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   RESPECT INCLUSION TEAMWORK EFFORT 

25 November 2022 
       DIARY DATES 

Fri 2 Dec P3-7 Lyceum Theatre “A Christmas Carol” return approx 12.45pm 
Sat 3 Dec Parent Council Winter Fair 1pm-4pm 
Fri 9 Dec P1 Nativity 9.30am 
Wed 14 Dec Christmas Lunch 
Term ends Tues 20 December after lunchtime - dismissed at 1pm 
Mon 6-Fri 10 February 2023 P6 Benmore Residential   
 

Dear Families 
 
STAFFING 
A brief update that, dependent upon the advice of his own medical team and Council guidance, Andrew is 
increasingly optimistic he may be able to begin a phased return at some point in the near future. We will update 
you on progress and we know that he has your support, just as much as that of our whole team. Throughout the 
period of a phased return I would become Deputising Headteacher with the continuing support of our Senior 
Leadership Team. 
 
Congratulations to Mrs Zam Young who has been successfully appointed to teach P2C while Mrs Dalziel (nee 
Mitchell) is on maternity leave. Mrs Young will join us on Monday 5 December. We would like to thank Miss 
Lauren Cadden sincerely for all her hard work covering the class. A terrific member of the P2 team who has done 
a great job working with the children and we wish her all the very best. 
 
WINTER FAIR 

Preparations are in full swing and excitement is palpable for the Winter Fair on Saturday 3 December 1pm-4pm! 

All Winter Fair communications are posted regularly in the Parent Council WhatsApp group to avoid duplication 

with messaging. Join now to get up-to-date information and get involved! Grateful thanks to the talented, 

dedicated and exceptional Parent Council team who have given so much time and thought to preparations. 

 

DEFIBRILATOR 

Though we hope it will not be needed, we are extremely grateful to the Parent Council for funding a defibrillator 

which has been demonstrated to staff and is located in the School Office.  

 

Sciennes have just received our HeartSine AED (Defib) machine which was kindly donated by the Parent Council. 

We have a very up to date machine that is failsafe and talks the user through its use in a plain and easy to follow 

way. We are most grateful to our thoughtful and generous Parent Council. 

Steve Davies, Business Manager 
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LYCEUM 

As a small token of our appreciation, we offered first refusal to our Parent Council members and Class and/or 

Year Reps to attend the Lyceum on Friday 2 December. We have now identified enough helpers but would like to 

thank everyone who volunteered. We are leaving on foot at approximately 9.15am. Pupils may bring a small snack 

in their pocket and water for the interval. The performance ends at approximately 12.15pm so we expect to 

return to school between 12.45pm and 1pm.  

 

LUNCH ON LAST DAY OF TERM – 1pm DISMISSAL TUESDAY 20 DECEMBER 

Traditionally, schools close at noon on the last day of term at Christmas and Summer (though not at Easter). 

However, please note that schools will now close at 1pm so that pupils can receive a school meal. Pupils will have 

a packed lunch in classrooms before they are dismissed at 1pm. 

 

LUNCHES 

A reminder to all families to book lunches by Wednesday midnight of the preceding week. School meals are free 

to all pupils in Scotland from P1-P5 and we would never turn a child away unfed but it is regularly causing 

significant problems when parents have forgotten to book. Our Parent Council has now kindly funded wrist bands 

which will help procedures but booking all meals will be the best solution. Thank you for your support. 

 

ABSENCE NOTIFICATION 

A reminder please always telephone the school office on 0131 667 1243 to notify us of all absence, preferably by 

9.00am.  

 

WINTER FAIR CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 

Christmas Hampers, one per stage, will be raffled on the day and we would greatly appreciate donations of 

Christmassy items to fill them! These can be handed to the A classes in P1-P7. Thank you. 

 

SEVEN HILLS FOR SCIENNES 2022 

The Seven Hills Challenge closed on Sunday 20 November and raised a fantastic £559! Well done everyone who 

took part and sponsored! Thank you to P6C Esme Whelan for organising prizes. 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/FSS-Seven-Hills-For-Sciennes-2022 

Friends of Sciennes School Trust (FSS) 

ASSEMBLY 

On Friday, P4-7 pupils the focus was on the National Education Discussion, giving pupils their voice in the future of 

Scottish Education.  

Our Future Learning: what should it look like? 

