who was to be minded for the
afternoon. This caused great excitement to the class, as the wee one would shout out or cause some other
disturbance unheard of in those days of silent classrooms. If the Headmaster appeared the toddler was
stuffed under the desk and told to keep quiet, as he did not approve of this practice. Even these little ones
must have been in awe of the great man as they seemed to remain undiscovered, or perhaps, he was more
benign than his pupils realised and turned a ‘blind eye’. [This information on the unusual method of early
child care was passed on to the school PTA from two different sources. Seemingly in the early part of the

century pupils sometimes were sent to school in the afternoon with a pre-school sibling if mother was busy.
These small children were taken into class and sat beside their older brother or sister. If the headmaster
appeared they were stuffed under the desk where they remained silent until he left. One lady recalling this
practice now realises the headmaster must have known about it and turned a blind-eye. No doubt he realised
it was a social necessity sometimes.]
The set of class photographs we have in our family ‘archive’ show how smartly most of the children were
turned out for the photographer. My granny had a washtub filled with water heated on the range, a scrubbing
board and a little flat iron which also had to be heated on the fire. Yet each of her girls wore a beautifully
starched apron over her best dress for the occasion and the boys wore their Sunday suits and the stiff Eton
collars which were in fashion. My aunt was evidently not satisfied with her appearance and had ‘borrowed’,
secretly, a very special brooch belonging to her mother, quite forgetting that the camera would record her
crime. The story has caused much amusement to succeeding generations of the family.
Summer holidays were as eagerly looked forward to then as they are now and the young Williamsons went
each year to the seaside. Today’s children may be amused (and amazed) to learn that their holiday
destination was JOPPA - and they travelled there by horse drawn cab! A large trunk packed with all their
luggage went on the back. The family had lodgings in Morton Street. My grandfather was only able to be
with them for part of the time as he had a hairdresser’s business in Chapel Street and had to keep it open.
From my mother’s description of these holidays it is obvious that the family holiday at Joppa was a great
highlight in the year, and enjoyed just as much as those of today’s children in more exotic places.”

David Williamson, born 30/1/1897 second left front row. Photograph circa 1902.

David Williamson born 18/2/1889 third from left in front row. Photograph circa 1900.

Isabella Bowes Williamson born 1892 extreme right third row. Photograph circa 1899.

Peter Waldie Williamson born 1895 second right front row. Photograph circa 1900.

Christina Williamson born 1890 extreme left of third row. Photograph circa 1900.
The Qualifying Examination of January 1907 resulted in 72 pupils being transferred to Boroughmuir Higher
Grade School, and 17 Merit Certificates were also awarded. These exams were held twice a year in those
days, with two leaving dates. In September of 1907 electric light was installed which must have caused great
excitement. The years between 1907 and 1914 were punctuated by school exhibitions, outings, museum
visits, sports events, and of course the usual recurrent illnesses which affected attendance.

Last horse drawn tram at Tollcross in 1907.
Acknowledgement to Peter Stubbs www.edinphoto.com
In January 1908 the first medical examinations of schoolchildren began, as the government of the day had
become very concerned about the generally poor standard of children’s health and nutrition.
Health and Wellbeing form a vital part of our core curriculum and developments are co-ordinated by Miss
Shona Pearmain.

Shona Pearmain, Sciennes’ Health and Wellbeing Co-ordinator and Principal Teacher
Seasons for Growth forms part of our Health and Wellbeing programme, targeted at P5 pupils each year,
which helps pupils deal with change, trauma, loss or bereavement in small groups. It is sensitively and
successfully implemented by Rhona Kennedy, Support for Learning Teacher, and Vivienne Black, P1
Class Teacher.

Rhona Kennedy, ASL Teacher and Seasons for Growth Co-ordinator

Vivienne Black, P1 Class Teacher and Seasons for Growth Leader

At Sciennes we are most fortunate to have the expertise of our Support for Learning Teacher, Carol
Brechin, who capably supports our pupils with additional support needs.
The Olympic Games were held in London. (Italian authorities had been preparing to hold the games when
Mount Vesuvius erupted in 1906, devastating the city of Naples, so London was used as an alternative
venue.) Kenneth Grahame published “The Wind in the Willows”.

In 1909 Ernest Shackleton reached the South Pole.

1910-1920
STAFF
Mr Walker 1910-20 Assistant Headteacher
“Brilliant when he took the Bible talk in the mornings, his stories of the travels of St Paul fascinated us.”
Miss Kemp 1910-20
“A fine teacher who coached through various exams and also helped study for Heriot Bursary which was
missed due to Scarlet Fever.” James Lewis
Mr Watt 1910-20
“A very aggressive manner. He would walk up and down the rows of desks with his pointer in one hand
slapping it against the palm of his other hand.” Peggy Symington
“He would stand on the walkway overlooking the stairwell. He was always around with his strap and if
anyone stepped out of line the reward was a slap on the arm with the belt.” James D McLaren (1920-30)
Jimmy McCracken, popular swimming coach 1910-1940
Popular North Berwick pondmaster was praised in the Courier Newspaper 50 years ago: “Mr James

McCracken, coach of swimming champions and novices, owes much of his success to the personal touch,
particularly with youngsters. A friend who watched the activities at the North Berwick pond was much taken
by the enthusiasm of the kiddies. One of the youngsters of under five, displaying complete confidence in his
white-jerseyed guardian, was jumping into the deep end even attempting a dive. It is typical of his “Jimmy’s”
readiness to give encouragement that he knew nothing of the young “daredevil” except that his name was
David. The coach, who discovered and trained Ellen King and Jean McDowell, two of the finest swimmers
Britain has ever produced, has had even younger pupils. He had one visitor aged about three and a half.
McCracken in his time at North Berwick has coached the families of sporting, political and industrial
celebrities, and in Edinburgh ponds is ever ready to place his skill at the disposal of boys and girls from
various youth organisations.”

Mr McCracken
“He taught us on a pulley and If we didn’t do exactly what he told us he lowered us into the water.” Leslie
Wilson (1910-20)
“He was great. Thanks to him I finished as a Scottish Swimming Champion and finalist for the
Commonwealth Games.” Sara Wylie
“Black or navy one piece swimsuits were the uniform. We had to brush our knees, feet and hands with a hard
brush and carbolic soap before we were allowed near the pool.” Peggy Symington 1926

“I’ve always been grateful to Mr. McCracken as now I teach Brownies to swim.”
“How I loved that pool.” Margaret Tiffney nee Roy (1930-40)
“It's with great delight that I recall our swimming lessons from the tall, handsome Mr. McCracken and the
necessity to carry a ‘Shirley lake’, the name given to the sandwich we ate after swimming. I wore a knitted
costume which was usually down to my ankles.”
“Mr. McCracken was very strict and threatened us with a cold water hosing if we didn’t get dressed at the
double.” Jean Ingles nee Davis
“He delighted in making us ‘run under a cold shower.” June Spencer nee Symington
“Mr. McCracken was my favourite, as he put in my autograph book, ‘your grumpy old swimming master’. I
was the lucky girl to give him his gift on his retirement.” Catherine Sim nee Crosbie (1940-50)
“He lined us up and asked if we’d brushed our teeth, I don‘t know why!” Annie Davey nee MacGregor
"Our primary school swimming lessons were at Sciennes School, the only primary school around with its own
pool. Here, we came across the legendary swimming instructor, Jimmy McCracken. With his military bearing
and thin moustache, and always resplendent in his white shirt, white flannels and white shoes, he taught (or
scared) thousands of kids how to swim and dive over many years. I know he was at Sciennes school in the
mid-1930s, when my aunt went to the school, and he was still there in the mid-1950s, or later."
Bryan Gourlay, Biggar, Lanarkshire.

The famous Sciennes pool, shown here in the early 1900s, was incorporated in the original design of the
building when it was first constructed in 1892, reflecting Victorian ideals for health and fitness that are still
important today.

In 1910, for the first time, a meeting was held for school leavers and their parents at which a ‘visiting
member of the Board addressed the pupils on the advantages of attending the Continuation school.’
These were schools which pupils who had left elementary school could attend in the evenings if they had a
job, or during the day if they were unemployed. On May 6th 1910 King Edward VII died and ‘as the new
King was proclaimed in Edinburgh pupils joined in singing the National Anthem this morning’. On
May 11th a service was held ‘referring to the life and work of the late King’, and on the 20th, the day of
the funeral, schools were closed.

King Edward VII died May 6th 1910
During the summer holidays of 1910 a new central heating system was installed in Sciennes, but seems to
have caused problems in the new term as it was not in working order, and there was no swimming until
November 24th.
The Parliamentary election of December 1911 meant another school holiday. However, the most exciting
event of 1911 must have been the Coronation of King George V. On June 20th all the children received
Coronation mugs and on the 23rd, Coronation Day, ‘pupils met in school at 1.30 by order of the Board
then marched to East Meadows and engaged in games and races till interrupted by rain reassembled
in school and were addressed by the Headmaster. Each child was presented with a bag of cakes and
box of rock. After singing the National Anthem and giving three cheers for the King and Queen the
children were dismissed’. The next day was Coronation Holiday.

George V

King George V crowned in June 1911

Mugs to mark the coronation of King George V and Queen Mary were issued to pupils
An interesting entry for November 1911 proves that school work was not quite as dull as those of us who
have grown up in the second half of the twentieth century may think: ‘Nov. 7th ‘50—60 teachers from
Falkirk visited Supplementary classes. They inspected record books, weather observation, graphical
representations, mounted specimens of Botany, maps, diagrams, articles showing correlation
between woodwork and mathematics’. Puccini’s “Madame Butterfly opened at La Scala Opera House,
Milan.
In 1912 Stockholm in Sweden hosted the Olympic Games and in December we find the first reference in the
logbook to a school party for Supplementary classes. Two hundred years ago on 15th April the Titanic sank
with the loss of 1,503 lives.
LINK HERE TO TITANIC VIDEO P4C
Pupils in Mrs McVicker’s P4C class scripted, filmed and presented this video using iPads following their
project on the Titanic in the summer term of 2012.

Medical inspection of the children in 1913 was augmented for the first time by dental examinations, thereafter
held in school every week or fortnight. This year saw the completion of the Woolworth Building, one of the
New York’s tallest skyscrapers. War raged in the Balkans.
The first big event recorded in 1914 was the 6th centenary of the Battle of Bannockburn on June 23rd. The
Headmaster addressed the pupils on the significance of the battle, and on 24th a holiday was given. 2014
will mark the 7th centenary of the battle and the Scottish National Party intend to hold a referendum to decide
if Scotland should become an independent country.
No direct mention was made of the outbreak of war in August in the Sciennes’ logbooks.

Permission requested
[http://digital.nls.uk/experiencesofwar/indepth/index-indepth.html George Ramsay, teacher at Sciennes.
Lance Corporal George Ramage (1882-1934) was an ordinary soldier in the British army. He had been a
school teacher before the War. In January 1915 he enlisted as a Lance Corporal in the Gordon Highlanders,
and in April - after training - was sent to France. He experienced the full horror of trench warfare before being
wounded and hospitalised in June 1915. His story is recorded in a remarkable diary that he kept and which
is now in the National Library of Scotland.
Lance Corporal George Ramage (1882-1934)
George Ramage, the son of William Ramage, a gilder from Aberdeen, was born at 15 Regent Terrace,
Grangetown, Sunderland, on 14 April 1882. At the age of eight George lived with two maiden aunts in
Aberdeen. Later, he attended the University of Aberdeen, being awarded a Master of Arts degree in 1904.
After university he became a primary school teacher, serving first as an assistant teacher at Beith Academy
in Ayrshire. In 1906 he was at Roseburn Primary School, Edinburgh. He moved four years later to Gorgie
Primary School, Edinburgh, and between 1910 and early 1915 was working in North Canongate Primary
School and Sciennes Primary School, still in Edinburgh.
It is possible that Ramage joined the Army in an administrative role when the Great War arrived. What is

certain, however, is that he enlisted as a Lance Corporal with the 3rd Gordon Highlanders on 19 January
1915. He trained with the 1st Gordon Highlanders at their barracks in Aberdeen and in April 1915 was sent to
Flanders as part of a company largely composed of veterans who had already seen action with the British
Expeditionary Force.
Ramage's front-line war experiences lasted all of three months. During that time, however, he experienced
much of what any common soldier, from either side, must have had to put up with in the trenches: mud,
barbed wire, machine guns, bombs and shrapnel, army discipline, lack of provisions and lice. Ramage was
one of the first soldiers to experience a German gas attack.
Ramage served as a trench grenadier until he was wounded, being shot by a sniper in the left hand in June
1915. After a series of operations he had to have his left hand and the lower part of his arm amputated. In
July 1915 he was sent to Roehampton Hospital in London. He must have been one of the first patients there
as the hospital had only started to accept patients on 20 June 1915. It had been established specifically to
cater for the ever-increasing number of amputees returning from the Front. Ramage remained in hospital
until he was discharged in August 1916, at which point he returned to Scotland.
We know that George Ramage returned to teaching at some point after the War. He taught at Sciennes
Primary School in Edinburgh. The clearest insight we have of him at this period comes from a
contribution to the Sciennes School Centenary book, published in 1992. In it, a Mr James McLaren,
who appears to have been at the school from 1920 to 1930, writes: 'Mr Ramage had only one hand but
none of us mentioned it. He was a fine man and had a humanity that many others failed to display'.
After the war he frequently visited Aberdeen, staying at a guesthouse run by a Mrs Davidson, first at Kintore
Place and later at Mount Street. He also liked to holiday in Europe. He was a keen musician and the loss of a
hand did not prevent him from playing the piano in an improvised fashion. Little else is known about George
Ramage's later years, and he died in Edinburgh on 4 March 1934, just short of his fifty-second birthday.]

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1908 - 1914
SHADOW OVER SCIENNES – memories of a pupil during the First World War
Mary Hopkirk
“I went to Sciennes School in the year 1908. I spent six happy years there. I liked my teachers, the subjects
that I was taught, and the various activities in which we participated.
All this happiness came to an abrupt end, one day in August, in the year 1914 - the First World War began.
School days were never the same again - neither was the school, because the pupils of Warrender Park
School were merged with Sciennes. Soldiers were billeted in Warrender Park School. I now attended School
on alternate weeks. One week from 08.30am until l2.30pm and the next week from 12.45pm to 4.45pm.
Much worse than this was to follow. I had been taught to swim at Sciennes School - and I enjoyed it - also I
liked gymnastics. But now, the Swimming Pool and the Gymnasium were given over to be used by the
Military only. The loss of these facilities was resented by many of the children.
The war was brought to our attention in other ways. Many wounded soldiers were resident in the Salisbury
Green - Marchhall area, where the University Pollock Halls are today. Our nimble hands were used to help
the war effort. Large quantities of a moss called Sphagnum were laid out on tables, around which we stood.
We picked and teased the moss. A job we did well. Later - adults would make some type of bandages, and,
these pads would be used by wounded soldiers.
There were many individual acts of heroism during the Great War - but the one which attracted the most
attention of school children was the death of Jack Cornwell - not much older than the pupils of Sciennes
School, when he lost his life at the Battle of Jutland in the year 1916. Young Jack stayed at his post - serving

the giant gun until the mighty battle cruiser finally disappeared below the waves, taking the boy Jack and
many of his colleagues to their watery graves. For his valour and courage Jack was awarded the highest
military decoration his country could give - the Victoria Cross. I still look at a photograph of Jack Cornwell. It
is on a stamp, and the inscription reads: ‘In Aid of the ‘Jack Cornwell Ward’ at the Star and Garter Home’.
I believe this hospital was in England. I contributed One Penny to the Weekly Collection!”

Sciennes ‘ Gym Hall in the 1900s was located in the basement, which currently houses our Library and ICT
Suite. What an amazing array of apparatus! Indian clubs, exercise bars and pulleys. In the late 1960s the
Gym Hall was relocated to its current position on the ground floor.

Lucy Casot (nee Watson), whose daughter Jessica is in P4 and son Luca is in P1, wrote about some of
the old photographs of Sciennes when she was a P7 pupil in 1983.
The summer holidays of 1914 ended on 1st September and on the 2nd ‘Mr. Walker was called up for
military duty’, followed on the 18th by Mr. Crocker the swimming instructor. This was the only reference to
the war until October; then on October 8th ‘Warrender Park School requisitioned by the military

authorities - the Board decides to house pupils in Sciennes. Infants of both schools attend in the
mornings but other classes - one school in the forenoon, one in the afternoon alternate weeks...’. On
October 13th members of the School Board arrived ‘to discuss arrangements for providing dinners for
poor children or children whose fathers are at the front’. This was the first time schools provided dinners.
In 1915 frequent concerts and exhibitions were given during the war to raise funds. The first of these was on
April 30th ‘demonstration of May Day games and songs held in the playground the top Supplementary
class also took part and sang the Serbian national anthem collection made for the Serbian fund £10’.
Another teacher left for military duty in May, and in June the first swimming tests were taken by ‘boys under
Board’s instructors’ for certificates of the Royal Life Saving Society’. The war began to affect the
timetable in 1915: September 10th - ‘no cookery this week instructress on leave as instructress in
cookery at a training camp’, and on September 22nd - ‘manual instruction to be confined to
Wednesday and Thursday mornings several instructors have volunteered for munition work subject
now for Supplementary boys only’. It is worth noting here that cookery, manual instruction, as well as
sewing and P.T. were still taken by instructors not teachers. In November 1915 Mr. Crockett, the
Headmaster, was forced to resign because of ill health and his post was taken by Major Whitton from
Tollcross School. As Major Whitton was serving at the front, the 1st assistant, Mr. Richardson, was to take
temporary charge. School work carried on throughout the war as normally as possible. In 1915 Edinburgh
Turnhouse airport was established for the Royal Flying Corps (later to be known as the Royal Air Force RAF)
housing 603 squadron. The German military began launching bombing attacks on Britain using Zeppelin
airships.
By 1916 the Olympic Games scheduled for Berlin did not take place, because of World War I. At school there
were such severe staff shortages in Higher Grade schools that a Supplementary class teacher was
transferred to Boroughmuir. There were more class outings than ever before, perhaps due to staff shortages,
perhaps to take the children’s minds off the terrible events in the world. Whatever the reason, they must have
been greatly enjoyed. However, even - during wartime there were problem pupils; in March 1916 ‘a boy was
convicted at the police court for attempted housebreaking and sent to Wellington Reformatory’.
On a more serious note several former pupils told us about a little girl called Alice Bell who was unlucky
enough to receive facial scarring in the first ever Zeppelin raid over Edinburgh on 3rd April 1916. This
unfortunate child was the subject of much interest to adults who used to come to the school and ask to see
her. Her classmates remember feeling very sorry for her! (Her sister was killed in the raid and this information
interested her classmates, not her scarred face). 24 bombs were dropped, killing 16 people and injuring 30.
Details from this police report indicate the extent of the damage across the city and close to Sciennes:

The first bomb which fell within the City was a high explosive one and landed at 11.50pm in a vacant piece of
ground at Bellevue Terrace – the north eastern part of the City. No person was injured by this explosion and
damage to property consisted of windows being smashed on seven adjoining streets.
The second bomb dropped in Edinburgh was an incendiary one and fell on the roadway at the Mound about
400 yards from Edinburgh Castle and almost due south from Bellevue Terrace.
The third was a high explosive bomb and fell on the roof of the dwelling house at 39 Lauriston Place
occupied by Dr. John McLaren, wrecking the roof, ceiling and inner wall dividing the house from number 41.
Although both premises were occupied, none of the inmates were injured. A man who was on the street in
Graham Street about 80 yards west was, however, injured by a portion of the bomb and has since died.

An explosive bomb fell in the grounds of George Watson’s College about 150 yards due south of 39
Lauriston Place. No person was injured.
An incendiary bomb fell on the Meadows.
About 11.55pm a high explosive bomb fell on the tenement at 82 Marchmont Crescent, exploded on striking,
a large portion of the shell travelling downwards through the ceilings and flooring of these flats and landed on
the floor of the ground flat house, number 80 Marchmont Crescent.
No person was injured.
A high explosive bomb fell on the tenement at 183 Causewayside which consists of single and double room
houses. Six persons were injured and the building practically wrecked.
At 81 Hatton Place an incendiary bomb fell in the garden in the rear of this villa doing no damage.
An incendiary bomb fell in the garden at the rear of the villa at 28 Blacket Place doing no damage.
An incendiary bomb was dropped in the grounds of the Royal Infirmary.
A high explosive bomb fell on the pavement in Grassmarket immediately in front of the “White Hart Hotel”, at
number 34, injuring four people, one of whom has since died.
A high explosive bomb fell on the Castle Rock, south west corner.
An explosive bomb fell on the County Hotel, 21 Lothian Road, injuring very slightly an inmate. The roof and
interior of the building were badly damaged.
An explosive bomb fell in the valley of the Water of Leith opposite Coltbridge Gardens.
An explosive bomb fell in the valley of the Water of Leith near the Mill Lade.
An explosive bomb fell in the valley of the Water of Leith near to Donaldson’s Hospital School.
In Marshall Street, a working class tenement, an explosive bomb fell on the pavement opposite number 16
about 12.20am from which six persons were killed and seven injured.
At Haddon’s Court, Nicolson Street, an explosive bomb was dropped and three persons injured.
An explosive bomb fell on the tenement at 69 St Leonards Hill killing a child and injuring two people.
In the King’s Park, northern portion, an incendiary bomb was dropped.
In the King’s Park, southern portion, three explosive bombs were dropped.
In the grounds of Prestonfield House, Prestonfield Road, an incendiary bomb was dropped.

Zeppelin L14 which carried out the raid on Edinburgh.
In September 1916 Mr. Crockett sadly died after only ten months of retirement, and on September 19th there
was a half day for his funeral.

A log entry for May 1917 shows how much the hardships of war were by then affecting everybody ‘..cookery instruction for girls in the Supplementary class discontinued from today in order that
demonstrations in wartime cookery may be given to the public. These take place in the cookery room
every afternoon and evening’. A former pupil remembers sitting in a classroom with what seemed like very
many other children and being given an empty shoe box and a small bundle of old socks, pieces of knitted
material or old tweed and being told to unravel them and fill the shoe box. She does not say if she knew what
this was for! As Warrender Park School was taken over by the army, their pupils had to ‘share’ Sciennes, so
a shift system was introduced. Sciennes children attended school one week from 8.30am to 12.30pm and the
following week from 12.45pm to 4.45 pm. The children from Warrender Park attended, with their teachers, in
the same pattern afternoon or morning. One former pupil remembered they were no longer allowed the use
of the swimming pool or gym as these too had been requisitioned by the army. At the time he resented this
but later as an adult appreciated that their need was probably greater! In Russia, revolution began in St
Petersburg.
The first entry of 1918 is - ‘closed at 1pm to give pupils an opportunity of visiting the tank’. Pupils could
thus visit ‘Julian’ the Tank processing along Princes Street. Tank Banks was the name given to a World War
I fund raising campaign by the British Government. Six Mark IV armoured tanks toured the towns and cities
of England, Scotland and Wales to promote of sale of government War Bonds and War Savings Certificates.
Lord Provost Taggart made a speech: "We want your money not to continue, but to end the war".

“Julian” the Tank
Muriel Spark, author of “The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie” set in Gillespie’s School was born in February,
1918.
Later in the year infectious diseases began to spread, so much so that by July 8th, ‘owing to the
prevalence of infectious diseases and on the reorganisation of the Town Council as the Sanitary
Authority of the city, the school was closed from Friday. Announcement made to pupils this morning
that school was immediately dismissed to 3rd September’. On October 14th 1918 Major Whitton had
been able to begin his work as Headmaster having returned safely. However the infamous Spanish Influenza
epidemic of that winter which killed more than 200,000 people in Britain and up to 50 million worldwide
certainly affected Sciennes: 1918 October 25th - ‘increased number of influenza cases’. Eventually an
estimated 30 million worldwide will succumb to this epidemic.
October 31st- ‘by order of the Board school closed today to reopen on 21st November, owing to the
prevalence of influenza’. (In December whooping cough also recurred). There is no direct reference in the
logbook to the cessation of hostilities on 11th November. The period of the First World War was not a happy
time for the children at Sciennes and they must have been glad when Armistice Day arrived. On Armistice
Day the children were all marched to church in Roseburn Terrace for a service and at 11am had a two
minute silence. One pupil remembers singing and dancing in the streets. Every pupil was presented with a
box of Edinburgh rock, a big bag of tea bread and a medal with ‘PEACE’ inscribed on it. This medal was
worn on each 11th of November to the Armistice service.

Each November around Armistice Day Mr Howie and Primary Seven pupils sell poppies in school to
remember fallen soldiers.

FORMER PUPIL AND TEACHER MEMOIR Forty years at Sciennes 1914-1953
This memoir was contributed for our Centenary Celebrations in 1992.
“So far as I am aware Sciennes School which might be called my Alma Mater will celebrate its 100th birthday
in 1992. I wondered if a few memories might interest you from a former pupil and former member of staff. I
joined the first class, Infants I, now presumably called Primary I, in December 1914 at the age of five, in the
Infant Mistress’s class, Miss Brander. I certainly owe the foundation of my schooling to that devoted lady to
whose memory I am happy to pay tribute. From her, after a year, I progressed to Miss Ferguson, an excellent
teacher who completed my infants’ training. We sat in long rows then in the galleried classrooms and there
were no playthings, sand trays or books to read and the like. In Junior I, now I suppose Primary 3, I came
under the influence of Miss Helen Atkinson who belonged to Gattonside, another splendid teacher who
achieved success by quiet encouragement of her pupils. In Senior I, (Primary 5), I moved to Mr Alexander
Watt, nicknamed ‘Beakie’ Watt, who maintained discipline with willow wands which we, boys, were given the
job of smoothing off the nodules where side branches or twigs had been. In Senior 3 (Primary 7) a select
number of pupils who were potential ‘bursary’ winners (for Royal High and Heriot’s principally) were given
additional tuition from the first assistant or deputy head, Mr James Richardson, ‘Cockie Richardson.’ Classes
were held in the male staff room where we knelt on the floor and used our forms as writing desks! I still
possess a photograph of the ‘bursary’ class of 1920/21. In those days there was the supplementary division
on the top flat with joinery and cookery classrooms for those who did not progress to secondary schools.
Classes were huge. In each infant room there were two classes separated only by a low curtain stretched
from a hook at the back of the room to an abacus on the floor.

I suppose you could this was ‘open-plan.’ Some of us managed to listen-in to what was going on across the
curtain. We used slates and we sharpened our slate pencils on the projecting ledges in the shed in the
playground. How slate pencil could shriek and how our jersey sleeves became dirty when we forgot our slate
cleaning rag.
After University and Moray House my first post in 1932 was as a supply teacher at Sciennes. There were 55
pupils in the class I got and when the teacher through the partition next door went off ill the Headmaster
threw back the partition and I, a young teacher newly out of college, was left to cope with 110 youngsters.
Fortunately, my old teacher, Miss Atkinson, was next door through the partition at the other side of the room
and she gave friendly advice. In these days teaching posts could not be obtained because of one of the
recurrent slumps and many who were with me at Moray House never taught a single day. I had temporary,
supply posts in my first year in thirteen schools before I was appointed to Couper Street School in Leith, now
no more. Then I was transferred to Bruntsfield and the Royal High, my second Alma Mater, as I was the
lucky one who obtained a bursary in the ‘bursary’ class. Incidentally the school got a half-holiday because I
had won! At the same time I had to try to increase my income (my salary was £150 per annum) by working in
the evening school. Thanks to Mr Alexander Bee, a teacher in Sciennes and Headmaster of Albion Road
Evening School, I was employed at five shillings an hour rising by three pence after three years’ experience!
In time I became the head of the Edinburgh School of Salesmanship, then the leading school for the
distributive trades in Scotland, no longer in existence.
At the beginning of the 1939 war I found myself seconded to the Ministry of Information in connection with
the scheme to provide film education for children evacuated to the country. In 1941 I was seconded to the
Royal Air Force Educational Service. On my return, a third secondment took place as Assistant Director of
Education in the absence of Mr Frizell the director on educational advisory duties abroad. My next
appointment post-war was as First Assistant in Sciennes School where I remained until I joined in 1953 the
Department of Extra-Mural Studies in the University of Edinburgh from which I retired seventeen years ago
as Head of the Department and Director.
Space prevents my telling of running the gauntlet of snowballs in winter as you went down the outside stair to
the assembly lines in the lower playground; how huts were added in the lower playground for classes and as
a dining hall; how the Jewish children came back to school in the afternoon for instruction by the rabbi; how
we had in the top classes to learn one item from the Shorter Catechism each day. (We didn’t understand a
word of it and in hindsight I don’t think Mr Watt knew either as he never seemed to bother to explain the
curious language to us); how in the 1914 war no paints or crayons were available for art which was little
taught but I remember entering a competition sponsored by Brooke Bond tea for a drawing of a teacup and
saucer which we coloured by shading with the dirty ink in the inkwells in the desks! ; how there was a daily
service on the first floor where all the partitions were wheeled back, children, sitting three to each double
desk, the upstairs children standing in rows on the floor, while chairs were set out for the staff, the music
being provided by a heavy harmonium which it took two or three boys to shove into position; how in 1918 the
school being marched in as usual was stopped on the staircase by the headmaster on the bridge shouting
‘about turn’ - and we marched off home, the school being closed because of the excessive absence from
influenza epidemic; and the other occasion when the same thing happened for a pleasanter reason in 1919
when we were sent home to hang out the flags of victory, each of us having received a commemorative
medal - and I still have my medal! ; or how the children of my class jealously guarded my car in the bottom
playground when I alone of the staff arrived by car each day.
In the early days of the 1914 war Sciennes went on to half-time teaching except, I think, for the qualifying

class. The school was shared with Warrender Park School which was commandeered as a barracks for
troops. Sciennes attended one week in the morning and the next in the afternoon, the process reversed for
Warrender Park. Kenneth Whitton, the Sciennes headmaster and a Territorial was called up early and Mr
Richardson was the Acting Head of Sciennes. Warrender Park had its own Headmaster. The two Heads
shared the Headmaster’s room. Kenneth Whitton returned after the end of hostilities in 1919 as Colonel
Whitton, a hero to us children. He was an enthusiast for visual aids for geography and classes were
combined to see slides of foreign countries, the slides being obtained from a collection lent by the Royal
High. The old magic lantern often gave trouble when the carbon arcs were maladjusted. Sometimes we boys
were allowed to put through the slides. That made us important!
I really must stop the ramblings of an old age pensioner before you are bored completely but I thought you
might just like to know something of an earlier age when Sciennes was one of the largest schools in the city.
When I was appointed, both the Headmaster and the First Assistant had the highest salaries for such posts
under the authority. Sometimes it is better to be reminded personally than from an entry in a logbook.
May all connected with Sciennes have a successful centenary year.” NAME?

1919 February 7th - ‘fresh outbreak of influenza’. In April 1919 an important change took place when the
School Board was replaced by the newly elected Education Authority. The Treaty of Versailles was signed on
May 7th 1919 and on May 28th pupils were granted a half day to see Field Marshal Haig receive the
Freedom of the City. A peace celebration service at Sciennes was not held until July 1919: ‘....names of
former pupils who fell in the war were read out and the pupils saluted the flag at the same time doing
honour to the memory of the fallen heroes’.

Edinburgh Corporation Transport (ECT) was formed to operate the city’s tramways and took delivery of its
first Leyland charabanc buses.

Charabanc on tour around Holyrood Park.

In July, for the first time, the school sports took place at Nelson’s Ground, Parkside, for boys and girls. In
November 1919 the ‘swimming bath record of 155 lengths (Wm. Tait, Sciennes) was broken by Thos.
Docherty of St. Columba’s R.C. School’, but on the 19th ‘Jeanie Thompson, Supplementary 1 swam

200 lengths of the bath-regained swimming record for her school’. Today our pupils compete in a
Swimming Gala, held this year at Ainslie Park Swimming Pool while the Royal Commonwealth Pool
undergoes refurbishment.
Many of the 74 German ships interned in the Royal Navy’s base at Scapa Flow, Orkney, after the end of the
First World War were scuttled (sunk) on German orders. The Cenotaph was erected in London in memory of
those who had lost their lives in the war and Siegfried Sassoon published his “War Poems”. The League of
Nations was formed this year and the world’s oldest existing airline, KLM Netherlands, was established.

The Twenties
1920-1930
STAFF
Miss McLeod 1920-30
“Delightful, truly dedicated and caring.”
Miss Dickinson 1920-30
“Delightful, truly dedicated and caring.”
Miss Porteous 1920-30
“I Remember how kind she was - a little brat put a bead up her nose and she had to run with me to Sick Kids
to get it removed.” Mrs Isabel Langham, Troy Mi USA.
Miss Ross 1920-30
“Strict disciplinarian but very good.” Marin Nicholson

Miss Campbell 1920-30
“I was teased for being a MacDonald.” Mrs E Gordon (Nee Annie MacDonald)
“Had the talent to bring out the best in her pupils. Miss Campbell sent a tonic to my house when I was ill. She
showed great kindness to my family.” Peggy Symington
Mr Ramage 1920-30
“Mr Ramage had only one hand but none of us mentioned it. He was a fine man and had a humanity that
many others failed to display.” James Mclaren
Miss Brown 1920-40
“An excellent formidable teacher. Due to her efforts I passed the qualifying exam.” Peggy Symington
“Many of the pupils were afraid of her but I enjoyed her.” Constance Maclean neé Cairns
1920 During the 1920’s, while Prohibition began in the United States and the 1920 Olympics opened in
Antwerp, Belgium, there were a number of important events and developments which affected Sciennes to
varying degrees. Outbreaks of Measles, Whooping Cough, Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever continued to be
mentioned, although in June 1920 vaccination was carried out for the first time. In the same month the school
catchment area was enlarged to include the district east of Marchmont Road. Another sporting success came
when the girls won the Colonel Campbell Cup for proficiency in Overhead Ball in June of 1920 (which was
open to all Education Authority schools). That same year the Education Authority also instigated the Authority
sports at Powderhall. The poverty of many children in the early twenties is noted when in December 1920 we
first read that ‘eight children received a pair of boots from St. Cuthbert’s Co-operative Association’.
This became an annual gift. (From 1923 there was also the Chief Constable’s Boot Fund.) On November
11th Westminster Abbey was chosen for the ‘Tomb of the Unknown Soldier’ in memory of all unidentified,
fallen soldiers.
The school population continued to grow and in September 1921 the first huts were erected in the
playground. Today temporary huts in the rear playground house four classes. Many children achieved
academic success. In March 1921 Agnes Morris and Charles Cumming were awarded the Sir Walter Scott
essay prizes, and in September J. Barclay gained a Robertson Scholarship to the Royal High School.
Scholarships and bursaries to Heriot’s and the Royal High were thereafter competed for every year. Albert
Einstein was rewarded for his own scientific endeavours with the Nobel Prize in Physics.
The very first cinema visit is mentioned in February 1922 - a trip to the King’s Cinema to see ‘The Prince of
Wales Tour’. Later that month there was a holiday for another Royal event, the marriage of Princess Mary.
One big change for teachers came in September 1922 with the introduction of superannuation payments to
be deducted from their salaries! All the trams in Edinburgh were electric by 1922 and the first open topped
double decker buses appeared.

First open top double decker bus appeared in edinburgh 1922.

In May 1923 school photographs were taken, [see below] and pupils from Illinois USA wrote looking for pen
friends. In July of that year the King and Queen visited Edinburgh and ‘children attended a massed
gathering of scholars in the King’s Park’. September 1923 saw the end of Supplementary classes and the
introduction of a new ‘Advanced Department’ for pupils over the leaving age of 14; ‘a large number of
pupils from Bristo, Causewayside, St. Leonard’s, Preston St., South Bridge and Warrender Park have
been enrolled’. The world’s first domestic refrigerator was sold in Sweden in 1923 and construction started
on the Sydney Harbour Bridge. In June Edinburgh Corporation Tramways operated its last cable-hauled
tram.

Jane Briggs Hutchison (Jean) second back row, third left.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1923
Jane Briggs Hutchison (known as Jean), courtesy of son Bill Goodall (Australia)
My mother, Jane Briggs Burns Hutchison (known as Jean), was born in 1914 and lived in her early years with
her war-widow mother at 42 Sciennes and later at 110 Ratcliffe Terrace; her siblings - Laurence and May were a little older, but also may have attended Sciennes Primary. In the photo, my mother is in the secondback row, third left; I am unable to identify any of the other pupils.
I came across "A Dozen Decades at Sciennes" checking out details while scanning some old family
photographs, [see above]. In the history, mention is made that, "In May 1923 school photographs were taken
. . .". This, in which my late mother appears, may be one of them - though it could have been taken a year or
two later. Of course, you may already be in possession of a copy.The photographers were D & W Prophet of

Dundee, who had a branch in Edinburgh. They were listed in the trade directories there only from 1906 until
1910, though they continued to take photographs throughout Scotland, particularly of school classes, until at
least the 1960s.
Wth my regards.
Bill Goodall
Canberra, ACT, Australia

In May 1924 Meggetland Recreation Ground was opened and Sciennes was second in the schools’
championships. Currently each year in June at Meggetland, James Gillespie’s High School holds a whole
day Transition Festival for all P7 pupils within the cluster from Sciennes, James Gillespie’s, Tollcross,
Preston Street and Royal Mile Primary Schools. In September, Causewayside School was closed and
Sciennes’ numbers rose even more. At the Paris Olympic Games, Johnny Weissmuller (Tarzan) was winning
three gold medals in Swimming. Scotsman Eric Liddell also competed, winning the 400m and breaking the
world record.
January 1925 has the first reference to an ‘entertainment’ in the La Scala Cinema, and the Lord Provost’s
treat in the King’s Theatre. Both of these were to become eagerly awaited annual treats for the poorer school
children of Edinburgh. Currently P3-P7 pupils visit the Lyceum Theatre each Christmas as part of our festive
programme of events.
We must not forget that throughout the 1920s frequent school inspections took place every year. However
the Inspectors cannot have been such ogres - the main annual Inspection was usually followed by an
‘Inspection Holiday’ and in April 1925 Sciennes’ first eleven won the H.M.I.‘s Football Trophy, previously
won by them in 1893. On May 28th 1925 ‘18 pupils chosen by their class fellows, were guests of Mr. J.
Ramsay Macdonald this afternoon at Waverley Market’. Ramsay MacDonald was at this time UK Prime
Minister. In Italy, Benito Mussolini (Il Duce) announced he was taking dictatorial power.
An auspicious event in February 1926 was the first wireless concert given for pupils! The famous General
Strike of 1926 is only mentioned once in May as ‘in no way interfering with attendance’. Much more
noteworthy to the headmaster was the first address on ‘Safety First’ delivered to pupils by an Edinburgh
Police Inspector, an indication of the increasing traffic volume. Many former pupils will remember these
lectures and demonstrations in the playground which continued for many years. Road Safety continues to be
a focus at school and Junior Road Safety Officers are elected in P7 each year. Sciennes participates in
campaigns to improve road safety in the local area.

Pupils from Sciennes Primary (including Willard in P3 pictured above) and James Gillespie's Primary Schools
helped launch 20mph speed restrictions in the area surrounding both schools.

In 1926 John Logie Baird, a Scottish engineer and inventor, gave a demonstration of a machine for the
transmission of pictures, which he called 'television'. Around 50 scientists assembled in his attic workshop in
London to witness the event. It was not until after the World War Two that televisions became widely
available. “Winnie-the-Pooh” was published by author A. A. Milne.
Armistice Day in November 1927 was marked in an innovative way when ‘by wireless the pupils heard
Prince Henry’s speech, the sounding of The Last Post and the playing of ‘The Land o’ the Leal’‘. That
same month eight out of twelve prizes in the ‘Fairy Gas’ competition, for the whole of Scotland, came to
Sciennes. We have been unable to find a full explanation of what this was; perhaps some former pupil will
remember, though reference to an essay competition, open to children who used gas in their school, has
been found in an Australian newspaper of the time. Pan American Airways was formed and “Blue Skies” by
Irving Berlin was a popular song of the day.
In 1928 the first traffic lights in Edinburgh were installed at the junction of Picardy Place/York Place and
Broughton Street. They were the second set of lights in Britain.

First traffic lights installed in Broughton Street, Edinburgh
The first 'talkie' (film with dialogue) “The Jazz Singer” was shown in Britain. Alexander Fleming discovered
penicillin but it was not until World War Two that it began to be mass produced. In March Mr. Whitton retired
as headmaster and was given a presentation by pupils, parents and staff. One notable feature of Mr.
Whitton’s entries in the school’s logbook is his obvious interest in the Jewish children of Sciennes. There are
frequent references to the special Jewish holidays which necessitated their absence, and on one occasion
the Rabbi was invited to address the school. No other headmaster in the logbooks made any such entries.
The new headmaster was Mr. J. Mitchell who also came from Tollcross School. It is worth noting an entry on
October 19th 1928: ‘number of ‘lefts’ was above average, several parents have removed to new
housing estates’. That year, in November, poppies were first sold in school for the Earl Haig Fund as they
are today by Mr Howie and P7 pupils. Aviator Amelia Earhart became the first woman to pilot an aircraft
across the Atlantic Ocean and Walt Disney’s ‘Mickey Mouse’ first appeared in “Steamboat Willie”. The

Olympic Games were held in Amsterdam, Netherlands and The Flying Scotsman provided a fast rail link to
London.
An entry for March 1929 shows that poverty was still widespread, especially in the older parts of the city:
‘family of 4 children admitted from North Canongate School record of attendance deplorable show
symptoms of tuberculosis’. 28th May 1929 was the ‘six-centenary of Bruce’s granting the Charter to
the city’. There was a holiday and a celebration. Sciennes was to present a tableau for the Pageant, either
‘Queen Mary and her Four Manes’ or ‘James IV and Margaret Tudor’. Unfortunately the only reference to
this is an entry about a planning meeting on April 23rd. Mr. Mitchell left Sciennes on June 10th 1929, after
only fifteen months, transferring to Portobello Secondary School, and his post was taken by Mr. Daniel
Cameron from Parson’s Green. Shortly afterwards comes the first mention of the Edinburgh Children’s
Holiday Fund, another example of help for the poorer ones- and that summer seven Sciennes pupils went to
Kelty. The crash of the American Wall Street financial markets in 1929 crippled the economies of the US and
Europe, resulting in the Great Depression of the 1930s.

1930-1940
STAFF
Miss Bliss 1930-40
“She kept a rocking horse at the back of the class that we could go on we had finished our work.” Constance
Maclean neé Cairns
Mr Beaton 1930-40
“Gave dancing lessons for the Qualifying Dance and chose Jean Inglis to demonstrate the Polka with him
which was great fun.”
Miss Souter 1930-40
“A gentle lady, loved by us all.” Jean Inglis
The 1930’s saw continued developments in education such as increased wireless lessons, more involvement
of parents and more fundraising ideas such as whist drives and coffee mornings. There were annual Safety
First demonstrations as traffic dangers increased, and frequent Temperance lectures warning of other
dangers. Sciennes always performed well in sporting events, winning the Priesthill Trophy, the MP’s Cup etc.
several times. The first football World Cup was held in Uruguay in 1930. In 1928 the school had got its very
own wireless but it was not without problems as the first entry for 1930 tells us that it and the wireless in the
janitor’s house were ‘thrown out by the changeover from direct to alternating current’. A ‘rectifier’ and
a ‘trickle charger’ had to be bought for each at a cost of 6 guineas (£6.30). That January of 1930 seems to
have been most unpleasant altogether. As well as the usual poor weather and prevalent illnesses, ceilings in
the school were being renewed as they had begun to crumble and so there were two classes in each room.
Colds and lime dust were affecting teachers and pupils and this work continued, sometimes necessitating
half days until March! On February 21st there was a welcome break when ‘school dismissed at 1.10pm for
a skating holiday - an unusual event in recent years’. Finally on March 21st the Authority closed the
school until April 28th to make completion of work easier. During this time staff took their classes to various
places of interest all over the city. The annual Safety First demonstration in May 1930 included ‘a working
model of the new electric traffic control signals showing red, yellow, green for Stop, Caution, Go’!
The most important educational change to the schools in 1930 was that in May the Education Authority
became the Edinburgh Corporation Education Committee, as it was to remain for over forty years. In June
the Prince of Wales visited the Royal Infirmary and caused an unexpected treat for class Senior 2 who
‘returned by tramcar from a visit to the National Gallery owing to crowds on the usual walking route
by Forrest Road and the Meadows’. It is a route we still commonly use today. That week also saw dental

examinations for pupils, especially the Infants. A mysterious ‘Fairy Gas’ competition was again held that
October with two prizes of 5 shillings (25p) for essays from Sciennes pupils. On October 10th a special
school service was held to remember the ‘National Disaster’, the loss of the airship R101, destroyed in
France on the 5th. There is an entry in December 1930 which pays tribute to length of service which must
have been quite unusual at that time: ‘Miss Dickieson retiring after 43 years, 43 days in Edinburgh
schools, plus four years as a pupil teacher and two years in Moray House’. A year later another
teacher, Miss Sutherland, retired after 37 years with Edinburgh, having taught at Sciennes since 1894.
March 1931 was Census month and time was given to explaining the reasons for this to the children, even
letting senior pupils fill in facsimile forms. That winter there was another serious outbreak of Influenza
affecting many pupils. Many of these children were still poorly nourished but improvements were gradually
coming: ‘March 8th number of pupils who take advantage of facilities offered by teachers for getting
them a daily ration of milk for 1 penny has increased. . . to Miss Graham, Infant Mistress, belongs the
credit for introducing this scheme. . . now being officially encouraged’. In May diphtheria immunisation
began, not just for pupils but for younger brothers and sisters over six months old too. The first Mental
Survey of Scotland was carried out in June with the new ‘intelligence tests’. The Highway Code was first
issued this year and the Empire State Building was completed in New York. The Olympic Games were held
in Los Angeles the following year, 1932.
Tragically, Mr. Cameron the headmaster died in school on September 6th 1932, which must have been a
terrible shock for staff and pupils alike. His place was taken on November 1st by Mr. William Rattray.
There is an entry for June 2nd 1933: ‘roll decreasing rapidly owing to removals out of the district’. No
doubt this refers to the growing housing estates on the city outskirts to which many families moved for better
conditions. Harry Beck designed the London Underground diagram. The first modern ‘sighting’ of the Loch
Ness Monster was widely reported this year.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1933 Strike...Strike...
William Sangester
“I started school at Sciennes in 1928. Some of the teachers I had included Miss Campbell and Mr Watt. Mr
Whitton was then the Headmaster. Life went on as normal for any schoolboys in those days, until along
came the strike. Yes, to think I took part in the first school strike ever recorded - not the teacher but the
pupils. I lived in West Crosscauseway on the north side of the Meadows. All our street attended Sciennes as
did our brothers and sisters before us. No school meals in those days so we ran home at lunchtime and were
never late back. Then the blow struck . . . in 1933 the authorities decided to convert Causewayside School to
a Catholic one, thus the non Catholic pupils would be transferred to Sciennes. Because we had a school on
our doorstep Bristo (now a car park) we were directed there. Our parents would have none of it. Bristo was a
dark, dismal little school with a playground which saw very little sunshine because of the high buildings in the
vicinity. Meeting took place - we must leave Sciennes. The powers that be were adamant, our parents
equally, it was stalemate. The result - they would not send us to Bristo and we could not return to Sciennes,
so we went on Strike. As children we had very little say in the matter and as negotiations lasted many weeks,
we enjoyed a very welcome holiday from school. I can remember the weather was fine and we spent many
days roaming the Blackfords, Liberton Dams and the Kings Park. Eventually it was settled with a compromise
- we were allowed to go to Preston Street School which was quite good, but it wasn’t Sciennes.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1933
Florence Iwanow (nee Woodhouse)
It was an absolute pleasure to welcome back former pupil Florence to visit Sciennes in her 84th year and we

were delighted she was able to locate her name in the school log books, showing her enrolment in 1933.
When she attended Sciennes her father was the janitor at James Gillespie’s Boys’ School, which was at the
time fee- paying. The family lived in the school house in Marchmont.

Florence Iwanow (nee Woodhouse)

Florence Iwanow (nee Woodhouse) kindly shared this photograph taken in 1933 or 1934 by Photographer
J.R. Coltart & Son, Dalmeny Street, Leith. The Headmistress (on the left) is Miss Hunter and the Class
Teacher (on the right) is Miss Newlands. Florence sits in the second row, far left. She recalls the
Headteacher being Mr Rattray and the Janitor Mr Marnie. Some other names in the photograph are Isobel
Clark, Marie Chisnel, Stanley Duff, Willie Cunningham and Alex Munro.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1933

Doreen Carmichael (nee Clapperton) is aged 5 in this photograph taken in 1933 in the Boys’ Playground
seated in the second row, second from the right (marked with a cross). The Class Teacher is Miss
Dalrymple. Doreen was evacuated to Cupar in 1939 with teachers Mr Mitchell and Miss McLennan. Her
sister Joyce enrolled in April 1936 and her sister Audrey and her brothers Percie and Richard also
attended Sciennes. She remembers Headteacher Mr Rattray saying that anyone who did not get a full night’s
sleep was a fool.

Doreen found her sister Joy Clapperton’s name in the Sciennes’ records, enrolled 16th April 1937 and living
in Fountainhall Road at the time.
The roll was replenished in 1934 when Bristo St. School closed. Driving Tests, Cats’ Eyes, pedestrian
crossings and speed limits were introduced across Britain and Meccano launched its ‘Dinky’ toys.
On quite a few occasions a holiday was given for Royal visits to the city or Royal marriages such as that of
the Duke of Gloucester in 1935. The Silver Jubilee of King George V in May 1935 was marked by gifts of
rock, a holiday, a school offering of 9 guineas (£9.45) to the Princess Margaret Rose Hospital fund, and on
Saturday 11th May Sciennes’ participation in a school pageant.

George V Silver Jubilee 1935
Amelia Earhart flew solo across the Pacific, Experimental radar was developed for aircraft by a Scot, Robert
Watson-Watt, and Shirley Temple signed a contract with Fox film studio when she was five years old. Persia
was renamed Iran.
In 1936, not a full year after the Silver Jubilee of King George V, a less happy holiday was given for the
funeral of the King. Edward VIII, became king on the death of his father in January but abdicated the throne
to marry Wallis Simpson before he was formally crowned.

