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RESPECT INCLUSION TEAMWORK EFFORT 
 

 19 November 2021 
DIARY DATES 
Parent Council Winter Fair Saturday 4 December PLEASE NOTE TIME is 2pm-5pm 
 
Dear Families 
 
We had one positive case reported earlier this week though the pupil was not in school. There was 
one further pupil case reported late this evening in a P6 class. Cases are on the rise in Edinburgh, 
predominantly in the age 5-12 population, but we feel confident we can introduce a slight change to 
our timetabling, though will review if necessary. 
 
Please note that from Monday 22 November there will be only two staggered entry and exit times.  
P3-P7 8.50am -3.20pm M-Th /12.05pm Friday 
P1-P2 8.55am 2.55pm M-Th /12.10pm Friday 
At Assembly, we reminded the children they should still maintain the same order coming into school. 
For example, at the main east door, P7 should continue to wait in the bike shed and P6 wait at the 
wall until called to come in. P4 will still be ushered in first at 8.50am. P1 and P2 will be able to enter 
from 8.55am.  
 
Space in the playground is limited because of the temporary classrooms so we need to avoid 
congestion, for safety reasons as much as for COVID reasons. Younger P1 and P2 children should 
arrive after all the older pupils have entered the building and we would greatly appreciate your 
support with this. 
 
In other safety news, the whole school managed to evacuate quickly and safely during our Fire Drill 

on Wednesday morning. Thank you to our Business Manager Steve Davies for leading and co-

ordinating so well. 

 
You may have seen the new fencing that was installed on Thursday on Sciennes Road.  With the 

support of City of Edinburgh Council, a secure play area has been created on the street for children to 

play ball and other games safely. Removal of the Nature Strip fencing will open up the area further. 

Thank you to the Parent Council who have ideas for making this functional space also look more 
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welcoming. Until now, we felt only Primary Sevens could use the area safely. We look forward to 

other year groups being able to access at break times. 

 

Please note the time of the Winter Fair 2pm-5pm on Saturday 5 December. Thank you for the 
hamper donations which are already coming into school! There will be seven Christmas hampers in 
total – one for each stage - and donations can be handed to Class Teachers. Although it will not be 
possible to enter the school building, or use the toilets, the Nature Strip and road will be in use for 
the Winter Fair. 
 

Carolyn Anstruther continues to lead and manage her wonderful team at St Leonard’s Nursery and it 

was a team effort to launch the nursery’s new website this week: 

https://stlenursery.wordpress.com/ 
 
Lovely to welcome QIEO Marie Lyon back to school on Thursday and thank her for her recent advice, 
including extra-curricular clubs. On Andrew’s recommendation, this time we sourced gluten free, 
vegan cakes from Sugar Daddy’s Bakery in Roseneath Street! Marie will return to Sciennes in January 
to support self-evaluation of our practice. 
 
At the Parent Council meeting last week, several questions were raised about extra-curricular 

activities, particularly about variations in approach across the city. We subsequently made our own 

enquiries and now feel in a better informed position to answer. It is indeed the case that some 

schools are operating indoor clubs. Some parents had queried why this was happening elsewhere but 

not at Sciennes. Indoor clubs are permissible where perhaps school staff are leading the club or 

where numbers are small and where satisfactory risk assessments and mitigations can be put in 

place. Cynthia Berry has restarted the Swimming club this week which is wonderful but as a safety 

mitigation children are dropped off at and collected from the main door, without adults having to 

enter the building.  John Armstrong’s Running Club takes place outdoors on Wednesdays and our 

new Korean Club is online. All are examples where mitigations put in place have allowed some of our 

clubs to restart. Janine Ridley (Parent Council School Clubs Convener) and I hope to explore which 

others might safely start when we meet with our Active Schools Co-ordinator Eliot Ambrose in 

December. 

