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   RESPECT INCLUSION TEAMWORK EFFORT 

 1 July 2022 
           DIARY DATES 

Wednesday 17 August Pupils resume 
 
Dear Families  
 
It has been an emotional end to the session and I have been trying to process why. I hope you will 
forgive the length of the extensive cathartic musings that follow (and Andrew will excuse the one off 
change to the Round Up title)! 
 
This year has definitely presented many challenges but recently watching our fabulous Primary Sevens 
perform so confidently on stage in front of families I realised that - working together - our community 
has actually managed not just to come through, but to prevail. Looking back, there have been many 
signposts to normality resuming - Clubs, Fruit Group, P5 performing Scottish Opera in front of other 
classes, sports events, trips, Sports Day, the new P1s Open Afternoon and most definitely the Summer 
Fair. It is therefore positive emotion, perhaps even relief - and certainly belief - that we are all back on 
track for bright tomorrows.  
 
Andrew is not only our Commander-in-Chief; he is a close, highly regarded, personal friend to all the 
staff. We have all been extremely concerned for him, as I know you have been, and it has been very 
difficult to witness the devastating effect COVID has wrought on his previously dynamic energy and 
drive, and on his life, since September last year. Though we have tried to be careful not to overtax him, 
we are fortunate that he has continued to provide sage advice and support all year. We very much look 
forward to Andrew's return to his rightful position at the helm as soon as he is able and we will do all we 
can to ease that for him. 
 
It is difficult to quantify what makes Sciennes so special but in large part it is the abundance of genuine 
care and support for one another and the sheer determination always to try our very best for the 
children. We have really appreciated your willingness and ability to engage with us in partnership to 
support them together - particularly where there have been any problems to resolve - and we have 
welcomed opportunities to meet and gather in person again. Everyone has graciously stepped up to 
support Andrew and each other. Not just staff, but families and pupils too. We have also had 
tremendous support from the Council, particularly Arran Finlay Senior QIEO and Marie Lyon QIEO.  
 
Another - I feel unique - aspect of Sciennes is the truly extraordinary work of our Parent Council and all 
its many subgroups: 

• Fundraising and Events Group (FEG) 
• Communications Group 
• Buildings & Facilities group 

LUCY’S END OF YEAR 

https://sciennesschool.wordpress.com/parent-council/about/
https://sciennesschool.wordpress.com/subgroups/parent-teacher-association-pta/
https://sciennesschool.wordpress.com/subgroups/communications/
https://sciennesschool.wordpress.com/category/building-and-facilities/
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• Playground Improvement Group 
• Clubs Subgroup 
• Health and Wellbeing Subgroup 
• Eco Subgroup 
• The Fruit Group 
• Sciennes Football Club 

The role of Sciennes Parent Council is to: 
support the school in its work with pupils; represent the views of parents; promote contact 
between the school, parents, pupils, and the community; report to the Parent Forum 
 

The aims of the Council are to advance education by working in partnership with the school to: 
create a welcoming school which is inclusive for all pupils and parents; promote partnership 
between the school, pupils, parents, and the wider local community; develop and engage in 
activities which support the education and welfare of pupils; identify and represent the views of 
parents on the education provided by the school and other matters affecting the education and 
welfare of pupils. 
 

Chaired and led by the extraordinary and indefatigable Caroline McKellar, supported by Vice Chair Leda 
Uberbacher and Grant Catto (Communications) as well as Rachel Cosans and Claire Carr (Fundraising), 
LeeAnne Boyle (Treasurer), Amanda Vardy (Secretary) and Gayle McGill (FSS), the army of parent 
volunteers and subgroups has certainly met the above aims and provided a wealth of opportunities and 
resources for all our children. Thank you does not quite cut it, but thank you sincerely anyway to 
everyone on the Parent Council and all of you who have supported their work in so many ways! 
 
Our Senior Leadership Team has always worked together closely with Andrew, so we are accustomed to 
teamwork, but we have had to pull together even more tightly this year in his absence and in light of 
Carolyn’s new role. This has by necessity involved many out of hours meetings, calls, texts, WhatsApps 
and online calls! I think it is generally true for the entire population that we have become far too 
accustomed to 24/7 contact but it is my own personal goal to try to use the ‘Send Later’ scheduler 
feature to send emails in working hours and days and aim to avoid personal contact unless urgent – or 
for social or amusement purposes! 
 