Edward VIII and Mrs Wallis Simpson
In November 1936 an important exhibition for ‘Education Week’ took place in the Waverley Market.
Teachers and pupils were much involved in exhibitions, demonstrations, and acting as stewards. No doubt
arrangements were made easier by the ‘external telephone’ which had been installed in school just a month
earlier! Music was well catered for; the Infant Percussion Band coming second at the music festival in 1936.
The school building was also improved, with extensions to the central heating system. The first Penguin
paperbacks went on sale nationally. Three million were sold within a year creating a revolution in publishing
that massively widened public access to literature. Dark clouds were looming: Germany broke the Treaty of
Versailles and the Spanish Civil War began. The 1936 Olympics in Berlin caused Adolf Hitler humiliation
when his ‘Aryan Supermen’ were dominated by the great Jesse Owens.
School parties at Christmas became an annual feature in the 1930’s with ‘dancing practices’ for these
beginning in 1937. Today Santa visits their P1 party; P4 and P5 have a magician and P2, P3, P6 and P7 also
each enjoy their traditional Christmas parties.

Amaya Santoyo Brown, Bea Makan, Eilidh Clarkson and Eimear McCleod celebrate at the P7 Christmas
party.

Forrest Howie, Wendy French and Jenny Gaffney lead the P7 Fairytale Ball at Christmas

Mairi Hutchison, Clare Shields, Olive Walker, Ollie Short, Eden Clarke and Elena Santoyo Brown at the
P7 Christmas Fairytale Ball

May of 1937 saw the Coronation of Edward VIII’s younger brother King George VI (another holiday), and 460
pupils going to Princes Street on 5th July for the State entry.

George VI in Princes Street 5th July 1937

Coronation of King George V
This was the year when Sir Frank Whittle invented the jet engine and Alan Turing made significant
contributions towards the creation of the modern day computer. The Golden Gate Bridge opened in San
Francisco, JRR Tolkein published “The Hobbit” and Picasso painted “Guernica” in response to the Spanish
Civil War.
Towards the end of the decade there were increasing signs of approaching war. In September 1938 the
school was closed for a day so that gas masks (‘respirators’) could be distributed.
In January 1939 two German Jewish refugee children were enrolled. Kindertransport was a mission to
rescue a total of 10,000 Jewish children between the ages of five and 17, sent from Germany, Austria and
Czechoslovakia to Britain between December 1938 and the outbreak of war in September 1939. Many were
given homes by British families, or lived in hostels.

Kindertransport
During March 1939 all pupils were fitted with gas masks issued in cardboard boxes with strings. Later more
durable containers were found made of leather, tin or canvas, the fitting being done by their teachers.

Children carrying gas masks in boxes

Children wearing gas masks
In the midst of a bleak national outlook there was a tragic local accident when a girl in a junior class was
knocked down and killed in Causewayside. At the end of March, letters were sent home ‘with regard to the
scheme for evacuating school children in the event of war’.

Evacuees preparing to leave the city for the countryside
The summer holidays of 1939 were set from July 14th to September 1st as usual; however ‘school resumed
on 29th August, teachers having been recalled to arrange for evacuation of the children’. On

September 2nd the first batch - of 827 children, parents and 18 teachers and helpers were marched to
Blackford Hill Station for Cupar in Fife, though the Headmaster and some teachers were recalled to town
three days later. All that week teachers were ‘in attendance at school each day from 2-7pm to register
schoolchildren whose parents desire them to be evacuated’, and the following week ‘teachers busy
taking a census of all pupils who will remain in town - 160 boys and 174 girls of this school’. The
school was partly closed, and the Infant Mistress’s room was turned into an RRP wardens’ post.
The country was again plunged into war on 3rd September 1939 and once again the children of Sciennes
were affected.

On the eve of the war one lady remembers being evacuated to Cupar with her sister and returning the same
day as no-one would take them — perhaps one of the shortest evacuations of the war! At least one of the
teachers never returned: she married a Fifer. Other pupils whose parents did not want them to go were
taught initially in groups of about 12 in private houses. Later they were taught in a hall in Gifford Park. It
seems that most of those who did go only stayed a few months before returning to Edinburgh. It must have
been around this time that air raid shelters were erected in the playground. Four shelters were built in all, two
on the girls’ side and two on the boys. Two of them were built under the existing shelters and the other two
by the railings. These were primitive affairs, made of brick with concrete roofs. Inside were only long wooden
forms to sit on. Luckily they were only used for air raid drills and never for an actual attack. The basement of
the school was also used as a shelter. By October many evacuees were returning home in spite of air raid
warnings. The swimming pool was opened for small groups of pupils, some groups worked in school, ‘girls
being taught to knit scarves etc. for soldiers’. On November 17th ‘roll is now 450 medical inspection
by nurse doctor has been mobilised’. In December 1939 there was great loss of attendance again,
through infectious illness, including a case of Scarlet Fever, but education continued: ‘pupils who remain
have been divided into 8 district groups each in charge of a teacher . . . responsible for the education
of the group by visits to their homes or small sections in private houses’. Teachers were also preparing
‘many parcels of books and materials to send to Cupar, Fife’. In December work began on building four
air raid shelters in the playground. A trip to the cinema to see “The Wizard of Oz” in glorious technicolour no
doubt lifted the spirits of those who saw it.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1939-1945
Robert Veitch
Retired, after a happy but varied career. I delivered milk in Marchmont, was an office boy in Frederick Street,
became a sailor in the Royal Navy, worked as a bus conductor, studied at St Andrews UNiversity, married
my wife Liz, became a daddy and settled down as an accountant.
“On my first day at Sciennes I ran away rather than enter the school. But my mother caught me and dragged
me inside. Then the War started and we were all given gas masks. And ration books. And sweets
disappeared from the shops. And we had to keep everything dark at night so the bombers wouldn't see us.
This meant the school windows had to be blackened and brown paper was criss-crossed on the window
panes in case a bomb exploded near the school. And air raid shelters and sandbags and buckets of sand
were everywhere.
I remember one teacher, a very old man with white hair - I think his name was Major Erskine and he'd been
in the army himself - telling us all about the British winning a great battle in Africa. It was at a place called El
Alamein. He was very pleased because it was a great victory. Also, after Alamein everyone else was pleased
too. It was as if a great cloud had lifted.
Boys and girls had separate playgrounds at Sciennes School. Sliding on the ice in the boys' playground was
great fun but the teachers didn't like us making slides. I think it was because they slid on the ice too and they
didn't like it as much as we did. And they didn't like us playing football in the playground either. I think
because we kept breaking the windows.
Then there was the day Miss Brown made me sit on the dunce's stool. That was funny because it was the
day my mother came to visit the school and caught Miss Brown by surprise. They both had very red faces
and all the children laughed. So what I learnt at school was that teachers and children had very different
ideas about what's funny and what isn't. Perhaps they still do.
Then the war ended and every child got a letter from King George and our lovely Queen Mary and red, white
and blue Union Jacks were everywhere and soldiers paraded through the streets and all the Mums and Dads
were so happy to see each other again.
Sciennes kept us safe at a bad time in all our lives then sent us into the world with a lively sense of what was
right and what wrong.”

The Forties
1940-1950
STAFF
Mr Henderson 1940-50
“Gave strap for talking in class.” Mrs Catherine Simm
Miss Rattray 1940-50
“Miss Rattray, how’s your battery?’”
Miss Wilson 1940-50
“Was devastated when she was ill and had a replacement.”
Miss Dickson 1940-50, Sewing teacher
“Permanent droop on her lip as she always had a mouthful of pins and made course cotton knickers under
forbidding picture of Nurse Edith Carell.”
“Miss Dickson had us make mint green bloomers in cotton, cut to very generous proportions to
allow for growth. The results were hilarious. The could have been used as barrage balloons.” Peggy
Symington
“ I have ample reason to be grateful to Miss Dickson as I spend much time knitting for my
grandchildren and great grandchildren.” Constance Maclean neé Cairns
“I got a crochet hook stuck in my knee whilst in class and had to go next door to the Sick kids.”

This 1940 photograph shows the divided playground - girls were to the left, boys to the right.
Reproduced with acknowledgement to James Aiken.
Against the backdrop of intensifying war, the Olympic Games originally, assigned to Tokyo, Japan, and later
to Helsinki, Finland, were suspended. Further batches of evacuees were sent off during 1940, some in
Scotland and about 40 overseas, while others came home, all making the roll very erratic. This year saw
some light relief for children and adults alike with the appearance of Tom and Jerry, Elmur Fudd and Bugs
Bunny cartoon characters, as well as Walt Disney’s second full-length animated film, Pinocchio. In January
Food Rationing was introduced. By May school gardening had been started ‘on a piece of land in
Warrender Park Road’ where ‘a quantity of potatoes and vegetables have been planted by boys of 4a
and 4b’. Miss Emma Kelly established our ECO Garden at the rear of the school in 2008 and P3 children
harvest vegetables from it to make soup as part of their Food and Farming project.
Following the Battle of France, the evacuation of Allied troops from Dunkirk took place in May and by June
Nazi German troops had occupied the Channel Islands. Recruitment began in Britain for a home defence
force: the Home Guard (or ‘Dad’s Army’.) The Battle of Britain began in August and the Blitz by September.
Winston Churchill paid tribute to the Royal Air Force: "Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed
by so many to so few."

Winston Churchill’s Battle of Britain speech in praise of the Royal Airforce (RAF)
In September the classrooms used by the Continuation classes were blacked out, new shelters in the
basement were begun, and there had been a few air raids. The Sciennes area was not much bombed but
Marchmont Crescent was hit on a night in October 1940 : October 11th ‘dropping of bombs on houses in
Marchmont Crescent on Monday night affected many pupils though none was injured’. The air raids
meant that it was necessary to arrange for ‘fire watchers in schools at night all staff have volunteered
for this duty’. This had to go on during holidays too, of course, and teachers had to be ready to be recalled
from holiday if needed. In November the city of Coventry was destroyed and 2 days later the Royal Air Force
began to bomb Hamburg, which changed the course of the war and no doubt ultimately staved off a planned
Nazi invasion.
By January of 1941 all pupils except the Infants were back in school on a two shift system, and in February
the completion of inside shelters for Infants meant they could return too. Some children, of course, remained

in Cupar. After the excitement of those first months of the war, school life seems to have settled down to as
normal a routine as possible. Mr Rattray retired in September and was replaced by William S Birrell.
Nationally, the breaking of the Enigma Code was a dramatic turning point in the course of the war.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1941-1945
Peter Woodley, Ex Pharmacist
“It was a long time ago, 1941, when I left Grannie Petersen’s house at 6 West Preston Street to walk to
Sciennes School, across Causewayside, past Sandy’s chip shop and away past Bertram’s Factory and into
Sciennes Road. Dad was C.E.R.A. on HMS Kenya and as he’d married a Leith girl brought us to Edinburgh
for ‘the duration’ so we avoided all the blitz of Plymouth. Mr Anderson the janitor had his little house at the
playground entrance and there was a swimming pool at the rear. I had many happy years at Sciennes but
returned to England and Grammar School in 1945 after taking the English scholarship exam and passing “A”.
My brother was at Sciennes as well. Had a happy life, but looking back I often think that I would have loved
to have remained in Edinburgh for my education. My wife Nora and I often talk about it. I was English, had
many friends and was never bullied once. Glad you have reached 120 years.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1941- 1948
Laurence Aitken
It was a pleasure to have three generations of Aitkens in the same classroom at Sciennes when grandfather
Laurence, son Laurence and daughter Alison visited Alison’s son Jay’s class in Mrs Black’s room on 30th
May 2012.
Retired almost 12 years now after 15 years in the printing trade then 25 years as a computer analyst. After
redundancy in 1993 I drove a taxi until finally being able to retire.
“My first teacher was Miss Campbell for early years then Miss Dalrymple for the rest of my time at school.
Both my older brother and younger brother had Miss Dalrymple when they were at Sciennes also. All the
classrooms were tiered with rows of desks all facing the teacher who had a desk on a raised platform at the
front of the class. The more clever pupils were always seated at the back of the class so that the teacher
could keep an eye on the less studious ones. Miss Dalrymple was very strict but fair and a good teacher. I
remember her teaching us to do Scottish dancing for our leaving dance. I don't remember ever doing projects
or having homework from primary school. Miss Dalrymple would sit on top of her desk and read a chapter or
two from novels such as David Copperfield or Tom Sawyer at the end of the day before the bell rang to go
home. We had swimming every week with Mr McCracken. If you were slow on coming out of the showers he
would turn the cold hose on you. Although definitely not allowed we used to dive off the window ledge at the
deep end but in big trouble if caught. I remember one particular boy in the class who Miss Dalrymple sent to
Mr McCracken to get hosed down as he clearly hadn't been washing at home. We got milk every morning
and regularly had to put the bottles on the radiators during winter as the milk had frozen. The school building
is very much the same now as it was but the toilets were outside and the boys and girls had separate
playgrounds. I enjoyed school then and rarely got into trouble but those who did often got the strap. Both my
children went to Sciennes and now my grandson, Jay is in Primary 1. It's great for the tradition to carry on
and I enjoy going to pick Jay up from school some days and reminisce about my days there. Great school,
forward looking with excellent facilities.”

Alison Aitken, Laurence Aitken, Florence Iwanow and Laurence Aitken May 2012.

Laurence Aitken’s Swimming Proficiency Certificate.

Current P1 pupil, Jay (Aitken) Johannesson, at the 120th Anniversary party, son of Alison Aitken and
grandson of Laurence Aitken, completing three generations at Sciennes.
There were outbreaks of illness, shortages of milk, and in March 1942 ‘a beginning was made in serving
dinners to children in school 60 attended’; by April there were 160 and the cloakroom in the huts was to
be converted into a scullery. In 1942 the summer holidays began on July 3rd and ended on 24th August,
setting the pattern with which we are now familiar. Perhaps some pupils would have seen “Dumbo” at the
cinema. That year also saw the first crossing attendant at Causewayside, and the first audiometric tests for
children. November began with mass vaccination - and much absenteeism for the rest of the week! Even
during the holidays meals continued to be served in school, most of the time by the janitor and his assistants.
Despite the hardships and upheavals, Sciennes’ academic successes continued with bursaries to Heriot’s or
the Royal High as well as prizes to former pupils at Boroughmuir. With regard to the war efforts, Air Marshall
Arthur ‘Bomber’ Harris had taken command of the Royal Air Force's bomber force in February 1942 and
began ‘area bombing' on key German cities. The first 'thousand bomber raid' was on Cologne, with a second,
two nights later, on Essen. A third raid on Bremen, took place on 25 June. The raids caused massive
destruction, particularly in Cologne.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1943 -1946
John M Tulloch
I still live in Edinburgh and I am retired.
“My name is John M Tulloch, I was born on 3 September 1934 and lived at 2 Livingstone Place until I was 5,
on the day the Second World War started. I was then evacuated to Lasswade and attended Lasswade
Primary School. I returned to Edinburgh in 1943 and started at Sciennes Primary School.
I remember my first classroom was in a hut in the lower playground at the rear of the school. When my class
moved into the main school there was a piano on the landing and we always marched upstairs to music to
our classrooms. My teacher was Miss Brown and she had an allotment garden in the Meadows where she
grew vegetables. She had a wooden cart and would ask the boys to go to King's park to collect sheep pirlies
to use as manure for her allotment!
I was taught to swim by Mr McCracken in the school pool. The Head Teacher was Mr Birrell, a rather stern
man and best to be avoided. I left Sciennes in June 1946 after the Qualifying exam to go to Boroughmuir
Secondary School.
The class photograph was taken around 1944/45 and I am third from the right on the back row. Note there
were 44 pupils in the class!”
(John’s daughter Anne Bowles (nee Tulloch) also attended Sciennes 1963-1970.)

Former pupil John M Tulloch visited Sciennes with his daughter Anne Bowles (nee Tulloch) in April 2013.

John M Tulloch finds his name in the logbook.
1943 The Battle of Stalingrad came to a close and the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising began and ended. The RAF
launched ‘Dambuster’ raids on German dams. “Lassie Come Home” was a hit at the cinema. The Colossus
computer was developed by the British to break German encryption and the ‘Slinky’ toy was invented.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1943-1949
Sheila McDonald (nee Moncrieff)
After leaving Sciennes School I went to Boroughmuir and then to McAdams College. Our family moved to
Toronto, Ontario, Canada in 1956 - my Mother, Father and my sister Diane - now Diane Gaunt (nee
Moncrieff) - also attended Sciennes School in 1947. We found pictures of her class submitted by George
Ramsay who lived around the corner from us. We lived at 9 Crichton Street and walked across the Meadows
every day to school. I have been married 55 years, have a son and daughter and five grandchildren. I retired
in 1988 after having been an Education Consultant for 15 years. My husband is Canadian but loves
Scotland and we have been fortunate to visit many times. (It was a pleasure to welcome Sheila and her
husband Bill to visit Sciennes on Monday 14th May 2012.)
“My first day of school in my new uniform I was so proud! I remember getting swimming lessons and learning
to put my head under the water - it was quite an accomplishment for me. I think the teacher was a Mr.
McClaren? (McCracken) It was a sad day when we had a substitute teacher as Miss Lowe was Ill. Her name
was Miss Stephenson(sp) and it took the class a lot of time to get used to her. I remember visiting Miss Lowe
when she was ill, along with Dennis Matthews, and taking a lamp my father had made as a gift for her.

She gave us each a chocolate from a very large box. I recall there was no discussion or talking allowed in
class time and we had to stand up and say “Good Morning” to visitors. We used slates and later penmanship
using inkwells was very important. Some of the people in my class I remember: Sheila Wilson, Helen Hogg,
Margaret Stringer, Dorothy McTavish, Alan Leitch, Dennis Matthews. The education I received provided me
with a solid base for future education and endeavours.”

By 1944 there was a decrease in the number of children taking school meals - ‘char now 5d a meal’ (about
2p). There were mumps and measles epidemics. In August some evacuee children from London and
Southern England enrolled in Sciennes, probably because of the V rocket attacks, but many returned home
in October. By this time school meals during holidays had stopped. June 6th 1944 saw D-Day, when allied
troops landed in Normandy, France.

D-Day Normandy Landing

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1944-1951
Aileen Porter
I have been living in Germany since 1967 and have spent many years teaching English (as a foreign
language); retired a year ago but still take private pupils; my husband (from London) and I will be moving
again soon to the Heidelberg area. I have two children and four grandchildren.
“I have many happy memories of the school; I would really like to know if anyone remembers "the purpleheaded mountain", which was a nickname for a teacher who dyed her grey hair bluish-purple! Her name
might have been Calder?? I was lucky enough to be dux in 1951, and I still have "The Children's
Encyclopaedia", which was my prize, If anyone at all remembers me, my own name was "Stevenson", - I
would love to hear from pupils from my class: Gordon Canavan, Sandy Crosbie, Heather Brodie. My last
teacher was Mr. Barclay. I also remember hearing that Sciennes was named after St, Catherine of Siena.
For me Sciennes was super.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1944-1945
Marlene Whitworth (nee Bennett)

We are living in Campbell River, B.C.
“I have last few years been volunteering in the Campbell River Museum on Vancouver Island where I portray
in one of the school programmes, a teacher from 100 years ago! The first school here was held in the
Willows Hotel, of which we have a replica, During this portraying the role, I mention how I had to write lines
for talking! and also got the strap!! Actually which did occur there at Sciennes. Attended school for one year
1945-1946 and lived in Meadow Place with my Aunt Renee to escape bombs in London. I was in a play at
the school as a Queen I believe. It was a brief but very memorable time. I do remember the swimming pool.
Although I did sit for my scholarship whilst there and passed (didn't know until we returned to London!) I then
attended the Romford County High School for girls until we came to Canada. I have lived most of my adult
life in Canada, but have wonderful memories of the school there, actually magical. Remember swimming
pool and also wanted to be a nurse, as I watched the children on balconies, attended by the Nurses at the
children’s hospital. A young girl Cynthia Lee from Jamaica was a girl I knew in 1944-1945. Her Dad was
training at University there to become a doctor. Actually came to Edinburgh 20 years ago and sat outside
Sciennes School. Wonderful memories of my Auntie Renee being in a show at the King’s Theatre with Harry
Gordon, as I could go backstage! Was outside the school fifteen years ago for quick peek as we had come to
Glasgow for our one son’s wedding. Magical memories altogether of my year in Edinburgh.”

In Europe, US troops began liberating Nazi concentration camps and unveiling the extent of the brutalities
there. Controversially, a massive air raid completely destroyed the German city of Dresden under RAF
Bomber Harris’ command. When the war in Europe finally ended there were holidays for VE (Victory in
Europe) celebrations (8th and 9th May 1945) and the ‘whole school witnessed the passing of Royal
visitors in Grange Road’. The war with its rationing must have seemed endless to small children even
although they were ingenious at producing sweets for themselves using the available materials like sugar ally
water which was liquorice root mixed with water. One former pupil remembers the odd occasion when
oranges were available to children on ration. VE Day must have been greeted by the children with delight
and they had a holiday on 9th May 1945. Shortly after this all school children were issued with a personal
message by the King. The one shown here belongs to a former pupil of Sciennes and has her family’s war
record on the back.

That August there is a small historic log entry for peacetime: ‘Mrs. Ross and Mrs. Whiteford continue
here after marriage’. In September pupils paraded for the second Royal visit of the year. November 1st and
2nd were holidays for VE celebrations, if a little belated, and by then the school’s brick partitions and shelters
had begun to be demolished. In 1945 the League of Nations, founded in 1919, was replaced by the United
Nations.

Lucy Casot (nee Watson) wrote about VE Day in a history project “How We Used to Live” and illustrated her
booklet with this drawing while she was a P6 pupil at Sciennes in 1982.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1944-1951
Betty Gordon
“I started Sciennes Primary School in August 1944. My first teacher was (wee) Miss Campbell - her best
friend was (big) Miss Campbell. Wee Miss Campbell was a super teacher and I liked her very much. Every
morning all the children got a third of a pint of milk and in the winter we warmed the bottles of milk on the
radiators. We did not have jotters in Primary 1 but used slates and chalks to write with. I had a wee tin to
carry a cloth which I cleaned my slate with. Our school day started with the Lord’s Prayer. If you had been
very good in class, Miss Campbell would let the Headmistress know and she would send for you and give
you a sweetie from her big tin. I loved Sciennes and was very happy there until it was time to start
Boroughmuir Senior Secondary School in August 1951.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1944-1951
John Kay
I am retired, living in Threekingham, Lincolnshire and moving to Changsha, China. I still have my swimming
certificates up to life saving.
“My memories are quite happy ones. I started in the wooden classrooms which are no longer there. Sorry I
can’t remember the teacher’s name. She taught reading but my mother made me read the newspaper sitting

by the fire on a stool in a one bed flat shared with my parents (so I was quite an accomplished reader by the
time I got to Sciennes ). My brother WP Kay attended the school from 1946- 1953. I remember the teachers
Wee Ms Kay and Big Ms Kay, Mr McCracken and the one teacher who helped me a lot Mr P P W Wragg . I
remember classmates Hislop, Watson and McCabe who was my best friend.”

John Kay, visiting Sciennes and finding his name in the logbook. John visited Sciennes during the PTA
Summer Fair on Saturday 8th June 2012 with his brother William and his partner. He recalled swimming

lessons with Mr McCracken and remembered wee Miss Campbell and big Miss Campbell teaching on the
ground floor. It was lovely to find his name and his brother’s in the logbooks.

John Kay enrolled at Sciennes 22nd August 1944.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1945-1952
Alma Lee (nee Stark) CM, D.Litt (Hon) Vancouver, Canada
Alma, Great Aunt of P5 pupil Calum Stark attended Sciennes from 1945 to 1952 and then attended
Boroughmuir. She grew up with her 2 brothers in Sciennes Road and her father (Calum’s great Grandad)
had a bagpipe shop in Argyll Place. Her parents and brothers emigrated in the late 50s to Australia but Alma
remained in Scotland until she emigrated to Canada in the late 60s where she still lives in Vancouver. Alma
went on to found and run the Vancouver International Writers’ Festival and a few years ago she was
awarded the ‘Member of the Order of Canada’, which is the Canadian Equivalent of the MBE, for her
services. Callum’s mum, kindly wrote “I am sure her passion for reading and literature stems from the initial
positive schooling she received at Sciennes all those years ago.”
Thank you to Neil and Jacqui Stark for contacting us and to Alma for her contribution.
Memories of Sciennes School, Edinburgh
Alma Lee (nee Stark)
“The best thing about Sciennes - it was located practically next door to our house. I was taken to my first day
of school when I was five years old, which would have been 1945. So long ago, but I remember liking going

to school. Miss Henderson (hope I’m remembering her name right) was the headmistress back then. I recall
her being quite strict, a bit scary, especially for a five year old, but she also showed a kindness beneath her
brusque manner.
A couple of stories are vivid in my mind.
We were given small bottles of milk to drink in those days. I was never very keen on milk and was put off it
forever when I took a sip one morning and it was sour. Ugh, I threw up! Needless to say I was not popular
with the teacher that day. I think I may even have been sent home!
One of the things that is remarkable about Sciennes is that it has/had(?) a swimming pool. I really loved
learning to swim. I liked swimming so much that one night one of my friends, who was also a keen swimmer,
and I broke into the school and went swimming after hours! We thought this was high adventure and a good
laugh. Nobody ever found us out! And I can’t remember how we managed to break in.
My father was a bagpipe maker who, of course, had a lathe. He would make peeries for me and my friends.
He also made whips with a wooden handle and leather thong. He’d bring them home and I would spend time
painting the tops different colours so that when we whipped them to school on the pavement from my house,
we would be delighted at how the colours blended when they were spinning. I got good points for that.
I loved learning to read and have been a major reader ever since those early days at Sciennes. In fact one
year when I was over visiting my family I found copies of the readers (The Radiant Way) in a collectible store.
It really took me back seeing those books. This joy of reading and writing created a career for me in the
literary world when I moved to Canada. I wasn’t a particularly academic student, but I did like going to
school. My favourite subjects were reading and geography. Both have stood me in good stead in my life. I
ended up being paid to read and being paid to travel.
I enjoy my memories of Sciennes school and I’m very happy that one of my great nephews, Callum Stark, is
one of the pupils there today.”
It was wonderful to welcome Alma when she visited Sciennes in 2012 and here are some photographs from
her tour of the school.

Alma Lee (nee Stark) with great nephew Callum Stark.

Alma Lee (nee Stark) with great nephew Callum Stark at the poolside.

Alma Lee (nee Stark) with great nephew Callum Stark at the poolside.

Alma Lee (nee Stark) with great nephew Callum Stark.

Alma Lee (nee Stark) enrolled at Sciennes 21st August 1945.

Alma Lee (nee Stark) registered when she lived in Sciennes Road.
The first great innovation in school life after the war was probably the school camp holiday, the first group
going to Middleton Camp in June 1946. Our P6 pupils visit Benmore Outdoor Education Centre and our P7
pupils visit Lagganlia Outdoor Education Centre for week long residentials.
LINK HERE TO BENMORE VIDEO
P6 Benmore Outdoor Education Centre - Orienteering

P6 Benmore Gorge Walking

P6 Benmore Climbing

P6 Benmore Cycling

P6 Benmore Abseil

P7 Lagganlia Outdoor Education Centre Gorge Walk

P7 Lagganlia Hillwalk

P7 Lagganlia Canoeing

P7 Lagganlia Snowboarding
Parents were being increasingly invited to school, not just to formal meetings but exhibitions of work and
social events. Today we organise an Expressive Arts performance at each stage P1-P7. Families are also

welcomed into school at various events run by the Parent Teacher Association including Christmas and

Summer Fairs and Ceilidhs.
PTA Christmas Fair

Jacqui Wright, PTA Summer Fair

Claire Wheeler, PTA Summer Fair

In August, an atomic bomb dropped on the Japanese city of Hiroshima by the American bomber 'Enola Gay’
and a second bomb dropped on Nagasaki caused devastating loss of life and led to the end of World War
Two.

FORMER PUPIL LOGBOOK ENTRY 1946-1953

John Kay’s brother William Kay enrolled at Sciennes 20th August 1946 and both lived at 5 Nicolson Street.
In August 1947 the classrooms were all redecorated, and in November there was a holiday for the marriage
of Princess Elizabeth to Prince Philip of Greece. 1

Princess Elizabeth marries the Duke of Edinburgh 1947
1947 was the first year of the Edinburgh International Festival and the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. India
gained independence from Britain and was split into Hindu India and Muslim Pakistan, which caused a great
deal of conflict.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1947-1949
George Ramsay

Reproduced with acknowledgement to George Ramsay (UK and Spain) (Taken from EdinPhoto website)
“My sister, Diane Gaunt (nee Moncrieff) was in George Ramsay’s class. In the first picture she is seated in
the second row and is 1st on the left. George Ramsay is in the front row, 4th from the left.. My sister also
recognized George Fraser in the first picture - he is sitting in front of Diane in the front row. Sheila
McDonald (nee Moncrieff)

Reproduced with acknowledgement to George Ramsay (UK and Spain) (Taken from EdinPhoto website)
Miss Clapperton (pictured above) 1950-60
“We lined up in the playground and marched into class sometimes to a record of a march or perhaps Ms.
Clapperton playing the piano from the second floor landing.” Richard Spence
“Known as Clappy Hands, as we marched to class she pounded the piano and clapped her hands in
rhythm.” Stewart Carruthers, Haddington

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1947-1953
Jennifer Regiment nee Longuard.
“I came to this school in 1947 till 1953. I came in P2 and left in P7. After that I went to Blackpool for S1. I now
have 1 child Angela and 3 grandchildren Molly Erin and John who go to Hardmon Primary in Manchester.”

Mr. Birrell retired in 1948, replaced by Mr. Norman Henderson. An Influenza epidemic in early March greatly
affected attendance. Although that year the Education Committee gave the school its first ‘cinema projector’
we know that there were still great shortages of basic items. On 17th June ‘4 cartons of sugar each 54 lbs
received as a gift from Senor Pedro Rodriguez, Andorra Sugar Mill, Havana, Cuba (co British
Legation) was distributed to the pupils’. The National Health Service (NHS) was established in 1948. In
December there was great loss of attendance again, through infectious illness, including a case of Scarlet
Fever at Dr. Barnardo’s Home which meant ‘loss of 112 attendances from one source’. This is the first
reference to the pupils who came from Dr. Barnardo’s Home in Oswald Road. On the 16th ‘an Imperial
typewriter was supplied to the school by the Education Committee’ - this must have been a great
innovation to merit an entry in the logbook. The Olympic Games opened in London at Wembley Stadium.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1948-1955
George Kelly
“Hearing the bell as I ran through the Meadows but somehow I always seemed to be standing in line before it
stopped.I also remember how I felt when we discovered that it also had a swimming pool The swimming
teacher was Mr.Nimmo.(Oh boy! could he give the BELT) Fond memories. Sciennes School is great.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1948-1955
Geoffrey McIntosh
“I was at Sciennes from 1948 to 1954 then on to The Royal High. I was a primary headteacher in Dumfries
and Galloway then a head here in Sunderland. When visiting Edinburgh I always wander round the area , full
of nostalgia-dangerous I know. Mind you I would love to visit the school. Is this possible?”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1948-1955
Malcolm Sandford
Retired now and living in Devon.
“My sister, June, and I both attended Sciennes during the 1940s. She is 5 years older than me and
remembers a teacher called Mr Monarch and a swimming teacher called Mr McCormack who only had one
arm apparently lost during World War 1. She also remembers a piano in the main entrance hall which was
played as the children marched into school in the mornings. I particularly remember doing sums on a slate
with chalk. Distant memories!”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1948-1955
Norma McClure (nee Player)
I am now retired from R.H.S.C.
When I started in Easter of 1948 the Headmaster was Mr. Henderson (followed by Mr. Robertson) and the
infant Headmistress was Miss Kaye. Miss Kaye was very strict and always wore a plain navy or brown dress
with a lace collar. My first teacher was Miss Harkins then I had Miss Ballantyne and finally Miss Leslie. We
were taught to read with the Old Lobb books which went on forever. We used slates to write and to do our
sums. We also had counters to help with our sums. We were taught to write longhand by practising the
alphabet on specially lined paper. We used pen and ink and took great pride in making our writing as neat as
possible. I remember being take to the gym hall to hear the announcement that the King was dead and we
now had a Queen who is celebrating her Diamond Jubilee this year. We all learned to swim at Sciennes. The
swimming teacher was
Mr. Nimmo who we called Mr.Minnow. I enjoyed my years at the school and was very sad when it was time
to go to our Secondary. My brother (Bruce Player) also attended the school as did my two sons (Craig &
Grant McClure). My father had also been a pupil of the school. My best wishes for a very Happy 120th
Anniversary and may the school prosper for many years to come. A very happy place.”
1949 Rationing of clothes ended. Polaroid cameras and 45 rpm discs were introduced. Frank Sinatra was a
hit in the film “On the Town”.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1949

Infant Class. Reproduced with acknowledgement to William Bisset (top row third from left)
James Clark, George Kelly, Anne Hunter, Wilma Gowans, Wendy Cotton, Maureen Beattie, James Milne,
David Butchard, Tom Dodds, Gordon Crooks, Eric Ketchin, Marion Wright, Christine Moran, Tom Anderson,
Tom Edwards ?, Walter Bisset, Anne Drysdale, Ian Martinussen Stewart, Alistair Hedley, Lililan Mitchell,
Wilma Gowans
Moira Stewart (nee Cox) contacted us from Canada. She is in the centre of the second row from the bottom.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR- 1949-1956
IAN MARTINUSSEN STEWART
I have lived in London for 43 years working at Whipps Cross Hospital Walthamstow London E17 as a
maintenance fitter. I come back to Edinburgh regularly as I still call it my home. I'm coming back April -June.
It would be great to meet any pupils who remember me.
“I was a little street urchin. I will never forget the the kindness of Mr Mathieson my teacher, and the pupils in
my class, especially Wilma Gowans who arranged a collection, to buy me clothes, as I was a little tramp. I
would like to take this opportunity to thank all the pupils for their kindness. I will never forget them. Happy
days and many happy memories. Yours sincerely Ian Stewart”

1950-1960
STAFF
Miss Johnstone 1950-60
“Known as Crabby who got walloped by boy William Lazy after he exploded when persistently told to do
work. He was marched off to Head by scruff of the neck.” Stewart Caruthers, Haddington
Miss Millar 1950-60
“Didn’t mince her words with naughty children.” Stewart Caruthers, Haddington
Miss Fotheringham 1950-60
“Taught poem called “Tippety Toes.” Stewart Caruthers, Haddington

1950 Petrol rationing ended after 11 years. The colds ‘flu and infectious diseases continued through the
winter into the beginning of the new decade. On February 23rd 1950 the school was closed for the General
Election. That August ‘the new Schools (Scotland) Code 1950 came into operation. . . namely that
classes be named Primary 1 (Infants) up to Primary 7’. The remainder of 1950 and 1951 passed with little
change to the routine pattern of events except that from 1950, the annual Christmas carol service was held in
Argyle Place Church rather than in-school. Christmas services have since been held at the Reid Memorial
Church, the McEwan Hall and most recently at St Catherine’s of Argyll.

McEwan Hall photos

America saw the first remote control TV device in 1950 The BBC first broadcast “Andy Pandy” and the
children’s radio show “Listen with Mother.” C.S. Lewis’ “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” was
published.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR- 1950-1957
Richard Spence
Now retired after a varied working life in many diverse careers. Started out in metal sciences , marketing and
business consulting, economic development, teaching tertiary level , VP strategic initiatives for a major
financial enterprise,and a published poet. Apparently a good basic education can prepare one for everything.
I was born In Newington in 1945 the youngest of 6, all of whom attended that good old place.
“In 1950 School was quite different than nowadays and I think the main objective was to get thousands of
children pushed through a basic education system. Our classes were quite big 30 + students were not
unusual. I remember getting to play with blocks and draw stuff for about the first week. The honeymoon was
soon over and it was all school and lessons. We lined up in the playground and marched into class
sometimes to a record of a march or perhaps Ms. Clapperton playing the piano from the second floor
landing. We had an Itinerant music teacher who would visit about once a week, I believe her Name was Ms.
Burnett. How often I have reflected upon the “ta ta taff-a-tiffy ta” we had to tap out on out fingertips so we
might learn about timing and rhythm. We also had an art teacher who would visit every week. We had those
little 1/3 pint bottles of milk each day, sometimes frozen in the winter and we would place them on the
radiator to thaw. Teachers carried a leather belt to dish out punishments when they saw fit and myths
flourished about which one was the tyrant. Looking back I think Sciennes did an admirable job of inculcating
us with the required skills and knowledge to move forward. We had music, art, gym and even swimming in
our own pool, fairly posh for a non-fee-paying institution. It was not fashionable for boys to say they liked
school back then but I secretly loved it anyway. I now have grandchildren and I reflect upon the fact that
Sciennes gave us a very solid grounding to move forward. Great School. Sciennes provides a solid
foundation in the preparation for life.”

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1950-1957?

Reproduced with acknowledgement to Jean Bain (nee Wilson). Sometime between 1950 and 1957? Mr
Duthie's class. Back Row - Robert Burns, John Lunn, Alistair Hepburn, Ian Pitbladdo, Charles Anderson,
Michael Turner, A?C?, Ian McGregor, Bill Bee?, R?G? William Hunter Second Row - I?L? Jean Wilson,
Carol Scott, Jane Clark, Sheila H?, R?P?, Norma Freedman, Barbara Salsbury, G?B?, Adrian Anderson,
Jannette Robb Third Row - Winifred Dick, Margo Henderson,Thelma??, ??, ??, Irene Fisher, Anne Wallace,
Janette ?, Irene ? Agnes Anderson, Anne Bee, ?? Front Row - Jack Miller, ?? , Ann Nobbs,Eva Henry
Jacqueline ?, Dianne Hunter, ??, Gordon Hepburn, Alexander Anderson

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR- 1950-1951
Ruth Cumming (nee Hopkins)
I am a retired secondary teacher in Melbourne, Australia, having come here with my parents, brother and
sister in 1951 as assisted migrants. We spent 7 years in Western Australia then moved to Melbourne. My
husband and I have four married children and 8 grandchildren. I was born in Glasgow 1940 and my
childhood was spent between Scotland and Nigeria where my parents were missionaries.
“I first had the experience of making friends of my own as, prior to my year at Sciennes Primary, I had been
living in Nigeria with my older sister as my only companion. My two best friends were Moira and Margaret. I
also remember occasional lunches at school and one day pouring my serve of semolina into my Wellington
boots. Games of hopscotch with empty shoe polish tins, skipping and making icy slides in winter were all new
to me after life in Nigeria. I did get the strap from time to time, a story that made me famous at my next

primary school as corporal punishment was forbidden by then in Australia, at least for girls. I still remember
my teacher-Miss Dalrymple- whom we called 'Dolly Dimple' for some reason, although she was held in the
highest respect, and a student teacher-'Willy Walrus' -who lacked the control that came naturally to our
teacher. I have often wondered if we marked him for life! I was astonished to find information about Sciennes
so am delighted to respond but, having only spent one year in the school, my views are probably of little
value. However, as I have indicated, that year did represent an important step in my personal development. I
actually attended 12 schools in 3 continents but it was at Sciennes that I first was able to separate from my
sister who was at secondary school by then and to gain a sense of myself as an individual. Does anyone
have any photos from 1951 10 -11 yr olds? My best friends were Moira Symonds and Margaret Henderson.
Fond memories of Sciennes - a new beginning for me.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR- 1950-1957
Dianne Bolton (nee Hunter)
We were delighted when Dianne contacted us through the school website from Canada and then came to
visit Sciennes in May 2013 with Angela Downie (nee Lancashire).
“What a delight to find this site and I see folks who must have been there when I was (1950-57 approx). I'll be
there this May and would love to connect with anyone who went there in the '50,s. My sister Gloria and I
used to travel in from Gilmerton Dykes every day. This site is bringing back lots of memories. Does anyone
remember Mr. Nimmo the swimming teacher? Excited to see folks who knew Mr. Duthie. My name then was
Dianne Hunter and I wonder if you could pass this along to Angela Lancashire who seems to know some of
the same folks I do. I will be in Edinburgh in the middle of May this year (2013) and would love to be in touch
with anyone who remembers me.”

Dianne Bolton (nee Hunter)

Dianne Bolton (nee Hunter) in the Register of Admission 1950

Dianne Bolton (nee Hunter) in the Register of Admission 1950

1951 saw the Dennis the Menace comic strip appear and first broadcast of “The Goon Show”. The term
‘Rock N Roll’ was coined by an American Disc Jockey and Rodgers and Hammerstein’s “The King and I”
opened on Broadway.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPHS 1951
Eric and Margaret Nelson
Thank you to Vicky Nelson who currently has a daughter Emily Nelson in P3a and a son Iain Nelson in P1a
for supplying these photographs. Their Grandad (Eric Nelson) was a former pupil at Sciennes School:

Eric & Margaret - Eric age 5, his first day at school with his older sister Margaret, age 10 in 1951:

It was wonderful to welcome back Eric and Margaret when they visited Sciennes on Thursday 30th May.
They were interviewed by junior reporters from the Sciennes’ Spotlight school newspaper and conducted
on a tour by Rameen and Peter in P7. It was great that Emily and Iain in P3 and P1 could join us for part of
the tour.

Margaret Nelson’s jotter - front cover.

Margaret Nelson’s jotter - rear cover.

Margaret Nelson’s jotter - French grammar exercises and beautiful penmanship.

Sciennes Spotlight Newspaper Journalists meet weekly and were skilled in conducting interviews with
some of our former pupils. EThe Newspaper Club was established and is run by Jenny Gaffney, Class
Teacher, assisted by Class Teacher Kat Watson. ilidh Cline adeptly conducted an interview with a former
pupil Christopher Lowe in New York by telephone and enjoyed hearing about his meeting with US President
Barack Obama.

Jenny Gaffney established and runs the successful Sciennes Spotlight Newspaper Club

Kat Watson assists Jenny Gaffney in running the Sciennes Spotlight Newspaper Club

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1951-1957
Myra King
Living in Oxford UK have a family and just become a grandmother.
“Marching to the music up and down those stairs. Sciennes was memorable.”

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1951-1958

P1 photograph reproduced with acknowledgement to Irene Greenan (née Stradczuk) - “First year at school. I
am the one second from the right on the second bottom row with the ribbons in my hair.” Also submitted by
Stewart Alexander (second row from back, far left).

FORMER PUPIL 1951-1952
James Cameron contacted us, trying to establish when his mother Merle Frazer (nee Shukla) had attended
Sciennes, and we were delighted that he managed to locate her in the school Register of Admission. The
register shows that she enrolled in November 1951, returning to India by the end of January 1952.

James Cameron visiting Sciennes in February 2013 and finding his mother’s Merle Frazer (nee Shukla)
admission details in the school Register.

School Register of Admissions 1944-1952

School Register of Admissions 1944-1952

Merle Frazer (nee Shukla)

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1951

Reproduced with acknowledgement to Irene Burt (née Jenkins) Mrs Cooper’s P1 class
Early in February 1952 ‘information was received during the course of Infant wireless lesson that King

George VI had died this morning’. On the 8th the new Queen Elizabeth II was proclaimed at the Mercat
Cross in the High Street and ‘arrangements were made by which all primary pupils heard the
ceremony’. There was a memorial service in Argyle Place Church on the morning of the funeral for all but
the Infants who had a service in school and pupils were sent home after these. A George VI Memorial Fund
was set up and in November three Sciennes pupils presented £36-10s (36.50) to the Lord Provost at the City
Chambers. In 1952 “Anne Frank’s Diary” was published and is still studied by our pupils today.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1952

Reproduced with acknowledgement to Georgina Stenhouse (nee Mooney) 3rd row 2nd from the right.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1952-1958
Robert Jamieson
“I was born in Causewayside in 1947 and was at Sciennes Primary from 1952 until going on to Boroughmuir
in 1958. I remember we lined up at the back of the school on Melville Drive with our Union Flags to watch the
Queen after her coronation. I learned to swim in the pool (still have the Certificate) where Mr Nimmo (we
called him minnow) was the teacher. Mr Duthie (George was also a footballer for Dunfermline Athletic and
'Tas' Taylor was the sports teacher and we had a good football team at Meggetland every Saturday morning
playing in red/navy hoops. My registered teacher was Mr Mathieson.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1952-1958

David Fraser
Spent majority of my working life with BT. Retired 2009. Married with two daughters. Ever a Southsider.
“Mainly happy memories though Mr Robertson and Miss Kay were a bit OTT. Miss Clay was glam with
butterfly glasses and pseudo American accent. Her classroom was one of two in the lower playground. Miss
Lowe had arthritic hands. Mrs Stewart taught me "one two three and a hop" for the qualifying dance. Miss
Burnett Ist class singing teacher. She'd tap your shoulder from behind if you were picked for the choir. Mr
Matheson (Highlander) was a bit overzealous with his belt. Mr Nimmo who along with my Dad taught me to
swim. Morals and a Coronation mug. A bonnie wee school.”

Queen Elizabeth II 1953
1953 was Coronation Year, but early in the Spring there was a very sad occurrence for the school: ‘April
28th - a storm last night uprooted the willow tree in the boys’ playground this tree had been there
since before the school was built in 1892’ and had managed to survive two wars and generations of little
boys! On May 29th a Coronation service was held in Argyle Place Church and ‘after the service the pupils
returned to school where Coronation beakers, gifted by the City of Edinburgh Corporation, and
sweets, presented by Messrs. W & M Duncan Ltd, were presented to the children no school dinners
issued - dismissal at 1pm’. Thereafter June 1st, 2nd and 3rd were holidays. In August 1953 the galleries
were removed from rooms 9,10,11 and 14 though unfortunately ‘modern furniture is not yet available’.
Parents’ Nights’ began that year when on June 29th ‘several hundred parents conferred with teachers’.
Today we hold two Parent Consultation evenings in October and two in March.
Watson and Crick discovered the structure of DNA and Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay successfully
reached the summit of Mount Everest.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1953

Reproduced with acknowledgement to Myra King (nee Wood), Oxford, Oxfordshire, England (Taken from
EdinPhoto website). Mary is in the front row, far right.
"I would have been in my third class at Sciennes, around 1953, when this photo was taken. I can always
remember the Outside Toilets at the school, that were freezing, and all that marching up and down all those
stairs to the music being played. I had a great time there and loved it, but not always. Having the belt but it
did me no harm. Miss Dalrymple was my teacher with Miss Clay who told me off for having long nails. To
this very day, I still have long nails. Great memories! I visited Scotland just recently and went back to my old
School, and it looks very much the same to me.

Margaret Nelson’s Swimming Certificate 1953-1954.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1953-1959
Professor Ian Inkster, Nottingham, London and Kaohsiung
I was, thankfully as its turns out, a pupil at Sciennes from circa 1953 to 1959, when my family left Scotland to
follow (belatedly) Watt and Scott southwards.
I returned for the first time on Thursday night and it was a wonderful experience. Janitor Neil Scott happened
to be in, as was Susan the cleaner, and they welcomed me and my wife on a drizzly, icy late pm. The school
looks splendid, not just the computer suite etc but the whole fabric from the playground tree to the gleam of
the wood on those famous bannisters!
I never again lived in Scotland, working and living in England, Australia, Japan, Taiwan, the US, Spain and
elsewhere, a perambulating Scotsman in the old tradition. Sciennes is the only place I have visited from my
distant past that is larger in life than in my imagination! All the streets of Roseneath and of Marchmont
Crescent, the buildings and the shops etc are all smaller than I remember, I of course now larger so with
perspective vastly heightened and lengthened! Of course many changes were obvious; we ate in the evening
in a restaurant that had long ago been the flat of my auntie Coney on Argyle Place, the church down the hill
has made way for a modernistic block with, strangely, small crosses on its apartment windows, etc etc. But
most corners and lanes are still there and its easy enough to discover important elements of my local past.
But Sciennes was a stopper! Apart from a wonderful and entirely informal welcome and the brilliantly lit

rooms and corridors, the atmosphere even of the empty school on a wet and dour day was lovely. So well
done Sciennes, I am glad to have been there even if those were not my best days of life, and its a real shock
to now learn that this was the posh school - the school of choice amongst wise parents. I am glad I had a
wise mum and dad back in the 1950s.

1954 Food rationing ended after 14 years. On 22nd March 1954 there was an ‘intimation from the
Education Office that Mr. W. Robertson, Headmaster of Abbeyhill School, has been appointed
Headmaster of Sciennes School as from 23rd August 1954’, though there is no reason given. The last
logbook ends on June 24th 1954, after the Interscholastic Sports at Meadowbank and the closing concert
and distribution of prizes, with the entry: ‘Mr. W. Robertson, Headmaster of Abbeyhill School, visited to
consult the Headmaster’. That year Roger Bannister ran the first sub 4 minute mile. “Rock Around the
Clock" was released by Bill Haley and the Comets and Elvis Presley began his career. “White Christmas”
played in the cinemas. Edinburgh was twinned with Munich, Germany.

FORMER PUPIL AUTOGRAPHS 1954

Teachers’ Signatures in Eric Nelson’s autograph book 1954

Head Teacher’s Signature in Eric Nelson’s autograph book 1954
This is a tradition we continue today and our current Primary Seven pupils are creating Memory Books in
their final term with us, reflecting their seven years at Sciennes. A few pages at the back of their books are
left free for autographs, and - love it or hate it - a recent tradition over the last few years has been to collect
signatures on the P7 royal blue sweatshirts, too.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1954

Reproduced with acknowledgement to Walter Bisset top row third from left (Taken from EdinPhoto website)
“I also saw a face from long ago in the class of 1954, Wilma Gowans. When my parents married in 1934
Wilma's parents were in the Wedding Party - Maid of Honour and Best Man. Both families were quite close
and even after we came to Canada in 1956 we visited them when we were home on holiday.” Sheila
McDonald (nee Moncrieff)

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1954-1960
Billy Stewart
“I lived at 8 Buccleuch place and walked across the Meadows every day to Sciennes from 1954 -1960 then
went to Jimmy's. Best days of my life.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1954
Brian Simmons, Victoria, Canada
“I started my childhood life on Lord Russell Place, by the Meadows, and started in Sciennes first year in
1954. My parents emigrated to Canada where I then grew up. They never let me forget Scotland, and I
clearly remember my walks up to Sciennes and happy first year of school, and early days of life.”

