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   RESPECT INCLUSION TEAMWORK EFFORT 

3 March 2023 
       DIARY DATES 

Mon 6-Wed 8 March Sharing Practice with visiting CEC colleagues  
Thurs 9 March P6/7 Trials for EPSSA Cross Country at Meadows 
Fri 10 March P5 Fundraising sale of bracelets for Earthquake Appeal 
Mon 13 March EPSSA P6/7 EPSAA Cross Country Meadows 10.00am-12.30pm 
Fri 17 March Comic Relief 
Fri 24 March Parent Council P5 Bake Sale 12pm 
w/c 20 March Swimathon 
Mon 20 March P7 Hope Trust Basketball Competition Meadowbank 
Mon 27 March P6/7 EPSAA Cross Country Championship Inverleith Park 10.30am-12.15pm 
Tues 21 and Thurs 23 March Parent Consultations 4.00-7.00pm in school 
Tues 21 March World Down Syndrome Day 
Wed 29 March P6/7 Swim and Dive Gala at Royal Commonwealth Pool 9am-12pm 
Fri 30 March End of term 
Mon 3-Fri 14 April Easter Holiday 
Mon 17 April All resume 
 

Dear Families 

 
INDUSTRIAL ACTION 

Please note that all planned industrial action is suspended while teaching unions ballot members on a revised. 

pay offer, with a recommendation that the offer should be accepted. 

 

WORLD BOOK DAY 

Wonderful to see so many pupils dress up as a book character on World Book Day on Thursday with loads of 

engaging activities in classes to celebrate books and promote a love of reading. Mrs Lauren Thomas and Mrs Jo 

Lake rang the school bell throughout the day which was the signal to Drop Everything and Read! Our costume 

lending library was put to good use and we welcome any further donations to it. 

 

P3 BAKE SALE IN SUPPORT OF EARTHQUAKE APPEAL IN TURKEY AND SYRIA 

Very well done to Rengim, Ruby, Edie, Rhona, Iris, Cara and Emilie in P3A on their bake sale today to raise money 

for people who have lost their homes in the earthquake in Turkey and Syria. Thank you very much to all who 

baked and bought. 
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WHAT IS IT LIKE FOR A LEARNER AT SCIENNES? 

That is the question colleagues from the Council and Cluster, led by our QIEO Marie Lyon, will be asking next week 

when they visit school on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. We are looking forward to welcoming Mr Neil 

McCallum, Headteacher of James Gillespie’s High School and Mr Danny Hoyle, Headteacher of Preston Street 

School as part of the team. As well as visiting all classes, Council colleagues will meet with several groups of pupils 

focusing on our School Priorities of Literacy, Numeracy, Health and Wellbeing (including Mental Health) and 

Digital Learning. This year we have also prioritised Sustainability, Equalities and Inclusion (with a particular focus 

on Neurodiversity), which includes aiming for a Silver LGBT Schools Award that we hope to achieve by June. It is 

an opportunity to showcase and celebrate success and help identify next steps. Annually in the summer term, 

schools establish priorities for the following year and the visit will be of great support with this.  

 

QIEO Lorraine Budge, who is the CEC lead on Sustainability, will be with us each day as will Development Officer 

Irene Whitford, with Lisa Oliver ASL service Leader and Digital Learning Development Officer Sarah Guy joining us 

for part of the week. Gillian O’Rourke, Quality Improvement Manager Early Years, and QIEO Lisa Baines will spend 

Tuesday at St Leonard’s Nursery with Carolyn Anstruther. We are grateful that QIEO for Digital Learning Dave 

McKee, and Principal Officer for Outdoor Learning Andrew Bradshaw as well as other partners such as our 

Educational Psychologist Fiona Gorrie, Rob Cockroft Additional Support for Learning Lead at JGHS and DHT JGHS 

Ian Porter will feed into the process. Certainly what Sciennes looks like for our learners is exceptional family 

support so a small group of parents from P1-P7, which includes those who support school initiatives and the life 

of the school such as Parent Council, FSS, Class Reps, Clubs, Fruit Group, Playground, has been invited to meet in 

person with Marie Lyon and we thank them for their time. 

 

SWIMATHON 

Friends of Sciennes School Trust (FSS), the charitable body of the Parent Council, are busily preparing for the 

welcome return of the whole school Swimathon week commencing Monday 20 March. Mr Armstrong’s Pupil 

Fundraising Group have begun promoting the event however we wish to make families aware that a problem with 

a heating valve in our pool is not yet resolved. We are extremely grateful for all the offers of support and 

conscious that many will have made arrangements to be available to volunteer so will take a decision and inform 

you at the earliest juncture on whether or not we need to postpone the event. 

