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Head for the Hills during the Holidays 

Friends of Sciennes School (FSS) is encouraging pupils and their families to stay local and head for the 

hills in the Easter Holidays in order to raise funds for Sciennes.  Our school sits broadly in the centre of 

Edinburgh’s seven hills, most within just a few miles of school.   Before the Easter holidays all pupils will 

be given a handout with distances to each of the hills where they can record their challenge, be it one 

hill, two hills or all seven. A copy will also be emailed to parents over the next few days and pupils are 

being asked to return their completed handout to school after the Easter Holidays. 

We would love to see how you get on before and during your family’s challenge. Feel free to share your 

photos, drawings, stories with us on Twitter at @SciennesPS #sevenhillschallenge or email 

admin@sciennes.edin.sch.uk. We hope to share these and celebrate with the children when they return 

to school.  

We are setting ourselves a target of £3,000 to help us achieve our funding priorities. Our priorities for 

2021 include subsidising activities and excursions for families, the purchase of Promethean boards and 

extra-curricular opportunities.  Donations can be made via our official campaign page and you can 

create your own fundraising challenge page connected to the campaign. Just click on the Start 

Fundraising button. https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/sevenhillsforsciennes 

Thanks to the gift-aid scheme, FSS can reclaim money from the government on charitable donations 

from UK taxpayers.  This means that for each £1 donation, FSS can obtain an extra 25p. Your employer 

may also have a charity match funding scheme in place which the FSS would be delighted to receive.  

If you choose to collect cash donations, these can be handed into the school in a sealed, labelled 

envelope when the children return. So that the school is able to take advantage of the gift-aid scheme, 

please fill out this form if you are a UK taxpayer and return this with your donation: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/46

7898/Charity_GAD_Single_Donation.pdf 

Our priority is the health and wellbeing of all our children and families. If you are completing your 

challenge with other families, please follow the government guidance on social distancing. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for supporting Sciennes School. As a charity, your 

patience and understanding has been invaluable as we plan and prepare future events for your family’s 

participation. 

More information on the hills and their surrounds is below. 

Thank you for your support and we hope you enjoy exploring Edinburgh’s hills over the coming weeks. 

Friends of Sciennes School 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Edinburgh’s Seven Hills - as easy as A, B, C 

A is for Arthur’s Seat 

B is for Blackford Hill and Braid Hill 

C is for Calton Hill, Castle Rock, Corstorphine Hill and Craiglockhart Hill 

• Try out some rock scrambling to reach the top of Arthur’s seat. 

• On Corstorphine Hill, listen carefully and you may be able to hear some of the animals at the 

Zoo.  

• Listen for the bang of the 1 o’clock gun on Castle Rock. 

• Head through the Hermitage between Blackford and Braid Hill and collect some wild garlic. 

On a fine day, the view from all of these hills is fantastic.  Most are also surrounded by plenty of green 

space, so pack a picnic and make the most of the longer days!  See the links below for more information: 

https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/news/our-pick-the-seven-hills-of-edinburgh/ 

Seven Hills 
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