In 1955 ITV began broadcasting and Scrabble made its first appearance. Rosa Parks, an African American,
refused to give up her seat on a bus to a white woman and sparked the Civil Rights Movement in America.
Hovercraft, Lego, Velcro and Fish Fingers were invented and the first pocket transistor radios became

available.

Class Photograph 1955

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1955 to 1961
Ian C. Palmer
Attended George Heriot's 1961-1967, University of Edinburgh 1967-1971. Year abroad in Mexico, 19691970. Taught ESL (English as a Second Language) in Algeria, Spain, Portugal, and Yemen. Master's in
Public Administration, Penn State Harrisburg (USA), 2000. I am currently a Site Reviewer for the
Commission on English Language Program Accreditation in the USA, which is based in Alexandria, Virginia.
I live in Minersville, Pennsylvania, my wife's home town. Our grandchildren now attend schools and colleges
in Pennsylvania and Minnesota, and one is waiting to hear of her acceptance to medical school at the
University of Washington in Seattle.
“I think I was tremendously fortunate to be able to attend a fine school with high standards. My classmates
were a diverse group, from the rough to the refined. There were little boys and girls from India and Jamaica,
and even West Mains! Our teachers were caring and strict. I remember very clearly Miss Starkey, Miss
Miller, and Mr. Robertson, the Headmaster. I remember the huge heaps of coal that steadily diminished
during the winter as they were used up in the boilers, and the somewhat uncomfortable outside "lavvies." Of
course I walked to and from school, and home for dinner (as my father did, from Bartholomew's). I have to
mention also buying sweets on the way home: five "sports mixtures" for a penny in those days (one-twelvehundredth of a pound each, am I right?), or the huge extravagance of threepence for a tube of Polo
mints.Thank you for helping to bring all of this back, and good luck with the celebrations! I still have
wonderful, positive feelings towards the place and the people associated with it. I remember it in every detail

and it was a wonderful time. ”

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1955

Reproduced with acknowledgement to former pupil Anne Imrie

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH mid 1950s

Reproduced with acknowledgement to former pupils Phyllis Taylor (née Burns) (second row far left) and
David Fraser (back row second left).

The last Edinburgh city tram ran in November 1956.

The last tram runs in 1956
The Suez Crisis caused petrol rationing in Britain and Rocky Marciano retired as the only undefeated
Heavyweight Champion of the world with a perfect record. Norma Jean Mortenson changed her name to
Marilyn Monroe.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1956- 1963
Helen Taylor (nee Schlomka)
I live in Linlithgow with my husband who is retired so we are both Pensioners! We enjoy the freedom to
travel together. We have a daughter and a son. Our daughter is married and has given us 3 precious
grandchildren ... they live in London so I travel down there frequently. My hobbies are genealogy which I
love, knitting, walking and going to the Theatre ... these things and many more fill my days now.
“I remember the swimming pool, Sciennes was one of the few schools to have one. Mr. Nimmo was the
swimming teacher, he had a pole which he would hold across the water in front of you and you had to jump
in at the deep end .. not a pleasant experience but it taught me how to swim! I also remember marching up
and down the stairs to our classrooms with music. Lining up in twos in the playground when the bell rang. I
was a monitor in P7 and got the job of tidying up the staffroom and washing the cups .. a privilege?!
Sciennes was a great school, with fun ways of learning and taught me well.”

Sewing projects at Sciennes - sewing bag. Thank you to Helen Taylor (nee Schlomka)

Sewing projects at Sciennes - stitching. Helen Taylor (nee Schlomka)

Sewing projects at Sciennes - apron. Helen Taylor (nee Schlomka).

FORMER PUPIL REUNION CLASS OF 1956-1963
Photos taken in 2002 of a small reunion of girls from Class of 1956 - 1963

Left to Right: Linda Farquhar, Dorothy Langlands, Muriel Lindsay, Barbara Gibson, Katrina Abernethy,
Norma Hughes, Helen Taylor (nee Schlomka)

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1956 -1963
NORMA HUGHES now HENDRIE
I still live in Edinburgh, retired now, living at the West End. Keep busy looking after my grandchildren and
trying to keep fit.
“My first teacher was Mrs Keppie. Her single name was Laura Brand and she danced on the TV show The
White Heather Club. She was a fantastic teacher. I still remember my first day she was playing the piano and
singing. I remember we had country dancing in the gym, this was preparing us for the leaving dance, my
favourite was the skaters’ waltz. The boys would stand at one side of the gym and the girls the other, then
the boys would walk across to the girly they wanted to dance with! At Christmas time we made decorations,
sung carols, it was great fun, the class would buy the teacher a nice box of chocolates, it was a great
atmosphere.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1956 -1963
Dave Atkinson
Now retired having worked for British Telecom for years.
“When I get the Email to advise that Sciennes will be 120 years old gets me thinking. I always thought it was
a really good school and I was the youngest of the 7 children in my family. They all went to Sciennes, living
at Argyle Park Terrace, next to the Meadows:
Mary Atkinson (my eldest sister will be 80 on 28/08/12 - lives Canterbury)
Andrew Atkinson (sadly died aged 70 - 8 years ago)
Christeen Atkinson (sadly died aged 65 - 9 years ago)
Winney Atkinson (aged 75 lives in Lincoln)
Dennis Atkinson (aged 65 still in Edinburgh)

Phillis Atkinson (aged 63 lies in Shrewsbury)
David Atkinson (me still in Edinburgh)
When you reach the age of 60, I find it hard to remember all the training details of Sciennes. But I always
thought there were really good teachers and I enjoyed it. Lucy Gallagher was really nice to allow me to come
to Sciennes School on Thursday 14th June 2012. Thought the school still looked great and enjoyed to be
there again - about 49 years since I left in 1963. Sciennes is great - a well organised school and really good
staff.”

Dave Atkinson visited Sciennes on 14th June 2012.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1956
Jack Fraenkel
Attended Sciennes 1956/7 and 1962/3. I came to Australia in 1972 and have since lived in Perth until 1985
and moved to Sydney then where I still reside. Now semi retired after a long career in Duty Free retail around

Australia and southeast Asia.
“My memories of school are varied, I remember my very first day with Miss Legge and drawing on grey
cartridge paper that day. My sister Manuela, who had also attended Sciennes, is 4 years older than me and
still lives in Warrender Park Rd where we lived whilst at the school. Mr Robertson was Head for most of my
time there and was replaced by Dr Grey the same year that Dr Who first aired. Some of the friends I
remember are: Ronald Fiennes, Alan Taylor, Alan Wilson Michael Kay, Fiona Penicuik, and some other girls
whose family names escape me, Alexis, Muriel and Katrina. The only teachers who come to mind are Mr
Duthie and Mr Matheson and although I was not a good student, they were great mentors to me. Winter was
spent make in ice slides in the playground and the summer game was chasing mirror reflections on the wall
of the shed. I don't remember the playground being segregated and the Police were regular annual visitors
demonstrating various road safety skills with their motor cycles. Last term days always included a movie on a
huge old projector, probably 16mm. Wish I had more solid memories of academic times but I was not a good
student and not terribly interested in the learning side of schooling at either Sciennes or later at Darroch. I do
specifically remember being assigned to James Brown and Mr Duthie taking up the cause to have me attend
Darroch but don't remember how or exactly why. Sciennes Primary School was/is a nurturing Alma mater
that allows learning and development to grow independently.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR The Fifties and Sixties (written for Centenary Booklet)
Norma Amos Foster
“So Sciennes will become 100 in the year I become 39. I attended Sciennes from 1956 until 1962. My
earliest memory is the day I first went to the school with my mother to visit the Headmaster. Although we
lived in Tollcross, my mother refused to have me attend the two nearest schools as she thought I would
receive a better education at Sciennes, despite it being a good deal farther to walk. It was also conveniently
situated next to the Sick Children’s Hospital in case of dire emergency. So, suitably admonished to behave
myself and answer Mr Robertson’s questions correctly, I waited for the summons. Finally it came, and we
entered the Headmaster’s office. I thought Mr Robertson must be very old and very strict, mostly because he
had a moustache and to a 4 year old, his position and office seemed terribly important. I was a bit young to
be attempting to enter the 1st grade but my birthday fell into an awkward time for school admissions and if I
waited, I would be 6 before being granted entrance. He proceeded to have a chat with my mother, before
talking to me. He asked me if I could count from 1 - 10 which I did, and with great gusto told him that I could
also count backwards from 10 - 1, and did so. He then asked me to if I could tie my shoelaces which I
thought was a really silly question since my shoelaces were already tied. However I bent down to untie and
retie my shoelaces. I think I also was asked if I understood any letters and was given the chance to show that
I could write my own name, albeit in square letters as I hadn’t yet figured out how to write round ones. He
laughed, and somehow didn’t seem quite so scary. It seemed that l had passed the entrance examination
and thus started in Class 1a2 or some such strange appellation, with Miss Fotheringham.
The class contained about 35 students, average age 5, and I enjoyed trying to write with chalk and slate, and
to learn numbers using wooden rods of different colours and lengths. I was scared of Miss Fotheringham as
she appeared old, and was extremely strict, She used to shout a lot and maybe it was she had difficulty
controlling the class. Whenever any senior master entered the classroom we had to all cross our arms on our
desks, lay our heads down and not ‘fidget’. Sometimes we actually were allowed to sit up, but we had to fold
our arms, again to prevent this annoyance to teachers called ‘fidgeting’.
My mother had a fondness for dark green. I hated green and loved red when I was 4. I also liked the school
uniform and wanted to wear it. However, my Mother had other ideas. She decided that I was going to attend
school in a black watch tartan kilt and a bottle green twinset, dark green ankle socks and brown shoes, which

in retrospect probably looked very cute but all of which I hated as it had nothing to do with the school
uniform. Especially brown shoes! Yuck! Uniform wearing was not strictly enforced at Sciennes, but most of
the children wore it, or at least some of it. I felt that it looked very smart, and it was important to look the
same as the majority. Children can be cruel over differences. Finally after much reasoning with my Mother
(=tantrums) she finally clothed me in a manner befitting a Sciennes Schoolgirl.
My first encounter with punishment came from Miss Starkey. I can no longer remember what it was for,
except that strap was black; I received it on my right palm. There was a group of us who were guilty of some
major crime, and I found the process so humiliating, that I avoided causing such an event to ever happen
again. It was especially humiliating because I really liked Miss Starkey. She was everything Miss
Fotheringham was not. Miss Starkey was beautiful, graceful, thin, tall and had long silver blond hair which
she always wore in a complicated set of braids. She was most Scandinavian, and reminded everyone of Nina
of ‘Nina and Frederick’ who were popular folk singers of the time. She also seemed to be genuinely fond of
children and was a good teacher. My other clear memory of her was that I had filled several pages of a
‘jotter’ with ‘sums’ which were all from the ‘33 times table’, and got them all right. She wrote ‘Excellent’ and
had double underlined it. I was so proud of myself. Thus encouraged, I wanted to work hard for Miss Starkey
as she would give positive feedback. It was also in Miss Starkey’s class, (3a2 or 1) that we received grades
and were given rewards for performance at the school prize giving ceremony held just before the summer
holidays. I was delighted to find myself 3rd in the class and thus received a certificate for ‘General
Excellence’, which I still have. Unfortunately, I was never to be top the class or Dux of the school. Those who
were, always seemed to me to be brilliant whereas I was just intelligent. I was also lazy, when I think about it,
as I hated homework and preferred to do other things in my spare time.
After a year with Miss Starkey, which was all too short, we graduated to Miss Johnson’s class. I hated the
class, and hated Miss Johnson. I thought she hated me. (Things are pretty black and white when you are 7
or 8 years old!). She was an older woman, a ‘spinster’, who lived with her sister, as rumour had it, on
Spottiswoode Street. She was a harridan. She always wore nasty tweed suits of nondescript colours, wore
quite thick glasses and, as she walked with a limp, carried a cane. Her class was held in a temporary
accommodation outside the main building of the school, referred to as the ‘huts’. Nasty place. I recall having
to kneel throughout all Miss Johnson’s classes as the fixed desks and seats were older and the desks were
higher than the newer ones. Under Miss Johnson’s hateful guidance I slid down to 10th place in the class. It
is incredible how much influence a teacher has on young lives. A terrible humiliation occurred one day when I
went to school as usual, and was most distressed to see Miss Johnson coming the opposite way. There was
no avoiding the confrontation as she had already seen me. No escape. I didn’t understand why she was
walking in the opposite direction . . . away from the school, at 8.30 in the morning. She was equally surprised
to see me, and asked me where I was going. To school I answered. She laughed, and told me it was a
holiday and that there was no school that day. I waited for her to say something nasty about how stupid I was
to be doing such a thing. But she didn’t. She (surprisingly!) asked me if I had somewhere to go, as she knew
my mother worked and father was away at sea all the time. I thought that such an enquiry was exceptional
behaviour from her and then started to worry about the whole school knowing about Norma trying to go to
school on a holiday. Thus I couldn’t enjoy the break. At least I received an insight into Miss Johnson. Maybe
she was quite nice after all? Well, be that as it may, but I received no prizes for general excellence under her
tutelage. For impressionable children, if an authority figure tells you often enough that you are stupid, before
long, you start to believe it.
I couldn’t wait to move out of her class and into that of the best teacher I have ever had, Mr Donald
Matheson, who hailed from Skye and spoke with a soft, kind accent and who was a wonderful teacher who
loved children. He used to drive a big old black convertible, which marked him as a character. I feel that our
class, which remained essentially the same from the first year to the last, loved ‘Mathie’ with a genuine

affection, reserved for very few. Under his guidance, my scholastic record returned to its former level, and
was to remain there for the rest of my time at Sciennes. ‘Mathie’ gave himself to the children, and because
we were with him for about 2 years, he got to know all of us individually, extremely well. He knew that I hated
art and would much rather do maths or science, so he contrived for me to miss art and study something else
during that ‘period’. Mr Hendricks, the art teacher was very nice, but I found ‘art’ terribly frustrating. Even
then, as now, I tend not to be interested in frustrating things. If I can’t do it, I am not interested. Art was like
that.
Due to my interest in Science, I was selected to be a part of the Sciennes exhibit at the Edinburgh Civic
Exhibition at the Waverley Hall. I had to wear my best school uniform with my school tie sporting its finest
Windsor knot, and demonstrate water surface tension to interested spectators by floating needles on water
and having folks observe the slight dent in the surface. Simple stuff, but I was very proud.
One Art class I didn’t mind was with a Miss Gibson. I think she was a temporary staff member, whose most
outstanding feature was a tightly constrained and oddly placed bosom which seemed to project straight out
from her armpits. This awesome anatomy which endowed an otherwise trim frame was of endless fascination
to some of us girls, who as yet did not have the need for foundation garments. Miss Gibson herself was quite
original, and she decided that we were all going to undertake a ‘project’. The class was to be divided into
teams, each of which was to be directed by a team leader. I was lucky to be selected as a team leader, and
was allowed, with the other 4 leaders, to select my team. Of course, since I couldn’t draw, I tried to choose
the best artists in the class. . . like everyone else. Our team had about 6 people in it, and I had the
responsibility of producing the vision that we were going to bring to life on a piece of paper the size of a sheet
(or so it seemed). My vision was a view framed in a window, of a large tree and a landscape fading into the
background. As we got involved in the project, the idea blossomed. Our group was very proud to win the
prize for the best picture. I myself was especially pleased as it showed me that although I couldn’t draw, I
was not devoid of imagination, or taste and that I could implement an idea through other people’s talents.
‘Mathie’ left Sciennes when we were his pupils. Such was our love and respect for him that we organised a
farewell party in his honour. Jeanette Blake was interested in literature and drama. Although in our class, she
was 2 years older than me, and she had spent a number of years in Malaya. She was very bright and exotic,
and had some very mature ideas. Janette was interested in staging a play, so, with some other teachers’
help we tried something like ‘Little Women’ or something like that. I and another girl played the Skye boat
song on the violin, and the whole class sang. We had raised enough money to buy Mathie a going away
present...a putter, as we knew he enjoyed golf. Even thinking about it now brings tears to my eyes, as it did
then to Mathie’s. We didn’t want him to leave! Of course there was no choice. His new job was Headmaster
of Silverknowes School, no doubt, an excellent career move. But how we missed him.
The blow was somewhat softened by the knowledge that we would spend our final year at Sciennes with Mr
William Sinclair, who, next to ‘Mathie’ was considered by many pupils to be the second finest teacher in the
school. Indeed he was a fine teacher, who earned the love and respect of the class regardless of our
individual ability or aptitude. He, too, left the same time as our class graduated to take up a Headmaster role.
It was ‘The Colonel’ (as we affectionately called him due to his war stories and the possibility he had been a
real Colonel) who told me I was cynical. I was 9 years old by then. He had been trying to get us to think
analytically about geometry and not to just sit like sponges absorbing things. He had told us what a right
angle was, and we had figured out what an acute angle was, then he drew a new angle on the board and
asked anyone in the class to tell him what such an angle was called. There was no answer. In vain, he
directly asked some of our more original thinkers, but they were stumped. Finally, he said, ‘Norma, what
would you call this’? ‘I don’t know sir’, was my reply. So then he said, ‘Well, for example, how would you
describe me’? So after a little deliberation about whether I could really tell him the answer, I replied, ‘Fat Sir’,

with almost a straight face. The class erupted in laughter. So did Mr Sinclair, who proceeded to tell me that I
was cynical. ‘What’s that Sir’?He told me. Of course, he was right. It was also the answer he was looking for,
as he said, ‘That is, however, correct.The angle I have drawn IS a fat angle, or wide, and is referred to as
‘obtuse’. Thus we learned basic geometry.
I have nasty memories of ‘school dinners’ and good memories of crates of milk in 1/3 pint glass bottles at
‘playtime’ in the mornings. I ate these school dinners for my entire time at Sciennes, which were served from
great cauldrons in the draughty huts at the back of the school. They usually consisted of meat of a sort, fish
on Fridays in respect of our Catholic pupils, nasty potatoes and one example of an overcooked vegetable.
Usually peas. Dessert seemed to consist mostly of something-and-custard with lumps. I don’t recall ever
seeing any fresh fruit or vegetables, but maybe they existed and I just didn’t eat them. Two other things of
note about school lunchtime was that it was considered an honour to serve at the ‘teachers’ table’, and it was
during one of those times that I saw a grand mal epileptic seizure for the first time. That was fascinating and
scary but I had a decidedly morbid clinical interest in observing the event. It was a boy from another class,
and the whole school knew that he was an epileptic as we were told about it by the teachers. We were all
taught to behave calmly if such an event happened. So, although everyone wanted to have a look since the
poor kid really didn’t have seizures that often, we were all emotionally controlled.
Our class had about l8-20 girls, most of who stayed throughout the primary school system. It was therefore
very exciting when a new girl joined the class. We were very interested in Janette Blake not only because of
her Malayan experience, but because she was very pretty, with waist length strawberry blonde hair, blue
eyes and...a tan. She was also remarkably self possessed and mature, which always made me feel very
childish. But she was attractive and interesting. One day we were solemnly told that a new girl was coming
who was different from all of us in that she had an artificial arm, so we were not to stare and make her feel
uncomfortable. Of course, we couldn’t wait to meet such a person. Her name was Margaret Morris I think. It
didn’t take long for all sorts of curious questions to emerge though, such as ‘Were you born like that?’, and
‘What can you do with it?’ and ‘How does it work?’ She was accepted quite easily, and we learned a lot about
prostheses. I remember one day when she came to class with a new arm which ended in a hook. We all
thought this was really awful for her, but she herself was very pleased with this new arrangement as she
demonstrated the extended range of activities she could accomplish with this new attachment. We were
suitably awed. Marjorie Adam was a great athlete who won all our athletic events and competed
interscholastically. She was also an excellent swimmer who won many medals for Warrender Baths Club. I
admired her abilities, mostly because she was the same size as me and yet could accomplish all those
things I could not. Her nickname was ‘Midge’. I desperately wanted to swim like her and to run and jump like
that, and I tried. Because of her inspiration I started to swim, also joined Warrender and also competed.
However, due to what was identified eventually as exercise induced asthma, I could never achieve success
such as hers. Of course, at the time I didn’t know that was my problem, and just thought I must be very weak.
However, for 7 years I trained for swimming, 5 times a week, which discipline has continued even now, only it
is channelled into Karate training. Eleanor Nicholson suffered from Polio and had to wear leg braces, referred
to as callipers. But our class, as was pointed out by ‘Mathie’ had a socially redeeming feature. All of us
played together, regardless of physical condition, social class or intellect, which seemed to separate other
school classes into cliques. We used to have a long, long skipping rope which I think was organised by
Janette. We would stretch it the entire length of the girls’ playground (boys had a separate playground then)
and the entire class would join in the game. It was not important that Eleanor was unable to skip, as she
could turn the rope; or that Midge was great at skipping because there were 15 people behind her waiting
their turn so she couldn’t skip for long. We would take turns ‘ca’ing’ the rope. If you tripped up, it was your
turn. We played other games too on the hard playground surface, but that was the most communal. Some
would tuck their gymslips or skirts into their navy blue knickers and practise handstands.

I remember going on the ‘TV Train’ to Loch Lomond or some such place, and to Broomlee Camp School at
West Linton where I had to sing the cynical song at the end of the camp . . . one verse:
“They say at Broomlee camp school the food is mighty fine.
The porridge in the morning has killed two pals of mine” …
In Mathie’s class at age 9, I became mechanised. I was finally given my dream. A bicycle. Mathie gave me a
group of final years girls called ‘The Big Girls’. I never became one, always being small in stature, always 1-2
years younger than my classmates. I enjoyed gymnastics due to being well co-ordinated, and was even
awarded a gym prize one year. I was a member of the school netball team, which I thoroughly enjoyed. But I
often chafed under Midge’s put-downs, as she knew she had something I didn’t. Of combination lock and
chain for it, the number of which I have never forgotten – 6115. Mathie helped me understand my bike by
teaching me which tools to use and how to fix a flat tyre. I’m not sure which was really the more exciting, the
bicycle or my combination lock! Both made a deep and lasting impression on me. My bike was black and
yellow, with semi racing handlebars and 4 Sturmey Archer gears. A major breakthrough in transportation! We
swapped scraps and played jacks.
For a while the fashion was the obscene habit of chewing up a ball of paper and throwing it up so that it
would stick to the ceiling.I always liked the marching out at 3.30 pm. That was the end of the day, when all
the classes would line up and march out of school two abreast, in an orderly fashion to Scottish pipe music. It
was kind of stirring to be a part of the entire school, in motion. I imagined myself sometimes, a real piper,
wearing a proper kilt that would sway elegantly in time to the drums....then we’d reach the playground and all
hell would let loose! We used to march in too, but I don’t have any particular memories of that except for the
school bell, lines of girls - under the ‘sheds’ if it was raining or snowing, and an incredibly sophisticated
course when I look back now, I see that I had something she didn’t, but that was not obvious to me at the
time. We had a kind of love-hate relationship all through our time at Sciennes. Such are relationships of
young children.
Midge and I both played the violin. I hated having to play the stupid thing every day at 3 o’clock for 3 of my
Sciennes years. Although I enjoyed music and had an ear for it, I had no respect for the violin.
However, the violin teacher, Mr Riley, was very nice and I didn’t want to disappoint him, though I rarely
practised, as I really did not find the instrument to be so difficult. However, I ended up as leader of the first
violins in the Edinburgh Primary Schools String Orchestra, which, needless to say, I also hated.
The sewing class was enjoyable though the woman who taught the class was very scary, with grey/silver
hair, deep set eyes, glasses with convex lenses through which she used to glare disapprovingly, and a
penchant for strict discipline. She demanded perfection, and, alas rarely received it. I did however, succeed
in making the required embroidered pillowcase, lap bag (useless thing) and migraine inducing blue and white
striped blouse. The cooking class was deplorable. I loathed cooking and all its trappings, finding it messy,
and the food tasteless. Not surprising when all we made were dumplings and mince, with no seasoning but
salt and pepper. The fact was, I only enjoyed sports, mathematics and English.
Finally, along came the dreaded 11+ examination, which would deeply affect our foreseeable future. The
results of this exam, generally attempted at the age of 11 or over, combined with those of an IQ test,
determined which school one went to next. I was 10 years old and not particularly worried about the exam,
but I dreaded the IQ test, having absolutely no knowledge of what it was all about. Sure enough. I was right
to be apprehensive. I was called out for a private talk with the Colonel. He said ‘You don’t like IQ tests much
Norma, do you?’ To which I replied he was right. In fact I had found the test frustrating and rather silly. I lost
patience and barely attempted about 50% of the questions. Mr Sinclair indicated that the IQ results did not in
fact agree at all with the 11+ results which were based on academic subjects. Fortunately, more weight was
given to the academic result. Thus I had a choice of school: Trinity College, or Boroughmuir. My mother

chose the latter due to its proximity to where we lived, and all we had to look forward to now was the
‘Qualifying Dance’ referred to scathingly or with trepidation as the ‘Qually Dunce’. Everyone had to appear
dressed up. For me it was my first chance to wear ‘high heels’ all of 1 inch high, but which ripped my feet.
The twist had just arrived, and I couldn’t do it. Fortunately there was a prearranged set of Strathspeys and
Dashing White Sergeants which I quite liked. We had studied them in the gym class much to the disgust of
the boys. Now we knew why. Best of all though, was that Mathie returned from Silverknowes for our dance,
so I left Sciennes forever, with many fond memories, some sadness, but secure in the knowledge that we
had been Mathie’s favourite class!
Through the interaction with different types of teachers and students from widely different backgrounds, I
learned that human beings can work together, that each person’s individual talents are different and can be
used to create a whole far larger than the sum of its parts. I had excellent teachers who not only taught, but
also cared and shaped my way of thinking and my behaviour. I was taught how to deal with responsibility,
make judgements and decisions. I learned the values of respect for other people and property, how to
communicate in a group; I learned loyalty and understood the meaning of pride. Pride in myself, pride in my
school and all it represented. Thus Sciennes has left a deep and lasting impression upon my life. Where are
you all now? Patricia Clark, Catriona Campbell, Marilyn Griggs, Jeanette Blake, Ruth Gordon (Became
School Dux), Eleanor Nicholson, Katrina ?, Catherine McGlaughlin, Clare Willshire, Susan Douglas, Linda ?,
Joy Walker, Norma Amos, Eleanor Joy Stuart, Charlotte ?, Elaine?, Evelyn Ramsay, Marjorie Adhm,
Margaret Morris And to everyone whose names I forgot, please remind me, I am sorry.”
Norma Amos Foster
Takinogawa 6-1-1 1-50 1
Kita ku, Tokyo, 114,Japan.

1957 Martin Luther King Jr headed a nationwide peaceful campaign to oppose racial segregation and
discrimination in the United States. The Sputnik artificial satellite was launched by Soviet Russia. Dr Seuss’
“The Cat in the Hat” became a popular book on its release.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1957 - 1960
Evelyn Emily Hancock nee Nixon, a retired Salvation Army Officer, living in the seaside resort of Victor
Harbor, South Australia is married to an Australian, with a daughter and two grand children aged 6 & 9.
“I had a great teacher in year 8 and 9 and his name was Mr Duthie. I think he was the best teacher in the
school at the time. He made me feel like I was worthwhile. It was a good school.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1957-1959
Angela Downie nee Lancashire
I am married and I have lived in Portobello for 37 years. After Sciennes I went to Darroch until 1962. (It was a
pleasure to welcome Angela back to visit Sciennes on Tuesday 15th May 2012.)
“I was in Mr George Duthie’s class. Mr Duthie had been a footballer.I remember classmates Rhoda Bird,
Elaina Purves, Janice Pringle, Lillian Clark and Alma Olgilvie. I came from London and spoke with a different
accent, and didn't know what a playpiece was. I recall a music teacher Miss Brand. A great experience and a
wonderful teacher, Mr Duthie.

Ann Maxwell, Alma Ogilvie, Angela Downie (nee Lancashire), Lilllian Clark and her cousin at School
Camp 1958. Alma is wearing a Sciennes’ scarf. Thank you to Angela Downie for this photograph.

We were delighted to welcome back Angela Downie (nee Lancashire) when she came to visit us again the
following year in May 2013 with former pupil Dianne Bolton (nee Hunter), visiting from Canada, and they
were both able to find their names in our Registers.

Dianne Bolton (nee Hunter) with Angela Downie (nee Lancashire) in May 2013

Angela Downie (nee Lancashire)

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1957-1964
Stuart Reid
Just came upon the Sciennes website by accident but glad I did. I was at the school for 7 years between
1957 and 1964 before going on to Darroch and Boroughmuir. Unfortunately I have a hopeless memory and
the classmates’ names that I have are mostly first names. A few I remember are John Stark, John Syme,
Tommy Mitchell and Stuart Robertson in my own class. Like most of the boys at that time my head was full of
football and because of that and the fact that the girls were separated by the fence,I hardly knew any of the
girls by name.I have not been back to Sciennes in 50 years but I can still do a virtual tour in my mind. I can
still remember quite a lot of the teachers. Mr Duthie(who played with Hibs I recall!). It was he along with Mr
Sinclair that organised the football teams so they were V.I.P.s.There was also a music teacher called Ms
Burnett (could be wrong?) and Mrs Hepburn I think? Then of course there was "The Robbie" as we called Mr
Robertson the headmaster also known as "the Heedie." I can remember cracking one of the small panes of
glass in his office with a football but this was one of the few occasions when I did not get a dose of the
"Lochgelly." He was pretty strict but fair. I can remember quite a lot about my schooldays but ahhh! the
names?

1958 NASA North American Space Agency was formed. Sir Edmund Hillary reached the South Pole and
Elvis Presley joined the army. The microchip was invented and Edinburgh was twinned with Nice, France.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1958

Edinburgh Evening News photograph of Qualifying P7 Leavers’ Dance (‘The Quali’) reproduced with
acknowledgement to David Fraser. “Back, two, three and a hop.”

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1958

Prize Giving photograph reproduced with acknowledgement to former pupil Anne Imrie (nee Moir). David
Moir, Anne ‘s brother, uncle to Alison Farquhar (nee Imrie), sits third row back fourth from right and went
on to become dux in 1959.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1958-1960

Reproduced with acknowledgement to Helen Taylor (nee Schlomka). Teacher was Mrs. Veronica Jones.
Back Row l-r: Alan Wilson, Jack Frankel, Michael Kay, Alex Hosie, Fraser, Alan Taylor, Neil Ramsay,
William, Brian. 2nd Back - Ian, Alexis Pennycook, Dorothy Langlands,Maureen Imrie, Pat Brown, Muriel
Lyndsey, Katrina Abernethy, Drew McQuatt. 2nd front - Helen Schlomka, Barbara Gibson, Linda Farquhar,
Anne Thomson, Amelia Cunningham, Lesley Menzies, Marilyn, Helen Brysh. Front Row - Iain, Brian Wilson,
Billy, ?, ?, ?, James Petrie.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1958-1962
Derek Chambers
“It was a well run school in the 60's and 20's as my mother also attended Sciennes. I actually named my
company GranvilleSciennes after the 2 schools I attended during my primary years. Sciennes provided a
good education.”

Pupil Report 1958-1959. Thank you to Helen Taylor (nee Schlomka)
1959 The Guggenheim Museum in New York, designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, was completed. Alaska
became the 49th State of the United States and Hawaii the 50th. The Dalai Lama was forced to flee Tibet.
Rodgers and Hammerstein "The Sound of Music" opened on broadway and Mattel's Barbie Doll was
launched.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1958-1959
Beverley Raeburn (nee Gorman)
“I was in Primary 6/7 at Sciennes in 1958/59 and my two grand-daughters have been at Sciennes
since Primary 1. Isla is now in Primary 6 and Estelle is in 3rd year at James Gillespies.
I was disappointed to miss the Centenary Celebrations but have just been on this fabulous website
and found two messages from Angela Downie (nee Lancashire) (7 November 2011 and 9 June 2012)
who was in my class. Janice Pringle lived in the same street as me and I became friendly with
Maureen Hickey when we went to Boroughmuir, but lost touch after I got married and moved south. I
remember Rhoda Bird (who sadly died very young), Andrew Cockburn and George Dall and I did meet
Elaine Purves a few times in the 1970s as she lived near me at Fairmilehead. I remember our teacher
Mr Duthie and Mr Nimmo, but I think I learned to swim with Miss King? I would love to hear from

anyone who remembers me - I had a twin brother Ronnie who was in another class at Sciennes.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPHS 1959

Reproduced with acknowledgement to Reg McCaw (back row far left).

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1959-1962
Barbara Bradbury
Managing Director of a People and Organisational Development Company - Halland Solutions
“My first teacher at Sciennes was Miss Ingram. She was fantastic! I remember our "News" on a Monday
morning, the bricks that we learnt Maths with, and getting lost around the school in my first week! The
playgrounds for boys and girls were separate in those days - are they now? If you were late, you had the
ruler across the back of your hand. I remember lining up in the playground after lunch and my sister getting
the ruler - not a pleasant experience! I was very proud of my uniform, and loved going to school. I was so
keen that I occasionally forgot it was a Saturday and put my school uniform on! I remember those days with
fondness and have always thought that I got a tremendous start to my education. Sciennes was excellent!”

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1959

Reproduced with acknowledgement to former pupil Anne Imrie.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1959Ken Keddie
I live in Vancouver, Canada. I worked for Scottish and Anglo-American banking institutions in Edinburgh,
Asia, London, New York and Miami before coming here and forming my own banking company.
“I was lucky to be Dux Boy, sing in the choir and play violin in the orchestra in my graduation year. Because
of Sciennes I obtained a scholarship to George Heriot's. Mr. Robertson and Mr. Sinclair - head and deputy
head at the time - were very good to me and formative in my development. As we get older we tend to look
back on where we came from, and so I am no different in that regard. But I do know that my life and
successes owe their origins to my primary school and my teachers including my ongoing love of books.
Sciennes? Formative.”

1960-1970

1960

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPHS 1960
Helen Taylor

Many thanks to Helen Taylor (nee Schlomka) (extreme left, second front row) for sending this photograph
taken in 1960. Teacher Mrs Veronica Jones

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPHS 1960
Kate Hull

Reproduced with acknowledgement to Kate Hull, Devon, England. (Taken from EdinPhoto website)

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1960

Reproduced with acknowledgement to Alec Ruthven 1960

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1960-61

Sciennes’ Football Team. Reproduced with acknowledgement to Derek Chambers (front row far left)
Borthwick, Crawford, Reeves, Proudfoot, Inglis, Leggat, Dunlop, Tait. Angus MacDonald (back row second
from left)
The 1960 Summer Olympic Games begin in Rome, Italy. Cassius Clay won the gold medal in lightheavyweight boxing.
February 5 The first CERN particle accelerator became operational in Geneva, Switzerland.
March 3 Elvis Presley returned home from Germany, after being away on duty for 2 years.
March 6 Vietnam War: The United States announced that 3,500 American soldiers would be sent to
Vietnam.
May 15 The satellite Sputnik 4 launched into orbit by the Soviet Union.
October 26 Robert F. Kennedy helped with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr 's release from jail for a traffic
offence.
November 8 John F. Kennedy was elected President of United States
December 9 The first episode of Coronation Street was broadcast.
December 31 Last day on which the farthing, a coin first minted in England in the 13th century, was legal
tender. .

1960 First MoT tests introduced. First vertical flight of a Harrier Jump Jet.
1961 Berlin Wall constructed. Muriel Spark’s “The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie”, set in Gillespie’s School, is
published. Former Sciennes pupil Emma Hamilton initiated the publication of a new pupil newspaper at
James Gillespie’s called “The Spark”, in memory of the author.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1961-1965
Charles Gilroy

Living in Brisbane Australia
I remember police giving road safety instructions using their cars and bikes and the canteen lunches.
Sciennes was a place of fun and safety.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1961-1968
Sally Bradley
I have lived in Queensland Australia since 1978. I am a research technician (agriculture) and have a Grad.
Cert. in Sustainable Grains Production. I have just retired to a property with cattle, goats, dogs and many fruit
trees. I'm married and my last two children (out of five) are still at home.
“I remember bottled milk at little lunch (smoko, morning tea). I remember school lunches - first and second
sittings (I was always hungry) and when, in Year 7, being allowed to go through the boiler room; the music
played on a record player to march into and out of school in the morning and afternoon and having to line up
in twos. As well, swimming lessons which I hated as I couldn't swim. Having to miss out on skiing lessons as
I had been picked for extra lessons to sit for a bursary to an elite school - ugh! I loved the sewing lessons. I
still have my pieces that I made. The vaccinations and inoculations - ouch. Trying out for the violin and not
making it, though I took it up in high school and became the leader of the school orchestra at Portobello
Secondary. Sitting on the floor in a room to watch films - so hard and uncomfortable as I was the tallest in my
year group. I remember the first day I started with a little chalkboard and chalk to draw on and not really
understanding what was going on. Getting a book prize in Year 7 with a certificate. Cold, wet and windy days
playing in the playground - skipping, elastics, chasey etc. Falling down the stairs (I was carrying a milk bottle)
and needing to go to hospital for stitches. The day the school closed early and nobody came to pick me up.
Remembering going to the headmistresses room and reading words in a test until they became too hard.
Always getting ahead in the mental arithmetic books. Walking to and from the bus stop to get the bus to and
from home. The little shop where you could buy 4 lollies for 1 pence. Learning to whistle and skip going
home one day. Getting rapped across the knuckles for doing something naughty. Sitting in rows where the
best students sat at the back of the classroom. The list goes on and on. I am still in contact with one of my
schoolmates of all those years ago - 50 plus year now. But I have to say, looking back, they were one of the
happiest times of my life. Oh to be there again!!! Interesting, strict, could be formidable but Sciennes is
Sciennes.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1961-1968
Kenneth Watters
Took early retirement after 34 years working at Scottish Widows as an underwriting analyst.
“Was part of Mr Lusk's class in P6 & P7 who were instrumental in establishing and running the school library
(on a very professional basis). Also helped build the weather station and rainfall gauge which were a feature
of the front playground for many years afterwards. Both events, library and weather station were reported
with photographs in Edinburgh Evening News at the time. Good luck with your anniversary memories.
Brilliant childhood memories.”

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1961

Reproduced with acknowledgement to Doreen Logan (née Wilson)
Mr Munro’s class. (Perhaps 1965/66?)

1962 Nelson Mandela jailed
.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1962

Reproduced with acknowledgement to Shirley Pilcher (one of twins in middle) 1962

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1962

Reproduced with acknowledgement to David Atkinson. 1962-1964?
Kenny Proudfoot, Peter Bolton, Stuart Reid, Kenny Keddie, Willie Randall, Davie Cockburn.
Front: Jim Turnbull, David Atkinson, Gerry Steed, Chris Walsli..., Stephen Statiak…

Ken Keddie, now living in Canada and working in Toronto, provided this information on the photograph
above.
John Gorman or Gordon?( a guess) Michael McDonald, Peter Robertson( Robinson) Peter Boulton, Kenny
Proudfoot, Front row Stefan Stasiuk, Stuart Reid, Ken Keddie, Peter Moir and David Atkinson. Mr Sinclair
was our coach and one of the nicest teachers to talk to although I never had him as a teacher. I used to be
the goalkeeper but was one of the smaller boys in my class and in the team. We got pasted one game
because I couldn’t reach the crossbar( never a good thing for a goalie) so the coach had me play at forward
which I enjoyed too. I looked forward all week to the practice sessions and games on Saturday mornings. I
just came across this site and have been reading through it. My last 3 years were my best in school and Miss
Hepburn was the teacher and the best one that I had at Sciennes. Totally surprised to be reading through the
history and coming across the soccer team and see myself smack in the middle. I also see a Guestbook post
from Stuart Reid on the school website and hope that this is the same Stuart that was on the team and in the
photo right beside me. Would like to hear from him if it is.
I left for Canada in 1973 and am working in Toronto so it was good to read through the site and ignite my
memory bank.

	
  	
  
FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR
Stuart Reid
Posted on Sciennes School website, in response to Ken Keddie:
Apologies to Kenny Keddie,if the office is agreeable please pass on my email Just for the info the names of
most of the players in the football team are:
Back LtoR
David Gorman??although unsure,Mike Mcdonald,Goalie Peter Robertson,Peter Bolton,Kenny
Proudfoot,Gerry??unsure again!
Front L to R
Stefan Stasiak,me Stuart Reid,Kenny Keddie,Peter Moore and Davie Atkinson.
From what I remember the photo is 1963 it`s the school first team,sure the strip was red,yellow and orange?
and the second team strip was an ancient faded pink and grey thing.this was a good team.we scored plenty
goals Stefan and Peter were great wee wingers and Davie had a magical left foot.This photo is either taken
at Kirkbrae or Dr Guthrie up at liberton.
I can still remember on the friday before a game all the boys would be standing in their lines after lunchbreak
and Mr Sinclair or Mr Duthie would call out the names of the boys playing that saturday.Joy if you were
picked sadness if not,remember there were no subs in those days!!I also remember playing for both first and
second teams on the same morning.Probably the same thing happened with the girls netball team?
I can remember Mr Sinclair took me in his car for a trial for Edinburgh schools at Warriston.I can remember
the day clear as day which unfortunately it wasn`t.Mr Sinclair picked me up outside the New Vic(Odeon)in
clerk st which was showing Dr No,James Bond at the time.I thought I played well in the lashing rain but did
not make the squad.My brother Alan Reid(Terry Tully`s class!) was a better player and went on to win the
Inter schools cup while at sciennes beating Dundee at Tannadice.He went on to play for Dunfermline and
was 4 years younger.I`ve got a lot of memories of Sciennes which I will post.Pretty amazed at that because
my wife Liz always says I have a hopeless memory.Apologies to any of the girls in my class because the
fence down the playground split the school firmly into boy/girl activities in my opinion and I never really got to
know many of the girls.Most of the boys were the same,their heads were full of nothing but"Fitba".

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1962- 1969
Audrey Boyle (nee Alexander)
I am a full time mum living in Co Donegal EIRE.
“My last teacher was Mr Fox and what a great teacher he was. When we went to school camp we won the
tidiest dorm 2 years in a row. We went to Aberfoyle and I can remember going on lots of nature trails. We
also won a contest for putting on the black and white minstrels show. There were two playgrounds one for
boys one for girls and there was also some kind of weather thing put up in the playground. We used to have
lots of debates about all kinds of things. Mr Fox used to set up a table in the classroom for example on
capital punishment. I took part in that one and won the debate. He also had us in groups and one year the
groups were Scottish rivers, another year we were tv programmes. I loved the swimming pool in the school.
We raised money one year for the burns unit for the Sick Kids next door. We also had sewing and knitting
classes. It was a great time in my life being at Sciennes.”
1963 Martin Luther King gave his “I have a dream speech”. First episode of Dr Who. President Kennedy
assassinated.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPHS 1963

Reproduced with acknowledgement to Alec Ruthven (second from right, front row)

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1963-1969
Rosemary Darroch
I currently live in Brisbane, Australia having emigrated here in 1980. I have 3 grown up children, one of whom
has been living and working in Edinburgh for the last 5 years. I work for the Australian Koala Foundation here
in Brisbane and I enjoy photography and watching sport although I don't get as much time to do this as I
would like as I am fostering a three year old little girl at the moment.
“I have quite fond memories of my years at Sciennes. One of my first teachers was Mrs Inglis and in later
years I had Miss Hepburn. I remember a Miss Conacher, a Mr Lusk and the headmaster when I started was
Mr Robertson and then later Mr Douglas. Fond memories too of Mr Melrose the janitor and Mrs Waugh the
school nurse. Mr Nimmo tried valiantly to teach me to swim in the school pool in the basement and I
remember sports carnivals in the Meadows. I remember marching up the stairs into class to music. Sciennes
was a great primary school experience.”

Third prize label in a prize book for Helen Taylor (nee Schlomke) 'Let’s Watch the Birds' 1963

Dave Atkinson brought his autograph book from 1963 and spoke to our current P7 pupils who were creating
their end of year Memory Books, with pages for autographs, just like Dave had done almost 50 years before.

Dave Atkinson’s P7 autograph book from 1963 with a signature from Headteacher Mr Robertson.

Staff autographs in Dave Atkinson’s P7 autograph book from 1963.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1963- 1970
Anne Bowles (nee Tulloch)
I am currently a primary school teacher and live in Milngavie, near Glasgow with my husband, son and
daughter.
“I started at Sciennes in August 1963 having done a term at Parsons Green Primary before moving to 2
Livingstone Place. In so doing I followed in the footsteps of my father and grandmother who had also lived at
this address and attended Sciennes Primary. I think I remember all of my teachers and can visualise the
classrooms. P1 & 2 Miss Fotheringham; P3 Mrs Thomson for a term then Miss Lowe; P4 Miss Conacher; P5
Mrs Jackson; P6 Mrs Sutherland then a Canadian teacher, when Mrs Sutherland went on long term sick
having lost her voice through shouting at us!; P7 Miss Hepburn. We also had Mr Nimmo for swimming,
nicknamed Mr Minnow. Unfortunately I did not realise this wasn't his real name and although my parents took
some persuading that it was, he was none too pleased to receive a "please excuse from swimming letter"
addressed to Mr Minnow! The pool is one of my abiding memories of school and it was used by other
schools too. I can remember boys from St Peter’s making fun of us because we had to line up in silence to
march out the school to Colonel Bogey's March, played on an ancient old gramophone.
The "qually dance" is also well remembered for mum making me a white chiffon dress and going to the
hairdresser's to have my hair put into ringlets. A boy called Colin Grant took me to the qually and his folks
had bought him a suit for the occasion. I remember dancing Scottish reels and a lovely spread of food. It was
a great night.
My best friend at Sciennes was Irene Hall and other good friends were Linda Stewart, Margaret, Susan
Fiddes and Fiona Comerford. It was a small class of around 28 with only 8 or 9 boys. There was another
Anne (Lynch) and I think 4 Fionas and 4 Susans. I had a happy time at Sciennes and was sad that I could
not continue onto Boroughmuir with my friends, as I no longer lived in the catchment area and went instead
to Trinity Academy. I think I got on with most of the teachers ok although I don't remember any of them being
especially endearing. Having trained as a teacher myself a few years ago, the relationship between teacher
and pupils is strikingly different, thank goodness. It is difficult nowadays to envisage a primary teacher who
doesn't like
children! A happy, innocent time.”

Anne Bowles (nee Tulloch) visiting Sciennes with her father John M Tulloch, also a former pupil, in April
2013. Anne visited her Primary One and Primary Two classrooms and her father recalled the tiered seating
in the classrooms when he was a pupil in the 1940s.

Anne Bowles (nee Tulloch) finds her name in the logbook.

1964 Forth Road Bridge opened. BBC Two began broadcasting and Edinburgh was twinned with Florence,
Italy.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1964

Reproduced with acknowledgement to Rose Darroch second row furthest right 1964
Back Row: Andrew Jackson, James Menzies, Keith Mitchell, Ian Spence, ?, ?, Alan Spiers, ?, ?
Third Row: Charles ?, ?, Margaret NOrman?, Joyce Mitchell, ?, Elaine?, Fiona Kay, ?, Billy Leith?
Second Row :Lorna Hepburn, ?, Ruth ?, ?, Susan ?, Shirley Hamilton, Carole Gilchrist, ?, Rosemary Darroch
Front Row: ?, David McArthur, ?, Peter McGuire, Bruce McRoberts, Robert Wales, ?.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1964-1970
Audrey Lindsay
I am working as a Nursery School Manager within the University of Edinburgh just across the Meadows. At
the end of each school year children leave our nursery and go on to attend Sciennes. Therefore, I have
visited Sciennes to support the children with their transition to primary one.
“I have many special memories of primary school and can remember skipping or running to Sciennes every
morning. After having classes and lunch in the 'huts' I can remember when the new dining room was built
onto the back of the building. The aroma of the food cooking always made you feel hungry and you were
made to feel very special when you were asked to be a table monitor. I learnt to swim in the pool and
completed my life saving certificates. Keep up the good work. Sciennes School was and still is an asset to
our community. I enjoyed attending and can recollect many happy memories.”

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1964

Reproduced with acknowledgement to David Elder Circa 1964?

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1964

Reproduced with acknowledgement to Heather Morrison (née Yule) (2nd row from back 3rd from right)
Teacher Mrs Kerr Helen Murray Michelle Harrison Susan Smith Carol Thurlow Fiona Miln Lorna Collier Helen
Mitchell Noreen Ian Laidlaw Heather Yule David Anderson Sheila Napier Ruth Hay Carol Thurlow George
Scott (2nd left on floor)
1965 State School Comprehensive system of education began. 70mph speed limit introduced.
1966 A regular hovercraft service began over the English Channel (which was discontinued in 2000 due to
the Channel Tunnel).

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1966-1972
Alex Mclean
“Anyone remember me? 1966 / 72. Top o’ the class for football ability! Nothing else :) Mr Fox best teacher.
Played for Sciennes football team and scored 33 goals in one season!”

