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RESPECT INCLUSION TEAMWORK EFFORT 
  1 October 2021 

DIARY DATES 
Monday 18 October to Tuesday 26 October (Monday 25 October Inservice day for staff) 
Tuesday 2 November and Thursday 4 November Parent Consultations 4-7pm 
 
Dear Families 
 
With only one positive COVID case in school this week, and two last week, we do have a 
sense that things are greatly improving. However, a cautionary tale to bear in mind is that 
Andrew has now been signed off work until at least the beginning of the new term, after the 
October holiday. He is very grateful for all your kind wishes. We all miss him and wish him 
well in his recuperation. 
 
On Thursday a ten strong team led NHS Lothian’s ‘flu vaccination programme in school for 
pupils and staff with exceptional efficiency. An extraordinary effort and the children 
appreciated their reassuring warmth and friendliness. It was lovely to discover one of the 
nurses, Laura, was a former pupil (circa 1980!) and great to hear she was inspired to 
become a nurse by Sciennes’ School Nurse at the time, Mrs Waugh.  
 
Mrs Waugh is fondly remembered in our School History document, collated in 2012 to 
celebrate the school’s 120th Anniversary. https://sciennesprimaryschool.com/history/ 
At the time we also created six iBooks outlining ‘A Dozen Decades at Sciennes’ which are 
still available to download. Mr Scott kindly looked out a Centenary Booklet produced in 
1992 and gave Laura a copy. He also showed her the Swimming pool on a trip down 
Memory Lane when she had a spare moment. 
 
At last, Friday Swimming lessons resumed today with the first four week block of lessons for 
P5A with our new Swimming Specialist, Amy Hamilton. P5B will be next, then P5C with P4 
pupils on remaining Fridays in the rest of the year. Our pool is utilised by other schools but a 
number of parents have contacted with suggestions for funding Swimming for other year 
groups and it is something we will investigate. 
 
Primary 3 are running a Foodbank Appeal as part of their Food and Farming project and  

need your help!  

https://sciennesprimaryschool.com/history/
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“Foodbanks are an essential resource for many families across Edinburgh. If possible, please 

can you bring in a donation next week.  The kinds of things you could donate include tinned 

foods, cereals, rice, pasta, biscuits and long-life milk.  Primary 3 helpers will be collecting any 

donations from all classrooms throughout next week. The last day for donations is Friday 8th 

October. Thank you, Primary 3.” 

 
Wonderful that so many pupils have expressed interest in a series of running events at the 

Meadows for P5-7 pupils and so many parents have offered to support. Races will take place 

every Wednesday for five weeks, starting on 27 October. Mr Gregor Hutchison (PE and Class 

Teacher) and Mr John Armstrong, DHT are co-ordinating – with great help from P6 pupil 

Penny Leitch – and will be in contact. 

 

During both Lockdowns we issued all our pupils with a Learning Pack that included school 
novels. After two periods of school closure and learning at home, understandably, many of 
our reading books have not made it back to school so we are announcing a complete 
Sciennes Reading Book Amnesty! We would be extremely grateful if you could have a 
rummage at home and hand in any you find to the school office or Class Teachers – no 
questions asked! Thank you. 
 

On Monday, Senior Project Officer Gert Rijsdijk from City of Edinburgh’s Active Travel team 
met with members of the Parent Council to progress proposals for additional playground 
space in Sciennes Road. 
 
Some of the proposals include: 

• The pavement at the school railing side will remain for pedestrians 

• 3m of the road will be kept for two-way cycle traffic 

• A row of low-level planters will run along the length of the road dividing the play space 
from the public. 

• Low-level planters will run from where the existing planters are located. 

• The fence at the Nature Strip will be removed in that area. 

• The pavement at the Nature Strip side will be a play space. 
 
Robbie Crockatt, Schools Estate Manager, is keen to support ways to signal to the public 
that the area is a play space for children and this includes proposals to paint the road. 
Today, instead of Assembly, we asked all the children from P1-P7 to share their design 
ideas. Thank you to parent Gidona Henderson for looking into this part of the project for us. 
 
We held a staff training session on Wednesday after school to look together at our School 
Improvement Priorities for the year ahead. We met in different rooms and maintained 
ventilation and distancing. It was the first time we have held a session in person rather than 
online since the first lockdown and it was wonderful to be together again, albeit in groups. 
 
Earlier on Wednesday, we met with Stewart Connell, the Senior Change and Delivery Officer 
project managing part of the City of Edinburgh’s expansive and exciting Empowered 
Learning programme which will: 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/news/article/13149/digital-boost-for-pupils-with-39-000-ipads-in-1-1-roll-out
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/news/article/13149/digital-boost-for-pupils-with-39-000-ipads-in-1-1-roll-out
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• Provide an iPad to every pupil from P6 to S6 and every teacher, as well as making shared 
iPads available for use in P1 to 5 and Early Years.  

• Enhance WiFi coverage and capacity in all schools and Early Years settings.  

• Provide a wide range of professional learning opportunities for teachers, to help develop 
effective digital pedagogies. 

 
Sciennes has a long-established history of developing innovative use of technology in 
teaching and learning. Each P7 had a handheld device as far back as 2007, moving to 
personal iPads since 2012. For many years now, each of our P6 and P7 pupils has a personal 
iPad for use in school, with shared access at every other stage. We welcome and support 
the huge and visionary investment by City of Edinburgh Council which will help us maximise 
use of the brand new interactive Whiteboard Promethean Panels installed last year in all 23 
classrooms, as well as the Support for Learning Base. Another panel is soon to be added to 
our Science Base and all have been generously funded by our families through amazing 
fundraising efforts by our wonderful Parent Council. 
 
The future is increasingly brightening. 
 
Despite our love of technology, we hope you have a relaxing, switched off weekend.  
 

        Lucy, Carolyn, John, Steve and Jenni 
 

  
Lucy Gallagher | Depute Head Teacher | Sciennes Primary School 
10 Sciennes Road, Edinburgh EH9 1LG | Tel +44 (0)131 667 1243 
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