
 1 

 
 

RESPECT INCLUSION TEAMWORK EFFORT 
 

Happy Diwali to all our families celebrating next week 
  29 October 2021 

DIARY DATES 
Tuesday 2 November and Thursday 4 November Parent Consultations 4-7pm 
Diwali Thursday 4 November 
Parent Council meeting Wednesday 10 November 7pm-8.30pm 
Children in Need Friday 19 November 
Parent Council Winter Fair Saturday 4 December 12pm-3pm 
 
Dear Families 
 
We have all enjoyed welcoming the children back to school and we hope everyone had a 
restful and fun October break.  
 
Thankfully, there have been no positive cases of COVID reported in school this week. We 
will still proceed cautiously as we head towards winter and will let you know about any 
updates to the advice from the Scottish Government. Thank you for continuing to wear face 
masks at drop off and pick up and for physically distancing. Indoor class bubbles remain and 
since August, a P1 and P2 bubble, a P3 and P4 bubble and a P5 and P6 bubble share the 
playground at the three different morning and lunch breaks. Last term, P3 and P4 ate first 
then played. In the interests of fairness, this term P5 and P6 have the chance to eat first 
before they go into the playground with P1, P2 and P7 breaks remaining unchanged. We will 
notify you in advance if we decide to introduce changes to staggered entry and exit times. 

Monday’s Inservice Day was a great opportunity to focus on Teaching and Learning. An 
online session, successfully led by Kieran Heaney, Edinburgh Learns Development Officer, 
introduced teaching staff to the new City of Edinburgh Teachers’ Charter programme. This a 
high quality Professional Learning programme which provides opportunities for all staff to 
develop and enhance their professional knowledge and practice. It was a very helpful launch 
to the programme, with our staff engaging positively in ways we can advance the quality of 
our learners’ experiences. 
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We were very grateful to Flora Stevenson Headteacher, Sonja Brown, who allowed us to join 
their Autism Spectrum Disorder Training on Monday when our own trainer was unwell. 
Davidson’s Mains staff joined as well and it was lovely to hook up with colleagues and 
friends across the city online. Many thanks to Depute Principal Psychologist, Heather 
Gorton, who led the session so effectively. Thank you also to Fiona Bogie and John Hannan 
from Additional Support for learning Services (ASLS) who led a session on group 
communication skills for our Pupil Support Assistants, arranged by Rhona Kennedy and 
Paula Gilhooly. Paula also provided an informative session on Foetal Alcohol Syndrome. 
 
Thank you very much to parent James Chow who took the superb P1 photographs again this 
year and to Print Pixels for producing them free of cost for all P1 parents!  Fantastic support 
for the school and our families! Additional copies can be purchased from Print Pixels. 
Printing Services in Edinburgh | Print Pixels Ltd 
 
Many thanks to Leda Uberbacher for organising the Parent Council Christmas cards, again 
with generous support from Print Pixels. Packs were distributed this week - mostly without 
any hiccups! (We are aware of some printing errors and can confirm that Print Pixel will fully 
resolve these.) Additional merchandise with the children’s artwork is also available on 
ParentPay.  
 
Mug 7.50 
Key ring 2.50 
Bag 9 
Bottle 10 
Cards pack of (10) £6 
 
In staffing news, on Thursday, we bid a fond farewell to Pupil Support Assistant Mrs Zina 
Anisimoviene who is taking up a new post with Library Services. We presented Zina with 
flowers and a voucher as a small token of our grateful appreciation for all her hard work, 
kindness and tremendous support for the children. We are also sad to be losing new chef 
Dave Galloway who has only been with us since August but has been offered a very 
attractive position closer to his home in East Lothian. Dave quickly became a highly valued 
member of the team and we wish him well in his new post, beginning mid-November. 
 
On Friday 5 November we are conducting interviews for new Playground Supervisor posts 
and are very grateful for support from the Council with this additional break time 
supervision. City of Edinburgh Council announced this week the provision of additional Pupil 
Support Assistant posts to support schools and we will advertise positions in due course. We 
have two PGDE students working with us this term. Simon Carpenter, a former Sciennes 
pupil, joins P7C with Ms Gladstone and Louisa McAuslane joins Mrs Barker in P1B. 
 
The first of five running Winter Series running competitions kicked off at a rain-soaked 
Meadows on Wednesday. The damp conditions, however, did not deter the young people 
from Sciennes, James Gillespie’s and Preston Street Primary schools.  55 pupils from 
Sciennes Primary school took part in a race over 2 kilometres which followed the junior 
Parkrun route, with some choosing to enjoy the 1 kilometre fun run. All young people 
showed great determination and perseverance to complete the route with many Sciennes 

https://printpixels.co.uk/
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pupils recording top 10 finishes. Special mentions should go to Finlay Glass and Stella 
Crawford who won their respective races in style. Thank you to all parents and carers who 
came down to offer their support and also to Simon MacLean of Preston Street for 
organising the course. Thanks also to Mr Armstrong, Mr Hutchison and Mr Mitchell for 
leading the event and to everyone who took part and came along to cheer on. Wonderful! 
 