FORMER TEACHER 1966-1973
Thank you to former Class Teacher Joy Dunn who attended our Staff Reunion.
1967 First colour TV in Britain.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1967-68

Mr Lusk's P7 class from 1967-68. Reproduced with acknowledgement to Kenneth Watters (back row
second from right)
Back row - ? , Alan Reid, Neal Cowan, Scott Wallace, Colin McLean, Kenneth Watters, David Watson.
3rd row- Mr Lusk, ? , Billy Kane, Terry Tully, Iain McGuire, John Young, Andrew Downie, James Moir.
2nd row - Malcolm Gibb, ? , Carolyn Scott, Sally Bradley, ? , Sandra Hickey, George Muirhead.
Front row - Elizabeth Halliday, Carol Haston, Linda Hylands, Catherine Brodie, Annette Cornwall, Grace
Hughes, Elizabeth Doughty.
1968 “Dad’s Army” broadcast for first time.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1968
Thomas Mitchell
“I attended Sciennes aged 11 years,after Moray House primary closed. Must have been around 1968. It was
a bit of a shock after Moray house,but I survived by captaining the football team.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1968-1973
Ola Uduku
Reader in Architecture, University of Edinburgh, (Edinburgh)

“Memories of Primary one, my sisters coming to the school in 1970, having come from the then "Biafra".
Doing my cycling proficiency test on a cold winter's day in 1971, violin lessons with Mr Essen. Amazing and
memorable school.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1968-1975
Yvonne Brener (nee Gray)
I went on to study music and singing and I now live in Berkhamsted Hertfordshire England with my husband
and two children. I run singing classes for beginner and 'totally terrified singers'. I really enjoy it, it's great fun.
“I have happy memories of singing the 'Road to Isles' with gusto! Country dancing with Mrs McLeod in the
hall. I also enjoyed the art lessons, and playing in the playground with my friends.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1968-1975
Pamela Gordon (nee Simpson)
I live in Jedburgh in the Scottish Borders and work for NHS Borders as the manager of the Podiatry service. I
am an elder at Old and Trinity Parish Church in Jedburgh and am a member of the local Community Council.
“When I was at Sciennes the uniform for girls included a skirt in the winter and a checked dress in the
summer. The school blazer was quite heavy to wear. Girls had to wear a white blouse and a school tie. In
summer the boys wore shorts. There were separate playgrounds for boys and girls with an iron fence
between them. The number of pupils in the class was bigger than nowadays, there were between 30 and 35
pupils in each class and three classes in each year group. There were no computers, teachers used the
blackboard and pupils used jotters and were only allowed to write using a pencil most of the time. On
average we did about an hour's homework each night. In primary 7 we went on a school trip by train to
London for five days. We went to the Palladium Theatre to see Tommy Steele in Hans Christian Anderson.
We visited Hampton Court, the Tower of London and London Zoo. Among the animals at the zoo were two
pandas, Chi Chi and An An. There were no pandas at Edinburgh zoo so it was very exciting to see them.
Sciennes Primary was a wonderful school and I have never forgotten my schooldays there.”

FORMER TEACHER PHOTOGRAPH 1968-1989

Former Class Teacher Joan Anthony (1968-1983), former Class Teacher Catherine Smith (1975-1990),
Lindsey Watt (former Headteacher at Sciennes and current Headteacher at Castleview Primary) and
Sewing Teacher Beth McDonald (1968-1989).
1969 Apollo II First men land on the moon - Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin. Concorde made its first flight.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1969-1976
Jennifer Dugan
I still live in Edinburgh working as a senior manager for Deloitte. (It was a pleasure to welcome Jennifer back
to visit Sciennes on Tuesday 15th May 2012.)
“I remember the excitement when they removed half the railings dividing the boys and girls playground. We
were all allowed to play together! I also remember the Fluoride Lady that came every Friday. The whole class
had to rinse their mouth out with fluoride at the same time. If you started to giggle with the fluoride splurting
out of your mouth, you had to do it behind the blackboard so you couldn't be seen. Sciennes was a very
modern school in an old building.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1969-1975
Judith Gowenlock
I work as a welfare rights adviser in Bristol. I still return to Edinburgh to see family and friends and enjoy
hearing about Sciennes from a friend whose sons attend the school.
“I have lots of memories of Sciennes and it is hard to know where to start! The separate playgrounds for girls
and boys. The gate between the two only being opened when we attended an end of term service at the
Church (which later burnt down) down the road! When the gate was unlocked, the boys would rush into our
playground and play kiss chase! I remember skipping games in the playground- I can still remember the
rhymes to accompany them! Swimming lessons and foot inspections and having to scrub my feet with
carbolic soap. Mr Nimmo was a scary teacher! I also remember in Primary 1, being scared crossing the
bridge between the two parts of the school as I was convinced it would snap in two! The bizarre fluoride
mouthwashes! Mrs Waugh the kindly nurse. The janny in his brown coat. We had a pet guinea pig called
Rodney in primary 2 or 3 - named after a guinea pig in a book we were reading! We also had a gerbil at one

point but it escaped from its cage and was never found in the school! Mrs Wood was a nice teacher in
Primary 1 and 2. Think I had Mrs Fotheringham, Miss Groat ( made me a librarian!) and then Mrs Johnston? I
went on a school trip to London which was a great adventure. I still have the diary of the trip, as well as my
first school books from primary 1. Sciennes is a school where memories are made!”

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPHS 1969/70
Audrey Lindsay

The two girls are Audrey Lindsay and her big sister Irene Lindsay.

The teacher is Mrs MacLeod. Audrey Lindsay is far left, second row.

The Sixties
FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1960s: The Box Brownie on the TV Train
“A highlight in the 60’s for all senior pupils was an away-day on the ‘T.V. Train’. Duffle bags packed and
anoraks zipped we marched to Blackford Station. The actual destination didn’t matter — we were happy to
have a day out away from Sciennes. Each carriage had a black and white TV monitor (very hi-tech in those
days). This was linked to a closed circuit TV camera in the guards van. Those of us brave enough would go
along to this shoogly studio as the train thundered through the countryside and sing our own renditions of
“Bachelor Girl” by Cliff Richard to entertain our pals watching in all the carriages. When we got fed-up with
this we would get our Kodak Brownie Box 127 cameras out and take endless pictures of the countryside.
When we arrived at such destinations as Crianlarich or Berwick -upon-Tweed we got out of the train to eat
our lunch and play in the local park — where even the headmaster Mr. Robertson would join in the fun.
On returning to Edinburgh we were allowed to choose which station we would get off at: Blackford or
Newington. Just to be different and get away from the teachers most of us would choose Newington Station
even though it was further to walk home.”

1960s Ghost in the Attic
There is currently a chilling story in Sciennes about a ghost who haunts the attic. Many children claim to have
heard the awful rattling of milk crates behind the attics locked doors. Each day there are children (normally
P5’s) who make the terrible journey to the top floor to check this out. This involves hiding in a series of
cloakrooms at playtime, escaping the teacher’s watchful eye and giving Mrs. Bell the slip, only to find
themselves alone at the attic door listening to the sound of their own thumping heart beats. The awful truth
about this locked door can now be revealed in the school’s 120th year. One morning in the late 1960’s, Mr.
Melrose the janitor was stacking milk crates with the help of some senior boys. They were working outside
the North East attic when the janitor was called away. Six curious boys took their chance and entered the
attic - only five came out. The headmaster Mr. Robertson was immediately called to the scene. ‘Where has
that boy gone?’ he demanded. ‘Just disappeared!’ claimed the others. ‘Rubbish! Boys don’t just disappear,’
he shouted angrily. One further step inside the attic revealed the awful truth. A shaft of light shone up,
through a round gaping hole where ‘Ricky’ had fallen through the plaster ceiling to the classroom below.
Room 16 was in chaos. In the middle of their arithmetic test Ricky had dropped out of the sky and landed
softly on a girl in the second front row. Ricky escaped almost unscathed (apart from his row) but the girl

ended up in the Sick Kids with a broken collarbone and a lung full of plaster dust. The teller of this true tale
although wishing to remain anonymous admits to being one of Mr. Melrose’s helpers on that fateful day. All
that’s left in the way of evidence is a strange lumpy circle in Mrs. Young’s classroom ceiling where the hole
was hurriedly repaired.

Lucy Casot (nee Watson) wrote about the Ghost of Sciennes School when she was in P6 in 1982.

Thirty years later in 2012 Evie Shannon, P5 pupil, wrote her own version of the Sciennes’ Ghost Story.

Miss CS Kay infant mistress of Sciennes School retiral presentation from 6 years old Wilma Mackenzie Headmaster Mr William Robertson

1970-1980

The Seventies
The city hosted the 1970 Commonwealth Games and Meadowbank Stadium and the Royal Commonwealth
Pool were built. Edinburgh would again hold the games in 1986 and Glasgow will host in 2014.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1970

Reproduced with acknowledgement to Steven Bissett.
Mrs Strachan,Neil Purves,Julian Done, Steven Bissett [Notice cross eyes and missing tooth,Mum said she
wished she hadn't paid for the photo before she'd seen it],Craig Waters,Finlay McPherson,Colin
Shearer,Robert O'Malley,Finn Henderson,Andrew Wilson. 2nd Back Row: Caroline Ogg,Christine Lennie,Kim
Elvin,Karen Anderson,Aileen Morrison,Sheila Turnbull,Alison Edmonds. Front Girls: Simone Bell,Anne

Guy,Helen Cummings,Gillian Brown,Jacqueline Sharp,Debbie Coleman,Rose Tansey,Morag McKirdy,Joyce
Bridgeford. Front Boys: Davie Nicol,Peter Wilson,Kevin Gatti.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1970-1977
Ruth MacQueen(nee Easton)
Teaching assistant at James Gillespie’s Primary School. (It was a pleasure to welcome Ruth back to visit
Sciennes on Tuesday 15th May 2012.)
“Sponsored swim for Royal Blind School. International evening for parents- I played Hungarian dance on
piano that evening. Visiting farm in East Lothian and the farmer's wife making a big bowl of soup for us. The
Ettrick Shepherds teaching us weaving. Leavers’ Dance. I have many happy memories of attending
Sciennes Primary School. My teachers were Mrs Bryce, Mrs Cook and Mrs Outram. Exciting and brilliant
school.”

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1970

Thank you to Ruth MacQueen(nee Easton) for this photograph of P1a in 1970. Ruth is second row fourth
from left. Teacher is Mrs Bryce.
Back row:- Mrs Bryce, ??, ??, Jenny England, Linda McLaren, Avril Syme, Carol Ann Gray, ??, Lorraine
Scott.
2nd back row:- ??, ??, ??, Alan Reid, Alistair ?, ??, Anthony Gecas, ??, ??.
2nd row from front:- Hawys Owen, Lynn Bryson, Sally White, Ruth Easton, Alison Lewis, Susan Leslie, Kim
Coleman, Katie Prescott, Fiona Henderson.
Front row:- ??, ??, Scott Kearsley, Graham ?, Julian Gold, Paul ?, Kenneth ?.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1970-1977
Jane Wilson (nee Green)
Still living in Edinburgh. Married with one child and a step daughter.
“Loved Mrs Waugh, the cleaner loo attendant. Mrs Bowie gym teacher was scary. Loved the fact that we had
a pool.Best teacher Mrs McLeod. The best time of my life!”

Sciennes Football Team 1970
1971 Decimalisation was introduced and Mount Etna erupted. “The Aristocats” was released at cinemas and
popular TV programmes were ‘McCloud” and “The Partridge Family”. Apollo 14 landed on the moon.Texas

Instruments released the first pocket calculator.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1971

Reproduced with acknowledgement to Wendy McKay (nee Purves). Teacher Miss Dunn 1971.
From top le ft..Nicholas,??, James,Benedict,Andrew,Chana,Brian,Kevin,Sandy: 2ND Row...
Easter,Margaret,Lynn,Shona,Ann,Sheila,,Amanda,Caroline,Ann,Janet..
3RD Row... Adele,Gillian,Louise(My best Friend), Sandra, Wendy Purves,Ola,Susie,Hazel.and Katie
4TH Row... Andrew,Russell,Eric,Neil,Carol,Lewis and last of all Ian..

P1 PHOTOGRAPH 1971

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1971-1978
Karen McIntyre
“Had boys and girls’ playground. Mrs Wood was my first teacher and I also had Miss Hunter, Mrs Mckenzie
who could hit you over the knuckles with a ruler faster than the speed of light if you talked when she did, and
my last teacher in primary 7 Mr Fox, my favourite best teacher ever. Mr NImmo was my swimming teacher,
and Helen McColl was Headmistress. In p4 we were in huts in back which were freezing and smelly! Best
years of my life.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1971-1978
Gillian Denvir (nee Wright)
Teaching Art and German at Roseburn Primary School, Edinburgh
“When I started P1 in 1971 my brother was in P7. I remember being so excited to see him at breaktime and
running as fast as I could to the railings which separated the two front playgrounds. He had a Penguin biscuit
for me! That same breaktime I fell. I was so upset - not because my knee was sore but because the blood
was dripping onto my new white socks! The P7 girls were quick to take me inside and across the bridge to
the janitor's room for a plaster! Miss Easton was our lovely young teacher and she wore very short skirts! We

all adored her! I used to love watching her write giant words with squeaky pens! In the autumn my friends
and I used to gather up leaves and 'draw' the outlines of houses on the playground. Great fun until the wind
blew! We also played 'peewee' - this involved tying our school ties to the railings with lots of knots! We had to
run back and forward to the school building untying one knot at a time. There was many a time when the bell
had rung and we were frantically untying knots! It was an amazing day when the railing separating the boys
from the girls was taken down! Everyone ran screaming into the other playground then round in circles! One
of my most memorable trips was in P5 when we had Mrs Pollard as our teacher. We were studying 'Mary
Queen of Scots' and had spent the day at Holyrood Palace. At the end of the day Mrs Pollard said we could
have juice and a biscuit before we headed back to school. She led us across the palace courtyard....and into
her house! She later explained that her husband worked there! It such a treat for us to visit our teacher's
house and so kind of her to invite all 33 of us in! In P7 we were allowed to play in the Meadows after lunch.
This was a great treat though the boys seemed to have most fun! They played football while we watched! I
hope the girls play too today! There were other times when the boys seemed to be having more fun than the
girls too! I remember feeling very disappointed that we had sew quilts for 'shoebox beds' whilst the boys got
to hammer nails into a board and make a thread picture!!! I really wanted to do that! Still, I did learn LOTS in
the sewing class and progressed on to making clothes on a sewing machine and knitting a pair of gloves with
fingers! Thank you Mrs McDonald! Sciennes holds many very special memories for me!”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1971-1977
Gary Williamson
Now manager of a Carpet Fitting company. Left school became a joiner, moved to the purchasing
department then estimating then took over the carpet division. All with the same company who is owned and
run by two former Sciennes pupils Scott & Stephen Sharkey.
Loved playing football and I think I was one of the youngest to play for Sciennes. Mr Kay was the manager at
the time and I always remember him in his big welly boots & checking the team sheet, which I think was on
the notice board next to the Janitor’s office. Also loved the free milk and helping the Janitor with the crates!
My mum loves telling to this day a story about the time I fell into the school swimming pool. She was in a total
panic as I couldn't swim and Mr Nimmo (good name for a swimming teacher) grabbed a large pole and
started shouting, “That's great - keep kicking your legs and moving your arms.” I was under the water for
most of these few seconds and came out looking like a drowned rat. I now swim half a mile most days of the
week! Sciennes was for the most part enjoyable and insightful.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1971-1978
Alison Aitken
After Sciennes I went to Boroughmuir. Worked for a bit after that then went to Spain (Barcelona) in 1987
where I lived until 2002. Met David a year later (he went to Preston Street School) and we bought a flat in the
area. Strange to have moved back here after all these years and now our son Jay is in Primary 1 at Sciennes
too. It's lovely to be able to walk up to school with him as I used to do and to be able to help out in the school
which is so familiar to me even after such a long time!
“I remember my first day at school. We all assembled in the gym and as our names were called out we went
off with our teachers. My mum said that was the only time she was ever allowed in the school. Apparently
when my brother started primary 1 two years later, the children were called in from the playground which was
as far as the parents got that time. My primary 1 & 2 teacher was Mrs Bain, then Mrs Anthony for P3 & 4, Mrs
MacKenzie for P5 and Mrs Chisholm in Primary 6 & 7. Mrs Reid was the art teacher.
Things I remember most about school... Primary 1 or 2 - My word tin that I took home to practice new words,
sitting next to Sharon McCardle who could draw fantastic princesses and castles and Roddy Gunn who drew
detailed aeroplanes and always wanted to be a pilot (which I believe he did become). Having to drink warm
milk out of bottles which I hated – I still don't like milk! Being in the huts in primary 3, Mrs MacKenzie reading

from the bible every morning and having spelling and table tests every Friday and being terrified if I got any
wrong – Mrs McKenzie was very strict and wasn't afraid to use a ruler over he back of your hand for the
slightest thing.
Going to the library which was on the first floor behind where the science class is now and doing lots of
projects which I enjoyed. I remember lots of swimming which I loved, trips across the meadows to the
museum and primary 7 trip to Blair Drummond Safari Park (very exciting!). I remember buying floral gums
because they were so small and easy to eat undetected in class. The Queen's Silver Jubilee and dressing up
in red, white and blue and the whole school parading round the local area. Helping Mrs Waugh mop the girl's
toilets (what an honour!). For most of my time at Sciennes we had Mr Douglas as the headmaster but I
remember when Mrs McColl started and introduced the school to the Highway Code by painting double
yellow lines along the edge of the stairs and corridors and road signs everywhere telling you to turn right,
keep to the left, stop etc. I remember the fluoride lady coming round on a Friday morning with mouthwash
which you had to do without laughing (not easy!). We were always in Sewing class at the time (the girls that
is) which was held in the dining room. I remember when the gate in the fence between the girls and boys
playground was opened and it was a big squash with loads of children trying to get through at once. Then
half the fence came down and we could finally move freely from one side to the other. We played mostly with
elastics (lots of elastic bands looped together that you then had to jump on or over) and huge long skipping
ropes. And of course going to the “Qually”, dressing up for it and going to Bratissani's afterwards with no
grown ups! I thought Sciennes was so cool because we had our own swimming pool and we could play in the
meadows at lunch time. “

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1971-1978
Sandra Russell (nee Leslie)
I still live in the south Edinburgh area and work in Customer Service for a large well known retailer. I have
worked for the same employer for 30 years and enjoyed my job all those years.
“I particularly remember the SRA box. It was a box with lots of cards in it with a short story and questions
about that story on it. The cards came in different colours for different stages people were at. Everyone knew
the colour they were on and once they had completed their card they went and got another one and when
they finished their colour they moved up to the next colour and level. I also remember if you were bad you
got sent home with lines to do. I had Mrs. Pollard in P6 and P7. She stayed in the house within the Palace
grounds and she took us on a trip of the Palace one day and then we went to her house for juice and a
biscuit. Obviously we couldn't all fit inside so we sat outside her door. We had 2 Guinea Pigs in our class,
Lady and Tramp. I quite often took either 1 or both of them home for the weekend. We also got the lady
coming round with the mouthwash. Children can be disgusting sometimes. We used to compare with each
other what we spat into our little cups. We were lucky that we had a swimming pool. I remember doing
lifesaving skills and we had to jump in at the deep end wearing our nighties, which then all bloated up. The
school building itself was beautiful. It was symmetrical inside. A little bridge on the ground floor. If you were
higher up and needed to get to the other side you had to cut through the GP room or a classroom. I'd like to
go back and have another look someday. In P4, I was in Miss Tait's class in an annexe in the back
playground. You had to go out the doors next to the dining room to get there. Mrs. Waugh, she was lovely.
We used to help her wash the floors in the girls’ toilets or wash the sinks. She knew all our names and years
later I met her at the bus stop and she knew who I was. I absolutely loved going to this school. Burns night
celebrations in the playground. Silver Jubilee in 1977. The Qualie. Country dance lessons. P.E. I hated
basketball. We did have uniform back then but we didn't always wear it. I made a teddy bear in sewing class.
I still have it somewhere. I had a lot of friends in my class. Sadly most of them went to Boroughmuir. I went to
Gillespies. We lost touch. A reunion of some sort would be wonderful. The best school ever.”

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1971

Thank you to Judith Gowenlock for this 1971 P2 photograph with Class Teacher Mrs Wood. Judith is in the
second row, fourth from the right.
Back Row: Mrs Wood, Catherine, Dawn-Ann Wiseman, Jacqueline, Claire Fotheringham, Kerry Hope,
Eilzabeth Skinner, Alison; Third Row: Brian Purves, David Williams, Kim Charles, Ian, David Rowland, Neil,
Billy Rodgers, Grant; Second Row: Carol Hood, Pauline,Hazel Rourke, Lorrain Cameron, Jusith Gowenlock,
Anna, Shelagh, Donna, Irene; Front Row: Kenneth, Douglas Blair, Alan, Miles, Vaughan, Simon, Douglas
Heeps

1972 The largest diamond The Star of Sierra Leone was unearthed at 969.8 carats. Apollo 16 landed on the
moon where the Lunar Rover was tested. Apollo 17 landed on the moon and the last men to walk on the
moon were Harrison Schmitt and Eugene Cernan. Digital Watches were introduced. Atari kicked off the first
generation of video games with the release of PONG.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1972-1978
Dominic Taylor
“Mr. Melrose the Janitor, Ms. Waugh the nurse, Mr. Fox supposedly the most able to wield a belt/strap to
devastating effect on those found guilty of some serious infraction, Mrs. Doull Connolly, Mrs. Strachan, Mr.
Douglas - a great headmaster. Excellently located close to the Meadows.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1972-1979
Christopher Lowe
Chief Investment Officer of an infrastructure investment fund in New York City. Previously investment banker
with JP Morgan and a Chief Financial Officer of a wind energy company.
“Bringing down the fence in the divided playground...adding benches which were quickly vandalized...the
sheds...lining up in the playground...disgusting toilets...British Bulldogs...bells controlled by the janitor.The
huts in P5...vaulted ceilings at the top of the stairs...swimming pool and feet inspections...hand inspections at
lunch...horrible school lunches...sharing water from a jug at lunch...when older going to the Meadows to play
football and eat packed lunch...the lollipop man at foot of Livingstone Place who blew a whistle when it was
time for us to go back. The Qually...going to Bratisanni's after the Qually...intermittent morning
assemblies...headteacher playing Boney M "Brown Girl in the Ring" at Assembly...and refusing to play
something else for being too controversial...being a "prefect" and trying to manage P1 and P2 during bad
weather lunches...a friend sharing his Cadbury chocolate with fruit fondant filling after lunch Chart with
performance stars...spelling tests...multiplication tests (through x 12)...climbing ropes in the gym. Mr
King...Mrs Outram...Mrs Mackenzie...Mrs Bryce...and a deputy head who used to say "'Hey' is for horses"
and disagreed with my contention that everyone had a grandparent (even if they weren't alive). Sciennes was
a good start.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1972-1978
Lee Stevenson (nee Murray)
I live in Halifax, West Yorkshire, with my husband and son (5). I work part time as a Contracts Specialist for
an engineering company, negotiating their sales contracts. I regularly visit my family in Edinburgh, and my
niece (Zoe Murray) currently goes to Sciennes.
“One vivid memory from the early days of my school life - maybe 1972-1974, the boys and girls had separate
playgrounds but one one day a year (not sure what day, or why?), the gate at the top of the railings between
the playgrounds was opened - and all the boys ran into the girls playground to chase the girls and there was
an almighty scream from all the girls as we ran around trying to escape the boys.We used to regularly walk
down to the Meadows at lunchtime and buy french bread at the Deli on the corner. I can remember buying
sweets at a local shop - two for 1/2p. A friendly, fun school.”

1973 Britain joined the European Economic Community (EEC). Sydney Opera House opened as did St
James Shopping Centre, Edinburgh.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1973

Reproduced with acknowledgement to Wendy McKay (nee Purves). Teacher is Miss Dunn.

Top row 3rd from the end Calum, 2nd row 4 along Shona, 7 along Rachel,10 along Lynn, girl at the end of
row 2 Jill ; 3rd row 3 along Yvonne and 4 Caroline; Bottom row 4 along David and at the end Stuart

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1973

P3 in 1973. Reproduced with acknowledgement to Jane Wilson (nee Green) front row on bench fourth from
left.
Back row: ?? , Gary Costello, Walter?, Michael, Leo, Scott, Alan, David, Alan. Middle row: Keith, Alan,
Robert, David, Alistair, Graeme, Bruno?, Scott, Derek. Front row: Janet?, Pamela, Kirsty, Jane Wilson (nee
Green), Paula, Susan?, Carol, Angela, Donna, Rosemary, Debbie.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1973-1979
Ross Allat
“Really happy memories. Specific memories: Dave King in P7 coughing into a handkerchief after smoking
(he can't have done that in the class - can he?!) to show us the effects of smoking. P5 out in a prefab annexe
in the car park with Mrs Mackenzie. Mrs Bryce teaching us from P1-P4 - surely THAT doesn't happen now
either. Remember being in the TV room for a schools programme when they announced Harold Wilson had
resigned.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1973-1979
Andrew Akhtar
Currently working as a Software developer for the University of the West of Scotland. Prior to that worked in
music and book retail for about 18 years and as a lab technician for several years after leaving school.
Married with two daughters who are both in primary school and now living just outside Glasgow. Left
Edinburgh in 1990 but still visit regularly. (It was a pleasure to welcome Andy back to visit Sciennes on
Tuesday 15th May 2012.)
“I have fond memories of Sciennes. I still remember my first day sitting down at a desk by the door next to
Andrew Macintosh, he left the following year. Our teacher was Mrs Wood and she showed everyone to their
seats as they arrived with their mums. I seem to remember everyone in my class getting on well most of the
time. The teachers were good, some were characters. Having the Meadows behind the school was fantastic.
We could play football or play games down at the swing park next to the tennis courts. It seemed like hours
we spent down there everyday but it must have only been half an hour during lunch break. A good place to
learn.”
Sports Day
The school held its annual Sports Day on the Meadows every year around June. We had the egg and spoon
race that used large plaster eggs; the sack race, where the sacks were made from coarse jute; running races
(50 metres); throw the bean bag the furthest. Our final year Sports Day (1980) was cancelled due to bad
weather.
Three Huts
At the back of the school were three huts (annexe). We would get to them via the stair that ran down from the
boys’ entrance. I was in the first hut for P3 with Miss Graham and the middle hut for P4 with Mr King. The
middle hut had a utility area with a large Belfast sink and a place to hang your coats. The classes on each
side of the middle hut would use the sink when they were doing art. The middle hut was also the packed
lunch room for the classes in the huts. All three huts were used by the same year group.
Fire on roof incident.
I don’t remember what year this happened probably 1978 or 1979 but one day the felt on the roofs of the
huts was being repaired by workmen. They were using a flame to fix the felt in place. While the workmen
were attaching the felt with a blow torch the Head Mistress, Miss McColl spotted the flame and mistook it for
an actual fire and called the fire brigade out, evacuating the whole school into the front playground.
Unfortunately we never got to see the fire engines as they arrived at the back gate but it got us out of class
for half an hour.
Fluoride mouthwash
At least once a month the fluoride mouthwash lady came round the school to give us mouthwash. It was a
pink liquid that tasted horrid. We would swill this round our mouths for 1-2 minutes and then spit it back in to
the plastic cup. The lady would then collect them from us and pour the waste into a bucket. No one liked
this. I always wondered, if it was so good why didn’t the teacher have to do it?
Janitor Bell
Before the electric bell was installed the Janitor used to ring a large hand bell with a wooden handle to signal
the start of school, break times and the end of school. You could sometimes get to ring the bell if you asked
the Janitor nicely. The electric bell wasn’t as much fun. It was operated by a switch in the janitor’s office.
Milk
We used to get free milk everyday. The bottles were mini milk bottles about ¼ pint. It was delivered and
stacked in back car park daily in dark green crates. The janitor would deliver the milk to the classes or a
couple of boys would go down and carry a crate to the class. We would get a straw to drink through that you
would push through the silver aluminium top.
School Trips
I recall two school trips. One was to Yellowcraigs near Gullane, East Lothian. The other was to Stirling Castle

and Bannockburn with P7. We were studying Scottish History at the time.
The GP room
The GP room (General Purpose room) was a large room on the first floor with two doors to each landing. We
used to go there for music and singing class. It had a piano where the music teacher whose name I don’t
recall would sit and instruct us to make an O shape with our mouths in order to sing correctly.
The room also was home to the school TV that sat on top of a tall trolley. The large heavy blackout blinds,
which I think dated from the war, were drawn and we would watch a BBC schools programme like Scene and
Look and Read. The programme often related to a book we were reading in class or a subject we were
studying. At the end, the programme presenters would ask questions and we would shout the answers back
to the TV. There would be small cheers from us if we were right.
The Den
The cloakrooms outside the P1 and P2 classrooms were known as the Dens and used by the P1s and 2s.
We would hang up our coats on the pegs round the wall. In the centre were various bits and pieces like
wood, paper, paint and some tools. If you finished all your class work you could go and play in the den and
make things from the bits and pieces.
Meadows
The Meadows were a great place for us to play at lunchtime. We started going down to the Meadows when
we entered P4. We would play football most of the time, mainly the boys but sometimes some of the girls
would join in. We would throw our coats down to mark the goals and play until we heard the bell. Sometimes
we would play in the play park next to the tennis courts. There was a large hedge between the play park and
the tennis courts that we would play hide and seek in or a similar game.
The primary year group that could go down to the Meadows unaccompanied kept rising until only P7 could
go down. My year were lucky as we were always about to go into the year that could down to the Meadows.
The change was usually prompted by some incident. The first change was due to a boy in my year being hit
by car! He broke his leg and the change came in that only P5 and above could go down to the Meadows.
The Belt
The belt was still an allowed a form of punishment when I went into P1 in 1973. I don’t remember anyone
getting it. It was outlawed from primary schools the following year.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1973

P2 Mrs Wood. 1973? Reproduced with acknowledgement to Dominic Taylor and Mei Wing Chan.
Top left to right: Graham Robert Smith, Edward Sharples, Dominic Taylor, Graham Drummond, Rickey??,
David Bryson, Rupert Carnivale.
Next row left to right: Mei Wing Chan, Thorunn Helgason, Karen Leckie(??) Jaqueline Waugh, Susan
Munson, Caitlin Henderson, Nigel Sommerville.
2nd row from bottom, left to right; Wee Frankie, Elizabeth ??, Lynne (Maine??) Anne ??, Beverley Tully,
Helen Adams, Gundula Kiebe, Lynne or maybe Anne??
Bottom row: Richard??, Derek Patterson and Cairn Yule

Year? Miss Strachan or Miss Groat P5? Reproduced with acknowledgement to Dominic Taylor.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1973

Thank you to Judith Gowenlock for this 1973 P4 photograph. Judith is in the second row fourth from the
right.
Back Row: Michael, David Williams, Brian Purves, Kim Charles, Neil, David Rowland, Paul, ?, Billy Rodgers
Third Row: Donna, Erica, Hazel Rourke, Claire Fotheringham, Lorrain Cameron, Eilizabeth Skinner, Judith
Gowenlock, Margaret, Gwyneth Barnes, Dawn-Ann Wiseman; Second Row: Carol Hood, Kim, Catherine,
Irene, Kerry Hope, Alison, Joyce, Shelagh, Pauline; Front Row: Kenneth, Douglas Blair, ?, Miles, Alan,
Grant, Douglas Heeps.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1973

Reproduced with acknowledgement to Wendy Mckay (née Purves) Teacher is Miss Dunn
1974 Edinburgh was twinned with Dunedin, New Zealand. First scanning of a bar coded product. Our pupils
now scan their own books in the Library and use an online service called ‘Junior Librarian’ to browse the
many fiction and non-fiction titles, research and write their own reviews. We use City of Edinburgh Libraries’
‘‘Overdrive’ on our iPads to access free ebooks.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1974-1980
Scott Pilley
“I attended Sciennes from 1974-1980 after moving house from Sighthill. My teachers were Mrs Wood (P2),
Miss Graham (P3) in Hut 1 and then back into the school for P4. David King then took the rest of P4 after
Miss Graham left. We spent P5 with him in Hut 2 then came back into school for P6 with Mrs Doull-Connolly
and finished with Gillian Wilson for P7. Headteacher for most of my time was Helen McColl who, I think,
retired to the Isle of Wight. Other members of staff I remember, Mrs Pollard, Mrs Outram, Mrs Taylor (music),
Miss Bowie then Miss Cook for PE (all the boys liked Miss Cook!), Miss Easton, Mr Fox, Miss Gray, Mrs Reid
(art), Mrs Groat-sure there were others. The jannies-Mr Train and Mr Melrose. Nurses-Mrs Waugh and Mrs
Aitkenhead. Infant heads- Miss Ivy and Mrs Happer. Thoroughly enjoyed my time at Sciennes (not so sure
the teachers would agree!) It was great having the Meadows on the doorstep as it meant half an hour's footy
after dinners-which in themselves were really good-or are the mist of time playing tricks on me?
Members of my class that I remember:
Nicky McCardle, John Miller, Benny Schonveld, David Mullen, James Buntin, Andrew Akhtar, Mary Chan,
Sophie Carson, Cathleen McCulloch, Yvonne Young, Christine Ruckley, Tina Pollock, Ingrid Phillips, Fong
Ying Shek, Murray Smith, Murray Thompson, Murry Walker, Douglas Jackson, Morag Brown and more... “

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1974

Thank you to Andy Akhtar for this P2 photograph taken in 1974 with Mrs Wood. Andy is front row on the
floor second from left.
1975 Video Cassette Recorders (VCRs) introduced
My teachers were Mrs McGuigan (P1 & 2), Mrs Anthony (P3), Mrs Wilson (P4, 6 & 7), Mrs Grant and Mrs
Mackenzie (P5). I also remember a student teacher called Miss Kellman. All were fantastic.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1975-1982
Patricia Akhtar
“We studied such a variety of subjects in class – the usual arithmetic, English (including Spelling, reading
comprehension exercises, reading groups), different projects, for example, The Vikings, Russia, nature
projects, learning about Edinburgh. I remember having a lot of homework when I was in Primary 4, 6 and 7
(usually maths, reading and spelling using John Smith’s spelling book). Books I remember reading in groups
were “The Iron Lilly” and “Anne of Green Gables”. I didn’t enjoy reading at school, however I love reading
now. We also had art lessons in the Art Room with Mrs Reid– perhaps once a fortnight and sewing lessons
(although I can't remember the name of the teacher). We also each had a peg to hang our coats and gym
bags on which was in a cloakroom area outside the classroom. I remember the smell of the plimsolls we
wore – black slip-on canvas shoes with rubber soles. I wore school uniform as an infant (white shirt, school

tie, navy skirt/dress, cardigan and blazer), but most kids didn’t wear it in later years and neither did I.
My brother, sister and I normally walked to and from school (often in groups), and although I didn't have a
bicycle, I remember the school offering cycling proficiency training to kids that did have bikes. I don't think
anyone in my class cycled to and from school on a daily basis though.
I remember spending P4 & 5 in one of the 3 annex buildings at the back of the school, and P6 & 7 in the attic
rooms with natural light coming in from the sky. For some of my years at Sciennes we still had the old
fashioned all-in-one wooden desks with seats. The building seemed big with lots of staircases leading off into
all kinds of nooks and crannies.
Once a week (every Monday morning) we would have an assembly in the gym and sing hymns, say prayers
and hear of any news about the school. We would line up in the playground every morning as a class in twos
before filing in to our classrooms. The playground was split into 2 sections I think one originally for boys and
the other for girls. I remember when the wall and railings segregating the two halves were removed and we
could run around in one big playground.
My fondest memories are of the members of staff and volunteer parents who encouraged music at the
school, showed great enthusiasm and gave up their own time to teach and supervise rehearsals in the GP
Room. Miss Helen McCall, the Head Teacher, was a tremendous force behind the musical life of the school.
Mrs Marjory Dougall, Dr Colin O'Riordan, Mrs Val Akhtar (my mum), Mrs Judith Dean, and Mrs Reid all
contributed an enormous amount. We had a school orchestra conducted by Colin O'Riordan with almost a
full string section, and woodwind (including flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon (me), & French Horn) - quite
unusual for a Primary school orchestra. We also had a fantastic choir run by Judith Dean and Mrs Reid. The
Sciennes Orchestra and Choir even won first prize in the Edinburgh Competition festival one year for the
respective orchestra and choir classes.
I also remember a visit from members of the Scottish Chamber Orchestra; Robin Miller (Principal oboe) and
John Steer (Principal Double Bass) came and gave demonstrations of their instruments. The Sciennes
Orchestra also took part in a Scottish Chamber Orchestra education event/performance in the Usher Hall,
Edinburgh. At this concert the SCO played a piece narrated by Johnny Morris (of Television’s “Animal Magic”
fame). I remember the start of the rehearsal when the Sciennes orchestra were ready to play through “The
Lord of the Dance” and we all sat in the organ gallery. Peter Moore the Sub-principal bassoonist came up to
me and said “Oh you can’t play the bassoon on these seats, come and sit with us!”. So I played the rehearsal
and concert sitting between Peter Moore and Melville Jerome in the Bassoon section of the Scottish
Chamber Orchestra. That’s something I’ll never forget.
Other members of staff I remember were Mrs Waugh (a very kind lady who patched us up if we grazed our
knee or worse (I broke my elbow once!)), the gym teachers (Mrs Bowie, Mr Seul & Miss Cook – the latter 2
running the gymnastics club), the art teacher (Mrs Reid). Mr Fox, whom I never had as a teacher,taught us
the Mnemonic “Sciennes Children In Edinburgh Need Nice Easy Sums” so that we would always remember
how to spell the school name. I still use that to this day! He loved doing plays with his classes (my sister was
always involved in great productions like Oliver Twist and A Christmas Carol). I also remember Mrs Aitken,
Mrs Young (the School secretary), Mrs Happer (Head of Infants), Mr King, Miss Smith, Mrs Doul-Connoly,
Mrs Wood, & Mrs Griffiths.
Other memories include a trip to Yellow Craigs beach just before breaking up for the summer holidays,
waving British flags on Melville Drive for the Queen’s Silver Jubilee in the Summer of 1977, a great trip to
York with the whole P7 year, and the whole year being taught Scottish Country Dancing by Mrs Wilson so

that we could dance at the leavers’ “Qually”. I think we also had trips to Edinburgh’s Old Town and places
like Gladstone’s Land. At Christmas time we would all go to the Church on the corner of Grange Road where
the Minister Mr Casebow would give a service.”
1976 Long, hot summer. The United States celebrated its 200th birthday of independence from British Rule.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1976-1983
Lucy Casot
I still live in Edinburgh and am thrilled that my two children now go to Sciennes. I have loved returning to the
school as a parent as I have such happy memories of the place myself. They love the school as much as I
did.
“So many memories it is difficult to choose. As we head towards the Diamond Jubilee celebrations I recall
those for the Silver Jubilee. There was a big party in the playground with a barbecue. My mum made lots of
multi-coloured bunting (which we re-used for our own BBQ parties for years to come) and my uncle's folk
band played. I remember being very proud of him and my mum leading a mass rendition of the hokey cokey not part of their usual repertoire! There was also a big parade on the Meadows and we all wore red white and
blue. I particularly remember that day (not the same day as the BBQ) because my mum had made me a new
dress to wear for the parade and I then got German Measles and was not allowed to go. I stood at the
window wearing my new dress watching all the other children on their way to the parade. I remember well the
lead up to the "Qually" - the P7 leaving dance. I had the honour of being the first girl in the year to be asked by Christopher Waite - on the last day of Primary 6. There was weeks of practising Scottish country dances
and a wonderfully special atmosphere, all in our best dresses. I remember we went for fish and chips at
Brattisani's afterwards without any parents - we felt very grown up. I know it is an awful cliche but my years at
Sciennes really were some of my happiest - Boroughmuir came as a horrible shock afterwards. Returning to
Sciennes now as a parent it seems amazing how little has changed. The huts - a temporary measure in my
day - are still there and still described as "temporary" on the introductory tour for parents! The spirit of the
school also remains as strong as I remember it - a happy, supportive, celebratory atmosphere. I have some
of my old project work and story jotters and class photos if these are of any interest. One is a project about
the school. A wonderful, supportive, inspiring school which gives its pupils the very best start in their
educational journey.”

Lucy Casot’s project folders.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1976-1981
John Douglas
I am now a stay at home guy and I look after my kids. I live in England and enjoy it so much. I love to tell my
kids all about my great years at Sciennes and would like for them to enjoy the amazing school too. Only one
of my kids has passed primary school and is now in high school but my lovely daughter would be prefect if
we still lived up there.
“I was a shy boy, never was out going, but loved football. I played for the school team but was only in for a
year as I hurt my leg playing and had to stop but it didn’t matter anyway as not very many people came to
school at this time. Sciennes was great.”
1977 After 25 years on the throne, Queen Elizabeth II celebrated her Silver Jubilee. NASA space shuttle
made its first test flight off the back of a jetliner. Edinburgh was twinned with Vancouver, Canada and San
Diego, USA.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1977

Thank you to Ruth MacQueen(nee Easton) for this photograph of P7a in 1977. Ruth is second row fourth
from right. Teacher is Mrs Outram.
Back row: Iain , ??, Andrew Penman, Julian Gold, Alan Reid, Alistair ?, Gerard Savage, Anthony Gecas,
Graham ?, Mrs Outram. 2nd back row: Kenneth?, Scott Kearsley, Kim Coleman, Susan Leslie, Lynn Bryson,
Alison Lewis, Ruth Easton, Avril Syme, Katie Prescott, ??. 2nd row from front: Lorraine Scott, Rhona McGill,
Jenny England, Janice ?, Carol Ann Gray, Sharon Averbuch, Fiona Henderson, Linda McLaren, Hawys
Owen.
Front row:Paul ?, ??, ??, Kenneth?.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1977

Thank you to Gillian Denvir (nee Wright) for this photograph in 1977 (second row third from left) with Class
Teacher Mrs Janet Pollard.
Back Row (from left ): Gerry Deas, Mark Bauers, Malcolm Montgomery, (boy from previous p7 who stayed
on at Sciennes for a few months before moving abroad), Martin McDonald, Calum Smith, Grant Mason 3rd
Row: Magnus, Alan Turkington , Wendy Higgins, Jacqueline Shaw, Sandra Leslie, Janet Scott, Benjamin
Bowers, Jeffrey Stuart, 2nd Row :Sharon McCormack, Brenda Smith, Gillian Wright?, Jill Anderson, Lorraine
Robinson, Avril Ward; Front Row:Patrick Smith, Julian Grant, Paul?, Jimmy?, Melville Cummings

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1977

Thank you to Alison Farquhar (nee Imrie) for this photograph of her brother’s P1 class from 1977 with
School Nurse Mrs Waugh and Class Teacher Mrs Wood

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1977

Mrs Doul-Connolly with P7 in 1977

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1977-1984
Sarah McMath
“I have very fond memories of Sciennes. I remember my first day of school going the cloakroom, which is
now the playroom to hang my satchel up! What is now the ICT suite was my P3 classroom which was nice
and warm being beside the boiler room! We only had one computer when I was at Sciennes and it was
shared around the classrooms by being wheeled along on a trolley! Just like the P4 classes now we had a
year in the huts but at the time they really were like huts and were accessed though a door near the boys
toilets to an external stone stair which you can still see the outline of. P5 and P6 I had the wonderful Mr Fox
as my teacher, we sat in rows of single wooden desks facing the blackboard which was a huge wooden thing
on the wall that the teacher would pull down to reveal the work to be done. Mr Fox put on plays for the rest of
the school that we would be part of which were great. The playground didn't have the amphitheatre, quiet
corner etc it was just one big cement space apart from the remnants of a fence down the middle which I
suppose would have separated the girls and boys at one time. The top floor wasn't classrooms but was used
for art which was a wonderful big airy space. The swimming pool and canteen are very much unchanged! For
uniform my Mum would make us wear a school tie and shirt and a blazer with the Sciennes emblem on the
pocket. For school trips, I remember the school would pile onto double decker buses to go to the beach at
the end of term, I think it was Gullane. In P7 we went to Aviemore for a week which was very exciting as we

got to share a room with our friends in a hotel and went go-karting, on a tree trail, on a boat trip on Loch
Ness and lots of other adventures. At the end of P7 we had a "quali" which was the qualifying dance for the
end of school, we felt very grown up going for chips at Brattisani’s chip shop afterwards! The teachers I had
were Mrs Bain, Mrs Bryce, Mr Fox and Mrs Gordon. I think the jani was Mr Melrose and the nurses were Mrs
Waugh and Mrs Aitken (or maybe they were the equivalent of classroom assistants). Thanks to all of them
for a wonderful 7 years! I remember being very sad to leave but luckily I have got to go back as a parent as
my daughter is now at Sciennes. Many happy memories and it's lovely to see my daughter having as great a
time at Sciennes as I did if not more!”

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1977

Thank you to Andy Akhtar for this P4 photograph taken in 1977. Andy is front row on the floor second from
left.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1977

Thank you to Alison Aitken (seated third from right on bench) for this 1977 photograph of P6 Mrs Chisholm
Back row left to right – Steven Scott, Paul McGee ?, Robert Scott (who went on to be quite a well known
actor by the name of Robert Cavanah), Adam Syme, Richard Kelsey, David Clark?, Duncan Russell.
Middle row – David Hart, Roddy Gunn, Dorothy Burnett, Shazi Mohammad, Debbie Cummings, Hester
Davies, Roddy Lunn, Dale Binnie ?. Front row – Margaret Dingwall, Jean Matthews, Sharon McCardle,
Pauline Young, Debbie Anderson, Dalia Affara, Alison Aitken (me), Katie Watson, Donna Higgins. Sitting at
front – ??, Derek ? and Gary Williamson.

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1977

Thank you to Lucy Casot (nee Watson) for this 1977 photograph of the P3 year group, taken in the Gym
Hall.

PHOTOGRAPH 1977

1978 The comic strip character ‘Garfield’ appeared and the film “Grease” was released in cinemas. Space
Invaders launched a craze for computer video games. Alex Arthur, Boxing Champion - whose three children
Alex, Liston and Machlan attend Sciennes - was born this year and was presented with an MBE in 2013.

Alex Arthur with his sons (left to right) Liston, Alex and Machlan.

Alex Arthur, Boxing Champion and Sciennes’ dad, receives MBE from Prince Charles at Buckingham Palace
January 2013

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1978-1981
Judith Kefi
Currently taking my own children to Sciennes.
“I remember Sciennes as being a tight little community. Children were treated with respect. Coming from an
English Catholic school, I really noticed the positive attitude towards children. It seemed a much bigger
school then, and the classrooms had not been refitted, so seemed enormous. We sat on wooden benches
attached to our desk, and our most modern piece of equipment was our rotary pencil sharpener lol. We also
held a light procession on the stairs at Christmas, but we used candles. Sciennes is a village school in the
city - lovely and personal.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1978-1985
David Crook
I am currently living with my wife in Abu Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates where we have been for the last 5
years.
“I have very fond memories of my time at Sciennes School and still have close friends from my days there.
The headmistress was Mrs Pollock who was there many years after I left. I remember having classes in the
annexe buildings in P4 with Ms Hepburn and also having the annual sports day in the Meadows with the 3
legged and egg and spoon races. I remember the school discos and the final dance which was called "the
quali " and I took Jane Brown. I remember playing ‘chainey’ and ‘shed-to-shed’ at lunchtimes and the jannie

throwing salt down on the slides we would make in winter. Great days. My mum Doris Crook also attended
the school. Sciennes was memorable.”

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1978

Thank you to Andy Akhtar for this P6 photograph taken in 1978. Andy is front row fourth from left.

1979 “Star Trek: The Movie” and “Superman” were released. Popular TV programmes were: “The Old Grey
Whistle Test”, “M*A*S*H”, “The Price Is Right”, “The Waltons”, “Little House on the Prairie”, “Charlie's
Angels”, “The Muppet Show” and Mork and Mindy.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1979-1984
Alan Gould
“I was at Sciennes from 1979 through to 1984, starting in Mrs Bain's class which was followed by p3&4 with
Mrs Allatt- P5 we had Mr Fox, inkwells in the desks in his classroom still- not a smart board in sight. Some
happy years there... “

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1979-1986
Vicki Orr
“I have many fond memories of my time at Sciennes. I can remember my class helping those involved in
creating the circular seating area around the tree in the playground. When I was in P7 I can recall the top
floor being renovated and the P7 classes having to move to Boroughmuir until the end of term. Mrs
Stephenson and Miss Cook were great teachers. My daughter Amy is currently in her last year at Sciennes
Primary and has also enjoyed her time there. Wonderful memories and met lifelong friends at Sciennes.”

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1979

1979 Class Teacher Mrs Scott. Reproduced with acknowledgement to Alison Farquhar (nee Imrie).

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1979

Gillian, Andy and Patricia Akhtar 1979-1980

FORMER HEADTEACHER MEMOIR 1970s Sciennes in the Seventies
Name?
“My first encounter with Sciennes School was at a Sciennes Association meeting to which I was invited as
newly appointed Head teacher. This was an International Evening at which we were entertained by parents
and children from many countries. Food from India, the Middle East, France, America, China and of course
Britain was served. Children sang, played and danced. Then we all danced. It was a cosmopolitan evening in
a cosmopolitan school.
Although the numbers from any one country were and still are small they nevertheless provided that extra
interest forming part of a school which is very deeply rooted in Edinburgh tradition and education. The
nearness of the school to hospitals and university brings pupils from all over the world. And these have
integrated with pupils whose background is Southside Edinburgh. Although population changes have
affected the area, there are still many people living near Sciennes who can trace their family connections for
several generations. The solid villas, flats and terraces of Victorian Edinburgh have been built on land rich in
much older history. The children in school may be only vaguely aware of this history but it affects adults and
gives them a sense of being part of the fabric of Edinburgh’s heritage. The blending of elements from

faraway places with Scottish tradition gives the School some of its identity and vitality.
The close relationship of the school to the community lends continuity. We were very much aware of this
when staff and parents organised annual Christian Aid mornings in conjunction with local churches. Older
neighbours of the school would drop in when they saw a poster claiming that we were serving the best coffee
in Edinburgh, possibly contravening the Trades Description Act! These senior citizens would reminisce about
the days of decades ago when they were pupils at Sciennes School and would compare then and now.
Usually agreeing that some things were better and some worse but that life for children is more expansive
and varied today.
The late seventies was a time of change in education — change which still goes on. Many traditional ideas
had been challenged in the previous decade. The Scottish Primary Memorandum had influenced most
Scottish schools. There was a measure of change everywhere, extensive in some schools, limited in others.
The general liberalisation of society and its ideas of discipline were altering children’s lives but the Black
Paper writers had been at work and were calling for a return to basics. (Does this sound familiar?) The staff
at Sciennes spent many hours of in-service training, discussing ways in which the best traditions of the past
could be blended with the newer ideas in education. Of course we did not reach an ideal solution but we
tried, and we were greatly preoccupied by the educational debate. It went on in the staffroom, in the
corridors, on the stairways, and at parents’ meetings and often led to heated exchanges but also laughter.
One of the changes of the Seventies was the opening up of schools to parents and Sciennes’ parents were
becoming much more actively involved in their school. When we asked for parents’ help in running clubs,
sports, music, swimming, exchanging library books, helping children who did not speak English as a native
language, escorting children on expeditions and many other aspects of school life we had a very ready and
generous response. Because of this we were able to do many things which would otherwise have been
difficult. Another aspect of parental involvement was the greater participation in discussion of the school
curriculum. Parents were exercising their right to know what we were teaching and why we were teaching it.
One of the subjects which figured regularly at parents’ evenings was the new approach to maths. The
universities throughout the country had been asking the schools to send them pupils who were not simply
able to compute but who understood mathematical relationships. The schools were responding and new
maths schemes which involved a more practical approach were being introduced. This meant that adding
and subtracting and ‘the tables’ became only one part of maths. Parents were very anxious to know that
children were still being taught the basic arithmetic with which they were familiar. Experienced teachers
understood the parents’ anxieties and spent a great deal of time explaining and reassuring. All over the
country the debate still goes on.
School buildings may be important and their design may to some extent influence what goes on inside but as
has often been said, the people matter more. The exterior of Sciennes is a fine example of Victorian
architecture and the whole school with its swimming pool was regarded at its opening in 1892 as a great
triumph for the Edinburgh City Fathers in providing a splendid school where the children of the South Side
could be given the best possible education. The building had however, by the time of the 1970s, arrived at a
state where many improvements and repairs were needed. Heating was inadequate, great gales blew
through the ill fitting windows. Parts of the outside walls were crumbling. Plaster was falling from the ceiling in
great lethal chunks into the basement. We learned to live with scaffolding inside and outside. Rain poured
into the classrooms on the top floor. Teachers up there usually had a bucket and broom to deal with the
floods. Now, I hear, that the repairs and modernisation have made Sciennes School a much more
comfortable place. There was always one splendid part of the building - the boiler room, with its great
gleaming engine and polished brass, looked like the heart of the Queen Mary.

