
 
RESPECT INCLUSION TEAMWORK EFFORT  

  3 September 2021  
DIARY DATES  
  
Monday 20 September – Holiday Monday  
Monday 18 October to Tuesday 26 October (Monday 25 October Inservice day for staff)  
  

Dear Families  
  
We know many of you will have noticed Andrew’s absence this week and he has given us permission to 
inform you that he has tested positive for COVID-19. We work closely as a Senior Leadership team and 
have been in constant contact with Andrew throughout to ensure the normal, safe running of the 
school, also able to call upon Senior Leader Marie Lyon. We miss him though and know you will join us 
in wishing him well.  
  
Our staff have been in the habit of taking regular Lateral Flow tests since last year and we are very 
grateful that many families have been doing this regularly this term, as encouraged by government 
guidelines.  This has quickly identified even asymptomatic cases in school, particularly in siblings. If 
your child develops symptoms, or a Lateral Flow test is positive, then please confirm this with a PCR 
test and notify school. Please remember that you can pick up free Lateral Flow tests from selected 
chemists.   
  
Daily updates may have led to a sense that numbers at Sciennes are particularly high. Council policy 
restricts us from identifying numbers of cases in particular classes but we can report that to 
date we have had 37 pupil cases confirmed by a positive PCR test out of a population of 651 (under 
6%).  
  
The new guidance from the Scottish government and NHS Lothian on 9 August was a huge shift from 
previous guidance in that whole classes will no longer be sent home to self-isolate when positive cases 
emerge. This is because classmates are no longer considered ‘close contacts.’  Please note this 
means Test and Protect no longer contact classmates’ families (unless they deem them to be a close 
contact outside of school, overnight sleepover etc).  We want to reassure you all normal mitigations 
are in place and that everyone’s safety remains our priority.  
  
Thank you for continuing to support us with staggered times. It has been particularly helpful that 
children are arriving close to their own particular start time at each entrance which helps reduce 
congestion. P3/4 8.45am, P1/2 8.50am, P5-7 8.55am  
  



We contacted you with the terribly sad and unexpected news that former teacher Mel Ross died last 
week after a short illness. Many parents have been in touch to say that they would like to mark Mel 
Ross' time at Sciennes. Carolyn Anstruther has been in close contact with Mel’s family and we are 
going to purchase a large wooden storytelling chair as Mel loved to read stories to her classes. Details 
of how you can get involved will be with you next week.   
  

The Support for Learning Department is hosting an event for the wider school community around the 
themes of diversity, differentiation, belonging and nurture.   
They are meeting virtually on TUESDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER 7pm (Microsoft Teams) to plan the 
event. They are keen that any staff, parents and young people who would like to be involved in 
planning or contributing to the event come along to this planning meeting.   
Please email 
paula.gilhooly@sciennes.edin.sch.uk  or Rhona.kennedy@sciennes.edin.sch.uk and they will send you 
the meeting link.  
 

We had two Assemblies last week! Our Business Manager, Steve Davies, arranged an excellent safety 
talk for the children last Friday. Using Teams, the Chief Designer for the construction project at the Sick 
Kids, Stuart Allen (Safety Stu), gave a very comprehensive presentation. It was relevant not only for the 
very important safety messages but also for Developing the Young Workforce (DYW). Stuart will be in 
charge of the project for the next two years and has also expressed willing to come in to talk to the 
children again.  
  
We were also grateful to link up with Parent Zone and Google for a live bespoke Internet Safety 
Assembly, beamed live to us and a school in the Highlands from London. The children really enjoyed 
the interactive nature of the ‘Be Internet Legends’ event which put across important messages in a fun 
and engaging way. If you missed it, a link has been posted in Teams or you can catch up here:  
  
This week there is not a live Assembly beamed to classes but instead we have asked teachers to have a 
stage specific focus on Afghanistan. They will also highlight a charity initiative to support Afghan 
refugees by one of our parents Nicky Atkinson (parent of Holly and Leyla Atkinson) which will begin 
next week. We will send details on Monday and want to thank her for organising a way 
to respond as a community.  
  
Mrs Kimberley Winter, Pupil Support Assistant, is moving on to study for a PhD in Edinburgh. We all 
wished her well on her last day with us today and hope she will keep in touch,  
  
Have a great weekend. Andrew says he hopes you enjoy the new Abba tracks!  
  
 Lucy, Carolyn, John, Steve and Jenni 
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