We were made aware of a potential near miss this morning on Tantallon Place between 
Hatton Place and Sciennes Road. One of our pupils was almost knocked off his bike as a 
result of cars double parking there. The problem seems to increase in wet weather, so 
another reminder to our families, please only ever park safely, even if this means a short 
walk to school. 
 
Perhaps it comes with the time of year but many of our pupils have been seen recently with 
lollipops. For safety reasons – as well as health reasons – a reminder that we strongly 
discourage lollipops in school. We also encourage children to use a hood rather than an 
umbrella, again for safety reasons. If you wish your child to use an umbrella on the walk to 
school, it is helpful if you take charge of it before they reach the school gate. Thank you. 
Great to see almost all of our pupils in school uniform and we really appreciate your support 
with this. 
 
It was unfortunate that the Parent Council Halloween Trail due to take place tomorrow on 
Saturday 30 October 2-5pm was cancelled. However, there were lots of fun and spooky 
Halloween activities happening in class today. 
 
Primary Five had a very exciting start to the day today! Mr Ian Murray MP beamed live to 
their classrooms to answer their questions about Sustainability and Climate Change. Mr 
Murray spoke very knowledgeably and we know Climate Action is a topic of particular 
concern to him so we were delighted he could join us for this Children’s Parliament ‘The 
Moment’ special event. Perfect timing today to coincide with COP26.  
 
“We spoke to Ian Murray, about the COP26 climate conference. We got to ask him questions 
about climate change and the UK government’s plans to combat climate change in the 
future.” 
 
Thank you very much to Anna Wittland for arranging. The new Sciennes pupil ECO team is 
making a video with Miss Wittland next week, so we will be handing over to them for an 
Assembly about COP26 and climate change  
 
At Assemblies today we mentioned Mr Murray’s session as well as P5 messages ‘Dear World 
Leaders’ which featured recently alongside their artwork in an ECO Schools Scotland 
presentation. Here is an example from P5C: 
 
This is our message to you all. Included in our artwork are just a few of the species 
endangered by climate change. Our artwork is called ‘All at Sea’ because that is how we feel 
things are now. Things don’t feel right. 
The message in the melting iceberg reads… 
 

https://climatechangemakers.childrensparliament.org.uk/the-moment/
https://climatechangemakers.childrensparliament.org.uk/the-moment/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=h-7xUZMxZcc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=h-7xUZMxZcc
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Dear world leaders, 
26 meetings and the crisis is worse than ever. Do something now. 
The world is burning. The ice is melting. Animals are dying. Sea levels are rising. 
Adults should be our role models, not the other way round. 
Stop the blah blah blah. 
Please.  
From 
P5c 
 
The main focus of today’s Assembly was Harvest and was led by Stuart Irvin, Minister at St 
Catherine’s Argyll Church. Stuart pitched his messages perfectly for both age groups – P1-P3 
then P4-P7. He explained how for thousands of years people have been using the time of 
harvesting - and what should be a time of plenty for all - to think of others less fortunate 
than ourselves. P3 certainly managed to do that when they organised a whole school 
Foodbank appeal last term. Lewis, Finn and Leila from P3A spoke really well to describe the 
roles and tasks they had to take on to achieve such a successful fundraising initiative. Well 
done to all of P3, including teachers, and thank you to everyone who donated so 
generously. 
 
It was with a heavy heart that we had to bid fond farewell to Stuart at the end of the 
Assembly because sadly it is the last one he will deliver for us. Stuart has been a highly 
valued member of the team for five years and has led several Assemblies for us in person in 
St Catherine’s’, in our Gym Hall and for the last 18 months online on Teams. We will all miss 
Stuart and wish him well as he moves to Torrance near Glasgow with his wife and young 
family at the end of November. We presented Stuart with a small token of our thanks and it 
was lovely for him to receive handmade cards from the children. Fond regards from us all. 
 
For various reasons, this was the first live Assembly on Teams since Andrew became ill. It 

felt important to host it in his office where we have led all the other online Assemblies 

together, not just because it was the first one without him but because it was the last one 

with Stuart without him. Many of you will know that Andrew is a man accustomed to long 

running sessions at dawn and entirely unaccustomed to ill health. I know you will join me in 

sending positive thoughts Andrew’s way.  

 
The staff are all really looking forward to meeting with families online next week for Parent 
Consultations and we hope you have a restful weekend. 
 

        Lucy, Carolyn, John, Steve and Jenni 
 

  
Lucy Gallagher | Acting Head Teacher | Sciennes Primary School 
10 Sciennes Road, Edinburgh EH9 1LG | Tel +44 (0)131 667 1243 

Email lucy.gallagher@sciennes.edin.sch.uk | Website www.sciennes.edin.sch.uk | Twitter @SciennesPS 

mailto:lucy.gallagher@sciennes.edin.sch.uk
http://www.sciennes.edin.sch.uk/