The great stairwell of the school was often dark on winter afternoons and one of my most lasting memories is
of children emerging from and disappearing into the shadows, always busy about their own affairs, planning,
achieving, arguing in a very articulated way but usually willing to tolerate each other’s eccentricities. In the
background there was often the sound of music, violins in one room competing with the sound of recorders in
another. Music making always seemed to play a large part in Sciennes’ life and no doubt it still does. There
were singsongs at times of celebration like the Queen’s Silver Jubilee, community singing on the stairways
with two pianos and the orchestra — those on the ground floor never more than a few bars ahead of those
on the top floor. There were carols in the entrance halls of the flats of Sciennes and Marchmont. The school
orchestra played powerfully at our own school assemblies and at our services - in church at Christmas and
Easter. We had many talented players and at one time there were 3 former pupils of Sciennes School
playing in the National Children’s Orchestra. This was more than the number from any other single school.
Music making of this kind owed a great deal to the help of parents who were willing to spend hours teaching
children to read music through recorder playing and to encourage and conduct their singing. One of our more
ambitious community projects was a concert given by the school in the Queen’s Hall to help raise money for
the body scanner at the Sick Children’s Hospital. The hall was packed and together the children, staff and
parents produced a programme of playing and singing of remarkable quality. As a result of this we were able
to make a good donation to the body scanner appeal. Sadly, these were the days when educational cuts
were beginning seriously and among others the hours of visiting music teachers was being drastically
reduced. The generous provision of visiting staff — music, art, sewing, physical education - which we
enjoyed up to that time has probably been forgotten now in Sciennes as elsewhere.
An annual event to which we always looked forward to with mixed feeling was the summer outing of the
Infant Department to Gullane. Classes 1, 2 and 3 all went in double decker buses to the beach usually on the
second Tuesday in June. We were always worried that the buses might not turn up to take us, or worse, to
bring us back, or that children would be sick or worse of all that it would rain while we were on the sands.
Luck was however with us. Not once did we have a wet day. Indeed the weather was nearly always sunny
and warm. On one occasion it was so warm that children began to strip off their clothes and within minutes
the whole infant department was running about naked on the beach. The Infant Mistress, as she was then
called, always breathed a great sigh of relief when she got them all safely back to school. Perhaps they still
have their annual outing to Gullane.
One of the most positive developments of the Seventies nationally was the emergence of primary schools
from their isolation, not only in relation to parents but also in relation to nursery schools, playgroups and
secondary schools. In line with this, Sciennes developed much closer links with its feeder nurseries, schools
and with Boroughmuir and Gillespie’s. Visits by children and teachers were arranged during the Summer
Term. Better ways of keeping records and sending them on to secondary schools were devised. Schemes of
work were exchanged between the two stages. Consultation between teachers of top primary classes and
secondary teachers was arranged. The School Council helped to bring together schools in the area. Each
stage of education became more aware of the contribution of the others and children moved from nursery to
primary and from primary to secondary school with more confidence. It all seems like commonsense and is
now taken for granted but it was new in these days.
The Seventies were, on the whole, as I remember it, a happy time at Sciennes. Financial restrictions limited
us and we constantly had to ask ourselves what we could do without rather that what was necessary. We
were becoming increasingly grateful to parents for their fundraising efforts. We did, however manage to buy
new textbooks, many new sets of paperbacks for children’s literature and to expand our school library.
One of the greatest assets of the school was its dedicated and enthusiastic teaching staff supported by our
own secretary without whose tact and experience the school could not have run so smoothly, our ever helpful
auxiliaries, caretakers and cleaning staff and, of course, the greatest asset of all — the children.

It was a great privilege to be part of Sciennes’ first century. As it enters its second century it will continue to
prosper because good teachers have always found ways of helping children to develop their talents, and
achieve their potential.” Name?

Sharon McGhee successfully runs our Pupil Council.

1980-1990
1980 The Olympic Games were held in Moscow, Soviet Union and the Pac-Man arcade game was released.
Many tuned into U.S. TV soap opera Dallas to learn who shot lead character J.R. Ewing. CNN became the
first 24hrs News Station. Mount St. Helen’s volcano erupted in Washington. The NASA Voyager 1 probe
made its closest approach to Saturn and confirmed the existence of Janus, a moon of Saturn. Zimbabwe
gained independence from the United Kingdom; and Robert Mugabe became Prime Minister. John Lennon,
musician and peace activist, died in New York.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1980 -1987
Alison Farquhar (nee Imrie)
Currently a full time mum in Aberdeenshire. After leaving Sciennes I spent a year at JGHS before moving
with my family to Aberdeen where I finished my secondary education and then went on to study Mechanical
Engineering at Aberdeen University.
“I remember celebrating 90 years of Sciennes and asking my grandfather for his memories of the school
when he was a pupil. The one that comes to mind is that he would have to use the slate pencil sharpening
stones outside in the sheds....... I don't know how all the pupils remember to spell 'Sciennes' these days but
when I was a pupil we used the following: School Children In Edinburgh Need Nice Easy Sums. I have to
confess......... I still use it :) I hope you all have a fantastic time celebrating 120 years of a great school!

Sciennes is a place that holds many happy memories and still has a firm place in my heart.”

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1980

Sciennes Orchestra group at the Queen’s Hall during a fundraiser for Sick Children hospital in November
1980. Pictured here presenting the cheque on the left is highly regarded and dearly remembered Dr Colin
O’Riordan who brought music into so many young people’s lives. Thank you to Andy Akhtar for this
photograph.

Front cover of programme for Queen’s Hall Fundraising Concert November 1980, submitted by Andy
Akhtar.

Programme for Queen’s Hall Fundraising Concert November 1980, submitted by Andy Akhtar.

Back cover of programme for Queen’s Hall Fundraising Concert November 1980, submitted by Andy
Akhtar.

Evening News coverage of Queen’s Hall Fundraising Concert November 1980, submitted by Andy Akhtar.

1981 First London marathon run. IBM personal computer, Post It Notes and MTV launched.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1981 -1982
Amy McLaren
I am a parent of two children currently at Sciennes, Ailish P3 and Innes P1. I work as a research nurse at the
Royal Infirmary.
“I met my husband to be in primary 1, although we thought our first meeting was in Fresher’s Week at the
University of Hull. We soon realised we remembered the same girl in the class and then found out that our
parents had known each other. I was not at Sciennes for long but that link gave my husband and me a
talking point which started our relationship. Thank you Sciennes! Sciennes school is one big family.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1981 -1988
Evelyn Hegarty
Local Community Police Officer for Sciennes Primary School.
“I cried when I left Sciennes Primary after 7 years there with my twin sister Esther! I experienced so much
during that time - being taught to swim by Miss McCracken, whose father taught my mother swimming at
Sciennes in the 1940s; being so lucky to be taught the violin by the terribly-missed Dr. Colin O'Riordan - a
more inspiring man one could not meet. I studied until I was 18 and played with school and regional
orchestras in concert halls across the city. Thank you, Sciennes, for my love of classical music. The
playground today has the same sounds as in the 1980s - children running and shouting! We always had a
"toy of the month" that everyone had to have. Things like yo-yos, rubber balls, Care Bears and Transformers.
Much cheaper than today's toys! I am thrilled to be back at Sciennes as the local Police Officer and delighted
to see that the staff are as dedicated today as they were 30 years ago. Sciennes is a nurturing place that has
helped produce thoroughly decent human beings.”

P.C. Evelyn Hegarty, former pupil and now Local Community Police Officer for Sciennes Primary

1982 Channel 4 began broadcasting. Smiley emoticon :-) said to have been used for the first time. The ship,
The Mary Rose, was raised after sinking in 1545. “E.T. the Extra Terrestrial” was released at cinemas.The
Soviet Spaceship Vanera 13 landed on Venus.

FORMER HEADTEACHER MEMOIR 1982-1997
Sciennes’ former Headteacher, Mrs Maureen Pollock, successfully led the whole school celebrations of the
school’s Centenary in 1992 and it was a joy to welcome her back when when she visited Sciennes in June
2012 to commemorate the school’s 120th Anniversary. Mrs Pollock’s meticulously kept, detailed
Headteacher logbooks provide a wealth of information about the history of the school in the 1980s and
1990s. We are very grateful that she took the time to contribute here the following memoir:
“My recent visit to Sciennes was a very pleasant reminder of how it was and continues to be a unique school.
Although the pupil numbers have increased and accommodation is more limited the atmosphere is
cosmopolitan and vibrant. My memories of Sciennes are of innovative, hardworking staff, very supportive
parents and creative, enthusiastic children. I have many special memories of children, adults and events,
some bringing a smile. My talk to new parents always included a promise about being discreet about the
stories we heard from the children so I shall apply my own advice about my memories. I wish Sciennes
continued success. Congratulations on its one hundred and twentieth anniversary.”

Maureen Pollock, Headteacher 1982-1997

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1982

Mrs Lena Bain 1982. Reproduced with acknowledgement to Julie Kidd

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1982

Teacher is Mrs Janet Pollard. Reproduced with acknowledgement to Alasdair Farquhar and Alison
Farquhar (nee Imrie).

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1982 -1989
Victoria Fair
Working as a primary teacher in Edinburgh! Sciennes parent of P2 twins!
“I see lots of changes in the playground since I attended Sciennes. When I was there the seat around the big
tree was built! There used to be a railing across the middle of the playground separating the boys’ and the
girls’ sides although we all played together when I was there. I remember lots of plants and trees being
planted but there was no quiet area or climbing wall. Some of my fondest memories are of my teachers: Mrs
Griffiths (P1 and 2), Miss Blackie (P3), Mrs Mackay (P4-5), Miss Smith (P6). It is lovely that my brother and
now my children have been taught by Mrs Mackay too because she still works in the school part-time! I
remember the dinner hall being pretty different too! We had cashiers and you could buy 5p crisps. I
remember the swimming pool and there used to be a small splash pool which reminded me of a Roman bath
and it was always really warm but when I watched my children at their swimathon last year I saw it had been
filled in and tiled over. I really remember being in the huts in P4 and 5 and being in the basement in P6. The
woodland topic was a highlight for me. My brother and I have spoken a lot about our P1 and 2 classrooms
and I am delighted my children have been in a room we were both in. Can you guess which one it is? I'll give
you a clue it has its own private, playground access! My memories of Sciennes are some of my happiest
from my school days!”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1982 -1989

Gael McNeill
“Myself and a friend (Nessa) started up the first ever Sciennes girls’ football club. I have a picture which I will
scan and forward on. She was over from America where football (or soccer as she called it) for girls had
taken off a few years before - her mum and stepdad ran it for the first few years. I remember in one of our
first games we were beaten by Buckstone the score was about 15-1. (They had a team that had been
running for years!) Some of the best years of my life!”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1982 -1986
Zoe Sinclair
I work for an Edinburgh based hospitality company called Montpeliers, have an 18 year old son and live in
the Grange.
“I started Sciennes at the beginning of P4 and Mrs Bryce was my teacher, our classroom was one of the huts
at the back of the school. I remember the school strikes were on so we didn't get to go on any school camps.
In P7 we did a project on the then EEC and I thoroughly enjoyed it and a lot of what I learned has stayed with
me. A wonderful introduction to life.”

1982 Photograph reproduced with acknowledgement to former pupil Alison Farquhar (nee Imrie). Class
Teacher is Mr King.

Thank you to Alison Farquhar (nee Imrie) for this P3 1982-1983 Report Card written by Mrs Janet Pollard.
1983 Seat belt law came into force. Microsoft introduced MS-DOS. US Space Shuttle Challenger was
launched on its maiden flight.

FORMER HEADTEACHER AND CLASS TEACHER MEMOIR 1983-2006
Anthea Grierson (nee Butler)
I am currently Head Teacher at James Gillespie's Primary School.
“I have many wonderful memories of Sciennes Primary School. One of my favourite memories is the 100th
birthday celebrations. My P2 class dressed up in Victorian clothes and played traditional games in the
playground. I also had a class in 1985 where I made a stuffed life size woman and brought her into my class.
I called her Mrs Read and she had a bookshop in a corner of the classroom. Many of the children (and even
some of the parents)believed she was real and were very upset when she disappeared at the end of term! I
also remember when one of my colleagues Mrs Heather McBirnie got locked in one of the staff toilets and
another teacher had to climb over the top to get her out!!!! Sciennes is an amazing school which has
provided first class education to its pupils for 120 years!”

Noelle Bailey (former class teacher at Sciennes and now Principal Teacher at Tollcross Primary), Anthea
Grierson (former Acting Headteacher at Sciennes and now Headteacher at James Gillespie’s Primary),
Jean McCulloch (former class teacher now teaching in Fife) and current Depute Headteacher Carolyn
Anstruther.

Patricia Aktar front row second from the left. Next to her former pupil Andrew Dougal. Cheque
presentation to Sick Children’s Hospital for £400 raised from busking on the Mound, September 1983.

1984 Apple Macintosh personal computer released. The Space Shuttle Discovery had its maiden voyage.
First ever flight in space by human untethered using jet backpacks

FORMER HEADTEACHER AND CLASS TEACHER MEMOIR 1984-1990
(also see 1997-2005)
Lindsey Watt
I was a Class Teacher (1984-1990) and Headteacher at Sciennes (1997-2005). In 2003 I attended the
Columba 1400 HT Columba Leadership Academy on Skye. I then decided to leave Sciennes (where I was
very happy!) to share my skills in an area of positive action. I took up post as HT of Castleview Primary
School, Craigmillar in 2005. I'm still there and was recently seconded to the Cabinet Secretary for Education
and Lifelong Learning's Attainment Group. I am also a Trustee of Columba 1400.
“As a class teacher I remember leading my P7 class on an end of term conga all the way from the top
landing, through all the classrooms downstairs! We gathered children from every classroom on the way!
(Some of the other teachers were not happy!) I also remember another P7 class making gym bags as an
enterprise project and half of the money went to the Sick Kids Hospital and the rest went to purchasing a
HUGE mouse cage with observation runs. We enjoyed observing the mice and their antics. When I returned
as Headteacher I regretted this decision as some of the mice had escaped and when I was working in my
room at night you could hear them scuttling around. I remember one of my bosses screaming and running

out of the Headteacher's toilet looking very dishevelled as she had seen a mouse!”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1984
S.C.I.E.N.N.E.S. School Children In Edinburgh Need Nice Easy Sums
Lucy Chetwynd-Cox
“What a wonderful time at Sciennes Primary School (School Children In Edinburgh Need Nice Easy Sums!).
This experience has made me the teacher I am today. I was a pupil from 1984-1990ish.
Great teachers - Mrs Bain, Mrs Pollard, Mrs Mckay, Mrs Wilson and Mr Robertson (my personal fave). Loved
the pool - loved the playground, loved my friends.Thanks for such a wonderful start to my education.
I now teach in Australia and often tell the kids at school about my experiences in a Scottish school.”

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1984

Thank you to Alison Imrie and Anna Swan’s mum Joanna for this 1984 photograph of P5 with Mrs
Eleanor Allatt. Joanna is in the back row, fourth from the left.
1985 Live Aid concert. Boris Becker became youngest winner at 17 to win Wimbledon. Wreck of Titanic

found. First CD Rom drive. Microsoft released the first version of Windows, Windows 1.0. The space shuttle
Atlantis was launched. British scientists discovered a hole in the earth’s Ozone Layer. Edinburgh was
twinned with Xi'an, China.

CURRENT CLASS TEACHER MEMOIR 1985-1900 and PRESENT
Susan Mackay
“When I taught in Sciennes in the 1980's the school had 2 janitors. One was a Mr Watt, who lived in the
house in the playground, and I'm sure he never really got away from his work! The other janitor was a Mr
Trainer, who was responsible for the boiler room, and the swimming pool. Mr Trainer had once been a
lighthouse keeper, and he prided himself in keeping the boiler house like he used to keep his lighthouse!
Everything was shiny, and polished with brasso. It was a delight to see in the boiler room. He was a lovely
man, with lots of interesting tales of real life sea adventures. He could be persuaded to come in to the class
to talk to the children, if the project subject had anything to do with the sea. Another memory I have is when
in 1986 my class all wrote in to Radio Forth to nominate our lollipop man, as lollipop man of the year. Lots of
other classes joined in, and in the end he won the title, and the Evening News came to interview him, and
some of the children. Sciennes is a unique school, an amazing building with lots of modern, up to date
education happening inside.”

1986 Sciennes pupils in Mrs Susan Mackay’s class campaign for Lollipop Man of the Year to be awarded to
local lollipop man.

1986 Commonwealth Games held in Edinburgh and will be held in Glasgow in 2014. A tragic accident killed
all seven astronauts onboard Space Shuttle Columbia, including teacher Christa McAuliffe, and this year also
saw a devastating nuclear accident in Chernobyl, Ukraine.
1987 Karaoke became popular as did Sylvanian Family toys. Disposable contact lenses became available.

Sciennes School Tuck Shop 1987

Sciennes School Tuck Shop 1987

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1987-1988
Esteban Araña Burdett
After my two years in Sciennes, where I did Primary 6 and 7 I went back to the Canary Islands, Spain. I'm
actually working for the Canary Islands Trade Promotion Company: www.proexca.es
“It was a whole new and wonderful experience. Still today I have great memories of my days at Sciennes,
classmates as well as teachers. Mrs. Bailey has been a most inspiring person in my life. Being such a
different educational system to Spain, everything seemed totally new and exciting. In fact I truly think Spain
would have a lot to learn from the Scottish educational system, at least the one you enjoyed back then. A big
caring family.”

FORMER PUPIL PHOTOGRAPH 1987

Thank you to Alison Farquhar (nee Imrie) for this 1987 photograph of P7 with Mrs Kite.

Current Class Teacher Susan Mackay is pictured in this 1987 photograph with P6.

STAFF PHOTOGRAPH 1987

Thank you to Alison Farquhar (nee Imrie) for this 1987 letter and envelope from TV-AM.

1988 First Comic Relief Day. All pupils and staff at Sciennes danced “The Stonk” in the playground, wearing
red noses.
1989 British Tim Berners-Lee invented the World Wide Web. Fall of the Berlin Wall. The first of 24 satellites
of the Global Positioning System (GPS) was placed into orbit. Voyager II passed the planet Neptune and its
moon Triton and sent pictures back to earth. First release of Microsoft Office. Edinburgh was twinned with
Kiev, Ukraine.

Sciennes primary school children take part in a sponsored jailbreak from Causewayside police station
Edinburgh in aid of the Comic Relief charity, March 1989. 'Police Constable' G Milesbooth keeps an eye on
'red nose convicts' J Humphries, J Robertson and M Kynaston.

STAFF PHOTOGRAPH 1989

1990-2000
1990 Nelson Mandela was released from prison. The Hubble Telescope launched and the most complete
skeleton of a T-Rex was found in South Dakota. East and West Germany reunited. The first in-car Satellite
Navigation System (SatNav) was introduced.

FORMER SENIOR TEACHER MEMOIR 1991-1998
Maureen Tremmel
Currently, head teacher of Gullane Primary in East Lothian. I left Sciennes to become a DHT at Stoneyhill
Primary in Musselburgh.
“I started working as a Senior Teacher in Sciennes Primary in 1991. My first class was a P7 and I was based
on the top floor- The Penthouse! The room was fairly basic and the plaster was held up by the milskin! It was
a long hike to the top floor every day - so many stairs and so many shoes! I stayed on that top floor the whole
7 years! I believe the internal spaces have all been refurbished now - would be good to see.

Working at Sciennes was a great time for me on the whole - I met the best colleagues a person could wish to
have- Lucy Gallagher, Bernadette Ryan, Carol Harris (Wood), Alison Yeoman, Catherine Gibb, Gail
Little, Anthea Grierson to name a few. We all used to go out after parent/teacher consultations - second
night only mind- and we would have a chat and catch up on our day. Sciennes was a place where grand
things happened. I remember making a networked TV show and designing for an Open Spaces project with
the upper classes. The Gamelan - what an instrument - P7 dances with fun themes, lots of dancing practice
with Mrs Bell - always a great night - concerts where all the children from P1-7 took part - in one door of the
hall and out the other - like a conga of singers, assemblies where various musicians were invited to share
their talents- the rock band and the gospel choir were my particular favourites! A neighbour called the school
to complain about the noise the day the band played! 'Carols from the Southside' where we worked with
Christopher Bell (NYCoS now) and performed in the Queen's Hall, wet and windy Decembers singing at the
local Christmas tree with Gillespie’s Primary and the Salvation Army. I always loved and appreciated the
fantastic talents of the children at Sciennes - so many talented young people who I hope have gone on to
fulfil their dreams and aspirations. Every class was special and brought special and different things to every
day. I remember when Apple Macs were introduced - computers! We still had blackboards and tape decks!
How quickly things change. I can remember the centenary - I stood on a set of steps - on the second floorand painted an outline of the school on the noticeboard - how dangerous was that! ( I am no artist but it
looked okay!) We all dressed up for the open day- the cafe, the exhibition - all great fun. Mrs Ryan looked
fantastic as the Victorian teacher! There was a super event in the Queen's Hall where Brian Kelloch's Jazz
Trio played - he was a former pupil I think. I still have the book that was published for the event. I could go on
and on - lots of happy memories but most of all I enjoyed being part of a great staff and have retained some
close and special friends from that time.”

Noelle Bailey (former class teacher and now Principal Teacher at Tollcross Primary), Jean McCulloch
(former class teacher) Maureen Tremmel (former Senior Teacher at Sciennes and now Headteacher at
Gullane Primary), current Support for Learning teacher Rhona Kennedy, former class teacher Sara
Simmons (nee Whitelaw) now teacher at Gylemuir Primary, former Support for Learning at Sciennes and
now ASL Co-ordinator for City of Edinburgh Margaret Hunter, current class teacher Linda Young, former
class teacher Bernadette Ryan now teacher at Newtongrange Primary and David Porteous, former Acting
Headteacher at Sciennes and now Depute Headteacher at George Heriot’s.
1991 Internet begins. Edinburgh was twinned with Aalborg, Denmark.

PHOTOGRAPH 1991

Anthea Grierson nee Butler (former Acting Headteacher at Sciennes and now Headteacher at James
Gillespie’s Primary) in 1991.
1992 marked the 100th anniversary of the opening of Sciennes School. For our Centenary celebrations, a
reunion for former pupils and staff was organised at the Queen’s Hall and a Centenary Booklet was written
and published by the PTA, in large part reproduced here in electronic format. This year some of our former
pupils have been invited back to school for a tour and to collect some of the memories held within this ebook.

Sciennes pupils made drawings of the school building and this excellent drawing won first place in a
competition to design a logo for commemorative merchandise.
1992 saw the formation of the European Union and Space Shuttle Endeavour had a successful maiden
voyage.

FORMER PARENT MEMOIR 1992
WW2 Evacuation Re-enactment
Peter Vandome (former parent)
In February 1992, to celebrate the school’s Centenary, P5 pupils enacted a mock World War II evacuation.
There was a report in the Evening News of 25 February, so the trip was probably made on 24 February. The
teacher mainly responsible was Mrs Moira Heatley [who used a brief entry in the original Sciennes Log book
of the time to encourage pupils to ask questions such as ‘Why were the children evacuated?” and “Where did
they go?” as a stimulus to their WW2 topic. Mrs Heatly’s class and Ms Lynne Sinclair’s class took part in the
evacuation and were led out of school to the sound of an air raid warning.]
The pupils dressed in appropriate clothes and had name tags and carried boxes for gas masks. They
proceeded from the school in a crocodile to Waverley Station, where they caught a train to Fife and went to a
school there, the supposed place of evacuation. The name of this school is not known. Of course, they
returned to Edinburgh later in the day.
The photos were taken of the pupils forming up at the school, processing to Waverley Station, and at
Waverley Station.

Mrs Moira Heatley (now Headteacher at Craigentinny Primary) and Assistant Head Teacher Moria Leslie
(now a Lecturer at Edinburgh University)

Mrs Moira Heatly at the far right and an unknown man dressed as an air raid warden. The children to the left
of the Air Raid Warden are (left to right) James Macdiarmid, James Forsyth and Caroline Laing (probably)

Mrs Maureen Pollock, Headteacher, accompanies the group

Mrs Moira Heatly in the centre of photo

A real or dressed-up policeman, unknown. The woman talking to the Air Raid Warden may be Mrs Lillian
Bell, School Clerical Auxiliary, and the woman to her left is a parent, Mrs Beber.

The (very blurred) girl in foreground with a white name tag in Amelie Beber (her mother is in the background)

The girl in red is Kirin Jeffery, with Mrs Moira Heatly leading.

Some of the pupils can be identified: the boy towards the left wearing glasses is Alan Booth, two to the right
of him, facing to the left is Robin Vandome, next to the right is Nick Porter, two to the right from him is Philip
Garden, and far right is Graham Newton.

1993 P6 pupils and Greg Dimeck (now Headteacher at Hillwood Primary School) released an ecology
rap single “A Better World” with Scottish singer Fish which was recorded at the Funny Farm. It was a charity
record in aid of Greenpeace and Nigel Griffiths MP tabled a motion in Parliament to commend their
achievements:
Nigel Griffiths MP tables a motion in Parliament:
Date tabled: 07.12.1992
That this House congratulates Edinburgh's Sciennes Primary School in Lothian Region for producing a professional popvideo with their own song highlighting the need to save our environment and planet; notes that Acting Headteacher Liz
Gordon, Class Teacher Greg Dimeck, pop star Fish and Jewel and Esk Valley College music staff are giving primary
six pupils experience in planning, writing, recording and editing skills required by multi-million pound record productions,
one of Britain's most successful businesses; further notes that all profits are going to help Greenpeace save the planet
and its creatures; and urges all education authorities to ensure that primary school children are provided with similar
opportunities.

Greg Dimeck, former class teacher at Sciennes and now Headteacher at Hillwood Primary
The Gyle Shopping Centre opened in 1993. Funds from selling the land it is built upon allowed City of Edinburgh Council
to install broadband networks and vastly increase the number of desktop computers for pupils and staff in all city
schools.

FORMER ACTING HEADTEACHER MEMOIR 1993-2004
David Porteous
Upper Depute Headteacher, George Heriot’s School
“My main memory is of a very hard working and supportive staff who had the children's interest at heart. I do
remember the time one of the pupils got her knee stuck in the trough round the edge of the swimming pool
and having to call the Fire Brigade as all other efforts at "rescue" had been unsuccessful. It sounds very
dramatic but at no time was she in danger or stressed about it. We played an April fool on Gail Little, who
taught P5 at the time. The message she received indicated the limited car parking spaces at school would be
auctioned off to the highest bidder. Consultants, Doctors and Nurses at the Sick Kids next door would be
invited to bid. Gail fell for this hook, line and sinker but reacted to the prank with good grace and appreciation
of the fun, albeit at her expense. The school log books kept a record of Sciennes in years gone by. One entry
dated around 1900 stated that the school had been closed for its traditional Christmas Day holiday but had
opened again on Boxing Day with a comment along the lines of, "The numbers returning to school that day
were significantly lower than normal." Is that a surprise? Carols on the stairs was always a great event at
Christmas time and one that brought the whole school together. Sciennes is mature and elderly on the
outside but young at heart with the child at the centre.”

Former Acting Headteacher at Sciennes, David Porteous (currently Depute Headteacher at George
Heriot’s) with former teachers Elspeth Mackay and Sarah Simmons (nee Whitelaw).

CURRENT DEPUTE HEADTEACHER MEMOIR 1993Morag Crolla
Depute Headteacher at Sciennes also seconded to University of Edinburgh as a Teaching Fellow
“One of my favourite Sciennes events was the P3 dance show when all the P3 pupils would learn 3 different
styles of dance: modern, flamenco and ballet. This would lead up to a performance which was always
astonishing it was so good. I remember the pupils dressed as toys in the Nutcracker and the girls’ flamenco
skirts in the flamenco. But who could forget the Sorcerer's Apprentice when the water took over (it was a
sheet of blue material) and the fabulous Grease dance! Sciennes pupils always made me feel very proud to
work there. Never two days the same!”
1994 In November 1994, Glasgow was awarded the title of UK City of Art and Design 1999. Competition for
this title was fierce, with the 17 cities that originally competed for the title finally being reduced to a choice
between Glasgow and Edinburgh. At stake was £400,000 from the Arts Council, plus the opportunity to
generate much more income for the winning city through future funding bids, sponsorship, grants, tourism
and exhibitions. Sciennes P7 pupils produced wonderful VHS videos on the architecture of the city, filmed by
them at several locations, to support Edinburgh’s bid. Una Gillespie, then Depute Headteacher and now
Headteacher at Cramond Primary, co-opted her advisor colleagues to set up a small scale TV studio in

Sciennes, expressly to broadcast the pupils’ videos to each other in a live ‘Sciennes’ TV’ programme!
“The P7 staff were invited to a packed City Chambers, for a live announcement of the winning bid. Who
would it be? Edinburgh or Glasgow? I stood with Mrs Maureen Tremmel, Senior Teacher at Sciennes and
now Headteacher at Gullane Primary School, and Ms Carol Harris (Wood), future Depute Headteacher
at Sciennes, at the back of the room, waiting expectantly along with everyone else. When the news came
through that Glasgow was to be UK City of Art and Design 1999 the disappointment in the room was
palpable. And four or five smartly dressed waiters and waitresses discretely removed tray upon tray of empty
glasses behind us, champagne unpoured...Nevertheless, we still had great fun making ‘Sciennes’ TV’ - and
some fabulous nights out!” Lucy Gallagher (1990 - )

Una Gillespie, former Depute Head Teacher at Sciennes and now Headteacher at Cramond Primary.
In 1994 the Channel Tunnel opened and 15 million people were now connected to the Internet. Edinburgh
entered a Friendship Link agreement with Kyoto Prefecture, Japan.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1994-1998
Azzah Mohamad
Well, I am back for good here in my hometown in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia since year 1998. I continued my
study in primary and tertiary education, and then graduated from International Islamic University Malaysia
(IIUM) in Bachelor Degree in Human Sciences (Honours) majoring in Communication and specialising in
Print Media.
“So many memories! I miss my friends a lot. I could name a few. Some of my classmates I could remember
were Hannah, David (twins), Jamie, Helen, and my best friend Samina Parveen. Sciennes has very
interesting classrooms, environment and teaching methods. I loved the PE class, I loved environmental
studies, the swimming pool, the English as a Second Language class, the canteen (not to forget the foods as
well!), the library and so much more. Usually my father would send the three of us to school (my other two
siblings’ names: Ahmad and Samihah) but if we were to walk home, we would drop by a small shop just up
the road to buy some candies, irn bru bars (wham brus) etc. We would walk through the big field (I don’t
remember the name) [Meadows] to go to our father's place at the University of Edinburgh. I miss the lollipop
lady as well. So many memories to mention ! Now I’m working as a reporter for the International News
Service at the Malaysian National News Agency (Bernama). Happy celebrating the 120th anniversary of
Sciennes Primary School! I would like to know whether my former teachers are still around, if not, where are
they? Their names: Mrs Tremmel, Mrs Elliot, Mrs Peach (My ESL teacher) and former head teacher Mrs

Pollock. send my warm regards to Mrs Gibb ! She was my former class teacher when I was in primary three
(1993-1994). Warm and helpful teachers, nice teaching environment and classroom and thank you for the
interesting activities.”
I work here because previously i was attached to the organisation for a two-month internship programme and
i was attached at the Bernama Economic Services (Bes) as an economic desk reporter in 2010.
1995 saw the first item sold on Amazon. “Toy Story” was the first ever wholly computer generated film. The
Galileo spacecraft arrived at Jupiter and JavaScript was introduced. The US Space Shuttle Atlantis docked
with the Russian Mir space station for the first time. Edinburgh entered a partnership arrangement with
Krakow, Poland.

Mrs Vivienne Black, current P1 class teacher, with nursery children visiting Sciennes P1 classroom in 1995.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 1995 -1997
Sophiya Keerthy
“I am Sophiya and am from India. I am a former student of Sciennes Primary School from 1995 till 1997
when I was in Primary 2. Mrs.Donald was my class teacher and one of my best friend’s name is Alistair. He
was my classmate. I have no contact with anyone there. I would love to be in touch with all my classmates. I
have group photos with me. I wish to find all my friends especially Alistair. I hope there would be a reunion so
that I could meet everyone once again..... “

1996 Scientists in Scotland cloned a sheep - “Dolly”. The Stone of Destiny was returned to Scotland and put
on permanent display in the Edinburgh castle.
1997 Channel Five began broadcasting. Publication of first Harry Potter novel “Harry Potter and the
Philosopher's Stone”. Britain handed back Hong Kong to China. First DVD players.

FORMER HEADTEACHER and CLASS TEACHER MEMOIR 1997-2005
(also see 1984-1990)
Lindsey Watt
In 2003 I attended the Columba 1400 HT Columba Leadership Academy on Skye. I then decided to leave
Sciennes (where I was very happy!) to share my skills in an area of positive action. I took up post as HT of
Castleview Primary School, Craigmillar in 2005. I'm still there and was recently seconded to the Cabinet

Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning's Attainment Group. I am also a Trustee of Columba 1400.
“I was a Class Teacher (1984-1990) and Headteacher at Sciennes. I worked with wonderful colleagues who
remain close friends to this day. I have been touched by the number of pupils who still contact me and tell me
how they are doing. I actually have two ex Sciennes Pupils employed as Teachers in Castleview School.
That's the joy of teaching, knowing that you can make a difference to children's lives. I still have a cup and
plate which I use every day which was designed for me by a Sciennes pupil so I am reminded of happy
memories every day! Sciennes was such a vibrant learning community and although it was a large school it
had a real sense of community about it and I loved the support that the Sciennes School Family always gave
to one another. When I was appointed as Head in 1997 the school was very dilapidated and the then Depute
Anthea Grierson and I set about having the whole school decorated! We were responsible for the green
paint and the gold pillars and the outdoor amphitheatre! The then Director of Education, Roy Jobson opened
our Computer Suite by webcab from HQ and we had pupils playing a trumpet voluntary across the air! As a
class teacher I remember leading my P7 class on an end of term conga all the way from the top landing,
through all the classrooms downstairs! We gathered children from every classroom on the way! (Some of the
other teachers were not happy!) I also remember another P7 class making gym bags as an enterprise project
and half of the money went to the Sick Kids Hospital and the rest went to purchasing a HUGE mouse cage
with observation runs. We enjoyed observing the mice and their antics. When I returned as Headteacher I
regretted this decision as some of the mice had escaped and when I was working in my room at night you
could hear them scuttling around. I remember one of my bosses screaming and running out of the
Headteacher's toilet looking very dishevelled as she had seen a mouse! I was so proud to be Headteacher of
such a prestigious school. I enjoyed our success in sporting and cultural events and the annual visit to the
McEwan Hall was always a highlight. When I announced my move to Castleview many people were puzzled
but when I explained my reasons I had tremendous support from everyone and The Sciennes Football Dads
organised a football game with my new school team and they were so generous with their time and help I
have never forgotten it. Sciennes traditions will continue to develop and it has earned its place as one of the
highest achieving schools in Edinburgh and Scotland. Once a Sciennes Girl, always a Sciennes Girl!”

Lindsey Watt (former Headteacher at Sciennes and now Headteacher at Castleview Primary), Susan
Mackay current class teacher, Gail Corr former teacher at Sciennes and now Depute Headteacher at
Cockenzie Primary), Heather McBirnie former class teacher at Sciennes (1984-1990) and now , Noelle
Bailey former teacher at Sciennes and now Principal teacher at Tollcross Primary, Catherine Gibb current
class teacher and Anthea Grierson, former Acting Headteacher at Sciennes and now Headteacher at
James Gillespie’s Primary School. Liz McGuigan also attended the Staff Reunion and was Class Teacher
1970-1980.

Sciennes Playground Amphitheatre for Outdoor Learning
In 1997 P3D and P3G spent some time learning French as part of a “Bonjour Business” Enterprise project.
They wrote about their families and what life was like in France. Amongst the things they learnt were: how to
count, the names of the colours, some geography of France. Maddie’s French grandmother came to speak
conversational French. They also learnt some French songs, here are the words to one of their favourites:
Mon Arc- en-Ciel
Rouge et orange et jaune et bleu,
violet, rose et vert.
Je connais les couleurs
Toutes les couleurs
De mon arc-en-ciel.
Ecoute avec les yeux
Ecote avec yeux
Et regarde avec les oreille
Je connais les couleurs toutes les couleurs en Français!
Both classes helped to make a video to introduce the school to others. Each section of the school was
introduced by the children in French. They all worked very hard on it, planning the storyboard and actually
videoing each other. At the presentation in the Filmhouse Cinema all the parents said how very impressed
they were with the work all the children and their teachers, Mrs Kathleen Donald and Mrs Anthea Grierson

(future Acting Headteacher at Sciennes), had put into producing it.
Bonjour Business
1.)We made the video to teach people French
2.) (a) Marketing
We had to go round all the classes and ask if they would buy the video
(b) Production
We looked up in the Yellow Pages and faxed people in Edinburgh
(c) Finance
We worked out the sum of money we would need
(d) Advertising
We made posters and stuck them up around the school and put them in the Filmhouse foyer.
3.) The video was launched on Tuesday 6th May 1997 in the Filmhouse Edinburgh to an invited audience of
parents and teachers.
4.) We made a profit of
Gross Profit: £48 (cost £98)
Loan £173
Profit £75
Sticky plastic £10
Net Profit £65

1997 Mars Pathfinder landed on the surface of Mars.
1998 The concert by the Three Tenors (Jose Carreras, Placido Domingo and Luciano Pavarotti ) for the
opening of the World Cup In France was seen by 3 billion around the world. Google Search Engine was
founded.
1999 Separate parliaments were created for Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The Queen opened the
first Scottish Parliament in 300 years. A total eclipse of the sun was seen in cities of Europe and Asia.
Bluetooth was announced and the first circumnavigation of the earth in a hot-air balloon was achieved by
Bertrand Piccard and Brian Jones.

2000-2010
2000 The 2000 Summer Olympics were held in Sydney, Australia. Concerns about the ‘millennium bug’
proved unfounded and the PlayStation 2 was released.The third and final reactor at the Chernobyl Nuclear
Power Plant was shut down. Vladimir Putin was elected President of Russia and it was estimated that the
billionth living person in India was born. The global population at the time was thought to be 6 billion. The
Tate Modern Gallery opened in London whilst the Millennium Dome closed its doors one year to the day of
its opening.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 2000-2005
Abdullah Muaqat
“This school is wicked! I went there for a couple of years. It is by far the best school I've ever been to. My
favourite teacher was Ms French. I loved the school, I've been in Qatar since I left at the end of year 6. I
thought I was big then, I'm in year 12, rather I'm finishing year 11. Keep it up Sciennes...I was attending the
school in p6 2005 if I remember correctly, I had loads of friends and like me a few of them left, to live in the
middle east. I must say it was the best experience of schooling in my life. I really loved it and if I get a chance
I'll come back in a couple of years. And I advise any parents to put their children in your school.”

2001 Wikipedia, iPod and Windows XP were launched. Ocean Terminal Shopping Centre, Edinburgh opens.
On September 11 (9/11) the world looked on in horror as hijackers crashed planes into the World Trade
Centre Towers in New York.

FORMER TEACHER MEMOIR 2001-2008
Fiona Edwards (nee Harron)
“I have so many fantastic memories of teaching at Sciennes. I particularly enjoyed teaching P4 as I loved
preparing for Scots’ Night. The pupils worked so hard learning poems, songs, dances dramas etc... It was
great fun! A great learning environment!”
2002 After 50 years on the throne, Queen Elizabeth II celebrated her Golden Jubilee. The Euro became the
official currency of twelve of the European Union's Members.
2003 The Human Genome Project was successfully completed with 99% of the human genome sequenced
to 99.99% accuracy. Concorde made its last commercial flight and Apple launched iTunes. “The Lord of the
Rings: The Return of the King” and “Finding Nemo” were released in cinemas.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 2003-2009
Farrah
“I left Sciennes in 2009 in P7, now I'm at George Watson’s College. I loved Sciennes loads. I had good
laughs and loads of memories. I loved my P6 and P7 teacher; Jenny Waters - ooh how I loved that school!”
2004 The £400 million Scottish Parliament opened near Holyrood Palace. Boxing Day saw a devastating
tsunami caused by the strongest earthquake in 40 years, creating waves that swept across coastlines in Sri
Lanka, India, Bangladesh, the Maldives, Burma, Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 2004 - 2009
Rosie
I go to Gillespies, I'm in S2.
“My memories of Sciennes are happy and I made lots of friends that I am still friends with today. I can
remember the fruit trays and world book day and highland dancing after school and all the clubs. I remember
my teachers and how kind they were. I will always remember Sciennes. The best years of my life.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 2004-2009
Anis
Studying at Gillespie’s
“I can remember my primary one and two teacher Miss Sellar used to tie her hair back so perfectly and the
girls would take their ponytails out so she would tie it back for them. I remember all the diverse students, the
cultural celebrations of Ramadan and making pottery dishes. I remember the fantastic shows every year
group would put on. I also remember the buddies(who I still speak to today) and the friendship bench. Some
of the best years of my life and I miss it. Friendly and gave me the best start in education.”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 2004-2009
Amy
I am in S1 now and I left Sciennes lin 2009. I just wanted to say thanks to all my teachers that I had. And
thanks Ms Gallagher for the DVD! x

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 2004-2009

Aqsa
“I left Sciennes in 2009 and am now in S2. I really enjoyed my time there. All the teachers were amazing and
the experience was amazing. I loved every second of Sciennes. I miss it sooo much. I really want to come
back but I really enjoy high school. I thank Ms McGhee for getting me ready for high school and supporting
me when I got upset about leaving and how no one I knew was going to the same school as me . The
highlight of my 7 years was p7. There was never ever a dull moment. I would love to thank everyone at
Sciennes for making my 7 years there amazing. Thank you x “

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 2004-2009
Arina
“I really miss Sciennes for all the loving care and support. I miss my teacher Sharon McGhee for all her
cheery laughs. I also miss my Primary 1 and 2 teachers Ms Gibb and Ms Anstruther for all the amazing times
we had like at the beach. I would also like to thank my lovely head teacher Ms Noble. xxxx”

2005 Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans. YouTube was founded.

CURRENT PUPIL MEMOIR 2005-2012
Isla Smith
At Sciennes, the best school ever.
“Having 5 different teachers in P4. Getting sent out a lot ( which I know is not a good thing.)
HAVING THE BEST TEACHERS EVER! BEING PART OF THE SCIENNES FAMILY!”

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 2005-2011
Tilda
I am now in JGPS and going to JGHS.
“I loved Sciennes but left at the start of p6. I would be in p7c now and my friend Laura Johnson has told me
all about the big 120th Anniversary party and all about Mr Howie’s funny stories. I loved it and always have.
Thanks for the great years :D AMAZING and LIFE CHANGING.”

Forrest Howie
2006 It was decided that Pluto was no longer a planet. Nintendo Wii, Blu-ray, Facebook and Twitter
launched. The one billionth song was purchased from Apple iTunes.
At Sciennes we have many partnerships. One of our longest standing is with Hillview Primary School in
KawZulu Natal (Durban) South Africa. We have established penpals since 2006 and shared our literacy
resources with them. They have visited and their dance teacher gave our pupils an opportunity to learn
some Zulu and Indian dance.
We have learned a great deal from our friends in Hillview.

Here are some of the Hillview pupils with some pencil case gifts our Sciennes pupils sent across for them.
Dame Muriel Spark died in Florence in April 2006.

2007 The seventh and final Harry Potter book was published. The iPod Touch, iPhone and Apple TV were
launched and Windows Vista was released.
2007 Active Travel at Sciennes
Sciennes is one of the few schools in Edinburgh which makes sure that all children receive cycle training in
school time. Sciennes has three classes per year group, so that’s 99 bikes to be safety checked before
lessons begin! Our school has been involved in the Safe Routes to School project since 1997. Chris Hill has
helped us for many years, not just in Active Travel, but also in promoting cutting edge technology.

Angela Christie, Business Manager at Sciennes, has promoted and supported cycle training at Sciennes for
many years. She has tirelessly driven forward many initiatives in school and has recently had great success
in establishing our online payment system, WisePay, making Sciennes the first school in Scotland to have
this operational.

Angela Christie, Business Manager, sporting the Sciennes badge as remodelled for our 120th Anniversary
by Bill Gallagher, former Principal Teacher of Art and DHT Lucy Gallagher’s father.

CURRENT PUPIL 2007
Ruka
“I love to come to my lovely school. I think we have lovely teachers and a lovely headteacher. I like Mrs
McVicker.”

2008 Barack Obama was elected President of United States. Europe's space laboratory, Columbus, docked
with the International Space Station. Edinburgh born cyclist Sir Chris Hoy becomes the first British Olympian
for 100 years to claim three golds at one games at the Olympics in Beijing, China.

FORMER PUPIL MEMOIR 2008-2012
Myaha Burgoyne

I am going to Boroughmuir High school with only a few pals.
I have loved all my school show/camp/skiing events like:
P4-Scots’ Night/skiing
P5-Scottish Opera/skiing
P6-Eurovision/Benmore
P7-Graduation show/Lagganlia
Loving my last few weeks here and trying to make the most of them. Sciennes is AMAZING, COOL, LIFE
CHANGING!”
2008 Brain Awareness Week at Edinburgh University
Edinburgh Neuroscience hosted a 2 hour workshop for 180 P7 schoolchildren as part of Brain Awareness
Week. 'How we view the brain and what the brain sees' aimed to introduce children to the basic structure of
the brain and ways of imaging the brain in the clinic and in basic research, then explore how the brain can
sometimes be fooled by the visual information it receives. Prior to their visit to the University, the pupils were
asked to draw what was in their heads.

Mark McKenna, currently Science Specialist Teacher at Sciennes, with brain beanbags.

Lecture Theatre

3D Brain Puzzles

Optical Illusions

Optical Illusions

Optical Spinner

Plasticene brain
2007 Chess Championship
The final of the Chess Scotland Primary Schools Team Championships, involving 84 children, took place on
Sunday 18th May 2008 at Victoria Halls, Dunblane. Sciennes has had remarkable local, national and

international success in chess for many years, thanks to the parents who run our after school chess clubs
and in particular to parent Derek Mills who devoted so much of his time, energy and enthusiasm to
establishing such a strong and vibrant chess community. The club regularly has upwards of 80 members P1P7. Derek’s daughter, Captiva, is pictured below third from the left, with John Gregory, Wenbo Chen and
Amy Woo.

In 2008 Sciennes began a two year European Comenius Project arranged by Alice Brown, Senior Depute
Headteacher at Sciennes and now Acting Headteacher at Tollcross Primary School. A partnership was
established with schools in Ireland, Belgium, Poland and Turkey. We shared information about sustainable
development and designed and manufactured a game to play in all the countries about green issues. Some
of our staff visited each of the partner schools. They shared ideas and planned next steps together. Pupils
had a Comenius themed Art Exhibition and learned about Europe. We were very fortunate to have a Spanish
Comenius Assistant, Mabel, working with our children. Mabel, came from Seville with a degree in Art History.
She introduced our pupils to Spanish language and culture. We really enjoyed welcoming and hosting our
European friends at Sciennes in May 2010. Our pupils sang, danced and played at a special Assembly then
the visiting teachers held workshops in classrooms. Many parents and staff attended a wonderful evening
ceilidh at Sciennes. Our visitors were appreciative of the very informative tour of the Old Town by Mr Forrest
Howie, who has been Acting Depute Headteacher at Sciennes Primary, and they also enjoyed a tour of
the Scottish Parliament. A meeting in the Mandela Room at City Chambers finalised the arrangements for
distribution of copies of the "Green Race Round Europe" board game, shared with families, cluster schools
and libraries.

Comenius Leaders from Poland, Turkey, Belgium, Scotland (Alice Brown, Senior Depute Headteacher at
Sciennes and now Acting Headteacher at Tollcross Primary School) and Ireland.

Our partner Comenius countries

POLAND

Alice Brown, Senior Depute Headteacher at Sciennes and now Acting Headteacher at Tollcross
Primary School; Class Teachers Jane Maguire and Barry Hewitt and Learning Assistants Lorraine
Whiteman and Diane Syme in Poland.

