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RESPECT INCLUSION TEAMWORK EFFORT 
  24 September 2021 

DIARY DATES 
Thursday 30 September Flu Vaccination 
Monday 18 October to Tuesday 26 October (Monday 25 October Inservice day for staff) 
Tuesday 2 November and Thursday 4 November Parent Consultations 4-7pm 
 
Dear Families 
 
A reminder that Flu Vaccination takes place in school on THURSDAY 30 SEPTEMBER. 
 
Like many of our colleagues in other Lothian schools (who have similar or higher numbers of 
positive cases) we have experienced a surge in COVID-19 but are now seeing a decline. 
Following two positive cases reported on Tuesday we were pleased to be able to share daily 
updates of no cases on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. Most of our pupils have now 
returned to school and thankfully seem unaffected. Andrew, as we mentioned last week, 
hopes to return to school by the end of September. This is a stark reminder to us all not to 
become complacent with mitigations, despite our recent good news about pupil cases. 
 
In line with many of our colleagues across the city, we have faced significant staffing 
challenges since the start of term. With the current high demand for supply teachers there 
is consequently a shortage. However, we have been extremely fortunate to secure a 
number of high calibre supply staff who have been able to come to Sciennes regularly, when 
they have had availability. We have mentioned how the Senior Leadership Team is pulling 
together, but also want you to know that the whole staff team – teaching and non-teaching 
- has been resourceful, resilient and terrifically supportive not just of one another but also 
of us. Staff have either supported supply teachers or stepped in themselves to cover classes 
where required, enabling classes to follow normal curriculum plans as far as possible. 
Ultimately this means that school has remained open and running smoothly, so we pass on 
our grateful thanks. 
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Our new chef, Dave Galloway, is both talented and experienced. He has worked at many 
other schools in his career including Loretto’s and St Mary’s School of Music. Dave is very 
approachable and responsive and would like to gather feedback from families and children 
about catering in the school generally. Later in the term we will help him to do that, but 
meanwhile he welcomes specific queries emailed to the school office. There was some 
disappointment from several children about a change in the menu this week when a 
delivery of fish unexpectedly did not arrive. Regrettably, it may not be the last time there is 
a problem with deliveries. We have been asked to pass on a message from Chris Ross, 
Catering Manager: 
  

“Due to current national supply chain issues, we may need to change our menus at short 
notice as we adapt to the changing situation.  As you may be aware from the national media 
there is currently a shortage of HGV drivers, this in some cases may result in product 
substitutions. We are working closely with our catering suppliers to mitigate disruption and 
our catering teams are working to adapt menus at a local level based on product availability. 
Pupils with special diets will continue to be catered for, however menus may differ from that 
on ParentPay. In addition, COVID is having an impact within our catering team resources, in 
some isolated cases we are having to deliver a packed lunch service offering, our teams are 
working incredibly hard to provide the best service possible during unprecedented times, we 
apologise for any inconvenience this may cause.” 
 
We are delighted to be able to offer an opportunity to take part in series of running events 

at the Meadows for P5-7 pupils. Races will take place every Wednesday for five weeks, 

starting on 27 October. James Gillespie’s and Preston Street Primary schools will also take 

part so it will provide an excellent opportunity to meet other pupils within our learning 

community. Permission slips have been issued to interested children. We would appreciate 

support from any parents/carers who would be happy to come along and support the 

management of these races. Any questions, please get in touch with Gregor Hutchison (PE 

and Class Teacher) or John Armstrong, DHT. 

 
Many thanks to Parent Council Chair, Caroline McKellar, for leading the first Parent Council 
meeting of the year on Wednesday evening. Although the technology can at times be 
challenging - and it would be lovely to be all together in the same room - it has been 
wonderful to see such a consistently high turnout at the Parent Council meetings since 
these moved online. Great to welcome new Primary One parents! Our thanks to Schools 
Estate Manager Robbie Crockatt who gave so much of his time to update families on how 
the Council is working to support the school during building works at the rear of the school. 
Robbie is always open to suggestions from parents and has been working with us to 
improve playground space for the children throughout the construction period. 
 
Everyone is delighted with the designs for the new two storey building which will house four 
classrooms at the rear of the main building.  This will replace the original portacabin 
classrooms that were demolished a few years ago. We were excited to hear from Robbie 
that the start date for enabling works to begin is the October break.  
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Decanting two classes – P4A and P4C – into two temporary classrooms has been necessary 
for the duration of the build. This has been by far the preferred solution and we are glad we 
did not have to decant the children to another school. The portacabins are high quality and 
the teachers and children are really enjoying using them. However, they do have a large 
footprint in an already small playground so the Parent Council has been actively seeking 
solutions for increasing outdoor play. In some ways COVID has complicated this, but in other 
ways it has improved our situation, for example allowing us to make use of the ‘Spaces for 
People’ temporary road closure.  
 