 

EDINBURGH REMAKERY 

We are keen to work with the Edinburgh Remakery and hope to be able to store one of their Tech Donation boxes 

at Sciennes, so if possible, we would welcome our families supporting their current bid for funding.  

 

The Edinburgh Remakery is an environmental social enterprise with a focus on sustainability, promoting a culture of 

reuse and repair to develop a Circular Economy and divert as much waste as possible from landfill. We work with people 

and communities to spark courageous conversations around the climate crisis and promote achievable actions that 

people can take to support our people, our place, and our planet. 

E-waste is a huge contributing factor in the current crisis and we want to help people to take steps to reduce this. Our 

uniquely designed Tech Donation Boxes make it easy for people to dispose of their old unwanted devices and for these 

devices to then be repaired, refurbished, and reused. 

The Edinburgh Community Climate Fund has shortlisted the Tech Donation Box for Schools to go forward to the 

voting stage. People from across Edinburgh from age 8 upwards will be able to vote for the 5 projects that they 

would like to support. Young People can vote through the Young Scot website where there is more information on all 

of the projects which can be voted for. Here is the link: Who has applied to the Edinburgh Community Climate Fund? 

– Young Scot. People over the age of 18 can vote on the 'Your Voice' Platform Your Choice (edinburgh.gov.uk) Note: 

Edinburgh Remakery is Project Number 21 

Voting opens at 12 Noon on Friday 3rd March and closes at midnight on Sunday 12th March. 

The Edinburgh Remakery 

https://67cf9650-7bd9-434d-88e9-4bd5c5745bfe.pipedrive.email/c/pk6w3n68wy/jkqo931po4/rvygz115kj/0?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fyoung.scot%2Fget-informed%2Fthe-edinburgh-community-climate-fund%2F%3Fla%3Dedinburgh
https://67cf9650-7bd9-434d-88e9-4bd5c5745bfe.pipedrive.email/c/pk6w3n68wy/jkqo931po4/rvygz115kj/0?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fyoung.scot%2Fget-informed%2Fthe-edinburgh-community-climate-fund%2F%3Fla%3Dedinburgh
https://67cf9650-7bd9-434d-88e9-4bd5c5745bfe.pipedrive.email/c/pk6w3n68wy/jkqo931po4/rvygz115kj/1?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fyourvoice.edinburgh.gov.uk%2F
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MAYA AND THE WHALE 
There were no Assemblies today because we commissioned the Hall for a fantastic Theatre In Schools production 

of ‘Maya and The Whale’ for P6 and P7 classes, sponsored by Imaginate and the National Theatre of Scotland. 

Superbly scripted and well-acted by Hazel Darwin-Clements, the powerful messages on climate change resonated 

strongly with our pupils. Pupil also responded really well to the interactive nature of the show, readily taking on 

their role as the beached whale of the title. Performers Hazel and Nick cycled to school and have been either 

cycling or using public transport to take their production all over Scotland. It was lovely to be joined by special 

guests Mhari Robinson (Independent Arts Projects), Sam Hardie (Imaginate), Gillian Gourlay (National Theatre of 

Scotland) and Anna Derricourt (Scottish Book Trust) whose invitations required them to with walk, cycle or use 

public transport to reach school. In thanks, P6 pupils Alena, Eva, Amy and Isla presented Hazel and Nick with 

enamelled Sustainable Development Goals badges (we purchased from the United Nations Headquarters in 

America). Hazel was very interested in Amy and Isla’s efforts to reduce cellophane straw packaging waste in milk 

cartons and got them thinking about plant-based alternatives to dairy. A food for thought morning! 

 

CHESS SUCCESS! 

Congratulations to P5 pupil Chinmayi Garlapati who won a medal at the Lothian junior Chess Championship last 

Saturday. Well done, Chinmayi! 

 

We hope you have a good weekend. 

 

Andrew, Lucy, Carolyn, John, Jenni and Steve  

 

Andrew Hunter | Head Teacher | Sciennes Primary School 

10 Sciennes Road, Edinburgh EH9 1LG | Tel +44 (0)131 667 1243 admin@sciennes.edin.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 
Year Group Start Mon–Thurs Finish Friday Finish ENTRANCE / EXIT 

P1 8.50am 2.50pm 12.05pm WEST DOOR  

P2 8.50am 2.50pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR  

P3 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm WEST DOOR 

P4 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR 

P5 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm WEST DOOR  

P6 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR 

P7 8.50am 3.20pm 12.05pm EAST DOOR 

https://www.theatreinschoolsscotland.co.uk/
https://www.theatreinschoolsscotland.co.uk/maya-and-the-whale-763580.html
mailto:mailto:admin@sciennes.edin.sch.uk
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