Class Teacher Jane Maguire sharing information about Edinburgh to our Polish friends.

Learning Assistant Lorraine Whiteman helps a Polish pupil find out about Scotland.

Belgium

Depute Headteacher Morag Crolla and Class Teacher Claire Phillips meet our friends in Belgium.

Class Teachers Vivienne Black and Claire Phillips talk to the Belgian pupils.

Class Teachers Claire Phillips, Emma Kelly, Vivienne Black and Joanne Hogan are welcomed by the
Belgian staff.

Class Teachers Claire Phillips and Dana Marley with a Belgian teaching colleague.

Ireland

Lucy Gallagher, Sciennes Acting Depute Headteacher, at Newtown Primary School, Ireland.

Angela Christie, Sciennes Business Manager, leads the ceilidh dancing in Portlaoise Ireland.

Class Teacher Catherine Gibb organises a buddy session with P2 and P6 to make cards for our European
friends.

Bethan Owen, Class Teacher and former Modern Languages Development Officer for City of
Edinburgh, organises a buddy session with P6 and P2 to make cards for our European friends.

Bethan Owen

Turkey

Class Teachers Sharon McGhee, Ruth McVicker, Susan Mackay and Linda Young represent Sciennes
in Turkey

Our friends in Turkey

Sharing information about Sciennes with our Turkish friends

A warm, family welcome to Ruth McVicker, Susan Mackay, Sharon McGhee and Linda Young from the
Turkish staff.

A warm welcome from the Turkish pupils for Ruth McVicker

Sciennes pupils fundraise for Comic Relief every two years, since its introduction in 1988. Twenty years on in
2008 Class Teacher Barry Hewitt organised a sponsored stair climb for his P6 class and ran events around
the school including a bake sale.

2008 Junior Road Safety Officers present at Assembly.
A new tram system, first proposed in 2001, began construction in 2008.

Mock up of new trams due for completion 2016.

Tram route
2009 World Health Organisation declared H1N1 influenza strain (‘Swine Flu’) a potential pandemic illness.
2010 33 miners were successfully rescued from a deep copper mine in Chile. The iPad and Android powered
phones were launched.

2010 Sciennes pupils take part in The Big Sing event at the McEwan Hall, with Dee Isaacs, former
Sciennes’ parent. Christmas concerts have previously been held here over a number of years.

2010 In May former pupil Ian Murray, Hibs and Rangers footballer, visited Sciennes. Ian has provided
encouragement for the boys’ football club over the years, recalling the days when he used to train on the
Meadows as a - very talented even then - member of the club himself. Pictured here with Daniel Proudfoot,
currently P5.
2010 Mandeville meets children from Sciennes Primary School 29 Jun
The 2012 Paralympic Mascot, Mandeville, made his first visit to Scotland and met children from Sciennes
Primary School in Edinburgh.

2010 P7 Publish Book “On the Line” with Mary Turner Thomson, launched at the City Chambers

2011 P7 pupils publish their very own book “Mother Nature’s Children”, illustrated by Sciennes’ P7 pupil
Joshua Stewart, in a year when severe flooding hit Colombia, Australia and Pakistan, earthquakes hit New
Zealand and a devastating tsunami destroyed much of Japan, causing radiation to leak from nuclear power
stations damaged by the waves. This year also saw the last Space Shuttle mission touch down.

2012 Present Day
SCIENNES NOW AND THEN (update with info from 2012
Now in our 120th year, we celebrate the life of the school and all its pupils and staff with the publication of
this commemorative ebook and a birthday party picnic for families on June 1st 2012, 120 years after the
official opening ceremony of the school on 5th June 1892. This year Queen Elizabeth II celebrates her
Diamond Jubilee after 60 years on the throne, and the school will serendipitously close for a public holiday
on June 5th. Since the Diamond Jubilee coincides with Sciennes’ 120th Anniversary, the Royal Family is a
theme running through our ebook, as is The Olympics, since 2012 also marks the hosting of the Games in
Britain.

Queen Elizabeth celebrates 60 years on the throne in Diamond Jubilee year 2012

1952-2012 Diamond Jubilee
The Olympic Games take place in London and our pupils will mark the run up to that occasion and many
other special events, just as Sciennes’ pupils have done through the years.

Beth Walker, our P.E. Specialist, organised gold, silver and bronze medals for our Summer Sports Day at the
Meadows. Pupils were awarded their medals at a special Assembly. We took the opportunity to thank Emma
Laurenson, Sciennes’ parent and Chair of the PTA for many years, most sincerely for all that she has
contributed to the life and work of the school and invited her to award the medals. It was touching and fitting
that she was able to award her own daughter, House Captain Hazel, with one of the medals at the ceremony.

Technology is a third theme running throughout the course of our ebook, bringing us up to present times with
iPads, wireless networks and mobile learning impacting positively within our school today.

This section looks back at how some aspects of Sciennes have changed to become what they are today.
Sciennes has truly seen 1892 as the Year of the Slate transform into 2012 the Year of the Tablet since this
year has witnessed the implementation of an exciting national 1:1 iPad pilot. Two of our classes - Ms French
in P6 and Mrs Barker in P5 - have a personal iPad for use at school and at home and Cabinet Secretary Mr
Michael Russell came to visit on 16th May.

Mr Michael Russell and Head Teacher Mrs Alison Noble with P6 pupils.

Class Teacher Wendy French discusses her innovative approaches with Mr Michael Russell, Cabinet
Secretary for Lifelong Learning, Derek Robertson National Adviser for Emerging Technologies and Lucy
Gallagher Acting Depute Headteacher.

Head Teacher Mrs Alison Noble issues iPads on Launch Night 19th April 2012

Business Manager Angela Christie issuing iPads

Automne Mackay, P5C, receives her iPad.

Fiona Barker who has been lead teacher with Wendy French in Sciennes’ 1:1 iPad National pilot, pictured
here with her class at the Apple Store in Buchanan Street, Glasgow.

Celebrating learning using iPad mobile technology at the Apple Centre, Glasgow
SCHOOL BUILDING
Virtual Tour of the School
The school building outwardly looks very similar now to the way it looked in 1892 when it was first opened.
However, as may be expected, it has altered significantly internally and to some extent externally over the
century. Our P2 pupils always look forward to being taken on a tour of the school by our janitor, Mr Neil
Scott, when they study ‘The Victorians’ and he points out all the evidence of how the building has changed
over the years. Originally the playground was divided down the middle by a railing to keep the sexes apart.
Girls on the left and boys on the right. There is still evidence of where the railing was attached to the building
and you can still see 'Boys' and 'Girls' engraved in the wall above the two entrances. There were also several
more trees.
The toilets at this time were outside where the present ones are but not attached to the building. (The current
toilets, dining hall and Reception Area did not exist then.) One former pupil remembers the toilets were
simply open cubicles with no flushes, sinks or toilet paper They used to go along the row saying “stinking!”
“fresh!”, trying to choose one to use! Drinking water was provided from fountains in the back wall of the
shelters, painted green with two iron mugs hanging from them on chains.

Before the Second World War the children were summoned to school in the morning by the bell in the bell
tower on the roof. The rope that rang it hung down into a recess in the stairwell. Final year pupils remember
having the privilege of pulling it sometimes.
Sciennes was unusual for its time in having a swimming pool. In the early days the gym was in the basement
beside the swimming pool. Many former pupils mentioned the pool with pride and even boast about it now —
“the school with the pool!”
The present gym was classrooms for the first part of the century, divided by huge sliding wooden partitions
which were pushed aside for assemblies. The classrooms at the ends had desks in tiers which were in place
for at least 60 years. This is why the windows are so far up the walls! Windows in Victorian classrooms were
designed to be high so that the outside world did not provide a distraction to pupils. The first floor contained a
lovely sunny sewing room. Only girls were taught to sew and knit with a regular sewing teacher. Many letters
from former pupils praised the teaching of such particular skills which they continue to use today. One lady
however remembers making huge bloomers which she describes as large enough for barrage balloons!
Some former pupils still have items they made at Sciennes. On the top floor were woodwork and cookery
rooms complete with black-leaded stoves which the pupils had to polish. At least one former girl pupil
remembers cookery lessons with loathing - no seasoning and lots of grease! Nowadays the top floor houses
P6 and P7 classrooms and the original cloakrooms there have now been converted to toilets and an
additional learning space for upper school pupils.
The Learning Support Room and a General Purpose (GP)/Music Room have been created on the first floor.
The basement now contains our school library and ICT Learning Centre. Space is at a premium in our school
and a former storage cupboard has been converted to a wonderful Science Lab on the first floor. The school
was altered in the 1990s to create corridors on the first floor and top floor making it possible for the first time
to pass from one side of the building to the other on the same level without walking straight through a
classsroom. The creation of an infant library out of one of the ground floor cloakrooms also took place at that
time and today we have two rooms devoted to our well stocked and well resourced Library for P1-P7. As
mentioned above, the dining hall did not exist until the sixties. It has recently been re-floored and upgraded
with mirrored storage to provide a dance studio/PE space and is also used by Sciennes After School Care
Club (SASC). Most children went home for lunch as few women worked then and the catchment area was
more circular. Meals were eaten at one point in the ‘huts’ erected in the back playground, served from huge
cauldrons - not remembered with relish! These were used originally as classrooms and were remembered
fondly by some with their wooden verandas. More recently they were used as stores but were removed in the
1980s. Four classrooms remain in the rear playground in ‘temporary’ accommodation, also called ‘the Huts.”
An ECO garden has been created in the courtyard with a greenhouse built by our other janitor, Mr John Reid,
from empty plastic bottles and new garden furniture has been acquired, for warmer weather.
A commemorative plaque for pupil Steven Lui adorns a new ‘quiet area’, established in the playground.
Steven’s family generously donated money towards its creation, in his memory. P6 pupils now annually
compete in a Burns poetry recital competition for the ‘Steven Lui’ cup, again graciously donated by his family.

Steven Lui Memorial Quiet Area in the playground
Sciennes also has access to a wildlife garden across the road from the front of the school. Plans were
explored to extend the playground to include that piece of land by closing part of Sciennes Road but the
need for traffic access to the Sick Kids prevented this. If plans to move the site of the hospital materialise in
the future, perhaps it is an avenue that will be explored again as we seek to improve the accommodation of
our pupils further still.
MARCHING
Almost without exception all former pupils who contacted us remember the tradition of marching into school
and to their classrooms to music. When the bell was rung at the start of the day all the children would line up
in pairs as today, but then they would march in to the sound of marches played on a piano situated on the
first floor. In later years it was replaced by a record player. Many remember various teachers playing this
piano and the strict discipline kept over marching in time, including having their legs belted for getting out of
step! We still maintain a much loved tradition of marching our P7 pupils out of school on their last day at
Sciennes. The Headteacher leads them, ringing a bell, while the rest of the school lines the stairwells to
wave them off and wish them well.
TEACHING METHODS
When the school first opened, classes were often 60 strong, often barefoot, accommodated in tiered, static
seating - most unlike the active approach to learning we use today where space and seating are entirely
flexible. Later the class size dropped to 40 and then to the present day 33 maximum. In recent years
legislation has attempted to reduce class sizes to 25 in P1 and 30 in P2 and P3. Teaching methods were
needless to say very different in the past! Learning was mainly done by rote; very boring in many former
pupils’ memories! Class reading was particularly hated, with the whole class having to wait while everyone
took their turn at reading. In the early days ‘slow’ children were kept back to repeat a year and worst disgrace
of all was the dunce’s cap. This year we have been extremely fortunate to be able to introduce a pilot project

where two of our classes have a personal iPad tablet each to use at school and at home. Very far removed
from the capabilities of a slate which was the normal method of writing for many years! Each desk had a slot
in the front to hold the slate while not in use and each child had to provide a box with a wet sponge for
cleaning the slate. These often got smelly! The screeching in the infants class must have been horrendous.
Later older pupils graduated onto dip pens and inkwells. Testing was commonplace. One former pupil
remembers being moved up the tiers if you did well in spelling. Another remembers having mental arithmetic
tests weekly and getting 6 old pennies if you were first (paid out of the teacher’s own pocket!). In the 40’s and
50’s the infant mistress used to test infants herself regularly on reading and tables. The final test for many
was the ‘quali’ or qualifying exam at the end of primary seven. Doing well meant entrance to Boroughmuir
senior secondary or James Clark for the more technically minded.
REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS
Discipline was strict and pupils were frequently belted often for minor misdemeanours. One former pupil
remembers being belted for breaking a ruler, another being spanked for playing with a toy car in class. One
child remembers cooling the weals on her wrists on the tiled corridor wall, and being careful to hide the
marks from her parents at home otherwise she would be punished again for ‘giving the teachers problems’.
Belting was also the norm for many years for being late for school with no excuses acceptable. One of the
saddest stories about ‘First Days at School’ the Centenary Group gathered concerned a small boy who
started school in 1915. “My brother, six years older than me, took me to school. In those days
everybody lined up in the bottom playground and marched in. A teacher stopped all latecomers at the
foot of the stairs - my brother was late, but I was half an hour early for the Infant class. When Mr. Watt
came into the hallway everybody held out their hands. So I held out mine and got belted with
everybody else. It was a nice start to my schooldays.’” Mr C Whyte. Changed days indeed! However,
rewards were also common and the school used to have a Dux. Medals were handed out for good
attendance and merit certificates for good work. Several former pupils told us of books like Little Women and
Bibles handed out as prizes. Ms Anstruther, DHT, re-introduced awarding medals for Full Attendance last
session in our Infant classes and it was wonderful to see so many wearing them with pride.
MUSIC
The school has always thought music important and violin has been taught to the musically able from P4 up
for most of the century and is still very popular today, along with viola. Woodwind has recently been
introduced and a few of our pupils currently receive tuition in clarinet and saxophone. The school has also
had an orchestra for many years and any child having played for two years can join. Samanda Campbell
capably leads pur school orchestra in weekly practices and at special events.
ORCHESTRA AND CHOIR TODAY

Samanda Campbell leads Sciennes School Orchestra

Sciennes Orchestra

Recorder has also been taught by the Sciennes School Association with about 60 learning in 1991. Currently
a number of our pupils are involved in an afterschool recorder club. Singing too is remembered right through
the century with pleasure. We are most fortunate to have the talents and expertise of Class Teachers Ruth
McVicker and Claire Ford, who are wonderful pianists and skilled music practitioners. Ruth McVicker also
leads our P6/7 School Choir, performing at many local events and Assemblies.

SPORTS
Football has been an important part of Sciennes school life from its earliest days as can be seen in this early
team photograph from 1893.

We still have thriving teams today with several cups and shields to their name. Nowadays we have a girls’
team too and our P2/3 pupils recently won a competition on their first outing as a team. The girls have a
successful netball team. Gym in some form or another has been included in the school week right through
the century to present day, although in the early days it seemed to have been haphazard. Some mention
swimming for the girls while the boys had gym and vice versa. Many former pupils mentioned swimming,
which in early days was unusual in a primary school. Some enjoyed it tremendously, others were less
enthusiastic - wearing hand-knitted swimming costumes, freezing cold and having ‘shivery bites’ to stop your
teeth chattering afterwards! It is still part of today’s curriculum but hopefully a less chilly experience! Over the
last few years we have held a Swimathon Fundraiser, organised by Business Manager Angela Christie,
which raises an amazing £7000 annually.
JUMP TO JONATHAN WALLACE ACTIVE SPORTS AND SPORTS SECTION BELOW
Dancing was taught to senior pupils leading up to the ‘qualifying dance’. Today we are fortunate to have
dance lessons from Cat Perry of Dance Division. Cat also prepares our P7 pupils for dance performances at
their end of year Graduation Show. The Dining Hall was converted into a Dance Studio by former Senior
Depute Headteacher Alice Brown, who had mirrors and special flooring added to the space in 2009. Class
Teachers also provide dance lessons for pupils to tie in with class projects. In these videos P7 pupils are
putting together jive moves as part of their World War Two project: Jiving 1, Jiving 2

Cat Perry, our Dance Teacher from Dance Division
Cat filmed this video of P7 pupils dancing around the school building for their Graduation Ceremony in 2009.

EXPRESSIVE ARTS PERFORMANCE AT SCIENNES
Today we have a long established tradition of holding an Expressive Arts performance at each stage P1-P7,
when we invite families into school.
P1 Nativity
P2 Nativity
P3 Dance Show
P4 Scots’ NIght
P5 Scottish Opera
P6 Art Exhibition
P7 Graduation Ceremony

P1 Nativity

P2 Nativity
Our P3 pupils perform a Dance Show to parents each year. Here is Class of 2006, our current P6 pupils.

P3 Dance Show 2008

P3 Dance Show 2008

P3 Dance Show 2008

P3 Dance Show 2008

P3 Dance Show 2008

P3 Dance Show 2008

P4 Scots Night

P5 Scottish Opera

P6 Art Exhibition

P6 Art Exhibition

P6 Art Exhibition

P7 Graduation Show

P7 Graduation Ceremony

P7 Leavers’ Dance (formerly known as the ‘Qually’ i.e. Qualifying for Leavers’ Certificate Dance)

Jonathan Wallace Active Sports Co-ordinator
Jonathan Wallace is our Active Schools Co-ordinator and he works very effectively within JGHS Cluster to
increase the range of quality opportunities for pupils to become physically active through a wide range of
extra-curricular programmes. Jonathan has established strong links with local clubs and community groups
to enhance the range of sporting opportunities available. He gives our children the opportunity to become
involved and develop their potential in specific sports. For talented young sportspeople there are
opportunities to join in City of Edinburgh Sports Academy programmes which develop football, cricket,
cycling and badminton.

Sciennes Cricket Club 2008

P4 Girls’ Football 2004

Sciennes P7 Girls win the Spring Football trophy, organised by parent Bill Stobie.

P5 Boys Football Team 2003

Rugby at the Meadows P5 2009

Esther Parmiter winning Bronze in the Edinburgh Primary Schools Sports Association (EPSSA) Swimming
and Diving Gala at the Royal Commonwealth Pool, organised by our P.E. Specialist Beth Walker.

Girls’ Football Team versus Staff Team in Meadows
Wendy French, Joanne Hogan, Fiona Barker, Shona Pearmain, Rachel Inglis, Mark McKenna, Scott Noble,
Forrest Howie, John Reid

Team Sciennes

Learning Assistant Sally Nowell frequently accompanies and supports our sports teams to various events

Team Sciennes at Sportshall Athletics, Meadowbank with Jonathan Wallace and Scott Noble
SPORTS DAY
We hold an Infant P1-3 and an Upper P4-7 event on the Meadows in June and in recent years the Staff and
Pupil Relay has become a tradition. In previous years we’ve held Parent Sprint events. Who will win the
House Relay this year?

Ms Sellar with Class of 2003 when they were in P1.

Mrs Kate Mearns, Learning Assistant

JUMP BACK TO CAT DANCING
UNIFORM
Information on uniform when the school first opened is vague. From class pictures we see most girls in large
lace collars and pinafore overdresses while the boys wore suits with Eton collars. Footwear for boys and girls
was button boots provided free to needy children by the police benevolent fund. However, no doubt normal
dress was less fancy and many would have had bare feet. Later a traditional uniform as we understand it
was introduced with a blue and white striped tie and a red blazer badge. More recently this has changed to a
gold and navy striped tie with a gold blazer badge. In 1992 the most popular clothing at school was the less
formal tracksuit uniform in navy and red. Today we are grateful for parental support in ensuring all our
children wear school uniform and we have a range of options to encourage its use. We discourage wearing
jeans.T-shirts and polo shirts in white, red and navy blue with the school emblem can be worn or it is
perfectly acceptable for pupils to wear plain white T-shirts or polo shirts purchased from supermarkets or
department stores. We have a school tie which can be worn with a plain white shirt and can be ordered
through school. Plain grey skirts and plain grey or black school trousers or plain navy blue jogging trousers
are acceptable. Girls can wear a red or blue gingham checked summer dress. Most of our pupils wear a navy
blue Sciennes sweatshirt with the school emblem. Our P7 pupils wear a royal blue Sciennes sweatshirt.
Fleeces and jackets in navy blue, as well as schoolbags and gym bags, with the Sciennes emblem, are
available to order through school. We prefer our pupils to wear school shoes in dark colours and we
encourage our pupils to bring indoor gym shoes and a change of clothing for sporting activities.

Though a little indistinct, our logo is a torch which represents lighting the flame of learning. To commemorate
our 120th Anniversary, Bill Gallagher, retired Principal Teacher of Art and father of Depute Headteacher Lucy
Gallagher, designed a new flame to complement the Sciennes badge.

Sciennes House T-shirts were also produced in House colours - blue Tantallon, red Sienna, green Grange
and yellow Lauder - sporting our new motto - Believe•Achieve. Azfar Shafi in P4C won the competition to
create the new motto.

RESIDENTIAL CAMP
Sciennes has visited many school camps over the years: Broomlee, Glengonnar, Dounans, and for the last
fifteen or so years Benmore in P6 and Lagganlia in P7. We have published blogs since 2006 and links to
these can be found on our school website. We could fill an entire book with camp photos alone but here are
a few:

SKIING
P4 have four weeks of ski-ing lessons and P5 pupils have weekly ski-ing lessons at Hillend for a term.

TRIPS
Sciennes is very centrally located so we take many opportunities to visit the wealth of cultural and
educational establishments on hand in Edinburgh, and also beyond. The Book Festival, Edinburgh Castle,
the Royal Mile, The Museum on the Mound, National Library, National Archives, Georgian House,
Gladstone’s Land, Edinburgh Zoo, the Botanic Gardens, Modern Art Gallery, as well as Craigmillar Castle,
Avondale Farm, The Portrait Gallery, Chambers Street Museum, The Risk Factory, Filmhouse and Scotland
Street Victorian School are some of the many excursions which enhance learning. P3 -P7 visit the Lyceum
each Christmas, P7 have visited East Fortune in connection with their study of World War Two and P4s have
been to the Kelvingrove Museum in connection with their Egyptian project. We also invite groups into school
to perform and give workshops with classes (including Scottish Opera, Generation Science, Dee Isaac’s
Music Students as well as Festival performers), and to present at Assemblies. So many visitors over the
years, but some highlights have been an astronaut from NASA and a Russian cosmonaut as well as the
drummer from Status Quo and a Masai dance troupe.

P1 Local Environment
P2 Scotland Street Victorian School, The Museum of Childhood
P3 Almond Valley Farm, Craigmillar Castle, The Hermitage of Braid
P4 The Museum on the Mound, Chambers Street Museum, City Art Centre
P5 The Old Town, The Royal Mile, Gladstone’s Land, The Georgian House, The Botanic Gardens
P6 Edinburgh Zoo, The National Portrait Gallery, Edinburgh Castle
P7 The Hermitage of Braid, The Water of Leith, The Risk Factory, Edinburgh Castle War Museum, The
National Archives
P3-7 visit the Book Festival in August and the Lyceum Theatre at Christmas. P6 undertake a week long
residential outdoor education course at Benmore Centre and P7 spend a week at Lagganlia Outdoor
Education Centre. We also visit Art Galleries and exhibitions.

Class of 2006, current P6 pupils, when they were in P4 and took part in a John Muir study of a local canal.

P5 Gladstone’s Land

A short walk to Arthur’s Seat and Holyrood Park for P5

MEMORIES OF A DOZEN DECADES IN THE PLAYGROUND

‘The Big Tree’ in the playground
How much has life in the playground changed over the last hundred and twenty years? Former pupils have
helped to build up a picture of how it used to be. One of the most striking differences was the fence which
separated boys from girls until the 1970’s, which must have reinforced the division in the way the sexes
played. Girls became expert at Leapfrog and Handstands, and at manipulating yo-yos and diabolos; later
Jacks were popular. ‘Scraps’ were avidly collected and swapped for many decades. Girls also enjoyed the
kinds of craft activities which were easy to carry and work while standing in the playground: ‘We crocheted
pram covers in many bright colours and made ‘rats’ tails’ with four nails on the end of an empty bobbin, and
odd wool.’References to peevers are frequent:
‘In the playground we played peever beds. We used an empty boot polish tin for a peever. Sometimes the
teachers complained of the noise, so we stuffed the tin with paper to deaden the sound.’
Occasionally, however, the game was banned if the current janitor objected to the practice of chalking on the
ground. ‘Stotting’ games were popular, where a ball was bounced against a wall to the accompaniment of
rhymes and songs.
Mickey mouse is in his house Pulling down his trousers.
Quick Mum, smack his bum
That’s the end of Part One.
You — are — not — It.

Skipping is perhaps the best-remembered girls’ game, and has apparently enjoyed continuous popularity
throughout the school’s existence. It too had a host of accompanying rhymes and chants, for example ‘Evie,
Ivy, turn the rope over, ‘Salt, vinegar, mustard, pepper,’ and ‘Tell me the name of my young man’, where the
player recited the alphabet until she tripped, to find the first letter of her boyfriend’s name. A pupil who
attended Sciennes during the 60’s recalls the pleasures of skipping:
‘We used to have a long, long skipping rope — we would stretch it the entire length of the girls’ playground
and the whole class would join in the game. It was not important that Eleanor was unable to skip, as she
could turn the rope; or that Midge was great at skipping because there were 15 people behind her waiting
their turn so she couldn’t skip for long. We would take turns ‘ca’ing’ the rope.’
Various forms of ‘Tig’ were played by both sexes. Boys favoured aversion called ‘Puck’, where a leather
strap was thrown at the other players by the one who was ‘It’, or ‘Ball Tig’, which was a similar game using a
tennis-ball. ‘Cuddy Loup’ was a boys’ game involving two teams. The first child in one team stood facing the
wall, bent over and rested his hands against it. The second bent down and held on to the first boy’s waist; the
others joined on to form a chain. The first boy in the second team jumped onto their backs and moved to the
front of the chain, and the others followed in succession until the whole team was mounted. They attempted
to stay in place for a count of ten, while the first team tried to throw them off. ‘Hoppie Dig’ was played by two
boys, each standing on one foot. They would fold their arms and charge at each other in an attempt to force
their opponent to put down the other foot. ‘Colly Backy Fights’ were played with two pairs, each consisting
of a horse and a ‘rider’. The two riders tried to pull each other to the ground. ‘Levoy’ is well remembered as a
boys’ game. An area of the playground was designated as ‘den’ - one person was ‘It’; the others stood in the
den. They began with three lives each, but could earn more by running across to touch the opposite wall
without being caught. If they were caught, they lost a life and must stand by the wall, but could be freed if
someone who had not yet been caught ran out and touched them. The game ended when all the players’
lives were lost. Other popular masculine pursuits included conker fights marbles, whips and tops (peeries).
Cigarette cards were swapped and collected as keenly as the girls’ scraps, and could be won and lost in the
game of ‘Blowie’, where each player tried to blow his card so that it covered his opponent’s.Many of these
pastimes were seasonal, as a pupil from the 1920’s recalls:
‘A signal seemed to go round that it was skipping rope time. Then chukkies appeared or yo-yo’s, then
diabolos. All at once scrapbooks were in fashion.’ Many of the rougher games described by former pupils such as Colly Backy Fights and Cuddy Loup - would nowadays be discouraged by playground supervisors
as too dangerous. ‘Stotting’ and other ball games have suffered a similar fate, balls being no longer allowed
in the playground. The tarmac surface of the yard provides little opportunity for scraping marble runs, and
diabolos, whips and tops simply appear to have lost favour. So have all the old pastimes disappeared, as is
popularly supposed? Is the playground a jungle? At first sight it may appear so, but closer investigation
reveals otherwise. New games are constantly appearing, and many of the old ones are still popular. Levoy
continues to flourish, with a clearly defined den in the semi-circle in front of the gate by the janitor’s house.
Skipping, too, is a perennial favourite, but interestingly both activities can now be enjoyed by either sex.
Today’s skipping rhymes include:
Granny’s in the kitchen
Doing a bit of knitting
In comes the bogey-man
And pushes Granny out.
Had a little bumpy car
Number forty-one
Took it round the corner
Policeman saw me
Took me to Jail
All I had was ginger ale.
One -two - three - etc.

Like ‘Tell me the name of my young man’, ‘Gypsy Lee’ is a skipping game which predicts the future,
according to where the player trips over the rope in the final line:
Gypsy Lee
She told me
What my boyfriend’s name would be.
A-B-C-etc.
Will he marry me? Yes - no - yes - etc.
Where will he marry me?
Church - bedroom - bathroom - pigsty - church - etc.
How many babies will we have? One - two - three - etc.
How many nappies shall we have? One - two - three - etc.
Clapping rhymes are very fashionable, but are a strictly feminine preserve. Pairs of girls, facing each other,
perform intricate patterns of hand-clapping to rhymes like the following:
I know a little Dutch girl
Called Hishuliana
And all the boys in the football team
Go ‘Hishuliana!’
How’s your father?
Alright!
Died in the fish shop
Last night
What was he eating?
Raw fish
What did he die like?
Like — THIS! (Falling backwards into partner’s arms)
Coca Cola,
Coca Cola,
Irn Bru, Irn Bru,
Boys have got the muscles
Teacher’s got the brains
We’ve got the sexy legs
We’re going to
Hypnotise and paralyse
And turn around
And FAINT!
My boyfriend gave me an apple
My boyfriend gave me a pear
My boyfriend gave me a (kiss, kiss, kiss)
And threw me down the stair.
I gave him back his apple
I gave him back his pear
I gave him back his (kiss, kiss, kiss)
And threw him down the stair.
I threw him over London
I threw him over France
I threw him over Germany
And he lost his underpants!
See, see, my playmate
Come out and play with me

My dolly’s got the flu
The German measles too
Slide down my drainpipe
And through my cellar door
And we’ll be jolly friends forever more, more,
Shut that door
If you’re late
Shut the gate
And don’t come back till half past eight.
A favourite singing game that involved most of the girls in their side of the playground in the 50’s and60’s
was:
The wind, the wind the wind blows high
The snow comes falling from the sky etc.
Another game girls played was ‘Scarfy’ - one former pupil remembers ‘You joined 3 scarves together making
6 ends that your pals could hold, you then took it in turns to straddle the middle and get bounced into the air
while everyone chanted: Mary Queen of Scots got her head chopped off! On the word off you were bounced
six foot into the air!
Rhymes like this have been described as ‘Phrases of ancient ritual (which) mingle and meet with taxis,
telephones and powder puffs. What is old seldom dies, yet there is always something new appearing - - - Noone asks: What does this mean? The favourite themes are love and death.’ (The Singing Street)
The playground is a fertile breeding place for stylised insults. Those currently in vogue include:
Liar, liar
Your bum’s on fire
Your nose is as long
As a telephone wire.
I’m telling on you
Your eyes are blue
You kissed a boy/girl
In Primary Two.
Copy Cat, Copy Cat
Sitting on the door-mat
A wide variety of organised group games are played, but first it is necessary to decide who will be ‘It’. Each
player puts one foot forward and they are counted out using a rhyme such as the following:
Sky blue
Sky blue
All out but you.
Ibble obble
Black bobble
Ibble obble OUT!
Mickey mouse is in his house
Pulling down his trousers.
Quick Mum, smack his bum
That’s the end of Part One.
You - are - not - It.
A former pupil from the 1960’s remembers starting game by repeating rhymes like:
One potato
Two potato
Or I draw a snake

Playground Nasties
These games included:
Chinese Burns
Deadlegs
Colly Backy Fights
Camel Fights
Levitation
Chariots
Tickle Hand
Paralyse
British Bulldogs ‘Toy’ Fighting
Scissors I Paper! Stone! Fire!
Once this has been settled the game can begin. It might be one of the following:
‘Aeroplane Tig’ When players are caught, they must stand still with their arms outstretched until one of the
others frees them by running under their arm. A variation on this theme is ‘Tunnel Tig’, in which those who
are caught stand with their legs apart and can be freed by someone crawling between them.
‘Days of the Week’ This game is played on the steps running down into the playground. Everyone stands at
the top of the steps, which are each named after a day of the week. The person who is ‘It’ stands facing the
players and tells them which steps to go to ‘Move to Monday', 'Move to Wednesday’ etc. When ‘It’ says
‘Move to Saturday’, all the players go down to the bottom and run around the playground. The first one to be
caught is the next ‘It’

‘Car Tig’ In this game, a car is ‘It’. Everyone stands on the raised platform around the tree. When a car is
spotted coming along the road outside the playground, everyone runs towards the railings and back. If the
car passes them before they can do this, they must freeze; they can be freed next time by those who
reached their destination safely.
‘Lemonade’ is one of several team games which follow a similar pattern, Two teams stand in lines facing
each other. One chooses a profession and a place beginning with the same letter, e.g. an Artist from
America.
Team A: What’s your trade?
Team B: Lemonade
Team A: Where d’you come from?
Team B: America
Team A: Show us your trade if you’re not afraid.
Team B then acts out the trade. When Team A guess correctly, they can chase Team B and try to capture
members for their own team.
Other favourites include the intriguingly named Chocolate Fudge, British Bulldogs, Vote, Kiss Cuddle or
Torture, Prisoner of War, Messengers, Colours and Pully Off The Bench:
One gentleman remembers stealing broken bits of coloured chalk from his tin in the classroom to decorate
his ‘peerie’ with designs. ‘You didnae go out to play with your peerie plain. We had small peeries that went a
long distance, these we called windae breakers, good quality twine, from parcels, helped to make them go
faster’. These activities reveal a high level of organisation and co-operation, as well as an inventive use of
the playground’s physical features. The trees, railings, walls, benches and even the yellow litter-bin all play
their part as reference points in a variety of games, giving a whole new significance to apparently uninspiring
surroundings. Some of today’s games will be familiar to older readers. Others are more recent inventions,
such as ‘Sheddy’, but all are proof of the perennial ingenuity of schoolchildren.

PLAYGROUND FRIENDSHIP SQUAD
Pupils in P4 and P5 wear distinctive tabards and carry toys in a bag, taking on the special role of helping
children join in games.

Playground Friendship Squad (PFS)

Playground Friendship Squad

PRESENT DAY - CELEBRATING 120 YEARS
Slideshow of celebrations
https://vimeo.com/43433126

Sciennes Primary School opened in 1892 and celebrated its 120th year on June 1st 2012 with a birthday
party for our current 640 pupils and their families. The street was closed and families were invited to bring
their own picnic. Thank you to all the families, pupils and staff for a magnificent celebration of Sciennes'
Anniversary. A huge amount of planning and organisation ensured the day was a wonderful success. It was
an exciting start for the children as they arrived to see parents had strung their bunting from early morning.
An army of parents generously baked and iced cupcakes for each of our 640 pupils and Mr John Reid, our
Service Support Officer, built a fabulous perspex tiered cake stand. Callum Stark's mum had a baking blister
from dedicated creaming!

School Secretary Ann Atkinson with her grandson Charlie unveil the new plaque.
Each pupil had an ice pole to enjoy during a whole school playtime in a playground specially extended for the
day by the street closure. Thank you to parent Claire Wheeler from the Sciennes School Council
Communications Group for suggesting and arranging the street closure. Azfar Shafi was presented with a
remote control car at Assembly for his winning school motto "Believe. Achieve" and all staff sported House
coloured t-shirts bearing the new motto. Azfar unveiled the new school plaque with Secretary Mrs Ann
Atkinson and her grandson, Charlie. The sun shone as forecast and it was wonderful to see so many families
enjoying picnics together. Haddows Delicatessen provided a delicious buffet lunch for Sciennes' staff which
we were also able to share with families. Mrs Watson's husband's band kicked off the party in style and Mr
Howie made a splendid DJ with carefully selected songs from time periods throughout the history of the
school.

Graham Watson (left), husband of Class Teacher Kat Watson, led the party off in style with his band.

Learning Assistant Rachel Inglis helps distribute the cupcakes - one for every pupil.

Cupcakes display by Learning Assistant Aliya Tariq
An informal reunion for former staff on Thursday 31st May 6pm-8pm in the School Hall and it was wonderful
to welcome back so many dear friends of the school. Pupils had been invited to create model birthday cakes
and these adorned every alcove.

Class Teachers Claire Ford and Ruth McVicker produced a commemorative song, which takes as its theme
Azfar’ Shafi’s winning school motto Believe • Achieve

Azfar Shafi in P5 coined the winning school motto Believe • Achieve

Class Teacher Claire Ford penned the lyrics for our new school song

Ruth McVicker leading the whole school rendition of Believe•Achieve

Sciennes School Song
BELIEVE	
  •	
  ACHIEVE	
  
	
  

In	
  the	
  year	
  of	
  1892	
  
Our	
  school	
  first	
  opened	
  its	
  doors	
  
And	
  the	
  girls	
  and	
  boys	
  from	
  all	
  around	
  
They	
  arrived	
  in	
  hordes	
  and	
  hordes	
  
CHORUS	
  
Aim	
  high	
  –	
  let	
  your	
  ambitions	
  fly	
  
Always	
  be	
  the	
  best	
  you	
  can	
  be	
  
Believe.	
  Achieve	
  in	
  all	
  you	
  do	
  
And	
  happy	
  you	
  will	
  be	
  
From	
  slates	
  and	
  chalks	
  and	
  inks	
  and	
  nibs	
  
To	
  whiteboards,	
  computers	
  and	
  pens.	
  
You	
  never	
  know	
  what	
  your	
  future	
  will	
  bring	
  
But	
  friends	
  will	
  still	
  be	
  friends.	
  
CHORUS	
  
Aim	
  high	
  –	
  let	
  your	
  ambitions	
  fly	
  
Always	
  be	
  the	
  best	
  you	
  can	
  be	
  
Believe.	
  Achieve	
  in	
  all	
  you	
  do	
  
And	
  happy	
  you	
  will	
  be	
  
Our	
  school	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  happy	
  one	
  
For	
  kids	
  and	
  adults	
  too	
  
And	
  so	
  it	
  will	
  continue	
  
As	
  each	
  person	
  begins	
  anew.	
  
Words by Mrs Ford
Music by Mrs McVicker

Class Teachers Sharon McGhee and Alison MacKintosh painstakingly created this wonderful display to
celebrate wider achievement at Sciennes.

Class Teacher Alison MacKintosh

A whole school community team effort, but particular thanks to Class Teacher Ms Shona
Pearmain and Business Manager Ms Angela Christie for co-ordinating the memorable
event and to Headteacher Mrs Noble for putting into place and overseeing the entire 120th
Anniversary project.

FUTURE
Sick Kids & Sciennes

Royal Hospital for Sick Children, adjacent to Sciennes Primary School
Sciennes has always enjoyed a special relationship with the ‘Sick Kids’ hospital next door.
In the early part of the century a rocking horse and a musical box were presented to the hospital by the
school. Pupils in the playground would wave to patients who were placed outside on the hospital balconies,
at a time when there was great faith in the curative properties of fresh air. Sometimes the situation was
reversed, and during the 1940’s a pupil remembers ‘being in Ward Five or Six of the Sick Kids’ Hospital and
waving to all my friends in the playground.’ Occasionally the relationship became slightly strained - when, for
instance, a craze for roller-skating in the playground was quashed because the hospital complained that the
noise was disturbing its patients! Proximity to the hospital could prove useful in an emergency. One such
occasion made a powerful impression on a girl who had the misfortune to drive a crochet-hook into her knee,
while moving around the classroom during a Craft lesson. She was dispatched next door for treatment, with
two friends for physical (and moral) support. Nearly fifty years later, she recalls:
‘It was very awkward walking with my legs apart and the crochet hook waggling between them with every
step.’ Luckily the offending instrument was successfully removed and her knee ‘healed just fine.’
The neighbourly relationship has continued to the present day, with Sciennes children now actively involved
in fundraising for the hospital.

There is the prospect of a move for our neighbour though and there may be opportunities within that for the
school grounds and building to grow. Parent architect, Guy Morgan, Managing Director of Morgan McDonnell
Architecture, has given a whole new meaning to the term ‘parent helper’ by designing plans for a potential
extension. Parents on the School Council have been actively trying to progress these plans and we look
forward to the next 120 years with optimism that we will be able to cater for and accommodate our children
as best we possibly can.

Guy Morgan’s architectural drawing for potential expansion of Sciennes

Guy Morgan’s architectural plans for potential expansion of Sciennes

Guy Morgan’s architectural plans for potential expansion of Sciennes

Guy Morgan’s architectural drawing for potential expansion of Sciennes.

Guy Morgan’s architectural drawing for potential expansion of Sciennes.

Guy Morgan’s architectural drawing for potential expansion of Sciennes.

Guy Morgan’s architectural drawing for potential expansion of Sciennes.

Sustainability into the Future
When the school opened in 1892 the global population 120 years ago was thought to be one and a half
billion people. It is now estimated, in 2012, to be 7 billion. With more and more people placing ever growing
demands on our planet’s resources, we have seen our pupils take greater interest and effort in using those
resources responsibly.

Two Green Eco flags awarded

We have an active Eco group, with a pupil representative elected in each class. Sciennes has been awarded
two Green Flags in recognition of initiatives to increase recycling and reduce waste, including food waste and
litter. Class Teacher Emma Kelly led a project to build an Eco Garden at the rear of the school, in a
courtyard enclosed by the classroom Huts and Janitor John Reid built a greenhouse made from empty
plastic bottles.

Planting in Sciennes Eco Garden beside the Huts at the rear of the school

Planting trees in the Sciennes Wildlife Garden, opposite the front of the school
Sciennes also promotes Fairtrade during an annual whole school Fairtrade Fortnight led by Class Teacher
Mel Ross.

Class Teacher Melanie Ross

Recycling milk cartons

Recycling paper

Recycling bins at the rear of the school.

Emily Hall Class of 2005 helps make sure lights are switched off.

Active Travel
Sciennes has actively encouraged our children to walk and cycle for more than fifteen years, to promotie
sustainable transport as well as health and wellbeing. Primary Six pupils have undergone Cycle Proficiency
Training for many years and this has recently expanded to Primary One to Primary Five pupils. More
information on our Active Travel blog.

Primary Five pupils cycling in the Meadows.

Business Manager, Angela Christie, arranges and promotes cycle training for our pupils.

Long term friend of the school, Chris Hill, has worked with us over many years to promote cycling and also
use of cutting edge technology.

EPILOGUE
We have seen our use of technology and the Internet grow so quickly over the last 120
years and we are keen to equip our pupils for the ever growing technological demands of
the 21st Century. Who knows what the future will hold, but Sciennes will always strive to
live up to our new motto of Believe and Achieve for all our current and next generations of
present and future pupils, in partnership with all our parents and carers within the Sciennes
Family.

Aim high, let your ambitions fly!

Pictures of Sciennes

Guestbook on school website
Isla
P7's in Choir are going to the Marchmont tree lighting ceremony on Saturday 10th with Mrs Noble and Mrs
McVicker. Sadly Tabitha will miss it she is going back to Nigeria. She will be missed by us all. The Christmas
Fair was great! We made over 150 pounds in Santa's Grotto. I was an elf for Santa.I can't wait for the
Sportshall Athletics competition! MR HOWIE IS THE BEST.
I COULDN'T ASK FOR A BETTER SCHOOL AND I DON'T WANNA TO LEAVE. I WILL MISS SCIENNES.
P7 IS GOING SO FAST!
Holly:D
I love being in p7. Mr Howie's the best. I'm a Junior Road Safety Officer and Lagganlia was great!
Jane Malvod
I can remember this school 20 years ago and just seeing it makes me remember the good old days. Thanks
for my trip back to my early years.
Anouk
Lagganlia was the best!!! Thanks to all the teachers.
Saad Nazir
My brother Shehar-yar is in P7 with Mr Howie. He is the best. I hope Sciennes is still as as awesome as it
was when I was there.
Lauren Rainsford
I went to Sciennes for P1 and P2 before moving to Canada. The education was so great I didn't start learning
again to the equivalent of P6 in Canada no joke.
Ilya
Sciennes is awesome!
Malcolm Sandford
I attended Sciennes school during WW2. We lived in Causewayside and I can remember that we used slates
and chalk, not much paper and pens in those days, happy days!!!!
Caitlyn
I went to Sciennes and had the best time in my life xxxx it's by far the best school ever! I left in primary 5 and
I had Mrs Mcvicar. She is the best teacher ever. Just finished my primary education today and felt this was

appropriate.
Lorna Hendry
I went to Sciennes Primary School and honestly it was the best memory ever. I had Ms Gallagher for two
years best teacher ever!!! and Miss Thompson but she left while I was still in primary 7. I'm 18 now getting
older and got a job. I loved this school it makes me so happy thinking of the memories!!! Fruit Club was the
best!!! I have no contact with anybody in my class at all but I speak to Evelyn Law sometimes over the
internet. Hope Ms Gallagher is well fantastic teacher. love Lorna xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Mark.D
I had great times at Sciennes and Mr Galloway was my personal fave. Sciennes is a great school even
though I left at the end of P5.
Amy H
Had great times at this school.
Clare, Rosie, Ellen
Thanks Ms Gallagher for the great DVD it was really good and a great memory, we miss you lots!!
Clare, Rosie & Ellen xxx
Anna
I love my school so do my friends :) :P
Eilidh Kelly I used t go to Sciennes. It was the best time of my life. Sadly I had to move to another school in
P6. I really want to visit my old class. Please could someone get back to me about how I could do it.
Thank You for the best time ever.
Eilidh Kelly
Asiah Hasan
I went to Sciennes school, I remember it was wonderful.
Martin
I am in s1 but I just want to say thanks to Ms Gallagher for helping me through p6 and 7.
Samihah Mohamad
Hi. I used to go to sciennes in 1994 until 1997. I have learned a lot from there.. I really miss Ms Lucy
Gallagher. hope to hear from her

Friends Reunited links
http://www.friendsreunited.co.uk/img001/Memory/31782ab9-0d55-4684-861b-dff033bb3d08

ORIGINAL TEXT OF CENTENARY BOOKLET BEFORE EDITING, FOR REFERENCE

Digitised by Mary Turner Thomson using OCR (Optical Character Recognition Software)
Extracts from the Log Book
Sciennes School opened on 1st March 1892 with 500 pupils and 16 members of staff, and although ‘not quite
finished’ was described as ‘this large and important school’. New pupils enrolled fast with an ‘unexpectedly
large attendance in the Infant department’ until by May 6th there were over 1000 pupils on the roll. That
month there was a two day holiday for the Queen’s birthday, which was to become an annual event. The
school was formally opened on June 3rd by Lord Reay, with an opening ceremony which included a
‘programme of music, swimming and gymnastics’.
Even in the first few months we find evidence of how prevalent illness was among the children. In June there
was a Measles epidemic, much Scarlet Fever (4 deaths), and on 27th June the school had to be fumigated
by the Public Health Department. Due to the Measles epidemic the summer holidays began four days early.
The staff was ‘inadequate’ (this means there were not enough!) all through the year, and the log book
contains entries of frequent pleas to the School Board. Among the pupils, there must have been fair amount
of truanting as ‘want of attendance officer is felt particularly in the Junior Classes’.
In December 1892 holidays began on the 29th — no mention of Christmas! Another point which seems
strange now is that the school year ran from February to February in those days.
In February 1893 the school had its first taste of international fame when ‘a copy of the timetable with photos
of the swimming bath and manual training department’ were sent to the Chicago exhibition.
By April 1893 the roll was 1354 and the school had its first inspection, followed by a one day ‘Inspection
holiday’. The next month there was ‘lessened attendance on account of Removal Term’ — this shows us
something of the social conditions of the time when it was common for working people to move house when
their tenancies were up for renewal.
In June of 1893 the school was granted a half-day as the football team had won the first competition for the
Inspectors’ Cup, a great achievement. So even then life was not all the 3R’s! On July 6th a day’s holiday was
given for the marriage of the Duke of York to Princess May. The December holidays that year did include
Christmas (it seems to have been variable for some years) and on December 22nd the Infants were treated
to a ‘lantern entertainment’.
In March 1894 the school was closed for one day to be used as a polling station for the School Board
elections, which was to become a regular event. In April woodwork and cookery lessons began, a new
innovation — strictly segregated of course! Summer holidays began later then than now, usually in the later
part of July, a pattern which continued until the Second World War.
The 1890s progressed in this pattern with frequent references to extra work being needed, not just by the
pupils but by pupil teachers. In September 1895 the Board decided that pupil teachers were to have one half
day each week of special instruction, but the Headmaster found ‘considerable difficulty in arranging this’.
Outbreaks of illness occurred every winter, often reaching epidemic proportions, the same illness constantly
recurring — Measles, Whooping Cough, Scarlet Fever, and Diphtheria which is first mentioned in the log
book in 1899.
There were special holidays in these years to: for the laying of the foundation stone of the new North Bridge,
the Queen’s Silver Jubilee and the visit of the Prince of Wales in 1887.
In September of 1897 Preston Street School was opened and some of Sciennes’ crowding was eased.
It was in 1898 that the School Board decided that ‘due to changes in working timetables. . . the school year is
now to run from September to July’. In November the first of the new ‘term examinations’ was introduced.
Senior pupils of course were presented for Leaving Certificates and Merit Certificates (the Leaving Certificate
had been introduced in 1888 and many elementary schools like Sciennes had higher grade departments).

