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   RESPECT INCLUSION TEAMWORK EFFORT 

9 December 2022 
       DIARY DATES 

Tues 15 Dec P6 Party 
Wed 14 Dec Christmas Lunch 
Wed 14 Dec P5 and P4 Parties 
Thurs 16 Dec P3 and P2 Parties 
Fri 16 Dec Christmas Assemblies 
Mon 19 Dec P7 and P1 Parties (Santa visiting P1 2.30pm) 
Tues 20 Dec Carols on the Stairs 
Term ends Tues 20 December after lunchtime - dismissed at 1pm 
Mon 6-Fri 10 February 2023 P6 Benmore Residential   
 

Dear Families 
 

WINTER FAIR 

This year saw a truly extraordinary Winter Fair on Saturday 3 December which was testament to months of 

dedicated planning and preparation by our exceptional Parent Council team. There have been many significant 

milestones on our journey back to normality, but this was the standout moment, when the whole community 

forged together to be together. A record-breaking turnout and a record-breaking amount raised. It is absolutely 

astonishing that £11 000 was raised but more than that we were all able to bear witness to our building 

resounding and rebounding with chatter, laughter and sheer joy. A day to cherish. 

 

Well, what a great day! Thank you to everyone who came along and made the Winter Fair the greatest yet! 

Leeanne (leader of our crack team of number crunchers) tells us that after the P5 and P7 enterprise totals are 

added, she predicts that we should have raised £11,000! Which is a phenomenal figure (smashing the figure of 

£6.7k last year, and £4.7k in 2020)! This feat could not have been possible without all of our fantastic volunteers, 

and everyone who donated money and goods. Thank you all! 

 

A special word for our wonderful fundraising committee. Their dedication, inventiveness and organising skills are 

simply incredible. So, take a bow: 

Claire Carr and Rach Gregson (who co-ordinated the whole event). 

Caroline McKellar, Josie Pilcher, Leeanne Boyle and Leda Überbacher. 

We are fortunate to have you in our school! 

Grant Catto, Parent Council Communications Lead 

 

We can only echo Grant’s words that we are indeed most fortunate and grateful. 
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LYCEUM 

Thank you to everyone who offered to assist and to all the volunteer parents and carers who attended “An 

Edinburgh Christmas Carol” at the Lyceum. A genuine delight to return to the theatre together en masse - P3 to 

P7 - and see the excitement of the children, so many experiencing this annual tradition for the first time. Great to 

be back! 

 

P1 NATIVITY 

This week also saw two full houses for the P1 Nativity! P2, P4 Buddies and siblings as well as pupils and staff from 

St Leonard’s Nursery and Maxi Construction Ltd (building at the rear) were invited to Thursday’s Dress rehearsal. 

On Friday, P1 pupils gave another captivating performance, this time to families. Children in classes throughout 

the school commented on hearing beautiful P1 voices singing and the rapturous applause. Well done to all the 

children and to Carolyn Anstruther for leading her fantastic P1 team – Miss Aisling Rogerson, Mrs Fiona Barker 

and Mrs Emma Kidd, supported by Pupil Support Assistants and Early Years Practitioner Becca Brown. Wonderful 

that retired Class Teacher Mrs Claire Ford came back to school to lend a hand! 

 

LUNCH ON LAST DAY OF TERM – 1pm DISMISSAL TUESDAY 20 DECEMBER 

Traditionally, schools close at noon on the last day of term at Christmas and Summer (though not at Easter). 

However, please note that schools will now close at 1pm so that pupils can receive a school meal. Pupils will have 

a packed lunch in classrooms before they are dismissed at 1pm. 

 

ABSENCE NOTIFICATION 

A reminder please always telephone the school office on 0131 667 1243 to notify us of all absence, preferably by 

9.00am.  

 

FRIENDS OF SCIENNES SCHOOL (FSS) 

  

FSS now require a new Treasurer to join the Trustees. This is a voluntary position.  

  

Friends of Sciennes School (FSS) is a registered charity (Scottish Registered Charity Number SC029465) which was 

set up to support the school and its pupils. FSS Trustees comprise parents, staff and friends of the school who 

want to further enhance the education and wellbeing of pupils, their families and the wider community.  

  

The main duties of the FSS Treasurer include maintaining the bank account, preparing the annual accounts for 

OSCR, and reporting on income and expenditure to the Trustees.  

We are looking for someone who is organised, good with numbers and pays attention to detail. It is not necessary 

to be an accountant for this role although an understanding of financial administration would be useful. It could 

also suit someone who is looking for their first step back into the workplace. 

  

The Treasurer may be (but need not be) a Trustee of the Charity.  

  

FSS meet around three or four times a year. Recently, this has been online. A full handover can be provided by the 

current Treasurer. 

  

If you are interested in this role, please email the current Treasurer Gayle McGill: 

 agmcgill_123@icloud.com 

  Alternatively, contact john.armstrong@sciennes.edin.sch.uk 

 

 

 

mailto:agmcgill_123@icloud.com
mailto:mailto:john.armstrong@sciennes.edin.sch.uk
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DECORATIONS 

We cannot thank enough all who responded to Carolyn Anstruther's request for decorations! Wow! And thank 

you especially Kate Mitchelmore (https://www.stems.org/) for tremendous generosity and talent! Best Christmas 

decorations ever!  

 

Carolyn has put out another call asking for parent volunteers to help take down decorations so we can store them 

carefully. Contact Claire Carr if you are available to help on Monday 19 December between 2.30pm and 4.00pm. 

 

SINGING PRACTICES 

Instead of Assemblies, we have been singing Christmas songs including a new one for P4-7, “Carol of the Bells.” 

Written in 1916 by Ukrainian composer Mykola Leontovich and titled “Щедрик” (Shedrick) the song tells the tale 

of a swallow flying into a household to proclaim the plentiful year that the family will have. The song's title is 

derived from the Ukrainian word ‘shchedryjk’ which means bountiful. Thank you to Mrs Campbell and Ms 

Anstruther for leading the singing practices. We are so happy to have wonderful retired class Teacher Mrs Ruth 

McVicker back on the piano! Mrs McVicker will also play for us on Tuesday 20 December at Carols on the Stairs. 

 

CAROLS ON THE STAIRS 

An age old Sciennes tradition that we have sorely missed is when we turn out the lights and everyone sits on the 

stairs to sing carols. Last year pupils could only gather and sing in class doorways with P7 singing from the top 

landing, distanced. This year we are back to normal! Great if pupils can bring a torch and wear tinsel or something 

festive. A welcome return.  

 

A much happier festive season is not just a prospect but is in full swing! 

 

 

Lucy, Carolyn, John, Jenni and Steve  

 
Lucy Gallagher | Acting Head Teacher | Sciennes Primary School 

10 Sciennes Road, Edinburgh EH9 1LG | Tel +44 (0)131 667 1243 

 
Email lucy.gallagher@sciennes.edin.sch.uk | Website www.sciennes.edin.sch.uk | Twitter @Sciennes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Group Start  Mon–Thurs Finish  Friday Finish  ENTRANCE / EXIT 

P1 8.50am 2.50pm 12.05pm WEST DOOR  

P2 8.50am 2.50pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR  

P3 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm WEST DOOR 

P4 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR 

P5 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm WEST DOOR  

P6 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR 

P7 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR 

https://www.stems.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84ny3ZuM0Ks
mailto:lucy.gallagher@sciennes.edin.sch.uk
http://www.sciennes.edin.sch.uk/
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