Carolyn Anstruther DHT took on an enormously challenging new role at the beginning of the year 
heading up St Leonard's Nursery and with her typical vigour and dedication has succeeded in building a 
solid team of existing and new staff. Carolyn has made it a personal mission to gain deep knowledge and 
understanding of her new role and all that it involves. She has only had two days a week to do so (on 
paper!) and has achieved tremendous results, but we have felt her absence from Sciennes sorely on 
those days. Her input and expertise here school wide on Wednesdays and Thursdays have been 
invaluable and deeply appreciated.  Carolyn will continue her Early Years role overseeing the Nursery 
and P1 next session but we are absolutely delighted she will be back in the building full time whilst 
refurbishment at St Leonard’s takes place. 
 
John Armstrong DHT has not only led P2 and P3 but has had significant impact supporting school wide 
across the curriculum throughout the year. John brought expertise, creativity and new ideas to the team 
when he joined Sciennes from Davidson’s Mains, just prior to the first Lockdown. He has ensured that 
teaching and learning are at the heart of our Empowered Learning project and has also empowered 
pupils to lead developments. His ongoing encouragement of our young athletes has led to impressive 
sporting success. John’s nurturing care of all pupils is always apparent and he has also afforded a great 
deal of his time to make highly effective interventions with some of our pupils individually who have 
benefited greatly from his focused support. John has made a vital, integral contribution to the Senior 
Leadership Team and the smooth running of the school, which we know you will highly value, too.  
 

https://sciennesschool.wordpress.com/subgroups/playground-development-group/
https://sciennesschool.wordpress.com/clubs-subgroup/
https://sciennesschool.wordpress.com/subgroups/health-and-wel-being-group/
https://sciennesschool.wordpress.com/eco-subgroup/
https://sciennesschool.wordpress.com/the-fruit-group/
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Jenni McGrouther stepped easily into the Acting DHT role three days a week and led highly successful 
residential visits to both Benmore and Lagganlia. Supporting throughout the school, her lead on 
Transition has been particularly effective and also reassuring for our young people. The impact of her 
lead on the confidence- and happiness- of our young people is patently obvious. In taking on so many of 
my own normal DHT responsibilities, she has been both my right and left hand. Jenni has also continued 
to contribute significantly to the life and work of the whole school and we are grateful to her in 
particular for her ongoing lead in Active Travel and Cycle to School Days, which have been such a feature 
of the school and an important legacy of former Business Manager Angela Christie. 
 
Steve Davies is our current wonderful Business Manager and despite- in theory! - working only on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays he has kept our staffing and finances in tip top shape. Steve has also 
expertly supported us all with health and safety - an area which has required considerable effort and 
attention over the last few years. We are indebted to him for his dedication, sound practice and 
guidance.  
 
We also thank Brenda Ellis and Fiona Bandeen in the school office as well as Facilities Managers (Janitors 
in old money) Neil Scott and John Reid for their tremendous ongoing support and good humour. 
 
Day-to-day staffing has been an ongoing challenge across the city this year but we do have a sense of 
improvement, despite cases being on the rise again. With almost 70 staff, in line with other schools we 
have experienced waves of absence throughout the year. On occasion it has required a degree of 
outside the box juggling, but we have always aimed to minimise disruption to learning. Our staff are 
extremely flexible and supportive in normal times and even more so in recent times. Yet another special 
aspect of Sciennes is the genuine camaraderie and friendship amongst the staff - willingly stepping in to 
support the children in times of absence whilst also providing support and care outside school to 
colleagues. We know almost all our families have faced similar challenges and your understanding, most 
likely derived from personal experience, has been truly appreciated. We are indebted to all staff - 
teaching and non-teaching - for their commitment and energy. Everyone works really hard at Sciennes 
and it is a privilege to work alongside such excellent and caring teachers. I am personally grateful for 
their kind understanding that we have not always been as available to try to alleviate their workload as 
much as we would wish. 
 
Long term staffing has equally required dynamic responsiveness over the year and we have a few - very 
recent - staffing changes to report.  
 
We already informed you that Anna Wittland secured a teaching post in the north of England and 
although we will miss her terribly, we are delighted she has achieved her desire to move back closer to 
the family and friends she missed so much during Lockdowns. A wonderful teacher who would be 
welcomed back with open arms should she ever hanker after a return to Edinburgh in the future. 
 
This week, we contacted current P2C and P1 families (including those families in what will be her P2A 
class next session) to share the lovely news that Sophie Mitchell is expecting a baby in November. We 
know that you will join us in congratulating Sophie and her husband Daniel. From August, Ms Mitchell 
will teach P2A until around the October break and we will contact families in due course about her 
replacement. 
 
