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   RESPECT INCLUSION TEAMWORK EFFORT 

Happy Chinese New Year to all our families celebrating 

 

27 January 2023 
       DIARY DATES 

Thurs 2 February P4 Scots Night 6.30-8.30pm 
Mon 6-Fri 10 February 2023 P6 Benmore Residential   
Thurs 9 February Parent Council Quiz Night 7.00-9.30pm 
Mon 13-Fri 17 February - Holiday 
 

Dear Families 
 

STAFFING 

Ms Daryl Gladstone, P7B Class Teacher, takes up an Acting promoted post at the end of January until the end of 

June. Ms Janelle Stewart will begin teaching P7B full time until the end of session in June, from Monday 30 

January. Mr James Diffley will take over teaching P7A on Wednesdays and Thursdays from Ms Stewart and we are 

really pleased to have secured his post there until the end of session in June. He joins a very strong team in P7, 

led by Ms Jenni McGrouther, Acting DHT.  

 

Mrs Fiona Barker continues to teach P1B Monday to Thursday. Mr Diffley will now teach P1B on Fridays until the 

end of session in June.  

  

Ms Gladstone takes up her post at Towerbank Primary School on Monday 30 January and we hope you will join us 

in congratulating her on her promotion. 

 

ST LEONARD’S NURSERY 

Completion of refurbishment allowed children and staff to return to the building at the start of term. Ms 
Anstruther has returned to the Nursery to lead the team at St Leonard’s two days per week so is now based at 
Sciennes for two days per week. Follow on Twitter @StLeonardsNS for regular updates. 
https://twitter.com/StLeonardsNS  

 

HEADTEACHER CONFERENCE 

Ms Gallagher attended the Headteacher Conference on my behalf at St Augustine’s on Thursday 26 January. 

Speakers from Education Scotland met with Headteachers from all sectors to share forthcoming developments in 

3-18 educational provision. Responses from the National Discussion surveys are being carefully analysed and we 

thank families and pupils who submitted their views on the future of education in Scotland.  

 

 

https://twitter.com/StLeonardsNS
https://twitter.com/StLeonardsNS
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PARENT COUNCIL QUIZ NIGHT FOR PARENTS/CARERS 

Thank you to Grant Catto and Josie Pilcher for organising the Parent Council Quiz night due to take place on 

Thursday 9 February 7.00-9.30pm in the Hall. Please email sciennesparentcouncil@gmail.com to take part and 

join the Parent Council WhatsApp Group for further details. 

 

FRIENDS OF SCIENNES SCHOOL TRUST (FSS) 

Mr Armstrong chaired a meeting of FSS on Thursday 26 January and the main item on the agenda was the 

forthcoming whole school Swimathon fundraising event in March (more details to follow).  Treasurer Gayle McGill 

is stepping down and we all want to thank her most sincerely for her tremendous expertise and skills in 

supporting the group. 

 

MISSION DYSLEXIA WORKSHOP 

On Wednesday 18 January we were delighted to welcome Paul McNeil who provided an outstanding Mission 

Dyslexia workshop, arranged by Ms Kennedy. Paul is an experienced keynote speaker who delivers the Mission 

Superheroes workshops in schools across Scotland, focusing on raising awareness and building self-esteem in 

children with Dyslexia. He is also the head of Community Football for the Scottish Football Association.  

 

A very special event for P3 -7 pupils! They all benefited from the positive messages delivered and could see for 

themselves that they are not alone in having an identification of Dyslexia. It was great for developing confidence, 

self-esteem and empowerment for our pupils. A super example of how to develop self-efficacy! 

Rhona Kennedy, Support for Learning Specialist 

 

MESSAGE FOR FAMILIES WHOSE CHILDREN ATTEND SASCS 

The day-to-day operation of Sciennes After School Care Scheme (SASCS) breakfast and after school club is ably run 

by Sonia alongside Lindsey, Steven and the rest of the staff team.  However, as SASCS operates as a Scottish 

Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO), the constitution requires the service to be overseen by a group of 

trustees which is made up of parent volunteers.  

 

Some of the current team have served as trustees for a number of years and will step down in the near future.  We 

are therefore looking for volunteers to become trustees or support the service in a more informal way. We would 

be interested to hear from anyone who can contribute but certain upcoming projects would benefit from people 

with the following experience:  

 
- Digital transformation    
- Working with or for a charity  
- Governance / administration   
- Legal / HR  
- Working in a Social Services environment.  
 

Please contact Stephen Tyre if you would like to hear more - stephen.tyre@sascs.org.uk 
.tyre@sascs.org. 

SASCS TRUSTEES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sciennesparentcouncil@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/DyslexiaMission
https://twitter.com/DyslexiaMission
mailto:stephen.tyre@sascs.org.uk
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ASSEMBLY 

Wonderful to welcome former pupils Alaric Bromiley and Sam Mackintosh, now S6 at James Gillespie’s High 

School, as well as Kenneth (formerly Taobh na Pairce), part of a five member team. Their presentation at 

Assembly about the Formula One in Schools STEM project was inspirational and had our pupils enthralled. The 

team has had tremendous success in F1 in Schools Regional and National competitions so now are tasked with 

raising £20 000 to take them to the World Finals in Singapore! 

 

Regionals: 

➢ 1st Place in Scotland 

➢ Fastest Car 

➢ Best Engineered Car 

Nationals: 

➢ 1st Place in Scotland 

➢ 2nd Place in the UK 

➢ Fastest Car 

➢ Best Verbal Presentation 

 

Setting up a stall at the Sciennes Winter Fair helped contribute to their fundraising and we hope to welcome them 

back to the Summer Fair. Great to share some of the fantastic opportunities available at high school and hear of 

their outstanding success. 

 

Pupils in P6C led by David, Hayson and Gordon told the story of Nian the Dragon and distributed handmade lucky 

red bags for Chinese New Year. We also practised the Sciennes School Song with Mrs Campbell on piano and 

ended with a rousing version of the Bay City Rollers “Shang-a-Lang”. 

 

STEVEN LUI CUP FOR BURNS RECITAL 

P6 pupils have put in great efforts to practising and performing Burns poetry. Thank you to families who have 

been supporting at home. An overall winner from the finalists from each class will be decided on Monday 30 

January. Good luck, everyone! 

 

P2 POETRY 

P2 Class Teachers want to say well done to everyone who recited a poem.  

Some children in P2 shared poems in Chinese as they were learning them for Lunar New Year. Fantastic to 

celebrate both this week. 

 

P4 SCOTS NIGHT 

P4 rehearsals continue to be perfected for their evening of poetry, song and dance on Thursday 2 February 6.30-

8.30pm. Great to see the whirling fun of Scottish Country Dancing and lots of laughter in the Hall on Friday! Log 

onto ParentPay for two tickets per child. 

 

Wishing you all a good weekend. 

 

Andrew, Lucy, Carolyn, John, Jenni and Steve  
 

Andrew Hunter | Head Teacher | Sciennes Primary School 

10 Sciennes Road, Edinburgh EH9 1LG | Tel +44 (0)131 667 1243 admin@sciennes.edin.sch.uk 

 

 

 

https://www.f1inschools.co.uk/
mailto:mailto:admin@sciennes.edin.sch.uk
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Year Group Start Mon–Thurs Finish Friday Finish ENTRANCE / EXIT 

P1 8.50am 2.50pm 12.05pm WEST DOOR  

P2 8.50am 2.50pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR  

P3 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm WEST DOOR 

P4 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR 

P5 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm WEST DOOR  

P6 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR 

P7 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR 


	DIARY DATES