Our normal COVID mitigations - including three morning breaks and three lunch sittings-
have remained in place but we made a change to the playground in August. Previously, year 
group bubbles were separated outdoors by a row of cones dividing the playground in half. 
Now a P1 and P2 outdoor bubble shares the whole playground, then P5 and P6 are out 
together and finally P3 and P4. Classes are still in bubbles indoors. 
 
P7 pupils currently use the road and Nature Strip at both breaktimes. Normally, P7 would 
use the Meadows 12.45-1.15pm but staffing constraints and the pressures of supervising 
three staggered breaks mean this has not been possible, even if we had parent volunteers 
assisting.  Earlier in the year, there was a problem with a wall and we cordoned off an area. 
The wall is now repaired but we found it was easier to supervise the P7 children by 
maintaining reduced access to the Nature Strip during their break. When children access the 
Nature Strip during class time they can use the whole area. Some parents have requested 
that other year groups access the Nature Strip at break time. However, we feel that it is 
currently safest for our older pupils. We also see it as a P7 privilege which goes some way 
towards making up for missing out on using the Meadows at lunch break at the moment. 
However, we are working with the Council and the Parent Council to make the road area 
safer, which would open up more possibilities for other year groups to have access at break 
times. 
 
A group of members of our Parent Council, led by Slim Gueddana, met with Robbie Crockatt 
this morning to discuss the issues raised at the Parent Council meeting and agree some 
potential solutions.  
 
For decades, the heartfelt desire has been to close the road in front of the school 
permanently and extend the playground, connecting it to the Nature Strip. There has always 
been and there still is community and cross party support, though road regulations and 
legalities have hampered ambitions. Tenaciously, our parents have pursued full closure and 
have managed to move things forward significantly but it has become particularly pressing 
to have access to a secure, safe playground space throughout the duration of the new build. 
The Council seeks the same goals, so solutions took firmer shape this morning during 
discussions. A row of planters is planned, to help navigate members of the public away from 
the children. Colourful painting and markings on the road and pavements will hopefully 
make it clearer to passing cyclists and pedestrians that it is a play area. An all round very 
productive meeting which also considered removing some of the street furniture and 
perhaps adding much needed bike racks. 
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Robbie and his team have also been actively exploring how we can utilise the rear 
playground. There were some safety concerns over rubble and pipes following the 
demolition of the old portacabins. Tarmac across the whole area proved too prohibitively 
costly but Robbie and our Business Manager, Steve Davies, have drawn up plans to allow 
pupil access to a sectioned off area as soon as possible. 
 
Some parents raised a concern that a high rate of COVID-19 in the portacabins might be 
linked to the ventilation there. Steve and Robbie were able to provide an update at the 
Parent Council meeting. Monitors have consistently shown lower levels of CO2 in the 
portacabins than in the main building. The window frames are triple vented which provides 
additional ventilation and engineers have confirmed the ventilation meets HSE Guidelines. 
We had similarly high rates of COVID in two other classrooms which would suggest there is 
no correlation, but we will continue to monitor. We have been provided with two additional 
CO2 monitors that we will solely purpose in the portacabins meanwhile.  
 
This week is Global Goals week. Our Assembly focus today celebrated the Sustainable 
Development Global Goals, first launched in New York –and at Sciennes! - in 2015. Our 
young people are impressively switched on to facing the problems of the planet and have 
tremendously creative ideas for tackling poverty, inequality and climate change. These three 
themes, linked to Human Rights, underlie the seventeen goals for a better world by 2030. 
Goal 13 Climate Action has the most widespread appeal amongst the children. The COP26 
climate conference takes place in Glasgow in November and we hope there will be many 
opportunities for the children to get involved. 
 
Congratulations to P4A pupil Joe Wilson whose team, the Currie Chieftains, took part in a 
rugby competition in Biggar and won!  
 
 
We hope you have a relaxing weekend.  
 
 

        Lucy, Carolyn, John, Steve and Jenni 
  

Lucy Gallagher | Depute Head Teacher | Sciennes Primary School 
10 Sciennes Road, Edinburgh EH9 1LG | Tel +44 (0)131 667 1243 

Email lucy.gallagher@sciennes.edin.sch.uk | Website www.sciennes.edin.sch.uk | Twitter @SciennesPS 
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