Our Future Equity, Fairness and Inclusion: How can every young person be supported in the future? 

Our Future Well-Being: How can young people’s mental and physical wellbeing and safety be cared for? 

Our Future Rights: How can we make sure every young person has their rights? 

Our Future World: How can young people be helped to learn about and shape our changing world? 

Opportunity for Additional Comments Do you have any other comments? 

See below how you can lend your voice to the discussion. 

 

We also heard from Eilidh, Laura and Emi in P6A about their survey on Playground Improvements. ‘Sheddie’ is an 

age old game at Sciennes where pupils run en masse from one bicycle shed to the other. It can go in and out of 

fashion and earlier this term had a resurgence. Unfortunately we had to advise against playing it since the path 

between sheds is now significantly restricted by the temporary units! Galvanised by a desire to find replacement 

activities for ‘Sheddie’ Eilidh, Laura and Emi are solution-focused and want to gather pupil views on how we can 

make the most of our playground space while the temporary units remain. They will issue their survey next week. 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/FSS-Seven-Hills-For-Sciennes-2022
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THE NATIONAL DISCUSSION: LET’S TALK SCOTTISH EDUCATION 

A National Discussion is currently taking place to develop a vision for the future of education in Scotland. 

Background  

Twenty years ago, Scotland held a national debate on the future of education and this led to the development of 

Curriculum for Excellence. The recent Muir Review (2022) recommended holding a national discussion to agree a 

clear vision for the future of Scottish education Scottish government is inviting everyone who has an interest in the 

future of our education system to join ‘Let’s Talk Education’ – Our National Discussion. This includes children and 

young people, parents and carers, adults, practitioners, and those in the community. 

 

The key principles underpinning the national discussion are that: 

• it is inclusive 

• it is in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) which states that children and young 

people should be at the heart of the process. 

• parents and carers are involved and meaningfully engaged in the process as outlined in the Scottish Schools 

(Parental Involvement) Act 2006. 

https://consult.gov.scot/national-discussion-scottish-education/ 
We’re inviting everyone who has an interest in the future of our education system to join the National Discussion. 

The National Discussion Team, Scottish Government  

 

EPSSA SPORTSHALL ATHLETICS 

Fantastic to return to the new Meadowbank Sports Stadium on Monday 21 November. A team of thirty P7 pupils 

gave a very good account of themselves to achieve Fourth place. Thank you to Graeme Anderson for organising, 

Cynthia Berry for supporting and to John Armstrong and Helen Robertson for accompanying the team. Well done 

Bonaly and JGPS! 

 

Congratulations to Bonaly PS for finishing in first place and to James Gillespie's PS who finished second and have 

sealed one of our best runner ups spots. Both schools are through to our final on Monday 23rd January. It was 

great to see the pupils back in action and enjoying the experience of attending an EPSSA event. I thought they all 

competed well, displayed great behaviour and had a positive attitude throughout the competition. Well done to 

all!  

Graeme Anderson 

 

CHILDREN IN NEED 

The total raised was £299.09! Thank you to everyone who donated, to P7 pupils for collecting and to P4A pupils 

for raising funds selling loom bands on Friday.  

 

BETHANY TRUST FUNDRAISING 

Well done to P7 pupils Rosemary, Poppy and Mayada who ran a stall on Friday raising funds for the homeless, 

donating proceeds to the Bethany Trust. 
 

Lucy, Carolyn, John, Jenni and Steve  

 
Lucy Gallagher | Acting Head Teacher | Sciennes Primary School 

10 Sciennes Road, Edinburgh EH9 1LG | Tel +44 (0)131 667 1243 

 
Email lucy.gallagher@sciennes.edin.sch.uk | Website www.sciennes.edin.sch.uk | Twitter @Sciennes 

 

 

 

 

https://consult.gov.scot/national-discussion-scottish-education/
https://bethanychristiantrust.com/
mailto:lucy.gallagher@sciennes.edin.sch.uk
http://www.sciennes.edin.sch.uk/
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Year Group Start  Mon–Thurs Finish  Friday Finish  ENTRANCE / EXIT 

P1 8.50am 2.50pm 12.05pm WEST DOOR  

P2 8.50am 2.50pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR  

P3 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm WEST DOOR 

P4 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR 

P5 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm WEST DOOR  

P6 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR 

P7 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR 


	DIARY DATES