We also mentioned in the last Round Up newsletter that Charlotte Kuhlwilm was leaving Sciennes. 
However, a vacancy became available this week and we are delighted that Charlotte will now remain 
with us, teaching PE to P3-P7 Monday to Thursday and P4B on Fridays with Ms Dodds. We are extremely 
grateful to Arran Finlay and Claire Thompson for supporting us with staffing arrangements for next 
session, particularly so close to the end of term. 
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The vacancy is a result of Gregor Hutchison being successfully appointed to a part teaching and part 
leadership role at an International School in Andorra, in northern Spain. Gregor’s year-long career break 
has been approved and again we are grateful to senior education leaders for their support in making 
arrangements, particularly given tight timescales. Gregor will take up his appointment in September and 
his last day in school was Friday 1 July. We look forward to welcoming him back to Sciennes in August 
2023, though he does have the option to extend for an additional year. We would all like to thank 
Gregor for taking on a new role this year as PE Teacher and for all his support in sporting events and 
activities. 
 
Mark McKenna has been at Sciennes for 21 years, initially as an outstanding Class Teacher and for many 
years as an equally outstanding Science Specialist, teaching P3-P7 classes each week. Mark 
recently applied for a year-long sabbatical which was approved last week. A truly exceptional 
practitioner, we will feel his absence sorely. Science staff at James Gillespie's have regularly told us they 
can spot Sciennes' pupils because their knowledge and understanding of Science and Technology are 
immediately apparent. I wish we had asked JGHS to track how many of our pupils went on to study 
Science at high school and beyond because by now I believe it to be a multitude. And even if they did 
not, they gained a vast wealth of general knowledge and skills they can use and apply, for life. As EIS 
Union Rep for many years, Mark has expertly advised and supported staff and we have all deeply 
respected and appreciated that. We send our love and best wishes to Mark and his family and look 
forward to welcoming him back to school in August 2023.  
 
And finally, but certainly not least, a special call out to our wonderful pupils who above all make 
Sciennes such a very special place. They are the reason we commit and we all delight in watching them 
progress. Over these last few years they have had to cope with things none of us would wish them to 
experience. Whilst the majority thankfully seem to have avoided long lasting effects, there are several 
who will still require our very careful concern and monitoring to help them overcome fully. We want to 
assure you we will continue to do our utmost to help all our children learn, be happy and safe. Support 
for Learning Specialists Rhona Kennedy and Paula Gilhooly have seen their role increasingly expand 
exponentially. We thank them sincerely for their expertise and unstinting dedication to supporting the 
children’s wellbeing, just as much as their academic progress. 
 
We congratulate our Magnificent Primary Sevens on a successful year, secure in the belief that they will 
continue to lead and shine brightly in their new schools. To those pupils in other year groups also 
moving on to new schools, we wish you well and to our long serving ‘end of an era’ families we send our 
special thanks and best wishes. Leonie, P7 parent of Gus Falconer, wrote to me recently to remind me 
that when former Head Teacher Alison Noble addressed our current P7s at their P1 Induction she told 
families their children would be loved at Sciennes. It remains what guides us. 
 
So, with love and best wishes, we hope you have a safe and happy holiday. We look forward to 
welcoming the children back on Wednesday 17 August and are optimsitic of Andrew’s return at some 
point next term, just as soon as he is able to do so. 
 
Lucy, Carolyn, John, Jenni and Steve  

 
Lucy Gallagher | Acting Head Teacher | Sciennes Primary School 

10 Sciennes Road, Edinburgh EH9 1LG | Tel +44 (0)131 667 1243 

 
Email lucy.gallagher@sciennes.edin.sch.uk | Website www.sciennes.edin.sch.uk | Twitter @Sciennes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lucy.gallagher@sciennes.edin.sch.uk
http://www.sciennes.edin.sch.uk/
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Thank you very much to our fabulous Primary Seven House and Sports Captains who helped lead the 
end of term Assembly on Friday. It was broadcast on Teams, not because of any COVID restrictions, but 
due to a very untimely broken bulb in the projector in the Hall, minutes before we were due to start! An 
apt way to end the year, with solution focused adaptability!  
Happy holidays, everyone! 
 

 

 

 
Year Group Start  Mon–Thurs Finish  Friday Finish  ENTRANCE / EXIT 

P1 
8.50am 2.50pm 12.05pm WEST DOOR  

P2 
8.50am 2.50pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR  

P3 
8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm WEST DOOR 

P4 
8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR 

P5 
8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm WEST DOOR  

P6 
8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR 

P7 
8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR 


	DIARY DATES