There is an interesting entry in the log book for November 1896: ‘complaint of undue and frequent
punishment occasionally inflicted by the hand . . . all staff warned to exercise the utmost discretion in the
matter of punishment and to confirm to the spirit as well as to the letter of the Board’s regulations’.
The new century opened with continued outbreaks of illness, including Influenza, and not just in winter. In
June 1900 we read ‘Measles, Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever, Whooping Cough more prevalent than in any former
occasion in the history of the school’.
At this time in the outside world of course the Boer War was being fought and on March 1st 1900 pupils were
given a half day for the relief of Ladysmith.
Drawing had now been added to the timetable and girls were now joining the lessons.
There are two noteworthy entries in the log book which seem to show Mr. Murray as a very caring
headmaster:
‘November 12th 1900 teacher formally censured for injudiciously and -without cause. . . charging a
pupil with coming to school untidy and unsuitably dressed’.
‘November 13th 1900 singing master warned by Headmaster after undue severity, without sufficient
cause, punishing a pupil’.
“School closed today for the annual Christmas and New Year Holiday. The annual Lime
Lantern treat to the school kept up attendance very well to the end.
As the result of a collection for a Christmas treat to the children in the Royal Hospital for Sick
Children, now our nearest neighbour, the sum of £5 8/- was gathered, and with it there were
bought a Rocking Horse and a Musical Box
School Log Book, 24th December 1895.”
In January 1901 Queen Victoria died and school was closed for a day — ‘Headmaster and Infant Mistress
tried to let the children understand the great loss the country has suffered’. The May holiday for the
Queen’s birthday would continue to be celebrated, now being renamed ‘Victoria Day’.
On 1st May the headmaster was invited to accompany the Chairman of the Board to London ‘to give
evidence before the Royal Commission on Physical Training (Scotland)’.
1902 was Coronation year and on June 20th schools were granted a whole week’s holiday ‘in honour of the
King’s Coronation’. The building was ‘decorated with bunting ‘. In October Sciennes was visited by the
famous actor Sir Henry Craik of the Scottish Education Department. He was also Commissioner for Physical
Training and was ‘impressed by a fire drill which cleared the classrooms (1100 children) in four and a
quarter minutes’. November 1902 saw the interesting addition of ‘observational lessons in Nature
Knowledge’ to the curriculum.
During the winter and early spring of 1903 infectious diseases were so prevalent that Sanitary Department
officers had to disinfect the school twice in a month! In the warmer weather of May there was a holiday to
celebrate the King and Queen’s visit to the city.
A number of changes took place in the school in 1903. In September room 18 was divided into two small
classrooms, ‘the last classroom of the Juvenile Department to be Subdivided’ — this would seem to
indicate that the classes were being made smaller by then. In the same month the first of the Board’s interschool athletics competitions took place. On 25th September ‘four classrooms on the second floor were
set apart for pupils in the Supplementary Course’. This new course was intended to allow less academic
children to remain at elementary school with a wider range of subjects.
In October 1903 Mr Murray resigned as Headmaster to take up a post with EIS as Secretary and Treasurer
and editor of the Educational News. A presentation from the pupils was made to him on 21st November.
In January 1904 Mr. William Crockett became Head, promoted from Lothian Road School. April saw the first
of many visits by guests from abroad; in this case Herr Salomon, Director of the Lloyd Seminarium in Nass,
Sweden, with his wife.
The first school outing is mentioned in July l9O4 when the ‘six highest classes and teachers visited the
Fountainbridge Historical Exhibition’. In September the first school sports took place, and, on a sad note,
the first death of a member of staff, a Miss Low, after only two days’ illness.

The Supplementary Class continued to expand, Sciennes being the central school in the area, and pupils
from Causewayside and Bristo St. schools were enrolled in January 1905. In May 1905 the school was
closed ‘in honour of the presentation of the Freedom of the City to Miss Flora Stevenson, Chairman of the
School Board’ - surely an early triumph for equal opportunities! Sadly, Miss Stevenson died only four months
later and over 70 pupils and 15 teachers attended the funeral. On the 11th September schools were closed
for the Edinburgh Autumn holiday, which has continued ever since, and there was another holiday that month
for the Royal Review. Another school outing is noted in October when the Infants and their teacher spent the
afternoon on the Blackford Hill, and the following day had a visit to the Royal Scottish Museum ‘to observe
animals of the cat tribe’. Museum visits soon became a regular feature of life at Sciennes.
In 1906 the Pupil Teacher training system was abolished and was replaced with Junior Studentships.
Sciennes became one of the centres for Junior Student training and on November 1st ‘under the scheme of
the Edinburgh Provincial Committee for the practical training of students, 13 students have been
allocated to this school (3 male, 10 female)’.
The Qualifying Examination of January 1907 resulted in 72 pupils being transferred to Boroughmuir Higher
Grade School, and 17 Merit Certificates were also awarded. These exams were held twice a year in those
days, with two leaving dates.
The years between 1907 and 1914 were punctuated by school exhibitions, outings, museum visits, sports
events, and of course the usual recurrent illnesses which affected attendance. In September of 1907 electric
light was installed which must have caused great excitement. In January 1908 the first medical examinations
of schoolchildren began, as the government of the day had become very concerned about the generally poor
standard of children’s health and nutrition.
In 1910, for the first time, a meeting was held for school leavers and their parents at which a ‘visiting member
of the Board addressed the pupils on the advantages of attending the Continuation school. These were
schools which pupils who had left elementary school could attend in the evenings if they had a job, or during
the day if they were unemployed.
On May 9th 1910 King Edward VII died and ‘as the new King was proclaimed in Edinburgh pupils joined
in singing the National Anthem this morning’. On May 11th a service was held ‘referring to the life and
work of the late King’, and on the 20th, the day of the funeral, schools were closed.
During the summer holidays of 1910 a new central heating system was installed in Sciennes, but seems to
have caused problems in the new term as it was not in working order, and there was no swimming until
November 24th.
The Parliamentary election of December 1911 meant another school holiday. However, the most exciting
event of 1911 must have been the Coronation of King George V. On June 20th all the children received
Coronation mugs and on the 23rd, Coronation Day, ‘pupils met in school at 1.30 by order of the Board
then marched to East Meadows and engaged in games and races till interrupted by rain reassembled
in school and were addressed by the Headmaster. Each child was presented with a bag of cakes and
box of rock. After singing the National Anthem and giving three cheers for the King and Queen the
children were dismissed’. The next day was Coronation Holiday.
An interesting entry for November 1911 proves that school work was not quite as dull as those of us who
have grown up in the second half of the twentieth century may think: Nov. 7th ‘50—60 teachers from Falkirk
visited Supplementary classes. They inspected record books, weather observation, graphical
representations, mounted specimens of Botany, maps, diagrams, articles showing co-relation between
woodwork and mathematics’. In December of 1912 we find the first reference to a school party for Supplementary classes.
Medical inspection of the children in 1913 was augmented for the first time by dental examinations, thereafter
held in school every week or fortnight.
The first big event recorded in 1914 was the 6th centenary of the Battle of Bannockburn on June 23rd. The
Headmaster addressed the pupils on the significance of the battle, and on 24th a holiday was given. No
direct mention was made of the outbreak of war in August. The summer holidays ended on 1st September

and on the 2nd ‘Mr. Walker was called up for military duty’, followed on the 18th by Mr. Crocker the
swimming instructor. This was the only reference to the war until October; then on October 8th ‘Warrender
Park School requisitioned by the military authorities - the Board decides to house pupils in Sciennes. Infants
of both schools attend in the mornings but other classes - one school in the forenoon, one in the afternoon
alternate weeks...’. On October 13th members of the School Board arrived ‘to discuss arrangements for
providing dinners for poor children or children whose fathers are at the front’. This was the first time schools
provided dinners.
Frequent concerts and exhibitions were given during the war to raise funds. The first of these was on April
30th 1915 ‘demonstration of May Day games and songs held in the playground the top Supplementary class
also took part and sang the Serbian national anthem collection made for the Serbian fund £10’. Another
teacher left for military duty in May, and in June the first swimming tests were taken by ‘boys under Board’s
instructors’ for certificates of the Royal Life Saving Society.
The war began to affect the timetable in 1915: September 10th - ‘no cookery this week instructress on leave
as instructress in cookery at a training camp’, and on September 22nd - ‘manual instruction to be confined
to Wednesday and Thursday mornings several instructors have volunteered for munition work
subject now for Supplementary boys only’. It is worth noting here that cookery, manual instruction, as well
as sewing and P.T. were still taken by instructors not teachers.
In November 1915 Mr. Crockett, the Headmaster, was forced to resign because of ill health and his post was
taken by Major Whitton from Tollcross School. As Major Whitton was serving at the front, the 1st assistant,
Mr. Richardson, was to take temporary charge. School work carried on throughout the war as normally as
possible. However, by 1916 there were such severe staff shortages in Higher Grade schools that a
Supplementary class teacher was transferred to Boroughmuir. A log entry for May 1917 shows how much the
hardships of war were by then affecting everybody - ‘..cookery instruction for girls in the Supplementary
class discontinued from today in order that demonstrations in wartime cookery may be given to the
public. These take place in the cookery room every afternoon and evening’.
There were more class outings than ever before, perhaps due to staff shortages, perhaps to take the
children’s minds off the terrible events in the world. Whatever the reason, they must have been greatly
enjoyed. However, even - during wartime there were problem pupils; in March 1916 ‘a boy was convicted
at the police court for attempted housebreaking and sent to Wellington Reformatory’.
In September 1916 Mr. Crockett sadly died after only ten months retirement, and on September 19th there
was a half day for his funeral.
The first entry of 1918 is puzzling - ‘closed at 1pm to give pupils an opportunity of visiting the tank’. No
explanation is given; perhaps there are still some former pupils who remember this event.
Later in the year infectious diseases began to spread, so much so that by July 8th, ‘owing to the
prevalence of infectious diseases and on the reorganisation of the Town Council as the Sanitary
Authority of the city, the school was closed from Friday. Announcement made to pupils this morning
that school was immediately dismissed to 3rd September’.
There is no direct reference in the log book to the cessation of hostilities on 11th November. On October 14th
Major Whitton had been able to begin his work as Headmaster having returned safely. However the infamous
Influenza epidemic of that winter certainly affected Sciennes: 1918 October 25th - ‘increased number of
influenza cases’.
October 31st- ‘by order of the Board school closed today to reopen on 21st November, owing to the
prevalence of influenza’. (In December whooping cough also recurred).
1919 February 7th - ‘fresh outbreak of influenza’.
A peace celebration service was not held until July 1919: ‘....names of former pupils who fell in the war
were read out and the pupils saluted the flag at the same time doing honour to the memory of the
fallen heroes’.
In April 1919 an important change took place when the School Board was replaced by the newly elected
Education Authority. On May 28th they granted pupils a half day to see Field Marshal Haig receive the

Freedom of the City.
In July, for the first time, the school sports took place at Nelson’s Ground, Parkside, for boys and girls.
During the 1920’s there were a number of important events and developments which affected Sciennes to
varying degrees. In November 1919 the ‘swimming bath record of 155 lengths (Wm. Tait, Sciennes) was
broken by Thos. Docherty of St. Columba’s R.C. School’, but on the 19th ‘Jeanie Thompson, Supplementary
1 swam 200 lengths of the bath-regained swimming record for her school’.
Outbreaks of Measles, Whooping Cough, Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever continued to be mentioned, although in
June 1920 vaccination was carried out for the first time. In the same month the school catchment area was
enlarged to include the district east of Marchmont Road. The school population continued to grow and in
September 1921 the first huts were erected in the playground. Another sporting success came when the girls
won the Colonel Campbell Cup for proficiency in Overhead Ball in June of 1920 (this was open to all
Education Authority schools). That same year the Education Authority also instigated the Authority sports at
Powderhall.
The poverty of many children in the early twenties is noted when in December 1920 we first read that ‘eight
children received a pair of boots from St. Cuthbert’s Co-operative Association’. This became an annual gift.
From 1923 there was also the Chief Constable’s Boot Fund.
Many children achieved academic success too. In March 1921 Agnes Morris and Charles Cumming were
awarded the Sir Walter Scott essay prizes, and in September J. Barclay gained a Robertson Scholarship in
the Royal High School. Scholarships and bursaries to Heriot’s and the Royal High were thereafter competed
for every year.
The very first cinema visit is mentioned in February 1922 a trip to the King’s Cinema to see ‘The Prince of
Wales Tour’. Later that month there was a holiday for another Royal event, the marriage of Princess Mary.
One big change for teachers came in September 1922 with the introduction of superannuation payments to
be deducted from their salaries!
In May 1923 school photographs were taken, and pupils from Illinois USA wrote looking for pen friends. In
July of that year the King and Queen visited Edinburgh and ‘children attended a massed gathering of
scholars in the King’s Park’.
September 1923 saw the end of Supplementary classes and the introduction of a new ‘Advanced
Department’ for pupils over the leaving age of 14; ‘a large number of pupils from Bristo, Causewayside,
St. Leonard’s, Preston St., South Bridge and Warrender Park have been enrolled’.
In May 1924 Meggatland Recreation Ground was opened and Sciennes was- second in the schools’
championships. That September, Causewayside School was closed and Sciennes’ numbers rose even more.
January 1925 has the first reference to an ‘entertainment’ in the La Scala Cinema, and the Lord Provost’s
treat in the King’s Theatre. Both of these were to become eagerly awaited annual treats for the poorer school
children of Edinburgh.
We must not forget that all this time frequent school inspections took place every year. However the
Inspectors cannot have been such ogres - the main annual Inspection was usually followed by an ‘Inspection
Holiday’ and in April 1925 Sciennes first eleven won the H.M.I. ‘s Football Trophy, previously won by them in
1893.
On May 28th 1925 ‘18 pupils chosen by their class fellows, were guests of Mr. J. Ramsay Macdonald this
afternoon at Waverley Market’. An even more auspicious event in February 1926 was the first wireless
concert given for pupils! The famous General Strike of 1926 is only mentioned once in May as ‘in no way
interfering with attendance’. Much more noteworthy to the headmaster was the first address on ‘Safety
First’ delivered to pupils by an Edinburgh Police Inspector, an indication of the increasing traffic volume.
Many former pupils will remember these lectures and demonstrations in the playground which continued for
many years.
Armistice Day in November 1927 was marked in an innovative way when ‘by wireless the pupils heard
Prince Henry’s speech, the sounding of The Last Post and the playing of ‘The Land o’ the Leal’‘. That
same month eight out of twelve prizes in the ‘Fairy Gas’ competition, for the whole of Scotland, came to

Sciennes. We have been unable to find any explanation of what this was; perhaps some former pupil will
remember.
In March 1928 Mr. Whitton retired as headmaster and was given a presentation by pupils, parents and staff.
One notable feature of Mr. Whitton’s entries in the log book is his obvious interest in the Jewish children of
Sciennes. There are frequent references to the special Jewish holidays which necessitated their absence,
and on one occasion the Rabbi was invited to address the school. No other headmaster in the log books
made any such entries. The new headmaster was Mr. J. Mitchell who also came from Tollcross School.
It is worth noting an entry on October 19th 1928: ‘number of ‘lefts’ was above average, several parents have
removed to new housing estates’. That year, in November, poppies were first sold in school for the Earl Haig
Fund.
An entry for March 1929 shows that poverty was still widespread, especially in the older parts of the city:
‘family of 4 children admitted from North Canongate School record of attendance deplorable show
symptoms of tuberculosis’.
The 28th May 1929 was the ‘six-centenary of Bruce’s granting the Charter to the city’. There was a
holiday and a celebration. Sciennes was to present a tableau for the Pageant, either ‘Queen Mary and her
Four Manes’ or ‘James IV and Margaret Tudor’. Unfortunately the only reference to this is an entry about a
planning meeting on April 23rd.
Mr. Mitchell left Sciennes on June 10th 1929, after only fifteen months, transferring to Portobello Secondary
School, and his post was taken by Mr. Daniel Cameron from Parson’s Green. Shortly afterwards comes the
first mention of the Edinburgh Children’s Holiday Fund, another example of help for the poorer ones- and that
summer seven Sciennes pupils went to Kelty.
In 1928 the school had got its very own wireless but it was not without problems as the first entry for 1930
tells us that it and the wireless in the janitor’s house were ‘thrown out by the change over from direct to
alternating current’. A ‘rectifier’ and a ‘tickle charger’ had to be bought for each at a cost of 6 guineas
(£6.30).
That January of 1930 seems to have been most unpleasant altogether. As well as the usual poor weather
and prevalent illnesses, ceilings in the school were being renewed as they had begun to crumble and so
there were two classes in each room. Colds and lime dust were affecting teachers and pupils and this work
continued, sometimes necessitating half days until March! On February 21st there was a welcome break
when ‘school dismissed at 1.10pm for a skating holiday - an unusual event in recent years’. Finally on March
21st the Authority closed the school until April 28th to make completion of work easier. During this time staff
took their classes to various places of interest all over the city. The annual Safety First demonstration in May
1930 included ‘a working model of the new electric traffic control signals showing red, yellow, green for Stop,
Caution, Go’!
The most important educational change to the schools in 1930 was that in May the Education Authority
became the Edinburgh Corporation Education Committee, as it was to remain for over forty years.
In June the Prince of Wales visited the Royal Infirmary and caused an unexpected treat for class Senior 2
who ‘returned by tramcar from a visit to the National Gallery owing to crowds on the usual walking route by
Forrest Road and the Meadows’. That week also saw dental examinations for pupils, especially the Infants.
The mysterious ‘Fairy Gas’ competition was again held that October with two prizes of 5 shillings (25p) for
essays from Sciennes pupils. On October 10th a special school service was held to remember the ‘National
Disaster’, the loss of the airship R101, destroyed in France on the 5th.
There is an entry in December 1930 which pays tribute to length of service which must have been quite
unusual at that time: ‘Miss Dickieson retiring after 43 years, 43 days in Edinburgh schools, plus four years as
a pupil teacher and two years in Moray House’. A year later another teacher, Miss Sutherland, retired after
37 years with Edinburgh, having taught at Sciennes since 1894.
March 1931 was Census month and time was given to explaining the reasons for this to the children, even
letting senior pupils fill in facsimile forms.
That winter there was another serious outbreak of Influenza affecting many pupils. Many of these children

were still poorly nourished but improvements were gradually coming: ‘March 8th number of pupils who take
advantage of facilities offered by teachers for getting them a daily ration of milk for 1 penny has increased. . .
to Miss Graham, Infant Mistress, belongs the credit for introducing this scheme. . . now being officially
encouraged’. In May diphtheria immunisation began, not just for pupils but for younger brothers and sisters
over six months old too. The first Mental Survey of Scotland was carried out in June with the new
‘intelligence tests’.
Tragically, Mr. Cameron the headmaster died in school on September 6th 1932, which must have been a
terrible shock for staff and pupils alike. His place was taken on November 1st by Mr. William Rattray.
There is an entry for June 2nd 1933: ‘roll decreasing rapidly owing to removals out of the district’. No
doubt this refers to the growing housing estates on the city outskirts to which many families moved for better
conditions. The roll was replenished however in 1934 when Bristo St. School closed.
In November 1936 an important exhibition for ‘Education Week’ took place in the Waverley Market. Teachers
and pupils were much involved in exhibitions, demonstrations, and acting as stewards. No doubt
arrangements were made easier by the ‘external telephone’ which had been installed in school just a month
earlier!
School parties at Christmas became an annual feature in the 1930’s with ‘dancing practices’ for these
beginning in 1937.
The 30’s saw continued developments in Education such as increased wireless lessons, more involvement of
parents, more fundraising ideas such as whist drives and coffee mornings. There were annual safety first
demonstrations as traffic dangers increased, and frequent Temperance lectures warning of other dangers.
Sciennes always performed well in sporting events, winning the Priesthill Trophy, the MP’s Cup etc. several
times. Music was well catered for too; the Infant Percussion Band coming second at the music festival in
1936. The school building was also improved, with extensions to the central heating system.
On quite a few occasions a holiday was given for Royal visits to the city or Royal marriages such as that of
the Duke of Gloucester in 1935. The Silver Jubilee of King George V in May 1935 was marked by gifts of
rock, a holiday, a school offering of 9 guineas (f9.45) to the Princess Margaret Rose Hospital fund, and on
Saturday 11th May Sciennes’ participation in a schools pageant. Less than a year later a less happy holiday
was given for the funeral of the King. May of 1937 saw the Coronation of King George VI (another holiday),
and 460 pupils going to Princes Street on 5th July for the State entry.

Towards the end of the decade of course there were increasing signs of approaching war. In September
1938 the school was closed for a day so that gas masks (‘respirators’) could be distributed. In January 1939
two German Jewish refugee children were enrolled. During March 1939 all the pupils were finally kitted out
with gas masks, the fitting being done by their teachers and at the end of the month letters were sent home
‘with regard to the scheme for evacuating school children in the event of war’. Locally there was a tragic
accident that month when a girl in a junior class was knocked down and killed in Causewayside.
There is one amusing entry in the midst of all the preparations for war. ‘May 12th 1939 - Notice from
Commercial Bank in Warrender Park Road that it had in its safe a savings certificate for £50
belonging to Sciennes School . . . purchased in January 1924 no record of it in school now worth
over £65 and a welcome addition to the school fund’.
The summer holidays of 1939 were set from July 14th to September 1st as usual; however ‘school resumed
on 29th August, teachers having been recalled to arrange for evacuation of the children’. On
September 2nd the first batch - of 827 children, parents and teachers left Blackford Hill Station for Cupar in
Fife, though the Headmaster and some teachers were recalled to town three days later. All that week

teachers were ‘in attendance at school each day from 2-7pm to register schoolchildren whose parents
desire them to be evacuated’, and the following week ‘teachers busy taking a census of all pupils who
will remain in town - 160 boys and 174 girls of this school’. The school was partly closed, and the Infant
Mistress’s room was turned into an RRP wardens’ post. In December there was great loss of attendance
again, through infectious illness, including a case of Scarlet Fever, but education continued: ‘pupils who
remain have been divided into 8 district groups each in charge of a teacher . . . responsible for the education
of the group by visits to their homes or small sections in private houses’. Teachers were also preparing
‘many parcels of books and materials to send to Cupar, Fife’.
By October many evacuees were returning home in spite of air raid warnings. The swimming pool was
opened for small groups of pupils, some groups worked in school, ‘girls were being taught to knit scarves etc.
for soldiers’. On November 17th ‘roll is now 450 medical inspection by nurse doctor has been mobilised’. In
December work began on building four air raid shelters in the playground. By January of 1940 all pupils
except the Infants were back in school on a two shift system, and in February the completion of inside
shelters for Infants meant they could return too. Some children, of course, remained in Cupar. Further
batches of evacuees were sent off during 1940, some in Scotland, about 40 overseas; and others came
home, all making the roll very erratic.
By May school gardening had been started ‘on a piece of land in Warrender Park Road’ where ‘a quantity
of potatoes and vegetables have been planted by boys of 4a and 4b’. In September the classrooms
used by the Continuation classes were blacked out, new shelters in the basement were begun, and there
had been a few air raids. On October 11th 1940 ‘dropping of bombs on houses in Marchmont Crescent
on Monday night affected many pupils though none was injured’. The air raids meant that it was
necessary to arrange for ‘fire watchers in schools at night all staff have volunteered for this duty’. This
had to go on during holidays too, of course, and teachers had to be ready to be recalled from holiday if
needed.
After the excitement of those first months of the war, school life seems to have settled down to as normal a
routine as possible.
Mr Rattray retired in September 1941 and was replaced by William S Birrell. There were outbreaks of illness,
shortages of milk, and in March 1942 ‘a beginning was made in serving dinners to children in school 60
attended’; by April there were 160 and the cloakroom in the huts was to be converted into a scullery.
In 1942 the summer holidays began on July 3rd and ended on 24th August, setting the pattern with which we
are now familiar. That year also saw the first crossing attendant at Causewayside, and the first audiometric
tests for children. November began with mass vaccination - and much absenteeism for the rest of the week!
Even during the holidays meals continued to be served in school, most of the time by the janitor and his
assistants. Despite the hardships and upheavals, Sciennes’ academic successes continued with bursaries to
Heriot’s or the Royal High as well as prizes to former pupils at Boroughmuir.
By 1944 there was a decrease in the number of children taking school meals - ‘char now 5d a meal’ (about
2p). There were mumps and measles epidemics. In August some evacuee children from London and
Southern England enrolled in Sciennes, probably because of the V rocket attacks, but many returned home
in October. By this time school meals during holidays had stopped.
When the war finally ended there were holidays for VE celebrations (8th and 9th May 1945) and the ‘whole
school witnessed the passing of Royal visitors in Grange Road’. That August there is a small historic log
entry for peacetime: ‘Mrs. Ross and Mrs. Whiteford continue here after marriage’. In September pupils
paraded for the second Royal visit of the year. November 1st and 2nd were holidays for VJ celebrations, if a
little belated, and by then the school’s brick partitions and shelters had begun to be demolished.
The first great innovation in school life after the war was probably the school camp holiday, the first group

going to Middleton Camp in June 1946. Parents were being increasingly invited to school, not just to formal
meetings but exhibitions of work and social events, In August 1947 the classrooms were all redecorated, and
in November there was a holiday for the marriage of Princess Elizabeth to Prince Philip of Greece.
Mr. Birrell retired in 1948, replaced by Mr. Norman Henderson. An Influenza epidemic in early March greatly
affected attendance. Although that year the Education Committee gave the school its first ‘cinema projector’
we know that there were still great shortages of basic items. On 17th June ‘4 cartons of sugar each 54 lbs
received as a gift from Senor Pedro Rodriguez, Andorra Sugar Mill, Havana, Cuba (co British
Legation) was distributed to the pupils’.
In December there was great loss of attendance again, through infectious illness, including a case of Scarlet
Fever at Dr. Barnardo’s Home which meant ‘loss of 112 attendances from one source’. This is the first
reference to the pupils who came from Dr. Barnardo’s Home in Oswald Road. On the 16th ‘an Imperial
typewriter was supplied to the school by the Education Committee’ - this must have been a great
innovation to merit an entry in the logbook. The colds ‘flu and infectious diseases continued through the
winter into the beginning of the new decade. On February 23rd l950 the school was closed for the General
Election. That August ‘the new Schools (Scotland) Code 1950 came into operation. . . namely that
classes be named Primary 1 (Infants) up to Primary 7’. The remainder of 1950 and 1951 passed with little
change to the routine pattern of events except that from 1950, the annual Christmas carol service was held in
Argyle Place Church rather than in-school.
Early in February 1952 ‘information was received during the course of Infant wireless lesson that King
George VI had died this morning’. On the 8th the new Queen was proclaimed at the Mercat Cross in the
High Street and ‘arrangements were made by which all primary pupils heard the ceremony’. There was
a memorial service in Argyle Place Church on the morning of, the funeral for all but the Infants who had a
service in school and pupils were sent home after these . A George VI Memorial Fund was set up and in
November three Sciennes pupils presented £36-i Os (36.50) to the Lord Provost at the City Chambers.
1953 was of course Coronation Year, but early in the Spring there was a very sad occurrence for the school:
‘April 28th - a storm last night uprooted the willow tree in the boys’ playground this tree had been
there since before the school was built in 1892’ and had managed to survive two wars and generations of
little boys! On May 29th a Coronation service was held in Argyle Place Church and ‘after the service the
pupils returned to school where Coronation beakers, gifted by the City of Edinburgh Corporation,
and sweets, presented by Messrs. W & M Duncan Ltd, were presented to the children no school
dinners issued - dismissal at 1pm’.
Thereafter June 1st, 2nd and 3rd were holidays.
In August 1953 the galleries were removed from rooms 9,10,11 and 14 though unfortunately ‘modern
furniture is not yet available’. ‘Parents’ Nights’ began that year when on June 29th ‘several hundred
parents conferred with teachers’.
On 22nd March 1954 there was an ‘intimation from the Education Office that Mr. W. Robertson, Headmaster
of Abbeyhill School, has been appointed Headmaster of Sciennes School as from 23rd August 1954’, though
there is no reason given. The last log book ends on June 24th 1954, after the interscholastic sports at
Meadowbank and the closing concert and distribution of prizes, with the entry: ‘Mr. W. Robertson,
Headmaster of Abbeyhill School, visited to consult the Headmaster’.

1960s
The Box Brownie on the TV Train
A highlight in the 60’s for all senior pupils was an away-day on the ‘T.V. Train’.
Duffle bags packed and anoraks zipped we marched to Blackford Station. The actual destination didn’t
matter — we were happy to have a day out away from Sciennes.

Each carriage had a black and white TV monitor (very hi-tech in those days). This was linked to a closed
circuit TV camera in the guards van.
Those of us brave enough would go along to this shoogly studio as the train thundered through the
countryside and sing our own renditions of “Bachelor Girl” by Cliff Richard to entertain our pals watching in all
the carriages.
When we got fed-up with this we would get our Kodak Brownie Box 127 cameras out and take endless
pictures of the countryside.
When we arrived at such destinations as Crianlarich or Berwick -upon-Tweed we got out of the train to eat
our lunch and play in the local park — where even the headmaster Mr. Robertson would join in the fun.
On returning to Edinburgh we were allowed to choose which station we would get off at: Blackford or
Newington.
Just to be different and get away from the teachers most of us would choose Newington Station even though
it was further to walk home.

SHADOW OVER SCIENNES – memories of a young girl, who was a pupil during the
years of the First World War – Mary Hopkirk
The Perfect Pupil
Seven years without a single day off!
Jeannie Hopkirk was a pupil at Sciennes with perfect attendance for seven years, during the period
1905 — 1912. She was rewarded with this silver medal, presented to her by the School Board. Her
sister Mary recalls ‘What an amazing feat this was, considering the living and health conditions of
those days’.
I went to Sciennes School in the year 1908. I spent six happy years there. I liked my teachers, the subjects
that I was taught, and the various activities in which we participated.
All this happiness came to an abrupt end, one day in August, in the year 1914 - the First World War began.
School days were never the same again - neither was the school, because the pupils of Warrender Park
School were merged with Sciennes.
Soldiers were billeted in Warrender Park School. I now attended School on alternate weeks. One week from
08.30am until l2.30pm and the next week from 12.45pm to 4.45pm.
Much worse than this was to follow. I had been taught to swim at Sciennes School - and I enjoyed it - also I
liked gymnastics. But now, the Swimming Pool and the Gymnasium were given over to be used by the
Military only. The loss of these facilities was resented by many of the children.
The war was brought to our attention in other ways. Many wounded soldiers were resident in the Salisbury
Green - Marchhall area, where the University Pollock Halls are to-day.
Our nimble hands were used to help the war effort. Large quantities of a moss called Spagnum were laid out
on tables, around which we stood. We picked and teased the moss. A job we did well. Later - adults would
make some type of bandages, and, these pads would be used by wounded soldiers.
There were many individual acts of heroism during the Great War - but the one which attracted the most
attention of school children was the death of Jack Cornwell - not much older than the pupils of Sciennes
School, when he lost his life at the Battle of Jutland in the year 1916.
Young Jack stayed at his post - serving the giant gun until the mighty battle cruiser finally disappeared below
the waves, taking the boy Jack and many of his colleagues to their watery graves. For his valour and
courage Jack was awarded the highest military decoration his country could give - the Victoria Cross.
I still look at a photograph of Jack Cornwell. It is on a stamp, and the inscription reads: ‘In Aid of the ‘Jack
Cornwell Ward’ at the Star and Garter Home’.
I believe this hospital was in England. I contributed One Penny to the Weekly Collection!

Years of Peace and War
On Armistice day the children were marched to a church in Roseburn Terrace and at 11 had two
minutes silence
A former pupil remembers sitting in a classroom with what seemed like very many other children and being
given an empty shoe box and a small bundle of old socks, pieces of knitted material or old tweed and being
told to unravel them and fill the shoe box. She does not say if she knew what this was for!
As Warrender Park School was taken over by the army, their pupils had to ‘share’ Sciennes, so a shift
system was introduced. Sciennes children attended school one week from 8.30 to 12.30 and the following
week from 12.45 to 4.45 pm. The children from Warrender Park attended, with their teachers, in the same
pattern afternoon or morning. One former pupil remembered they were no longer allowed the use of the
swimming pool or gym as these too had been requisitioned by the army. At the time he resented this but later
as an adult appreciated that their need was probably greater!
On a more serious note several former pupils told us about a little girl called Alice Bell who was unlucky
enough to receive facial scarring in the first ever Zeppelin raid over Edinburgh. This unfortunate child was the
subject of much interest to adults who used to come to the school and ask to see her. Her classmates
remember feeling very sorry for her! (Her sister was killed in the raid and this information interested her
classmates, not her scarred face).
The period of the First World War was not a happy time for the children at Sciennes and they must have
been glad when Armistice Day arrived. On Armistice Day the children were all marched to church for a
service and at 11 had a two minute silence. One pupil remembers singing and dancing in the streets. Every
pupil was presented with a box of Edinburgh rock, a big bag of tea bread and a medal with ‘PEACE’
inscribed on it. This medal was worn on each 11th of November to the Armistice service.
One of our former pupils, an old lady of 93 now living in New Zealand, remembers the Coronation of Edward
VII as one of her earliest memories. She was lifted out of bed and taken out into the street to see the bonfire
which had been lit on top of Arthur’s Seat as part of a nationwide chain.
After a period of depression, the country was again plunged into war. Once again the children of Sciennes
were affected. At the end of March 1939 all the pupils were fitted with gas masks issued in cardboard boxes
with strings. Later more durable containers were found made of leather, tin or canvas. On the first day of the
war they were to be evacuated to Cupar and several hundred children were marched to Blackford Hill Station
along with 18 teachers and helpers. One lady remembers being evacuated in this way with her sister and
returning the same day as no-one would take them — perhaps one of the shortest evacuations of the war! At
least one of the teachers never returned: she married a Fifer. Other pupils whose parents did not want them
to go were taught initially in groups of about 12 in private houses. Later they were taught in a hall in Gifford
Park. It seems that most of those who did go only stayed a few months before returning to Edinburgh. It must
have been around this time that air raid shelters were erected in the playground. Four shelters were built in
all, two on the girls’ side and two on the boys. Two of them were built under the existing shelters and the
other two by the railings. These were primitive affairs, made of brick with concrete roofs. Inside were only
long wooden forms to sit on. Luckily they were only used for air raid drills and never for an actual attack. The
basement of the school was also used as a shelter. The Sciennes area was not much bombed but
Marchmont Crescent was hit on a night in October 1940. After that the staff did fire duty at night.
The war with its rationing must have seemed endless to small children even although they were ingenious at
producing sweets for themselves using the available materials like sugar ally water which was liquorice root
mixed with water. One former pupil remembers the odd occasion when oranges were available to children on
ration.
VE Day must have been greeted by the children with delight and they had a holiday on 9th May 1945. Shortly
after this all school children were issued with a personal message by the King. The one shown here belongs

to a former pupil of Sciennes and has her family’s war record on the back.

Routines and Traditions
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·

Marching, Punishment, Sport, Music, Playing, Teaching.
The school building outwardly looks very similar now to the way it looked in 1892 when it was first opened.
However as may be expected, it has altered significantly internally and to some extent externally over the
century.
Originally the playground was divided down the middle by a railing to keep the sexes apart. Girls on the left
and boys on the right. There were also several more trees as can be seen in the photograph. The toilets at
this time were outside where the present ones are but not attached to the building. (The janitor’s office, new
toilets and dining hall did not exist then) One lady remembers they were simply open cubicles with no
flushes, sinks or toilet paper They used to go along the row saying stinking, fresh, trying to choose one to
use! Drinking water was provided from fountains in the back wall of the shelters, painted green with two iron
mugs hanging from them on chains. Before the Second World War the children were summoned to school in
the morning by the bell in the bell tower on the roof. The rope that rang it hung down into a recess in the
stairwell. Final year pupils remember having the privilege of pulling it sometimes.
Sciennes was unusual for its time in having a swimming pool. In the early days the gym was in the basement
beside the swimming pool. Many former pupils mentioned the pool with pride and even boast about it now —
the school with the pool! It looks strange to us with its dark walls and odd equipment. The present gym was
classrooms for the first part of the century, divided by huge sliding wooden partitions which were pushed
aside for assemblies. The class rooms at the ends had desks in tiers which were in place for at least 60
years. This is why the windows are so far up the walls!
The first floor contained a lovely sunny sewing room. Only girls were taught to sew and knit with a regu4ar
sewing teacher. Many letters from former pupils praised the teaching of such particular skills which they
continue to use today. One lady however remembers making huge bloomers which she describes as large
enough for barrage balloons! Some former pupils still have items they made at Sciennes. On the top floor
were woodwork and cookery rooms complete with black-leaded stoves which the pupils had to polish. At
least one former girl pupil remembers cookery lessons with loathing-no seasoning and lots of grease!
Nowadays the top floor has P6 and P7 classrooms while the Learning Support Room and TV Room have
been created on the first floor.
The most recent alteration to the school has been the creation of the infant library out of one of the ground
floor cloakrooms.
As mentioned above, the dining hall did not exist until the sixties. Most children went home for lunch as fewwomen worked then and the catchment area was more circular. Meals were ten at one point in the huts
erected in the back playground, served from huge cauldrons
- not remembered with relish! These were used originally as classrooms and were remembered fondly by
some with their wooden verandas. More recently they were used as stores but were removed a few years
ago.
MARCHING
Almost without exception all former pupils who contacted us remember the tradition of marching into school
and to their classrooms to music. When the bell was rung at the start of the day all the children would line up
in pairs as today, but then they would march in to the sound of marches played on a piano situated on the
first floor. In later years it was replaced by a record player. Many remember various teachers playing this
piano and the strict discipline kept over marching in time, including having their legs belted for getting out of
step!
TEACHING METHODS
When the school first opened, classes were often 60 strong, often bare-foot, accommodated in the tier
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seating. Later this dropped to 40 and then to the present day 33 maximum. However teaching methods were
needless to say very different! Learning was mainly done by rote, very boring in many former pupils’
memories! Class reading was particularly hated, with the whole class having to wait while everyone took their
turn at reading. In the early days slow children were kept back to repeat a year and worst disgrace of all was
the dunce’s cap.
Slates were the normal method of writing for many years. Each desk had a slot in the front to hold the slate
while not in use and each child .had to provide a box with a wet sponge for cleaning the slate. These often
got smelly! The screeching in the infants class must have been horrendous. Later older pupils graduated
onto dip pens and ink wells.
Testing was commonplace. One former pupil remembers being moved up the tiers if you did well in spelling.
Another remembers having mental arithmetic tests weekly and getting 6 old pennies if you were first (paid
out of the teacher’s own pocket!). In the 40’s and 50’s the infant mistress used to test infants herself regularly
on reading and tables. The final test for many was the ‘quali’ or qualifying exam at the end of primary seven.
Doing well meant entrance to Boroughmuir senior secondary or James Clark for the more technically
minded.
REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS
Discipline was strict and pupils were frequently belted often for minor misdemeanours. One former pupil
remembers being belted for breaking a ruler, another being spanked for playing with a toy car in class. One
child remembers cooling the weals on her wrists on the tiled corridor wall, and being careful to hide the
marks from her parents at home otherwise she would be punished again for ‘giving the teachers problems’.
Belting was also the norm for many years for being late for school with no excuses acceptable . One of the
saddest stories about ‘first days at school’ that we were told concerned a small boy who started school in
1915. ‘My brother, six years older than me, took me to school. In those days everybody lined up in the
bottom playground and marched in. A teacher stopped all latecomers at the foot of the stairs - my brother
was late, but I was half an hour early for the Infant class. When Mr. Watt came into the hallway everybody
held out their hands. So I held out mine and got belted with everybody else. It was a nice start to my
schooldays.’ Changed days indeed!
However rewards were also common and the school used to have a Dux. Medals were also handed out for
good attendance and merit certificates for good work. Several former pupils told us of books like Little
Women and Bibles handed out as prizes.
MUSIC AND SPORTS
The school has always thought music important and violin has been taught to the musically able from P4 up
for most of the century and is still very popular today.
The school has also had an orchestra for many years and any child having played for two years can join.
Recorder has also been taught by the Sciennes School Association with about 60 learning in 1991. Singing
too is remembered right through the century with pleasure.
Football has been an important part of Sciennes school life from its earliest days as can be seen in the early
team photograph. We still have thriving teams today with several cups and shields to their name. In the last
few years we have had a girl’s team too. The girls have had a successful netball team.
Gym in some form or another has been included in the school week right through the century, although in the
early days it seemed to have been haphazard. Some mention swimming for the girls while the boys had gym
and vice versa. Many former pupils mentioned swimming which in early days was unusual in a primary
school. Some enjoyed it tremendously, others were less enthusiastic - wearing hand-knitted swimming
costumes, freezing cold and having ‘shivery bites’ to stop your teeth chattering afterwards! It is still part of
today’s curriculum but hopefully a less chilly experience!
Dancing was also taught to senior pupils leading up to the ‘qualifying dance’.
UNIFORM
Information on uniform when the school first opened is vague. From class pictures we see most girls in large
lace collars and pinafore overdresses while the boys wore suits with Eton collars. Footwear for boys and girls
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was button boots provided free to needy children by the police benevolent fund.
However no doubt normal dress was less fancy and many would have had bare feet. Later a traditional
uniform as we understand it was introduced with a blue and white striped tie and a red blazer badge. More
recently this has changed to a gold and navy striped tie with a gold blazer badge. Nowadays the most
popular clothing at school is the less formal tracksuit uniform in navy and red.
CURIOUS TRADITIONS
To conclude this chapter there is one curious piece of information passed on to us from two different sources
which we felt was worthy of mention — an unusual method of early child care. Seemingly in the early part of
the century pupils sometimes were sent to school in the afternoon with a pre-school sibling if mother was
busy. These small children were taken into class and sat beside their older brother or sister. If the
headmaster appeared they were stuffed under the desk where they remained silent until he left. One lady
recalling this practice now realises the headmaster must have known about it and turned a blind-eye. No
doubt he realised it was a social necessity sometimes.

Ghost in the Attic
There is currently a chilling story in Sciennes about a ghost who haunts the attic. Many children claim to have
heard the awful rattling of milk crates behind the attics locked doors.
Each day there are children (normally P5’s) who make the terrible journey to the top floor to check this out.
This involves hiding in a series of cloakrooms at playtime, escaping the teacher’s watchful eye and giving
Mrs. Bell the slip, only to find themselves alone at the attic door listening to the sound of their own thumping
heart beats.
The awful truth about this locked door can now be revealed in the school’s 120th year.
One morning in the late 1960’s, Mr. Melrose the janitor was stacking milk crates with the help of some senior
boys. They were working outside the North East attic when the janitor was called away. Six curious boys took
their chance and entered the attic - only five came out.
The headmaster Mr. Robertson was immediately called to the scene. ‘Where has that boy gone?’ he
demanded.
‘Just disappeared!’ claimed the others.
‘Rubbish! Boys don’t just disappear,’ he shouted angrily.
One further step inside the attic revealed the awful truth.
A shaft of light shone up-through a round gaping hole where ‘Ricky’ had fallen through the plaster ceiling to
the classroom below.
Room 16 was in chaos. In the middle of their arithmetic test Ricky had dropped out of the sky and landed
softly on a girl in the second front row.
Ricky escaped almost unscathed (apart from his row) but the girl ended up in the Sick Kids with a broken
collar bone and a lung full of plaster dust. The teller of this true tale although wishing to remain anonymous
admits to being one of Mr. Melrose’s helpers on that fateful day.
All that’s left in the way of evidence is a strange lumpy circle in Mrs. Young’s classroom ceiling where the
hole was hurriedly repaired.

Quotes
Miss Claperton 1950-60 - ‘known as Clappy Hands, as we marched to class she pounded the piano and
clapped her hands in rhythm’ Stewart Curruthers, Haddington.
Miss Dickinson 1920-30 - ‘delightful, truly dedicated and caring’
Mr Beaton 1930-40 - ‘gave dancing lessons for the Qualifying Dance and chose Jean Inglis to demonstrate
the Polka with him which was great fun’

Sick Kids & Sciennes
Sciennes has always enjoyed a special relationship with the ‘Sick Kids’ hospital next door.
In the early part of the century a rocking horse and a musical box were presented to the hospital by the
school.
Pupils in the playground would wave to patients who were placed outside on the hospital balconies, at a time
when there was great faith in the curative properties of fresh air. Sometimes the situation was reversed, and
during the 1940’s a pupil remembers ‘being in Ward Five or Six of the Sick Kids’ Hospital and waving to all
my friends in the playground.’
Occasionally the relationship became slightly strained - when, for instance, a craze for roller-skating in the
playground was quashed because the hospital complained that the noise was disturbing its patients!
Proximity to the hospital could prove useful in an emergency. One such occasion made a powerful
impression on a girl who had the misfortune to drive a crochet-hook into her knee, while moving around the
classroom during a Craft lesson. She was dispatched next door for treatment, with two friends for physical
(and moral) support. Nearly fifty years later, she recalls:
‘It was very awkward walking with my legs apart and the crochet hook waggling between them with every
step.’
Luckily the offending instrument was successfully removed and her knee ‘healed just fine.’
The neighbourly relationship has continued to the present day, with Sciennes children now actively involved
in fundraising for the hospital.

Playground Games
How much has life in the playground changed over the last hundred years? Former pupils have helped to
build up a picture of how it used to be.
One of the most striking differences was the fence which separated boys from girls until the 1970’s, which
must have reinforced the division in the way the sexes played.
Girls became expert at leapfrog and handstands, and at manipulating yo-yos and diabolos; later jacks were
popular. ‘Scraps’ were avidly collected and swapped for many decades. Girls also enjoyed the kinds of craft
activities which were easy to carry and work while standing in the playground: ‘We crocheted pram covers in
many bright colours and made ‘rats’ tails’ with four nails on the end of an empty bobbin, and odd wool.’
References to peevers are frequent:
‘In the playground we played peever beds. We used an empty boot polish tin for a peever. Sometimes the
teachers complained of the noise, so we stuffed the tin with paper to deaden the sound.’
Occasionally, however, the game was banned if the current janitor objected to the practise of chalking on the
ground.
‘Stotting’ games were popular, where a ball was bounced against a wall to the accompaniment of rhymes
and songs.
Mickey mouse is in his house Pulling down his trousers.
Quick Mum, smack his bum
That’s the end of Part One.
You — are — not — It.
Skipping is perhaps the best-remembered girls’ game, and has apparently enjoyed continuous popularity
throughout the school’s existence. It too had a host of accompanying rhymes and chants, for example ‘Evie,
Ivy, turn the rope over, ‘Salt, vinegar, mustard, pepper,’ and ‘Tell me the name of my young man’, where the
player recited the alphabet until she tripped, to find the first letter of her boyfriend’s name. A pupil who
attended Sciennes during the 60’s recalls the pleasures of skipping:
‘We used to have a long, long skipping rope — we would stretch it the entire length of the girls’ playground

and the whole class would join in the game. It was not important that Eleaoor was unable to skip, as she
could turn the rope; or that Midge was great at skipping because there were 15 people behind her waiting
their turn so she couldn’t skip for long, we would take turns ‘ca’ing’ the rope.’
Various forms of ‘Tig’ were played by both sexes. Boys favoured aversion called ‘Puck’, where a leather
strap was thrown at the other players by the one who was ‘It’, or ‘Ball Tig’, which was a similar game using a
tennis-ball.
‘Cuddy Loup’ was a boys’ game involving two teams. The first child in one team stood facing the wall, bent
over and rested his hands against it. The second bent down and held on to the first boy’s waist; the others
joined on to form a chain. The first boy in the second team jumped on to their backs and moved to the front
of the chain, and the others followed in succession until the whole team was mounted. They attempted to
stay in place for a count of ten, while the first team tried to throw them off.
‘Hoppie Dig’ was played by two boys, each standing on one foot. They would fold their arms and charge at
each other in an attempt to force their opponent to put down the other foot.
‘Colly Backy Fights’ were played with two pairs, each consisting of a horse and a ‘rider’. The two riders tried
to pull each other to the ground.
‘Levoy’ is well remembered as a boys’ game. An area of the playground was designated as ‘den’ - one
person was ‘It’; the others stood in the den. They began with three lives each, but could earn more by
running across to touch the opposite wall without being caught. If they were caught, they lost a life and must
stand by the wall, but could be freed if someone who had not yet been caught ran out and touched them. The
game ended when all the players’ lives were lost.
Other popular masculine pursuits included conker fights marbles, a1whips and tops (peeries). Cigarette
cards were swapped and collected as keenly as the girls’ scraps, and could be won and lost in the game of
‘blowie’, where each player tried to blow his card so that it covered his opponent’s.
Many of these pastimes were seasonal, as a pupil from the 1920’s recalls:
‘A signal seemed to go round that it was skipping rope time. Then chukkies appeared or yo-yo’s, then
diabolos. All at once scrap books were in fashion.’
Many of the rougher games described by former pupils - such as Colly Backy fights and Cuddy Loup - would
nowadays be discouraged by playground supervisors as too dangerous. ‘Stotting’ and other ball games have
suffered a similar fate, balls being no longer allowed in the playground. The tarmac surface of the yard
provides little opportunity for scraping marble runs, and diabolos, whips and tops simply appear to have lost
favour.
So have all the old pastimes disappeared, as is popularly supposed? Is the playground a jungle? At first sight
it may appear so, but closer investigation reveals otherwise. New games are constantly appearing, and many
of the old ones are still popular. Levoy continues to flourish, with a clearly defined den in the semi-circle in
front of the gate by the janitor’s house. Skipping, too, is a perennial favourite, but interestingly both activities
can now be enjoyed by either sex. Today’s skipping rhymes include:
Granny’s in the kitchen
Doing a bit of knitting
In comes the bogey-man
And pushes Granny out.
Had a little bumpy car
Number forty-one
Took it round the corner
Policeman saw me
Took me to Jail
All I had was ginger ale.
One -two - three - etc.
Like ‘Tell me the name of my young man’, ‘Gypsy Lee’ is a skipping game which predicts the future,
according to where the player trips over the rope in the final line:

Gypsy Lee
She told me
What my boyfriend’s name would be.
A-B-C-etc.
Will he marry me? Yes - no - yes - etc.
Where will he marry me?
Church - bedroom - bathroom - pigsty - church - etc.
How many babies will we have? One - two - three - etc.
How many nappies shall we have? One - two - three - etc.
Clapping rhymes are very fashionable, but are a strictly feminine preserve. Pairs of girls, facing each other,
perform intricate patterns of hand-clapping to rhymes like the following:
I know a little Dutch girl
Called Hishuliana
And all the boys in the football team
Go ‘Hishuliana!’
How’s your father?
Alright!
Died in the fish shop
Last night
What was he eating?
Raw fish
What did he die like?
Like — THIS! (Falling backwards into partner’s arms)
Coca Cola,
Coca Cola,
Irn Bru, Irn Bru,
Boys have got the muscles
Teacher’s got the brains
We’ve got the sexy legs
We’re going to
Hypnotise and paralyse
And turn around
And FAINT!
My boyfriend gave me an apple
My boyfriend gave me a pear
My boyfriend gave me a (kiss, kiss, kiss)
And threw me down the stair.
I gave him back his apple
I gave him back his pear
I gave him back his (kiss, kiss, kiss)
And threw him down the stair.
I threw him over London
I threw him over France
I threw him over Germany
And he lost his underpants!
See, see, my playmate
Come out and play with me
My dolly’s got the flu
The German measles too

Slide down my drainpipe
And through my cellar door
And we’ll be jolly friends forever more, more,
Shut that door
If you’re late
Shut the gate
And don’t come back till half past eight.
A favourite singing game that involved most of the girls in their side of the playground in the 50’s and60’s
was:
The wind, the wind the wind blows high
The Snow comes falling from the sky etc.
Another game girls played was ‘scarfy’ - one former pupil remembers ‘You joined 3 scarves together making
6 ends that your pals could hold, you then took it in turns to straddle the middle and get bounced into the air
while everyone chanted:
Mary Queen of Scots got her head chopped off!
On the word off you were bounced six foot into the air!
Rhymes like this have been described as ‘Phrases of ancient ritual (which) mingle and meet with taxis,
telephones and powder puffs. What is old seldom dies, yet there is always something new appearing - - - Noone asks: What does this mean? The favourite themes are love and death.’ (The Singing Street)
The playground is a fertile breeding place for stylised insults. Those currently in vogue include:
Liar, liar
Your bum’s on fire
Your nose is as long
As a telephone wire.
I’m telling on you
Your eyes are blue
You kissed a boy/girl
In Primary Two.
Copy Cat, Copy Cat
Sitting on the door-mat
A wide variety of organised group games are played, but first it is necessary to decide who will be ‘It’. Each
player puts one foot forward and they are counted out using a rhyme such as the following:
Sky blue
Sky blue
All out but you.
Ibble obble
Black bobble
Ibble obble OUT!
Mickey mouse is in his house
Pulling down his trousers.
Quick Mum, smack his bum
That’s the end of Part One.
You - are - not - It.
An FP from the 60’s remembe5rs starting game by repeating rhymes like:
One potato
Two potato
or I draw a snake

Playground Nasties
These games included:
Chinese Burns
Deadlegs
Colly Backy Fights
Camel Fights
Levitation
Chariots
Tickle Hand
Paralyse
British Bulldogs ‘Toy’ Fighting
Scissors I Paper! Stone! Fire!
Once this has been settled the game can begin. It might be one of the following:
‘Aeroplane Tig’ When players are caught, they must stand still with their arms outstretched until one of the
others frees them by running under their arm. A variation on this theme is ‘Tunnel Tig’, in which those who
are caught stand with their legs apart and can be freed by someone crawling between them.
‘Days of the Week’ This game is played on the steps running down into the playground. Everyone stands at
the top of the steps, which are each named after a day of the week. The person who is ‘It’ stands facing the
players and tells them which steps to go to ‘Move to Monday', 'Move to Wednesday’ etc. When ‘It’ says
‘Move to Saturday’, all the players go down to the bottom and run around the playground. The first one to be
caught is the next ‘It’
‘Car Tig’ In this game, a car is ‘It’. Everyone stands on the raised platform around the tree. When a car is
spotted coming along the road outside the playground, everyone runs towards the railings and back. If the
car passes them before they can do this, they must freeze; they can be freed next time by those who
reached their destination safely.
‘Lemonade’ is one of several team games which follow a similar pattern, Two teams stand in lines facing
each other. One chooses a profession and a place beginning with the same letter, e.g. an Artist from
America.
Team A: What’s your trade?
Team B: Lemonade
Team A: Where d’you come from?
Team B: America
Team A: Show us your trade if you’re not afraid.
Team B then acts out the trade. When Team A guess correctly, they can chase Team B and try to capture
members for their own team.
Other favourites include the intriguingly named Chocolate Fudge, British Bulldogs, Vote, Kiss Cuddle or
Torture, Prisoner of War, Messengers, Colours and Pully Off The Bench:
One gentleman remembers stealing broken bits of coloured chalk from his tin in the classroom to decorate
his ‘peerie’ with designs. ‘You didnae go out to play with your peerie plain. We had small peeries that went a
long distance, these we called windae breakers, good quality twine, from parcels, helped to make them go
faster’.
These activities reveal a high level of organisation and co-operation, as well as an inventive use of the
playground’s physical features. The trees, railings, walls, benches and even the new yellow litter-bin all play
their part as reference points in a variety of games, giving a whole new significance to apparently uninspiring
surroundings.
Some of today’s games will be familiar to older readers. Others are more recent inventions; but all are proof

of the perennial ingenuity of schoolchildren.

