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RESPECT INCLUSION TEAMWORK EFFORT 
  17 September 2021 

DIARY DATES 
 
Monday 20 September – Holiday Monday 
Thursday 30 September Flu Vaccination 
Monday 18 October to Tuesday 26 October (Monday 25 October Inservice day for staff) 
Tuesday 2 November and Thursday 4 November Parent Consultations 4-7pm 
 
Dear Families 
 
A reminder that Monday is a holiday.  
 
Since the start of term there had been 37 positive COVID-19 cases in total, with 24 further 
cases confirmed last week (when we began reporting weekly numbers). 16 cases have been 
reported since Monday with no cases reported today. We hope you found yesterday’s letter 
from Professor Jason Leitch helpful but we are aware that there is still some anxiety within 
the community and we want to reassure that we continue to follow all guidance.  
 
Throughout the pandemic, all our staff meetings have been conducted via Teams. Some 
Primary One parents arriving to collect children this week might have wondered why four 
members of the Senior Leadership Team were gathered in the shed in the playground! We 
were experimenting with holding an outdoors meeting. It was a real treat to be in the same 
physical space all at the same time, but still preserve the workforce! Next time you may see 
us in the Nature Strip!  
 
We can confirm that Parent Consultations will again be online across city schools. We really 
miss the days of having the tremendous buzz of families within the building and look 
forward to the day when we can all meet again in person. Meanwhile, we can let you know 
that the meetings will be on Tuesday 2 November and Thursday 4 November 4-7pm via 
Microsoft Teams. Our Admin team – Mrs Brenda Ellis and Mrs Fiona Bandeen – will send out 
further details presently. Our new P1s will be issued with Office 365 accounts next week and 
please remember that your child’s account gives your family access to Office 365 apps and 
software on EITHER PC or Mac on up to 5 computers, 5 tablets AND 5 phones.  
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Online meetings are one example of how we have endeavoured to keep transmission at 
bay. Some parents have asked for detail on the mitigations we have in place. The same 
measures have remained in place since last August, with the addition of CO2 monitors.  This 
is not an exhaustive list of all our measures but we offer these as an overview: 
 
Class bubbles indoors 
Staggered entry, exit, morning break and lunch breaks 
Ventilation – windows and doors 
CO2 monitors consistently show ventilation is good  
Handwashing – regularly throughout the day 
Sanitisers – in class and sanitation stations around the building 
Face coverings and visors (all staff wear face coverings within the public areas of the 
building, some wear in class) 
Pupils can choose to wear face coverings if they wish 
Outdoor learning and PE using the playground, road, Nature Strip and Meadows. 
Restricted numbers of staff in two staff rooms (at most seven) and 2m distance maintained 
Staff use designated toilets and own crockery and cutlery 
Only essential visitors in the building 
Daily signing in and out sheets for Track and Trace 
Cleaning of tables within classrooms throughout the day 
Enhanced cleaning of banisters, door handles and light switches twice daily 
Electrostatic fogging of the entire building – monthly, in the evening, since June 2019 
Attendance at weekly online City of Edinburgh Health and Safety Meetings and surgeries 
Weekly inhouse health and safety meeting to review procedures  
Regular review of our school’s COVID Risk Assessment, in line with guidance 
Engaging with parental queries and comments to inform procedures 
Twice weekly lateral flow testing by staff 
 
We have mentioned previously that regular Lateral Flow tests do seem to be providing an 
effective tool in identifying cases and reducing spread. We know many of our families are 
choosing to do this regularly and it may be of help in allaying some anxieties. Lateral Flow 
kits are freely available at many chemists. If your child develops symptoms, or a Lateral Flow 
test is positive, then please keep your child at home, notify school and confirm with a PCR 
test.  
 
Please note that as the weather cools, it is increasingly important children dress warmly for 
school, not just to be ready for outdoor learning but also because windows in class are 
open. 
 
It was very disappointing, for the children and for us, that Swimming lessons were not able 
to begin as hoped last week. However, lessons are due to start on Tuesday 21 September 
for P5A and P5B and we hope the planned programme will be able to continue for a few 
weeks before instructors revert to their normal programme with other schools. Thereafter 
we will have regular Swimming instruction for one year group each Friday. 
 
This year at Sciennes, Rhona Kennedy, one of our Support for Learning teachers, has led the 
introduction of a new spelling approach using Highland Literacy’s, ‘Wraparound Spelling’ 
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with our Primary 3 to 7 pupils. We are very keen to foster a greater understanding of how 
words are spelt as well as increase interest levels and motivation. The programme involves 
at least three lessons taught each week in class. The lessons focus on: the phonic make up 
of words, word roots, growing/shrinking words using prefix and suffix knowledge and  
understanding, syllabification, vocabulary development, grammar and the origin of certain 
words. The lessons build in differentiation, revision and challenge throughout the 
programme. 
 
On Tuesday evening, Ms Kennedy and our other Support for Learning teacher, Paula 
Gilhooly, held a successful online event for the wider school community around the themes 
of diversity, differentiation, belonging and nurture. Thank you to parents and pupils who 
joined the initial meeting which will support our whole school focus on equalities and 
inclusion. 

We know many pupils are eagerly awaiting the announcement of leadership roles but we 
felt it fairer to allow some additional time for pupils who had been absent to put themselves 
forward. We hope to announce all roles by the end of next week. 

Thank you to everyone who so generously donated to parent Nicky Atkinson’s Care4Calais 
Afghanistan refugee appeal. P6A and Mr Gilchrist helped Nicky fill her car full on Wednesday 
and Nicky’s garage at home is also full to brimming. Thank you very much to Nicky and her 
family for providing such a positive way for the community to respond together. 
 
Carolyn Anstruther has been very busy splitting her time between St Leonard’s Nursery and 
Sciennes. The new Sensory Room at the nursery is now ready to be filled with some new 
resources and staff will consult with the children about what they would like. In Andrew’s 
absence we have all been pulling together as a Leadership team and we thank you again for 
your support. We are in regular contact with Andrew and also Senior Leader, Marie Lyon. 
Carolyn, John Armstrong and I are extremely grateful to Business Manager Steve Davies who 
normally works Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays but continues to support the school full 
time at present. We are also delighted to be able to inform you that yesterday Jenni 
McGrouther was successfully appointed to the permanent post of Principal Teacher. 
Andrew has really appreciated your kind messages and we know you join us in wishing him 
well in his recuperation. We all look forward to his return at the end of September. 
 
We hope you have a relaxing long weekend with family and friends. 
 

        Lucy, Carolyn, John, Steve and Jenni 
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