 
At the penultimate running event in the cluster ‘Winter series’, Sciennes Primary School, once again, 
led the way. Finlay and Stella remain as the runners to catch but Duncan Collin, Oscar Unger and 
Oscar Muir were pushing them the distance. Finlay’s winning run was particularly impressive this 
week as he picked up a slight injury mid-way round. In addition to this, Moses Rowe in Primary 7, who 
showed incredible progress forcing his way into the top ten last week, improved again finishing 
eighth. In the girls’ race Emi Daunt and Amy Yang continue to push Stella. However, they are backed 
up by consistent performances from Mya Yang, Eilidh Mowbray, Penny Leitch, Maria Spadavecchia 
and Laura Kitchin. 

John Armstrong, Depute Headteacher 
 

 
 
 

https://stlenursery.wordpress.com/


 3 

On Thursday, Primary 6 had a fantastic virtual visit from Ruth Eastham, author of “The Jaguar Trials”. 
In the morning session, Ruth told P6 what inspires her, where she gets her ideas and about some of 
her books, before challenging pupils to write their own adventure story. In the afternoon she then 
had a feedback session with each class to hear a few of the stories and give feedback and tips to help 
us develop their writing. Primary 6 will now work on finishing, editing and redrafting. 
 

I absolutely LOVED my time with the children! Their writing was really high quality - I was 

truly impressed. Thanks Wendy and thanks Katherine and Jamie. You were all amazing as well! 

None of it was possible without you. So, thank YOU!  

          Ruth Easton, Author 

 
Ms McGrouther and I issued various forms to pupils in preparation for our forthcoming residential to 
Benmore Education Centre in February 2022 with Primary Six. Please return contract and KiC forms to 
Class Teachers. We issued our own suggested clothing list as well as Benmore’s suggested list. 
Further information can be found on our website: Sciennes@Benmore2022 (wordpress.com) 
 
Carolyn Anstruther produced a video for Friday’s P1-3 Assembly where she read the story “Enemy 
Pie” by Derek Munson and Tara Calahan King to mark Anti-Bullying Week. Carolyn also reminded 
pupils about the theme of ‘One Kind Word’ and how powerful kind words can be. 
 
Thank you to P7 pupils Diarmuid Sim and Edward McKenna for leading their Children in Need ‘Next 
Level’ Appeal in school and presenting at the P4-P7 Assembly. They were able to announce that to 
date a grand total of £571 has been raised for Children in Need! Former pupil Millie Stobie-Platts sent 
a thank you video and we thanked her for her amazing efforts with the #rickshawchallenge. P7 House 
Captains introduced themselves and Sports Captains will have an opportunity to do that next week. 
We listened to the Odd Socks Anti-Bullying song and thanked P6A and Mr Gilchrist for the fantastic 
displays of socks in the stairwell. Well done everyone on the creative sock designs. It has been great 
to see all the children stopping to read the ‘One Kind Word’ messages written on them. 

 
This afternoon, John Armstrong, Depute Headteacher led a highly engaging two hour professional 
learning session for our staff and we thank him for his time in preparation and for his expertise. 
 
Last night, our Support for Learning Specialist Paula Gilhooly led a very well attended and informative 
Adoption UK online session with excellent presentations from trauma informed educators. This 
national event featured one of our own parents, Educational Psychologist Miranda Eodenable, as well 
as Senior Manager, Inclusion, Sharon McGhee. Such a treat to welcome Sharon back to Sciennes on 
Friday evening to help her out with some printing. And she brought treats! Always a delight, as well 
as an inspiration. 
 
We hope you have a restful weekend 
 
        Lucy, Carolyn, John, Steve and Jenni 
  

Lucy Gallagher | Acting Head Teacher | Sciennes Primary School 
10 Sciennes Road, Edinburgh EH9 1LG | Tel +44 (0)131 667 1243 

Email lucy.gallagher@sciennes.edin.sch.uk | Website www.sciennes.edin.sch.uk | Twitter @SciennesPS 

https://sciennesbenmore2022.wordpress.com/
mailto:lucy.gallagher@sciennes.edin.sch.uk
http://www.sciennes.edin.sch.uk/