Quotes
Miss Porteous 1920-30 - ‘remember how kind she was’ - a little brat put a bead up her nose and she had to
run with me to Sick Kids to get it removed.
Mrs Isabel Langham, Troy Mi USA.
Miss Souter 1930-40
‘a gentle lady, loved by us all’
Jean Inglis
Miss Campbell 1920-30
‘I was teased for being a MacDonald’
Mrs E Gordon flee Annie MacDonald
‘Had the talent to bring out the best in her pupils. Miss Campbell sent a tonic to my house when I was ill. She
showed great kindness to my family.’
Peggy Symington
Mr Henderson 1940-50
‘gave strap for talking in class’
Mrs Catherine Simm
Miss Ross 1920-30
‘strict disciplinarian but very good’
Marin Nicholson
Miss Rattray 1940-50
‘Miss Rattray, how’s your battery?’
Miss Wilson 1940-50
‘was devastated when she was ill and had a replacement’
Miss Johnstone 1950-60
‘Known as Crabby who got walloped by boy William Lazy after he exploded when persistently told to do
work. He was marched off to Head by scruff of the neck’
Stewart Caruthers, Haddington
Miss Millar 1950-60
‘didn’t mince her words with naughty children’
Stewart Caruthers, Haddington
Miss Dickson 1940-50, Sewing teacher
‘permanent droop on her lip as she always had a mouthful of pins and made course cotton knickers under
forbidding picture of Nurse Edith Carell’
‘Miss Dickson had us make mint green bloomers in cotton, cut to very generous proportions to

allow for growth. The results were hilarious. The could have been used as barrage balloons’ Peggy
Symington
I have ample reason to be grateful to Miss Dickson as I spend much time knitting for my
grandchildren and great grandchildren’
Constance Maclean neé Cairns
I got a crocheting hook stuck in my knee whilst in class and had to go next door to the Sick kids’
Miss Brown 1920-40
‘an excellent formidable teacher. Due to her efforts I passed the qualifying exam’
Peggy Symington
‘many of the pupils were afraid of her but I enjoyed her’
Constance Maclean neé Cairns
Mr Watt 1910-20
‘a very aggressive manner. He would walk up and down the rows of desks with his pointer in one hand
slapping it against the palm of his other hand’
Peggy Symington
He would stand on the walkway overlooking the stair well. He was always around with his strap and f anyone
stepped out of line the reward was a slap on the arm with the belt.’
James D McLaren 1920-30
Mr C Whyte
‘When 1/2 an hour early I got mixed up with a group of latecomers and everybody held out their hands so I
held out mine and got belted with everyone else. It was a nice start to my school days’
David Henderson NY USA
Mr Walker 1910-20AssisstantHeadteacher
‘brilliant when he took the Bible talk in the mornings, his stories of the travels of St Paul fascinated us’
Mr Ramage
‘Mr Ramage had only one hand but none of us mentioned it. He was a fine man and had a humanity that
many others failed to display.’
James Mclaren 1920-30

The Fifties and Sixties
So Sciennes will become 120 in the year I become 59. I attended Sciennes from 1956 until 1962.
My earliest memory is the day I first went to the school with my mother to visit the headmaster. Although we
lived in Tollcross, my mother refused to have me attend the two nearest schools as she thought I would
receive a better education at Sciennes, despite its being a good deal farther to walk. It was also conveniently
situated next to the Sick Children’s Hospital in case of dire emergency.
So, suitably admonished to behave myself and answer Mr Robertson’s questions correctly, I waited for the
summons. Finally it came, and we entered the headmaster’s office. I thought Mr Robertson must be very old
and very strict, mostly because he had a moustache and to a 4 year old, his position and office seemed
terribly important. I was a bit young to be attempting to enter the 1St grade but my birthday fell into an

awkward time for school admissions and if I waited, I would be 6 before being granted entrance. He
proceeded to have a chat with my mother, before talking to me. He asked me if I could count from 1 - 10
which I did, and with great gusto told him that I could also count backwards from 10 - 1, and did so. He then
asked me to if I could tie my shoelaces which I thought was a really silly question since my shoelaces were
already tied. However I bent down to untie and retie my shoelaces. I think I also was asked if I understood
any letters and was given the chance to show that I could write my own name, albeit in square letters as I
hadn’t yet figured out how to write round ones. He laughed, and somehow didn’t seem quite so scary.
It seemed that l had passed the entrance examination and thus started in Class 1a2 or some such strange
appellation, with Miss Fotheringham.
The class contained about 35 students, average age 5, and I enjoyed trying to write with chalk and slate, and
to learn numbers using wooden rods of different colours and lengths. I was scared of Miss Fotheringham as
she appeared old, and was extremely strict, She used to shout a lot and maybe it was she had difficulty
controlling the class. Whenever any senior master entered the classroom we had to all cross our arms on our
desks, lay our heads down and not ‘fidget’. Sometimes we actually were allowed to sit up, but we had to fold
our arms, again to prevent this annoyance to teachers called ‘fidgeting’.
My mother had a fondness for dark green. I hated green and loved red when I was 4. I also liked the school
uniform and wanted to wear it. However, my Mother had other ideas. She decided that I was going to attend
school in a black watch tartan kilt and a bottle green twinset, dark green ankle socks and brown shoes, which
in retrospect probably looked very cute but all of which I hated as it had nothing to do with the school
uniform. Especially brown shoes! Yuck!
Uniform wearing was not strictly enforced at Sciennes, but most of the children wore it, or at least some of it.
I felt that it looked very smart, and it was important to look the same as the majority. Children can be cruel
over differences. Finally after much reasoning with my Mother (=tantrums) she finally clothed me in a manner
befitting a Sciennes Schoolgirl.
My first encounter with punishment came from Miss Starkey. I can no longer remember what it was for,
except that strap was black; I received it on my right palm; there was a group of us who were guilty of some
major crime, and I found the process so humiliating, that I avoided causing such an event to ever happen
again. It was especially humiliate because as I really liked Miss Starkey. She was everything Miss
Fotheringham was not. Miss Starkey was beautiful, graceful, ting, tall and had long silver blond hair which
she always wore in a complicated set of braids. She was most Scandinavian, and reminded everyone of Nina
of ‘Nina and Frederick’ who were popular folk singers of the time. She also seemed to be genuinely fond of
children and was a good teacher. My other clear memory of her was that I had filled several pages of a
‘jotter’ with ‘sums’ which were all from the ‘33 times table’, and got them all right. She wrote ‘Excellent’ and
had double underlined it. I was so proud of myself. Thus encouraged, I wanted to work hard for Miss Starkey
as she would give positive feedback. It was also in Miss Starkey’s class, (3a2 or 1) that we received grades
and were given rewards for performance at the school prize giving ceremony held just before the summer
holidays. I was delighted to find myself 3rd in the class and thus received a certificate for ‘General
Excellence’, which I still Unfortunately, I was never to be top the class or Dux of the school. Those who were,
always seemed to me to be brilliant whereas I was just intelligent. I was also lazy, when I think about it, as I
hated homework and preferred to do other things in my spare time.
After a year with Miss Starkey, which was all too short, we graduated to Miss Johnson’s class. I hated the
class, and hated Miss Johnson. I thought she hated me. (Things are pretty black and white when you are 7
or 8 years old!). She was an older woman, a ‘spinster’, who lived with her sister, as rumour had it, on
Spottiswoode Street. She was a harridan. She always wore nasty tweed suits of nondescript colours, wore
quite thick glasses and, as she walked with a limp, carried a cane. Her class was held in a temporary
accommodation outside the main building of the school, referred to as the ‘huts’. Nasty place. I recall having
to kneel throughout all Miss Johnson’s classes as the fixed desks and seats were older and the desks were
higher than the newer ones. Under Miss Johnson’s hateful guidance slid down to 10th place in the class. It is
incredible how much influence a teacher has on young lives. A terrible humiliation occurred one day when I

went to school as usual, and was most distressed to see Miss Johnson coming the opposite way. There was
no avoiding the confrontation as she had already seen me. No escape. I didn’t understand why she was
walking in the opposite direction . . . away from the school, at 8.30 in the morning. She was equally surprised
to see me, and asked me where I was going. To school I answered. She laughed, and told me it was a
holiday and that there was no school that day. I waited for her to say something nasty about how stupid I was
to be doing such a thing. But she didn’t. She (surprisingly! ) asked me if I had somewhere to go, as she knew
my mother worked and father was away at sea all the time. I thought that such an enquiry was exceptional
behaviour from her and then started to worry about the whole school knowing about Norma trying to go to
school on a holiday. Thus I couldn’t enjoy the break. At least I received an insight into Miss Johnson. Maybe
she was quite nice after all? Well, be that as it may, but I received no prizes for general excellence under her
tutelage. For impressionable children, if an authority figure tells you often enough that you are stupid, before
long, you start to believe it.
I couldn’t wait to move out of her class and into that of the best teacher I have ever had, Mr Donald
Matheson, who hailed from Skye and spoke with a soft, kind accent and who was a wonderful teacher who
loved children. He used to drive a big old black convertible, which marked him as a character. I feel that our
class, which remained essentially the same from the first year to the last, loved ‘Mathie’ with a genuine
affection, reserved for very few. Under his guidance, my scholastic record returned to its former level, and
was to remain there for the rest of my time at Sciennes. ‘Mathie’ gave himself to the children, and because
we were with him for about 2 years, he got to know all of us individually, extremely well. He knew that I hated
art and would much rather do maths or science, so he contrived for me to miss art and study something else
during that ‘period’. Mr Hendricks, the art teacher was very nice, but I found ‘art’ terribly frustrating. Even
then, as now, I tend not to be interested in frustrating things. If I can’t do it, I am not interested. Art was like
that.
Due to my interest in science, I was selected to be a part of the Sciennes exhibit it the Edinburgh Civic
Exhibition at the Waverley Hall. I had to wear my best school uniform with my school tie sporting its finest
Windsor knot, and demonstrate water surface tension to interested spectators by floating needles on water
and having folks observe the slight dent in the surface. Simple stuff, but I was very proud.
One art class I didn’t mind, was with a Miss Gibson. I think she was a temporary staff member, whose most
outstanding feature was a tightly constrained and oddly placed bosom which seemed to project straight out
from her armpits. This awesome anatomy which endowed an otherwise trim frame was of endless fascination
to some of us girls, who as yet did not have the need for foundation garments. Miss Gibson herself was quite
original, and she decided that we were all going to undertake a ‘project’. The class was to be divided into
teams, each of which was to be directed by a team leader. I was lucky to be selected as a team leader, and
was allowed, with the other 4 leaders, to select my team. Of course, since I couldn’t draw, I tried to choose
the best artists in the class. . . like everyone else. Our team had about 6 people in it, and I had the
responsibility of producing the vision that we were going to bring to life on a piece of paper the size of a sheet
(or so it seemed). My vision was a view framed in a window, of a large tree and a landscape fading into the
background. As we got involved in the project, the idea blossomed. Our group was very proud to win the
prize for the best picture. I myself was especially pleased as it showed me that although I couldn’t draw, I
was not devoid of imagination, or taste and that I could implement an idea through other people’s talents.
‘Mathie’ left Sciennes when we were his pupils. Such was our love and respect for him that we organised a
farewell party in his honour. Janette Blake was interested in literature and drama. Although in our class, she
was 2 years older than me, and she had spent a number of years in Malaya. She was very bright and exotic,
and had some very mature ideas. Janette was interested in staging a play, so, with some other teachers help
we tried something like ‘Little Women’ or something like that. I and another girl played the Skye boat song on
the violin, and the whole class sang. We had raised enough money to buy Mathie a going away present.. .a
putter, as we knew he enjoyed golf. Even thinking about it now brings tears to my eyes, as it did then to
Mathie’s. We didn’t want him to leave! Of course there was no choice. His new job was Headmaster of
Silverknowes School, no doubt, an excellent career move. But how we missed him.

The blow was somewhat softened by the knowledge that we would spend our final year at Sciennes with Mr
William Sinclair, who, next to ‘Mathie’ was considered by many pupils to be the second finest teacher in the
school. Indeed he was a fine teacher, who earned the love and respect of the class regardless of our
individual ability or aptitude. He too left the same time as our class graduated to take up a Headmaster role.
It was ‘The
Colonel’ (as we affectionately called him due to his war stories and the possibility he had been a real
Colonel) who told me I was cynical. I was 9 years old by then. He had been trying to get us to think
analytically about geometry and not to just sit like sponges absorbing things. He had told us what a right
angle was, and we had figured out what an acute angle was, then he drew a new angle on the board and
asked anyone in the class to tell him what such an angle was called. There was no answer. In vain, he
directly asked some of our more original thinkers, but they were stumped.
Finally, he said, ‘Norma, what would you call this’? ‘I don’t know sir’, was my reply. So then he said, ‘Well, for
example, how would you describe me’? So after a little deliberation about whether I could really tell him the
answer, I replied, ‘Fat Sir’, with almost a straight The class erupted in laughter. So did Mr Sinclair, who
proceeded to tell me that I was cynical. ‘What’s that Sir’? told me. Of course, he was right.
It was also the answer he was looking for, as he said, ‘That is, however, correct.
The angle I have drawn IS a fat angle, or wide, and is referred to as ‘obtuse’. Thus we learned basic
geometry I have nasty memories of ‘school dinners’ and good memories of crates of milk in 1/3 pint glass
bottles at ‘playtime’ in the mornings. I ate these school dinners for my entire time at Sciennes, which were
served from great cauldrons in the draughty huts at the back of the school. They usually consisted of meat of
a sort, fish on Fridays in respect of our Catholic pupils, nasty potatoes and one example of an overcooked
vegetable. Usually peas. Dessert seemed to consist mostly of something-and-custard with lumps. I don’t
recall ever seeing any fresh fruit or vegetables, but maybe they’ existed and I just didn’t eat them. Two other
things of note about school lunchtime was that it was considered an honour to serve at the ‘teachers’ table’,
and it was during one of those times that I saw a grand mal epileptic seizure for the first time. That was
fascinating and scary but I had a decidedly morbid clinical interest in observing the event. It was a boy from
another class, and the whole school knew that he was an epileptic as we were told about it by the teachers.
We were all taught to behave calmly if such an event happened. So, although everyone wanted to have a
look since the poor kid really didn’t have seizures that often, we were all emotionally controlled.
Our class had about l8-20 girls, most of whom stayed throughout the primary school system. it was therefore
very exciting when a new girl joined the class.
We were very interested in Janette Blake not only because of her Malayan experience, but because she was
very pretty, with waist length strawberry blond hair, blue eyes and...a tan. She was also remarkably self
possessed and mature, which always made me feel very childish. But she was attractive and interesting.
One day we were solemnly told that a new girl was coming who was different from all of us in that she had an
artificial arm, so we were not to stare and make her feel uncomfortable. Of course, we couldn’t wait to meet
such a person. Her name was Margaret Morris I think. It didn’t take long for all sorts of curious questions to
emerge though, such as ‘Were you born like that’, and ‘What can you do with it’ and ‘How does it work’. She
was accepted quite easily, and we learned a lot about prostheses. I remember one day when she came to
class with a new arm which ended in a hook. We all thought this was really awful for her, but she herself was
very pleased with this new arrangement as she demonstrated the extended range of activities she could
accomplish with this new attachment. We were suitably awed. Marjorie Adam was a great athlete who won
all our athletic events and competed interscholastically. She was also an excellent swimmer who won many
medals for Warrender Baths Club. I admired her abilities, mostly because she was the same size as me and
yet could accomplish all those things I could not. Her nickname was ‘Midge’. I desperately wanted to swim
like her and to run and jump like that, and I tried. Because of her inspiration I started to swim, also joined
Warrender and also competed. However, due to what was identified eventually as exercise induced asthma,
I could never achieve success such as hers. Of course, at the time I didn’t know that was my problem, and
just thought I must be very weak. However, for 7 years I trained for swimming, 5 times a week, which

discipline has continued even now, only it is channelled into Karate training. Eleanor Nicholson suffered from
Polio and had to wear leg braces, referred to as callipers. But our class, as was pointed out by ‘Mathie’ had a
socially redeeming feature. All of us played together, regardless of physical condition, social class or intellect,
which seemed to separate other school classes into cliques. We used to have a long, long skipping rope
which I think was organised by Janette. We would stretch it the entire length of the girls’ playground (boys
had a separate playground then) and the entire class would join in the game. It was not important that
Eleanor was unable to skip, as she could turn the rope; or that Midge was great at skipping because there
were 15 people behind her waiting their turn so she couldn’t skip for long. We would take turns ‘ca’ing’ the
rope. If you tripped up, it was your turn. We played other games too on the hard playground surface, but that
was the most communal. Some would tuck their gymslips or skirts into their navy blue knickers and practice
handstands.
I remember going on the ‘TV Train’ to Loch Lomond or some such place, and to Broomlea Camp School at
West Linton where I had to sing the cynical song at the end of the camp . . . one verse:
They say at Broomlee camp school the food is mighty fine.
The porridge in the morning has killed two pals of mine” ...
In Mathie’s class at age 9, I became mechanised. I was finally given my dream. A bicycle. Mathie gave me
a combination lock and chain for it, the number of which I have never forgotten – 6115. Mathie helped me
understand my bike by teaching me which tools to use and how to fix a flat tyre. I’m not sure which was really
the more exciting, the bicycle or my combination lock! Both made a deep and lasting impression on me. My
bike was black and yellow, with semi racing handlebars and 4 Sturmey Archer gears. A major breakthrough
in transportation! We swapped scraps and played jacks. For awhile the fashion was the obscene habit of
chewing up a ball of paper and throwing it up so that it would stick to the ceiling.
I always liked the marching out at 3.30 pm. That was the end of the day, when all the classes would line up
and march out of school two abreast, in an orderly fashion to Scottish pipe music. It was kind of stirring to be
a part of the entire school, in motion. I imagined myself sometimes, a real piper, wearing a proper kilt that
would sway elegantly in time to the drums....then we’d reach the playground and all hell would let loose! We
used to march in too, but I don’t have any particular memories of that except for the school bell, lines of girls under the ‘sheds’ if it was raining or snowing, and an incredibly sophisticated
group of final years girls called ‘The Big Girls’. I never became one, always being small in stature, always 1-2
years younger than my classmates. I enjoyed gymnastics due to being well co-ordinated, and was even
awarded a gym prize one year. I was a member of the school netball team, which I thoroughly enjoyed. But I
often chafed under Midge’s put-downs, as she knew she had something I didn’t. Of course when I look back
now, I see that I had something she didn’t, but that was not obvious to me at the time. We had a kind of lovehate relationship all through our time at Sciennes. Such are relationships of young children.
Midge and I both played the violin. I hated having to play the stupid thing every day at 3 o’clock for 3 of my
Sciennes years. Although I enjoyed music and had an ear for it, I had no respect for the violin.
However, the violin teacher, Mr Riley was very nice and I didn’t want to disappoint him, though I rarely
practised, as I really did not find the instrument to be so difficult. However, I ended up as leader of the first
violins in the Edinburgh Primary Schools String Orchestra, which, needless to say, I also hated.
The sewing class was enjoyable though the woman who taught the class was very scary, with grey/silver
hair, deep set eyes, glasses with convex lenses through which she used to glare disapprovingly and a
penchant for strict discipline. She demanded perfection, and, alas rarely received it. I did however, succeed
in making the required embroidered pillowcase, lap bag (useless thing) and migraine inducing blue and white
striped blouse. The cooking class was deplorable. I loathed cooking and all its trappings, finding it messy,
and the food tasteless. Not surprising when all we made were dumplings and mince, with no seasoning but
salt and pepper. The fact was. I only enjoyed sports, mathematics and English.
Finally, along came the dreaded 11+ examination, which would deeply affect our foreseeable future. The
results of this exam, generally attempted at the age of 11 or over, combined with those of an IQ test,
determined which school one went to next. I was 10 years old and not particularly worried about the exam,

but I dreaded the IQ test, having absolutely no knowledge of what it was all about. Sure enough. I was right
to be apprehensive. I was called out for a private talk with the Colonel. He said ‘You don’t like IQ tests much
Norma, do you?’ To which I replied he was right. In fact I had found the test frustrating and rather silly. I lost
patience and barely attempted about 50% of the questions. Mr Sinclair indicated that the IQ results did not in
fact agree at all with the 11+ results which were based on academic subjects. Fortunately, more weight was
given to the academic result. Thus I had a choice of school. Trinity College, or Boroughmuir. My mother
chose the latter due to its proximity to where we lived, and all we had to look forward to now was the
‘Qualifying Dance’ referred to scathingly or with trepidation as the ‘Qually Dunce’. Everyone had to appear
dressed up. For me it was my first chance to wear ‘high heels’ all of 1” high, but which ripped my feet. The
twist had just arrived, and I couldn’t do it. Fortunately there were a prearranged set of Strathspeys and
Dashing White Sargents which I quite liked. We had studied them in the gym class much to the disgust of the
boys. Now we knew why. Best of all though, was that Mathie returned from Silverknowes for our dance, so I
left Sciennes forever, with many fond memories, some sadness, but secure in the knowledge that we had
been Mathie’s favourite class!
Through the interaction with different types of teachers and students from widely different backgrounds, I
learned that human beings can work together, that each person’s individual talents are different and can be
used to create a whole far larger than the sum of its parts.
I had excellent teachers who not only taught, but cared and shaped my way of thinking and my behaviour. I
was taught how to deal with responsibility, make judgements and decisions. I learned the values of respect
for other people and property, how to communicate in a group; I learned loyalty and understood the meaning
of pride. Pride in m1f, pride in my school and all it represented. Thus Sciennes has left a deep and lasting
impression upon my life. Where are you all now?
Patricia Clark, Catriona Campbell, Marilyn Griggs, Janette Blake, Ruth Gordon (Became School Dux),
Eleanor Nicholson, Katrina ?, Catherine McGlaughlin, Clare Willshire, Susan Douglas, Linda ?, Joy Walker,
Norma Amos, Eleanor Joy Stuart, Charlotte ?, Elaine?, Evelyn Ramsay, Marjorie Adhm, Margaret Morris And
to everyone whose names I forgot, please remind me, I am sorry.
Norma Amos Foster
Takinogawa 6-1-1 1-50 1
Kita ku, Tokyo, 114,Japan.

JIMMY IS POPULAR SWIMMING COACH
Popular North Berwick pondmaster was praised in the Courier 50 years ago. Mr James McCracken, coach of
swimming champions and novices, owes much of his success to the personal touch, particularly with
youngsters.
A friend who watched the activities at the North Berwick pond was much taken by the enthusiasm of the
kiddies.
One of the youngsters of under five, displaying complete confidence in his white-jerseyed guardian, was
jumping into the deep end even attempting a dive. It is typical of his “Jimmy’s” readiness to give
encouragement that he knew nothing of the young “daredevil” except that his name was David.
The coach, who discovered and trained Ellen King and Jean McDowell, two of the finest swimmers Britain
has ever produced, has had even younger pupils. He had one visitor aged about three and a half.
McCracken in his time at North Berwick has coached the families of sporting, political and industrial
celebrities, and in Edinburgh ponds is ever ready to place his skill at the disposal of boys and girls from
various youth organisations.
Mr McCracken
“He taught us on a pulley and f we didn’t do exactly what he told us he lowered us into the water.” Lessie
Wilson (1910-20)
“He was great. Thanks to him I finished as a Scottish Swimming Champion and finalist for the

Commonwealth Games.” Sara Wylie
“Black or navy one piece swimsuits were the uniform. We had to brush our knees, fret and hands with a hard
brush and carbolic soap before we were allowed near the pool.” Peggy Symington 1926
“I’ve always been grateful to Mr. McCracken as now I teach Brownies to swim.
“How I loved that pool.” Margaret Tiffney ‘lee Roy (3 3-40)
“It's with great delight that I recall our swimming lessons from the tall, handsome Mr. McCracken and the
necessity to carry a ‘Shirley lake’, the name given to the sandwich we ate after swimming. I wore a knitted
costume which was usually down to my ankles.”
“Mr. McCracken was very strict and threatened us with a cold water hosing if we didn’t get dressed at the
double.” Jean Ingles nee Davis
“He delighted in making us ‘run under a cold shower.” June Spencer nee Symington
“Mr. McCracken was my favourite, as he put in my autograph book, ‘your grumpy old swimming master’. I
was the luck girl to give him his gift on his retirement.” Catherine Sim nee Crosbic (40-50)
“He lined us up and asked *f we’d brushed our teeth, I don‘t know why!” Annie Davey nee MacGregor

Forty years at Sciennes
So far as I am aware Sciennes School which might be called my Alma Mater will celebrate its 120th birthday
in 2012. I wondered if a few memories might interest you from a former pupil and former member of staff.
I joined the first class, Infants I, now presumably called Primary I, in December 1914 at the age of five, in the
Infant Mistress’s class, Miss Brander. I certainly owe the foundation of my schooling to that devoted lady to
whose memory I am happy to pay tribute. From her, after a year, I progressed to Miss Ferguson, an excellent
teacher who completed my infants’ training. We sat in long rows then in the galleried classrooms and there
were no play things, sand trays or books to read and the like. In Junior I, now I suppose Primary 3, I came
under the influence of Miss Helen Atkinson who belonged to Gattonside, another splendid teacher who
achieved success by quiet encouragement of her pupils. In Senior I, (Primary 5), I moved to Mr Alexander
Watt, nicknamed ‘Beakie’ Watt, who maintained discipline with willow wands which we, boys, were given the
job of smoothing off the nodules where side branches or twigs had been. In Senior 3 (Primary 7) a select
number of pupils who were potential ‘bursary’ winners (for Royal High and Heriot’s principally) were given
additional tuition from the first assistant or deputy head, Mr James Richardson, ‘Cockie Richardson.’ Classes
were held in the male staff room where we knelt on the floor and used our forms as writing desks! I still
possess a photograph of the ‘bursary’ class of 1920/21. In those days there was the supplementary division
on the top flat with joinery and cookery classrooms for those who did not progress to secondary schools.
Classes were huge. In each infant room there were two classes separated only by a low curtain stretched
from a hook at the back of the room to an abacus on the floor.
I suppose you could this was ‘open-plan.’ Some of us managed to listen-in to what was going on across the
curtain. We used slates and we sharpened our slate pencils on the projecting ledges in the shed in the
playground. How slate pencil could shriek and how our jersey sleeves became dirty when we forgot our slate
cleaning rag.
After University and Moray House my first post in 1932 was as a supply teacher at Sciennes. There were 55
pupils in the class I got and when the teacher through the partition next door went off ill4he Headmaster
threw back the partition and I, a young teacher newly out of college, was left to cope with 110 youngsters.
Fortunately, my old teacher, Miss Atkinson, was next door through the partition at the other side of the room
and she gave friendly advice. In these days teaching posts could not be obtained because of one of the
recurrent slumps and many who were with me at Moray House never taught a single day. I had temporary,
supply posts in my first year in thirteen schools before I was appointed to Couper Street School in Leith, now
no more. Then I was transferred to Bruntsfield and the Royal High, my second Alma Mater, as I was the
lucky one who obtained a bursary in the ‘bursary’ class. Incidentally the school got a half-holiday because I

had won! At the same time I had to try to increase my income (My salary was £150 per annum) by working in
the evening school. Thanks to Mr Alexander Bee, a teacher in Sciennes and headmaster of Albion Road
Evening School, I was employed at five shillings an hour rising by three pence after three years experience!
In time I became the head of the Edinburgh School of Salesmanship, then the leading school for the
distributive trades in Scotland, no longer in existence.
At the beginning of the 1939 war I found myself seconded to the —Ministry of Information in connection with
the scheme to provide film education for children evacuated to the country. In 1941 I was seconded to the
Royal Air Force Educational Service. On my return, a third secondment took place as assistant director of
education in the absence of Mr Frizell the director on educational advisory duties abroad.
My next appointment post-war was as first assistant in Sciennes School where I remained until I joined in
1953 The Department of Extra-Mural Studies in the University of Edinburgh from which I retired seventeen
years ago as head of the department and director.
Space prevents my telling of running the gauntlet of snowballs in winter as you went down the outside stair to
the assembly lines in the lower playground: how huts were added in the lower playground for classes and as
a dining hall: how the Jewish children came back to school in the afternoon for instruction by the rabbi: how
we had in the top classes to learn one item from the Shorter Catechism each day (We didn’t understand a
word of it and in hindsight I don’t think Mr Watt knew either as he never seemed to bother to explain the
curious language to us.): how in the 1914 war no paints or crayons were available for art which was little
taught but I remember entering a competition sponsored by Brooke Bond tea for a drawing of a teacup and
saucer which we coloured by shading with the dirty ink in the inkwells in the desks! how there was a daily
service on the first floor where all the partitions were wheeled back, children, sitting three to each double
desk, the upstairs children standing in rows on the floor, while chairs were set out for the staff, the music
being provided by a heavy harmonium which it took two or three boys to shove into position: how in 1918 the
school being marched in as usual was stopped on the staircase by the headmaster on the bridge shouting
‘about turn’ - and we marched off home, the school being closed because of the excessive absence from
influenza epidemic: and the other occasion when the same thing happened for a pleasanter reason in 1919
when we were sent home to hang out the flags of victory, each of us having received a commemorative
medal - and I still have my medal! How the children of my class jealously guarded my car in the bottom
playground when I alone of the staff arrived by car each day.
In the early days of the 1914 war Sciennes went on to half-time teaching except, I think, for the qualifying
class. The school was shared with Warrender Park School which was commandeered as a barracks for
troops. Sciennes attended one week in the morning and the next in the afternoon, the process reversed for
Warrender Park. Kenneth Whitton, the Sciennes headmaster and a Territorial was called up early and Mr
Richardson was the acting head of Sciennes. Warrender Park had its own headmaster. The two heads
shared the headmaster’s room. Kenneth Whitton returned after the end of hostilities in 1919 as Colonel
Whitton, a hero to us children. He was an enthusiast for visual aids for geography and classes were
combined to see slides of foreign countries, the slides being obtained from a collection lent by the Royal
High. The old magic lantern often gave trouble when the carbon arcs were maladjusted. Sometimes we boys
were allowed to put through the slides. That made us important!
I really must stop the ramblings of an old age pensioner before you are bored completely but I thought you
might just like to know something of an earlier age when Sciennes was one of the largest schools in the city.
When I was appointed both the headmaster and the first assistant had the highest salaries for such posts
under the authority. Sometimes it is better to be reminded personally than from an entry in a log-book.
May all connected with Sciennes have a successful centenary year.

The First Decade at Sciennes
My grandparents William and Isabella Williamson who lives in Chapel Street had seven children born

between the years 1893 and 1895. Six of the children were pupils at Sciennes school during the early years
of its history.
The older children started their education at Davie Street school near the Pleasance area prior to the
opening of Sciennes. The school Admission Register shows that Alexander, the second child of the family
transferred from Davie Street on 14th April 1896 and was admitted to Sciennes with the admission number
3044. His brothers William, David and sister Christina transferred from Davie Street shortly afterwards while
the youngest two, my mother Isabella and their brother Peter attended Sciennes for all their primary
education later going onto the newly opened Boroughmuir which was at that time the building on Bruntsfield
Links.
Like so many of their generation my grandparents believed that a good education would provide their
children with the best possible start in life and that the fine facilities provides by the new Sciennes school
would ensure this.
It is to their parents’ credit and no doubt to that of their teachers that the family all did well in life.
If my mother told me much about her early education I am afraid I have forgotten the details but I do have
some impressions from what she described.
Classes were very large. The class photographs of which we have one for each member of the family, were
taken in two groups; girls and boys separately.
Added together there were about sixty pupils in each class. Much of the learning was by rote and my mother
was always sorry for those children who could not remember their lessons and especially sorry for anyone
who had to be kept back to repeat a year. Worst of all was the disgrace of the Dunce’s cap. Jam not sure if it
was ever actually worn but the threat of it was very real so it must have been there in the classroom. For the
more able pupils much of this repetitive learning was very boring. My mother often recalled the boredom of
the class reading lesson when each child in turn was called upon to stand up and read aloud the set pages
for the day from the class reading book. As a keen reader, she had rushed home the day the book was given
out and had read it from cover to cover, but no new book was produced until every child had stumbled
through the text page by page. I must add that not a lot had changed when I went to school some forty years
later and I too had to endure the boredom of the class reading lesson!
The Headmaster was a Mr Murray whom my mother described as a large man with big hands. His own
children attended Sciennes and his son Sam was in my mother’s class. She remembered one occasion
when Mr Murray strode into the classroom, struck his son a stinging blow across the face and left without a
word. My mother was very shocked and sorry for her classmate. No doubt it was this incident which left her
with the impression that Mr Murray’s hands were extra large.
Like all children of earlier generation, my mother’s chief dread was that of being late for school. No excuses
were accepted nor even expected and punishment with the strap was immediate. It was a long walk from
Chapel Street near George Square to Sciennes and my mother often recalled how they had to take to their
heels and run the last lap up Livingstone Place as the school bell started to ring, hoping to reach the
playground before it stopped.
Mercy was shown to at least one child however; a little lame girl beside whom my mother sat on her very first
day at school and who became a lifelong friend.
The children were evidently not in total -awe of the ogre Mr Murray, because on Victoria Day they would
gather in the playground and chant: “It’s the twenty fourth o’ May.
It’s the Queen’s birthday.
An’ if ye dinnae gi ‘s a holiday
We’ll a’ run away.”
Another recollection of my mother’s seems only credible in view of the very large classes. She said that
occasionally a pupil would return to school after the dinner interval (the children all went home in the middle
of the day) accompanied by a small brother or sister under school age, who was to be minded for the
afternoon. This caused great excitement to the class, as the wee one would shout out or cause some other
disturbance unheard of in those days of silent classrooms. If the Headmaster appeared the toddler was

stuffed under the desk and told to keep quiet, as he did not approve of this practice. Even these little ones
must have been in awe of the great man as they seemed to remain undiscovered, or perhaps, he was more
benign than his pupils realised and turned a ‘blind eye’.
The set of class photographs we have in our family ‘archive’ show how smartly most of the children were
turned out for the photographer. My granny had a washtub filled with water heated on the range, a scrubbing
board and a little flat iron which also had to be heated on the fire. Yet each of her girls wore a beautifully
starched apron over her best dress for the occasion and the boys wore their Sunday suits and the stiff Eton
collars which were in fashion. My aunt was evidently not satisfied with her appearance and had ‘borrowed’,
secretly, a very special brooch belonging to her mother, quite forgetting that the camera would record her
crime. The story has caused much amusement to succeeding generations of the family.
Summer holidays were as eagerly looked forward to then as they are now and the young Williamsons went
each year to the seaside. Today’s children may be amused (and amazed) to learn that their holiday
destination was JOPPA - and they travelled there by horse drawn cab! A large trunk packed with all their
luggage went on the back. The family had lodgings in Morton Street. My grandfather was only able to be
with them for part of the time as he had a hairdresser’s business in Chapel Street and had to keep it open.
From my mother’s description of these holidays it is obvious that the family holiday at Joppa was a great
highlight in the year, and enjoyed just as much as those of today’s children in more exotic places.
Jennifer Meiklyjohn

St Catherine’s Pageant
“Sciennes, Sheens, Sheans, Sen is, Sienna and Scienne are all names that can be found on old maps of the
area.”
A CONVENT DEDICATED TO Saint Catherine of Sienna was established in 1517 by ladies whose husbands
were killed in the Battle of Flodden.
A plaque on the wall at 16 St Catherines Place, marks the site of this convent.
Alex Gilmore in primary 4 lives there at the moment.
Netta Laurie, who sent us these photographs, remembers a pageant in May 1929 to celebrate the 600th
anniversary of the granting of a Charter to the burgh of Edinburgh by King Robert the Bruce. Their Royal
Highnesses, The Duke and Duchess of York attended this event.
Sciennes contribution was a pageant of Saint Catherine of Sienna and her attendants. Netta played Martha
and remembers walking very sedately along Princes Street.
Statutes of 'Bruce’ and ‘Wallace’ were unveiled at this event in Edinburgh Castle.

Strike...Strike...
I started school at Sciennes in 1923, some of the teachers I had included Miss Campbell and Mr Watt. Mr
Whitton was then the Headmaster. Life went on as normal for any schoolboys in those days, until along
came the strike, yes to think I took part in the first school strike ever recorded, not the teacher but the pupils.
I lived in West Crosscauseway on the north side of the Meadows, all our street attended Sciennes as did our
brothers and sisters before us, no school meals in those days so we ran home at lunch time and were never
late back. Then the blow struck . . . in 1933 the authorities decided to convert Causewayside School to a
Catholic one, thus the non Catholic pupils would be transferred to Sciennes. Because we had a school on
our doorstep Bristo (now a car park) we were directed there. Our parents would have none of it, Bristo was a
dark dismal little school with a playground which saw very little sunshine because of the high buildings in the
vicinity. Meeting took place, we must leave Sciennes the powers that be were adamant, our parents equally,
it was stalemate, the result they would not sent us to Bristo and we could not return to Sciennes, we went on
Strike. As children we had very little say in the matter and as negotiations lasted many weeks, we enjoyed a

very welcome holiday from school. I can remember the weather was fine and we spent many days roaming
the Blackfords, Liberton Dams and the Kings Park. Eventually it was settled with a compromise we were
allowed to go to Preston Street School which was quite good, but it wasn’t Sciennes.
William Sangester

Sciennes in the Seventies
My first encounter with Sciennes School was at a Sciennes Association meeting to which I was invited as
newly appointed Head teacher. This was an International Evening at which we were entertained by parents
and children from many countries. Food from India, the Middle East, France, America, China and of course
Britain was served. Children sang, played and danced. Then we all danced. It was a cosmopolitan evening in
a cosmopolitan school.
Although the numbers from any one country were and still are small they nevertheless provided that extra
interest forming part of a school which is very deeply rooted in Edinburgh tradition and education. The
nearness of the school to hospitals and university brings pupils from all over the world. And these have
integrated with pupils whose background is Southside Edinburgh. Although population changed have
affected the area, there are still many people living near Sciennes who can trace their family connections for
several generations. The solid villas, flats and terraces of Victorian Edinburgh have been built on land rich in
much older history. The children in school may be only vaguely aware of this history but it affects adults and
gives them a sense of being part of the fabric of Edinburgh’s heritage. The blending of elements from faraway places with Scottish tradition gives the School some of its identity and vitality.
The close relationship of the school to the community lends continuity. We were very much aware of this
when staff and parents organised annual Christian Aid mornings in conjunction with local churches. Older
neighbours of the school would drop in when they saw a poster claiming that we were serving the best coffee
in Edinburgh, possibly contravening the Trades Description Act! These senior citizens would reminisce about
the days of decades ago when they were pupils at Sciennes School and would compare then and now.
Usually agreeing that some things were better and some worse but that life for children is more expansive
and varied today.
The late seventies was a time of change in education — change which still goes on. Many traditional ideas
had been challenged in the previous decade. The Scottish Primary Memorandum had influenced most
Scottish schools. There was a measure of change everywhere, extensive in some schools, limited in others.
The general liberalisation of society and its ideas of discipline was altering childrens’ lives but the Black
Paper writers had been at work and were calling for a return to basics (Does this sound familiar?) The staff at
Sciennes spent many hours of in-service training, discussing ways in which the best traditions of the past
could be blended with the newer ideas in education. Of course we did not reach an ideal solution but we
tried, and we were greatly pre-occupied by the educational debate. It went on in the staffroom, in the
corridors, on the stairways, and at parents’ meetings and often led to heated exchanges and often to
laughter.
One of the changes of the seventies was the opening up of schools to parents and Sciennes parents were
becoming much more actively involved in their school. When we asked for parents’ help in running clubs,
sports, music, swimming, exchanging library books, helping children who did not speak English as a native
language, escorting children on expeditions and many other aspects of school life we had a very ready and
generous response. Because of this we were able to do many things which would otherwise have been
difficult.
Another aspect of parental involvement was the greater participation in discussion of the school curriculum.
Parents were exercising their right to know what we were teaching and why we were teaching it. One of the
subjects which figured regularly at parents’ evenings was the new approach to maths. The universities
throughout the country had been asking the schools to send them pupils who were not simply able to

compute but who understood mathematical relationships. The schools were responding and new maths
schemes which involved a more practical approach were being introduced. This meant that adding and
subtracting and ‘the tables’ became only one part of maths. Parents were very anxious to know that children
were still being taught the basic arithmetic with which they were familiar. Experienced teachers understood
the parents’ anxieties and spent a great deal of time explaining and reassuring. All over the country the
debate still goes on.
School buildings may be important and their design may to some extent influence what goes on inside but as
has often been said, the people matter more. The exterior of Sciennes is a fine example of Victorian
architecture and the whole school with its swimming pool was regarded at its opening in 1892 as a great
triumph for the Edinburgh City Fathers in providing a splendid school where the children of the South Side
could be given the best possible education. The building had however, by the time the nineteen seventies
arrived at a state where many improvements and repairs were needed. Heating was inadequate, great gales
blew through the ill fitting windows. Parts of the outside walls were crumbling. Plaster was falling from the
ceiling in great lethal chunks into the basement. We learned to live with scaffolding inside and outside. Rain
poured into the classrooms on the top floor. Teachers up there usually had a bucket and broom to deal with
the floods. Now, I hear, that the repairs and modernisation have made Sciennes School a much more
comfortable place. There was always one splendid part of the building - the boiler room, with its great
gleaming engine and polished brass, looked like the heart of the Queen Mary.
The great stair-well of the school was often dark on winter afternoons and one of my most lasting memories
is of children emerging from and disappearing into the shadows, always busy about their own affairs,
planning, achieving, arguing in a very articulated way but usually willing to tolerate each others eccentricities.
In the background there was often the sound of music, violins in one room competing with the sound of
recorders in another.
Music-making always seemed to play a large part in Sciennes life and no doubt it still does. There were singsongs at times of celebration like the Queen’s Silver Jubilee, community singing on the stairways with two
pianos and the orchestra — those on the ground floor never more than a few bars ahead of those on the top
floor. There were carols in the entrance halls of the flats of Sciennes and Marchmont. The school orchestra
played powerfully at our own school assemblies and at our services-in church at Christmas and Easter. We
had many talented players and at one time there were 3 former pupils of Sciennes School playing in the
National Children’s Orchestra. This was more than the number from any other single school. Music making of
this kind owed a great deal to the help of parents who were willing to spend hours teaching children to read
music through recorder playing and to encourage and conduct their singing. One of our more ambitious
community projects was a concert given by the school in the Queen’s Hall to help raise money for the body
scanner at the Sick Children’s Hospital. The hall was packed and together the children, staff and parents
produced a programme of playing and singing of remarkable quality. As a result of this we were able to make
a good donation to the body scanner appeal. Sadly, these were the days when educational cuts were
beginning seriously and among others the hours of visiting music teachers was being drastically reduced.
The generous provision of visiting staff — music, art, sewi4lg, physical education - which we enjoyed up to
that time has probably been forgotten now in Sciennes as elsewhere. An annual event to which we always
looked forward to with mixed feeling was the summer outing of the Infant Department 4o Gullane. Classes 1,
2 and 3 all went in double decker buses to the beach usually on the second Tuesday in June. We were
always worried that the buses might not turn up to take us, or worse, to bring us back, or that children would
be sick or worse of all that it would rain while we were on the sands. Luck was however with us. Not once did
we have a wet day. Indeed the weather was nearly always sunny and warm. On one occasion it was so
warm that children began to strip off their clothes and within minutes the whole infant department was
running about naked on the beach. The Infant Mistress, as she was then called, always breathed a great sigh
of relief when she got them all safely back to school. Perhaps they still have their annual outing to Gullane.
One of the most positive developments of the seventies nationally was the emergence of primary schools
from their isolation, not only in relation to parents but in relation to nursery schools, play groups and

secondary schools. In line with this, Sciennes developed much closer links with its feeder nurseries, schools
and with Boroughmuir and Gillespies. Visits by children and teachers were arranged during the Summer
Term. Better ways of keeping records and sending them on to secondary schools were devised. Schemes of
work were exchanged between the two stages. Consultation between teachers of top primary classes and
secondary teachers was arranged. The School Council helped to bring together schools in the area. Each
stage of education became more aware of the contribution of the others and children moved from nursery to
primary and from primary to secondary school with more confidence. It all seems like commonsense and is
now taken for granted but it was new in these days.
The seventies was, on the whole, as I remember it, a happy time at Sciennes. Financial restrictions limited us
and we were constantly having to ask ourselves what we could do without rather that what was necessary.
We were becoming increasingly grateful to parents for their fund raising efforts. We did, however manage to
buy new textbooks, many new sets of paperbacks for children’s literature and to expand our school library.
One of the greatest assets of the school was its dedicated and enthusiastic teaching staff supported by our
own secretary without whose tact and experience the school could not have run so smoothly, our ever helpful
auxiliaries, caretakers and cleaning staff and, of course, the greatest asset of all — the children.
It was a great privilege to be part of Sciennes first century. As it enters its second century it will continue to
prosper because good teachers have always found ways of helping children to develop their talents, and
achieve their potential.
Mr Murray 1892
‘large man with big hands strode into classroom and struck his son Sam a stinging blow across the face and
left without a word.’
‘an ogre, but would sing ‘It’s the twenty fourth of May
It’s the Queen’s Birthday
An’ f ye dinnae gie’s a holiday
We’ll a’run away.”’
Jennifer Meiklyith
Miss McLeod 1920-30
‘delightful, truly dedicated and caring’
Miss Kemp 19 10-20
‘a fine teacher who coached through various exams and also helped study for Heriot Bursary which was
missed due to Scarlet Fever’ James Lewis
Miss Fotheringham 1950-60
‘taught poem called “Tippety Toes” Stewart Caruthers, Haddington
‘appeared old, extremely strict and she shouted a lot. Whenever any senior master entered the class
we had to cross our arms and lay our heads down on them to stop fidgeting’
Miss Bliss 1930-40
‘She kept a rocking horse at the back of the class that we could go on we had finished our work.
Constance Maclean neé Cairns

