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   RESPECT INCLUSION TEAMWORK EFFORT 

 

30 September 2022 
       DIARY DATES 

Mon 3 Oct P1 Evening News Photographs 
Thurs 6 Oct ‘Flu Vaccinations 
Fri 7 Oct Cycle to School Day 
Mon 10 Oct – Fri 14 Oct – P7 at Lagganlia 
Mon 17 Oct- Fri 21 Oct – October Break 
Mon 24 Oct Exceptional School Holiday  
Tues 25 Oct Inservice Day (Staff only) 
Wed 26 Oct Pupils resume 
Tues 1 Nov and Thurs 3 Nov 4.00pm-7.00pm– Parent Consultations in school 
Fri 2 Dec P3-7 Lyceum Theatre “A Christmas Carol” 
Sat 3 Dec Parent Council Winter Fair 
Term ends Tues 20 December 
Mon 6-Fri 10 February 2023 P6 Benmore Residential   
 

 
Dear Families 
 
A wild and windy end to the week!  

 

PARENT COUNCIL MEETING 

Thank you very much to Caroline McKellar who chaired our first Parent Council meeting of the year on 

Wednesday 28 September. It may have been the first meeting, but updates from each of the subgroups 

demonstrated just how much has been achieved already since the start of term! We are humbled by the support 

for the school and are excited by the wealth of ideas for community building activities and events for pupils and 

families. Great idea to establish a Class Fundraising rep for each class, which would really help lighten the load for 

those co-ordinating events. Wonderful to see so many new P1 families tuning in! Please join the Parent council 

WhatsApp group for regular updates. 

 

I mentioned at the meeting that although everyone’s health is a private matter and although it is not the norm in 

any profession to give updates, I have provided these with Andrew’s blessing and because I know so many 

families genuinely care. He is extremely grateful for your kind messages of support. Andrew remains deeply 

disappointed that he has not been able to return as yet, but it is his full intention that he will do so, just as soon as 

his medical team will allow. 
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FRIENDS OF SCIENNES SCHOOL TRUST (FSS) 

John Armstrong DHT chaired a meeting of FSS on Thursday 29 September and great progress was made in 

planning initiatives and approving spending plans. The trust operates with charitable status, enabling school to 

claim Gift Aid. Historically, former Headteacher Alison Noble and former Business Manager Angela Christie drove 

forward ambitions to have every child able to swim and cycle by Primary Seven and it is wonderful that FSS will 

support us in re-instating those aims through programmes of cycle training and targeted lunchtime Swimming 

sessions. We believe that the pandemic has adversely affected pupils’ confidence in the pool particularly so it will 

be extremely helpful to have this support. The trust facilitates fundraising and donations received from the parent 

body, working in partnership with the Parent Council, and provides financial support for excursions, including 

residentials. We encourage families to contact to discuss ways we can offer financial assistance. Please email 

lucy.gallagher@sciennes.edin.sch.uk to discuss in confidence. The trust also has a Just Giving page for personal 

charitable donations to the school: https://www.justgiving.com/friendsofsciennesschool 

The group would gladly welcome new members. Please contact john.armstrong@sciennes.edin.sch.uk if you 

would be willing to volunteer some of your time by joining. It would be greatly appreciated. 

 

P3 FOODBANK APPEAL 

“P3 are doing a foodbank collection with The Edinburgh Food Project. We are doing this because people 

sometimes need to go to a food bank when they do not have money or have just come to Scotland as a refugee. 

We need donations of canned and long-life food (like pasta, rice, cereal). Please hand it in to school before Friday 

14th of October. Thank you.”                                                                                         P3 Pupils Communications Team  

 

 

P2 BAKE SALE 

Despite the storm, the amazing P2 Team raised an astonishing £317 at their Bake Sale today! £100 has been 

donated to the Save the Wildcats charity. Very well done all who baked and bought! 

 

 

YOUNG PERSONS FREE BUS PASS TRAVEL SCHEME 

A reminder we would be grateful if you could complete the form emailed to all families indicating that your child 

already has acquired a bus pass. Thank you. 

 

All young people and children aged 5-21 years can apply for a card to access the Young Persons’ (Under 22s) Free Bus 

Travel Scheme, which began on 31 January 2022. 

N.B. Your child will need a National Entitlement Card (NEC) or Young Scot NEC with the valid free travel entitlement 

with you whenever you want to take the bus – otherwise you will have to pay for your child's trip.  

 

Please note: this means that each pupil will have to bring and show a personal card with them when we use public 

transport for trips. If your child does not own and bring a card on the day, you will have to pay bus fare. 

 

Who can apply? All 5-21 year olds resident in Scotland are eligible from 31 January 2022 for Young Persons’ Free Bus 

Travel, using a National Entitlement Card with the free bus travel product on it. 

Children under 16 years old will need their parent/guardian to apply on their behalf and provide approval for free 

bus travel to be enabled on their child’s card. 

Homepage - YPTS (freebus.scot) 
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https://freebus.scot/
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NEIL SCOTT 

We held a special Assembly today to pay tribute to our wonderful Janitor Neil Scott for his dedicated service to 

Sciennes over 18 years, ahead of him taking up a new position at the Scottish Parliament. Children presented Neil 

with beautiful handmade cards and we were delighted to welcome Chair of the Parent Council Caroline McKellar 

and Treasurer LeeAnne Boyle. Caroline eloquently expressed thanks of behalf of the parent body and both 

presented him with a remarkably generous – and hugely appreciated – cheque for £750. Neil is a diehard Hibs fan, 

but we avoided the mournful “Sunshine on Leith” and instead sang a rousing rendition of another Proclaimers 

favourite, “I Would Walk 500 Miles” ending with a thoroughly deserved standing ovation.  

 

Andrew sent this message which was read aloud to Neil at Assembly and captures our thoughts so aptly: 

Mr Scott, 

I'm sure all the children, staff and parents will agree that you are an amazing janitor and a wonderful friend 

to everyone at Sciennes. Why is that? Well.... 

 

You make sure the school building is safe for everyone. 

You make sure the playground is safe for everyone 

Your Victorian tour in P2 is the best tour ever! 

You make sure that everyone helps to look after our school 

You help everyone smile and laugh 

You help to look after everyone in the school 

 

BUT 

Most of all you are kind and caring to everyone at Sciennes and we all love you and will miss you. However, 

you will always be part of the Sciennes family and we will always remember you with a smile on our faces. 

We hope you will come back and visit us but in the meantime from Mr Hunter and all the children, staff and 

parents past and present, GOOD LUCK MR SCOTT! 

Andrew Hunter, Headteacher 

 

Not all superheroes wear capes. Thank you, Mr Scott. And thanks to the Sciennes Family for providing tributes 

and a send-off which expressed our deep appreciation and love. 

 

Lucy, Carolyn, John, Jenni and Steve  

 
Lucy Gallagher | Acting Head Teacher | Sciennes Primary School 

10 Sciennes Road, Edinburgh EH9 1LG | Tel +44 (0)131 667 1243 

 
Email lucy.gallagher@sciennes.edin.sch.uk | Website www.sciennes.edin.sch.uk | Twitter @Sciennes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Group Start  Mon–Thurs Finish  Friday Finish  ENTRANCE / EXIT 

P1 8.50am 2.50pm 12.05pm WEST DOOR  

P2 8.50am 2.50pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR  

P3 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm WEST DOOR 

P4 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR 

P5 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm WEST DOOR  

P6 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR 

P7 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR 
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